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The Andalusian Society of Nuclear Medicine decided to
announce its 27th annual conference held in Malaga 20—
21 March 2020 with a poster (Fig. 1) holding an artistic
drawing of the town’s ancient Roman theatre built in the
age of Augustus and in use until the third century when it
became a source of stone for the Arabic conquerors, who
erected buildings of their own. What remains of the theatre
was rediscovered in 1951 near the Casa de la Cultura
(House of Culture) and is still being excavated with signif-
icance for European culture and for the city of Malaga in
particular.

Unfortunately, like many other large gatherings in
Europe, the congress was canceled at short notice to help
reduce the spread of the Covid-19 virus. What remains of
the annual meeting is its artistic poster depicting below the
magnificent Roman amphitheater the heads of six of some
of the most significant pioneers in our field (from left to
right): Marie Curie (1867-1934), George Hevesy (1885—
1966), Ernest Lawrence (1901-1958), Abass Alavi
(1938-), Michael Phelps (1939-), and Peter Ell (1944-).
They contributed to the basis and/or with such significant
contributions to what we nowadays term nuclear medicine
and molecular imaging that they will never be forgotten,
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regardless of new coronavirus infections or other serious
challenges to our civilization.

To sum up their merits in a few words, in addition to
the 4 Nobel Prizes awarded to the three diseased pio-
neers (two to Curie and one to Hevesy and Lawrence),
it must be that Madame Curie, as she is also called, was
the first who actually understood and described the na-
ture of radioactivity, a word that she even coined, while
Hevesy invented and applied the tracer principle using
radioactive isotopes to study biological processes, and
Lawrence invented and produced the first cyclotron
without which there would have been no PET or clini-
cal molecular imaging.

Among the still ongoing colleagues on the list, Alavi
is the co-founder and active promoter of the all-
important tracer FDG, which has provided new insights
into multiple serious diseases and helped countless peo-
ple to a more accurate diagnosis; Phelps played a major
role in designing and building successful PET I instru-
ments and in promoting its role as a powerful technol-
ogy in medicine, while, finally, Ell was the exquisite
international advocate of nuclear medicine and molecu-
lar imaging, founder of the European Association of
Nuclear Medicine (EANM) and for a number of years
successful Editor-in-Chief of the European Journal of
Nuclear Medicine.

Looking ahead, it may be appropriate to recall the words of
Peter Ell, when he was bestowed the Hevesy award in 2008:
“It is imperative to recruit the brightest and most able to our
field, in order to foster innovation and enterprise. It is essential
to transmit a vision and develop an environment, where the
disciplines of physics, radiochemistry and molecular biology
cross fertilize and contribute to the betterment of patient’s
lives. The burden of costly over regulation poses a major
challenge, since it can stifle innovation or delay its translation
into clinical practice.” Ten years later, referring to the ever-
increasing importance of artificial intelligence and wearable
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Fig. 1 Poster advertising the 27th annual congress of the Andalusian Society of Nuclear Medicine. The poster is reproduced by permission of the artist
and Servicio de Medicina Nuclear, Hospital Clinico Virgen de la Victoria, Malaga, Spain

electronic devices, he pointed to the fact that openness and  necessity for us to maintain the importance and influence of
willingness to interact with these new opportunities is a  our imaging expertise [1].
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