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We recently published a narrative review of operating room man-
agement about planning ambulatory surgery for asymptomatic patients
tested for COVID-19 [1]. From page 3 column 2, “SARS-CoV-2 is de-
tected on plastic and stainless steel surfaces (e.g., in the phase I post-
anesthesia care unit) for 4 days [48]. The University of Iowa's ambu-
latory surgery center has 12 operating rooms. Based on 4 cases per day
per room and 50% of cases being general anesthetics, approximately
41% of 4-day periods would be expected to have at least one exposure
event.” [1] That sentence references footnote 1. The last sentence of the
footnote was written “false positive” rather than the intended “false
negative.” [1] In addition, we correctly calculated the 41% probability
of at least one false negative test. However, we wrote in the formula
0.9945 to the 120th power. We actually used the 96th power, as in-
tended. Multiplying 12 rooms × 4 cases per day × 50% × 4 days = 96
cases.
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