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There are many ways to judge a journal. Among the myriad of ways to choose a journal for
reading manuscript submission is the impact factor (IF), which has played an outsized role in
determining the presumed importance of a given journal. More about this below, but first to the
news: Neurology® Genetics has received its first IF. It took S years after founding of the journal and
publication of the first issue in June 2015."

Much has been written about IFs, and there is no need to revisit past discourse. Most of us,
however, will know little about the history of the factor. A great read is, “The agony and ecstasy:
the history and meaning of the journal impact factor,” by Eugene Garfield,” who is considered the
father of the IF. Garfield retraces his own steps that led to publishing the idea of an IF in Science in
1955 and the “primordial reference for the concept of the Science Citation Index,” which had its
first publication in 1961. Students doing their theses in the 60s, 70s, and 80s will certainly
remember the large printed volumes in the university library, where one could look up citations
to a particular article. Often this strategy was more informative than searching other existing
catalogs for a combination of key words.

As Garfield mused, “In 1955, it did not occur to me that ‘impact’ would one day become so
controversial. Like nuclear energy, the impact factor is a mixed blessing. I expected it to be used
constructively while recognizing that in the wrong hands it might be abused.”"

So how was the IF for Neurology: Genetics actually computed? The 2020 IF for Neurology: Genetics
looks at citations in 2019 to citable articles published in Neurology: Geneticsin 2017 and 2018. We
published a total of 85 articles in 2017 and 75 in 2018. These numbers include full-length articles,
reviews, and clinical scientific notes. Of these, 49 articles and reviews were counted as citable
items in 2017 and 67 in 2018.

There were 230 citations of citable articles in 2017 and 177 for those published in 2018. Thus, the
IF was 407 divided by (49 + 67) giving an IF of 3.5. The official calculation of the IF is computed
by an outside organization, in past years by the Institute for Scientific Information, which was
founded by Paul Garfield, and for the last 2 years by Clarivate Analytics.

As important as the IF may be, there are many other factors that determine the impact of a
journal, which one might call factors of impact. More than ever, it is the individual article that has
impact on the respective field. With modern search tools such as PubMed and Google Scholar, it
is simple and convenient to identify articles by author, by text, or by key words in the title or
abstract, and in the case of Google Scholar, by searching for articles that referenced a particular
source. Open access to published articles has become more important than ever as the identified
article can be downloaded in its entirety, directly and with a simple click from the search page.

The building blocks of a great journal in addition to the quality of articles themselves are the quality

of editors and the expertise and timeliness of reviewers. The editor and associate editors provide the
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platform to select and evaluate impactful and excellent articles.
We value diversity in our associate editors, both in terms of
gender and geographic distribution as well in our reviewers with
the ability to choose from an international database.

I want to end this short expose on factors of impact with a
plea. The quality of a published article is dependent on the
quality of the review. Editors of virtually all journals share
one experience: major reasons for review delays are denial of
review requests by busy experts in the field or forgetting to
submit a review once accepted. Reviewing is a time-honored
activity for researchers with benefits for the reviewer and the
reviewee. It is also a great opportunity to mentor junior
colleagues and to include individuals from diverse back-
grounds by coreviewing articles and pairing junior scientists
with more senior reviewers. We hope that we can count on all
of you as members of the international neurogenetics com-
munity to submit high-quality articles and to participate
actively in the review process.

Study funding
No targeted funding reported.
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