PETE TOWN DISPENSARY, BANGALORE.

POTENTIAL CAPACITY OF THE BLADDER, AND
RETENTION OF URINE IN AN INFANT.

Br Apothecary S. Arnold.

A Native child, six mouths old, robust and
healthy looking, was' brought to the digpensary
apparently " great pain, restless, and constantly
crying. The abdomen was enormously disteuded
and tense, and there was a dark gppearance
around the ymbilicus, =s of some congestion in
irreqular patches. The parent stated that the
child had not passed urine for three whole days,
though the bowels were frequently 274 geantily
moved.  The gtoppage ©f urination was gudden.
I found the bladder very mMuch @§igtended.
There was ne gign ©f any kind of discharge
from the urethra. I introduced elastic catheter
No. 1, and found =n impediment about the neck
of the bladder, evideutly spasmodic, for some
gentle pressure ©vercame it and the catheter
entered the Ibladder without the gtilette, and
the urine dribbled away fOr about eight hours,
when it, Ceased, aud 36 ounces were measured.
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As the uriue dribbled gyay, the child's suffer-
j_ngs were markedly relieved, the distention of
the abdomen reduced, and gleep supervened,
with marked improvement % the child's coun-
tenance and general appearance. A small dose
of castor oil and tr. gpii was administered.
Fomentations and a hip-bath ordered and carried
out.

2nd day.?The <hild was brought again, not

having passed any urine since the previous even-
ing. Bowels moved twice. Kip-bath and

fomentations given. Elastic catheter No. 1
again introduced, and 8 oz. of urine dribbled
away in about six hours. Friction of camphor
oil over lower pelly; fomentations; = mixture
tr. ferri, spts. ?eth. nit., and tr. hyoscyami every
four hours.

3rd day.?Child presented again Avith the
same complaint. Elastic catheter No. 1 intro-
duced, and urine dribbled away 6 o= in about
six hours. Friction and fomentations con-
tinued, as also the mixture, with the addition
of tr. of nux vomica.

4th day.?Child brought again with the same
complaint. Elastic catheter No. 2 avas passed,
and the urine came gygy in = small and forcible
stream both through the catheter as also py its
side, showing, == I thought, that the bladder has
regained its contractile power. The urine this
day was whitish, and deposited a white sediment.

5th day_?child brought with the cheerful
report by the parent that the urine had been
passed naturally, % = good stream and gyantity.

Remarks.?My chief object in reporting this
case 1s to show the large quantity of urine which
the bladder held without rupturing. The enor-
mous distention mlust have brought on paralysis
of the pladder, which yielded to the treatment on
the fourth day, probably aided by the action of
the nux vomica used on the third day.
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