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To the Editor,
Wewould like to share ideas on the publication Fewer head and

neck cancer (HNC) diagnoses and faster treatment initiation during
COVID-19 in 2020: a nationwide population-based analysis [1].
Schoonbeek et al. noted that the incidence of HNC during the Nether-
lands’ first COVID-19 wave was significantly lower than healthcare
system, the standard treatment for HNC patients could be delivered
within a shorter time interval [1]. We concur that there might be
a change due to COVID-19. The change of incidence might be
due to difficulty of healthcare facilities assessment during
COVID-19 lockdown. Fewer diagnoses might be due to cancerous
patients did not and could not access to medical care during
COVID-19 outbreak period. This problem is seen in other setting
[2]. Schoonbeek et al. mentioned for significantly lower than
expected [1]. It is interesting to know how expectation and how
comparison can be performed

Authors contributions

RM 50% -
1a Substantial contributions to study conception and design.
1b. Substantial contributions to acquisition of data.
1c. Substantial contributions to analysis and interpretation of

data.
2. Drafting the article or revising it critically for important intel-

lectual content.
3. Final approval of the version of the article to be published.
VW 50% -
1a Substantial contributions to study conception and design.
1b. Substantial contributions to acquisition of data.
1c. Substantial contributions to analysis and interpretation of

data.
2. Drafting the article or revising it critically for important intel-
lectual content.

3. Final approval of the version of the article to be published.

Conflict of interest

The authors ask for waiving for any charge relating to this
correspondence.

References

[1] Schoonbeek RC, de Jel DVC, van Dijk BAC, Willems SM, Bloemena E, Hoebers FJP,
et al. Fewer head and neck cancer diagnoses and faster treatment initiation
during COVID-19 in 2020: A nationwide population-based analysis. Radiother
Oncol 2022;167:42–8.

[2] Stevens MN, Patro A, Rahman B, Gao Y, Liu D, Cmelak A, et al. Impact of COVID-
19 on presentation, staging, and treatment of head and neck mucosal squamous
cell carcinoma. Am J Otolaryngol 2022;43:103263.

Rujittika Mungmunpuntipantip a,

Viroj Wiwanitkit b
a Private Academic Consultant, Bangkok, Thailand

bDr DY Patil University, Pune, India
Corresponding author.

E-mail address: rujittika@gmail.com (R. Mungmunpuntipantip)
Received 17 December 2021

Accepted 17 January 2022

Available online 29 January 2022

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.radonc.2022.01.023&domain=pdf
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0167-8140(22)00026-3/h0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0167-8140(22)00026-3/h0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0167-8140(22)00026-3/h0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0167-8140(22)00026-3/h0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0167-8140(22)00026-3/h0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0167-8140(22)00026-3/h0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0167-8140(22)00026-3/h0010
mailto:rujittika@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.radonc.2022.01.023
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.radonc.2022.01.023
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/01678140
http://www.thegreenjournal.com

