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Abstract The world must act fast to contain wider international spread of the epidemic of COVID-19 now. The
unprecedented public health efforts in China have contained the spread of this new virus. Measures taken in China
are currently proven to reduce human-to-human transmission successfully. We summarized the effective
intervention and prevention measures in the fields of public health response, clinical management, and research
development in China, which may provide vital lessons for the global response. It is really important to take

collaborative actions now to save more lives from the pandemic of COVID-19.
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Background

The novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) is now fast
spreading to 94 countries and, updated as of March 7,
2020, 101 927 confirmed cases have been reported
worldwide [1]. In China, with the unprecedented control
measures, the numbers of newly confirmed and suspected
cases reported have been declining on the whole over the
past two weeks. On March 7, 2020, 44 new cases of
confirmed infections were reported, with very few local
community-based cases in China outside of Hubei
Province [2]. The WHO-China Joint Mission report said
that China has rolled out perhaps the most ambitious, agile,
and aggressive disease containment efforts in history [3].
By striking contrast, the number of confirmed cases
outside China is quickly climbing following an exponen-
tial growth trend. The total number of COVID-19 cases
outside of China has reached 21 110 including 413 deaths
as of March 7, 2020 [1]. Forty-five countries already
reported local transmission following importation. WHO
raised the risk assessment of COVID-19 from “high” to
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“very high” at a global level. China’s approach to contain
the spread of the virus has changed the trajectory of the
epidemic [3]. China’s efforts to contain the novel
coronavirus can provide vital lessons for other nations
experiencing the rapid spreading or at the risk of an
epidemic.

Public health response

Shortly after the official announcement of the epidemic of
COVID-19, the entire machinery of China started to take
coordinated and comprehensive approaches for infectious
disease control. The possible initial source of the novel
coronavirus in China, the Huanan Seafood Wholesale
Market, was shut down on January 1, 2020 [4]. On January
20, 2020, COVID-19 was included in the statutory
reporting of Class B infectious diseases. Wuhan, the
epicenter of the outbreak in China, was on lockdown since
January 23, 2020 [5]. By January 26, 2020, 30 provinces in
China had activated the first-level public health emergency
response mechanism.

To prevent and control the spread of pneumonia caused
by the novel coronavirus, China allocated an additional
9.95 billion CNY (about 1.44 billion USD) in funds for
public health service and epidemic prevention and control
[6]. The extension of the Spring Festival holiday, the
postponed spring semester, the cancel of mass gathering
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activities and the control of transportation capacity were all
aimed at reducing the movement of people.

Civil society organizations took responsibility of
isolating residents in every community and helping solve
practical life difficulties. At the individual level, home
isolations, social distancing, and personal protection
equipment such as face masks were implemented to
prevent community transmission nationwide. Thanks to
the development of advanced technology, residents have
had easy access to reliable information and medical
guidance, which can reduce misinformation and the impact
of rumors. The public were well educated on the
seriousness of COVID-19 to comply with the national
approach of hand-washing, mask-wearing, social distan-
cing, and universal temperature monitoring cooperatively.
All people were keenly aware of their roles in preventing
the virus from spreading.

To strike a balance between epidemic control and
normal social and economic operations, industrial activ-
ities were gradually resuming in phases and batches since
February 8, 2020 [7]. The supply of daily necessities was
kept stable in every stage of the outbreak to ensure the
smooth operation of society. The shortage of personal
protective equipment (PPE) caused by rising demand was
attenuated by mid-February 2020. By the end of February
2020, the daily production capacity of masks in China
exceeded 110 million units [8]. China is trying to resume
normal social and economic activities with the mainte-
nance of powerful containment strategy.

The prevention and control strategies were refined over
time to fit in the complicated and changeable situations. A
latest research estimated the epidemic trend in Wubhan,
China using phase-adjusted SEIR model [9]. It provided
estimation for epidemic trend after strict prevention and
control measures implemented in China and predicted that
the number of infections would decline in late February
2020, in support of the outcome of epidemic: the outbreak
could be effectively controlled soon [9]. The decline in
COVID-19 cases across China has proved that the agile
and stringent measures in multiple settings effectively
interrupted transmission chains and reversed the escalating
cases.

Clinical management

In the response to the unpredictable outbreak, healthcare
resources including the dedication of medical workers as
well as PPE and testing kits have all played important
roles. In this ongoing severe epidemic, healthcare
providers in China have treated patients with courage
and conviction day and night. More than 40 000 front-line
medical workers have been mobilized from other regions
of China to support Wuhan. Remarkably, two designated
hospital and several mobile cabin hospitals were quickly

established in Wuhan [10,11]. Bed capacity within Wuhan
has increased to over 50 000 [3]. All home-isolated
patients were asked to be hospitalized in the newly built
square cabin hospitals since February 2, 2020. In addition,
all close contacts and suspected cases were demanded for
mandatory isolation in special facilities and received
medical observation for 14 days. Unprecedented measures
were taken to ensure that all cases got treatment.

Also, with modern science and technology, a series of
reliable and sensitive diagnostic tools were developed just
several days after the first genomic sequence of the virus
was released from Chinese research institutions. The speed
was unimaginable even a few years ago. By March 5,
2020, 14 kits for detection of SARS-CoV-2 were approved
in China [12]. Widely available kits made it possible to
immediately detect cases. After being diagnosed, patients
were treated according to the “Diagnostic and treatment
protocol for Novel Coronavirus Pneumonia” [13]. The
National Diagnosis and Treatment Guidelines (NDTG) has
released its seventh edition within seven weeks by the
China National Health Commission with the deep-going
understanding of the disease. Besides supportive care and
investigational treatments, intubation, invasive ventilation
and extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO)
equipment are applied to support the treatment of critically
ill patients. To minimize mortality among critical cases, the
principle of “Four Concentrations” (concentrating patients,
medical resources, experts, and treatment into special
centers) was applied. Also, allocation of medical supplies
was well coordinated to prevent the infection in medical
workers. As of March 4, 2020, 55 404 cases have
recovered from COVID-19 [2]. The principle of early
identification, early isolation, early diagnosis, and early
treatment has showed its effect.

Research development

In addition to medical staff in the front-line of diagnosis
and treatment, Chinese researchers also have been joining
the “battlefield” of epidemic prevention and control as
quickly as possible. According to incomplete statistics,
more than 200 COVID-19 original articles have been
published worldwide, and nearly 100 articles, news, and
commentaries have been published in prestigious journals
(e.g., the Lancet, NEJM, Nature, Science, JAMA, and
BMJ), among which more than 60% are from Chinese
researchers. These efficient research results, as well as
accumulated knowledge and experience in SARS and
MERS, have provided crucial support in the fight against
the epidemic. On January 5, 2020, the Wuhan Institute of
Virology (WIOV), the Chinese Academy of Sciences, and
the Wuhan Municipal Center for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) were the first to identify the sequences
of the pathogen SARS-CoV-2. On January 7, 2020, WIOV
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and China National CDC succeeded in isolating the viral
strains [14]. On January 10, 2020, scientists from Shanghai
and Wuhan took the lead in submitting the genome
sequence of the new coronavirus (COVID-19) to the NCBI
GenBank database for information sharing with the
international community. In the following days, the
Chinese CDC released the sequence of primers and probes
for nucleic acid detection of the new coronavirus, and the
National Pathogen Microbiological Resource Bank
released the information of the first virus strain and its
electron microscope photographs, providing important
intelligence for the global response to the epidemic [15].
Through viral pathogens and epidemiological studies, the
relationship between the source of SARS-CoV-2 and the
known poultry and livestock was preliminarily excluded. It
was suggested that bats were the most likely source by
scientists from WIOV [16]. In terms of detection and
diagnosis, 14 diagnostic detection reagents have been
approved for marketing in China, and the Ministry of
Science and Technology continuously promoted the
development and application of efficient and rapid on-
site detection products to further improve their sensitivity,
specificity, and portability. In terms of animal models,
mice, monkeys, and other animal models of COVID-19
infection have been successfully constructed, providing
basic resources for the safety and efficacy evaluation of
drugs and vaccines. Our medical staff has published the
clinical characteristics and epidemiological characteristics
of the COVID-19 patients in journals for many times in a
timely manner, ranging from the first 41 confirmed cases
[17,18] to the latest 72 314 cases [19]. Positive progress
has also been made in drug screening and treatment
protocol research. By the end of February 2020, nearly 300
clinical trials related to COVID-19 had been registered in
the Chinese Clinical Trial Registry. Remdesivir, chlor-
oquine phosphate, a variety of anti-HIV drugs, tocilizu-
mab, patients’ convalescent plasma, stem cell therapy, and
traditional Chinese medicine treatment, etc. may all have
therapeutic effects on COVID-19 [20]. Most strikingly, the
convalescent plasma from recovered patients and the
appropriate use of monoclonal antibody drug tocilizumab,
targeting respectively the virus and the inflammatory factor
(cytokine) storm, have been shown effective in treating
severe cases [12]. Both agents have been included into the
7th NDTG. In addition, China has actively carried out the
research and development of vaccine from five technical
routes including inactivated vaccine, recombinant genetic
engineering vaccine, adenovirus vector vaccine, nucleic
acid vaccine (mRNA vaccine and DNA vaccine), and
vaccines made from attenuated influenza virus vaccine
vectors, which have entered the efficacy and safety
research stage [12]. Epidemiologists also conduct epide-
miological surveys to study transmission routes (finding
the transmission route of human-to-human transmission)
and establish prediction models to estimate the epidemic

trend. Several groups reported various estimated repro-
ductive number R and generated prediction for the early
and post control phase of this outbreak, providing valuable
basis for government decision-making [21,22]. To effec-
tively respond to the new coronavirus pneumonia outbreak
and further enhance the capacity of new emergent
infectious diseases prevention and control, the National
Natural Science Foundation of China launched a special
grant for researchers. China is working hard for scientific
prevention and control in response to major public health
emergencies, to reduce their impact on China’s economy
and society, improve the national governance system and
social management capabilities.

Solidarity of international community is the
weapon to win the war against COVID-19

It is worrisome that the epidemics in some countries
including the Republic of Korea, the Islamic Republic of
Iran, and Italy are currently quite severe, demonstrating the
very high infection ability of SARS-CoV-2. The surprising
speed of the geographical expansion and increase in
numbers of cases will overload clinical resources espe-
cially in many developing countries, particularly in those
with weakened healthcare infrastructure due to repeated
natural disasters or protracted armed conflict. To allow
timely sharing with other countries of the most up-to-date
information on COVID-19 control and prevention, a
critical multilingual manual has been published in both
English and French by the Chinese CDC [23]. The lesson
from China is conveying a key message that the epidemic
can be contained if the right measures are taken. We cannot
ignore the fact that effective vaccine and antiviral
therapeutics are still far from clinical application. Every
nation needs to be ready to find and screen cases, isolate
confirmed patients, trace close contacts, provide clinical
treatment, prevent hospital outbreaks, and prevent com-
munity transmission. Although the collaborative public
health actions taken in China have saved thousands of
lives, the new imported confirmed cases from overseas is
the new quiz to China. Flexible but powerful measures
should be maintained to avoid the reemergence of the
outbreak. As the virus does not respect borders and
indiscriminately attacks people of all races, the solidarity
and collaboration of all nations is the only way to fight
against the virus. It is encouraging that a number of
exchanges and collaborative projects between China,
WHO, and many other countries have been conducted,
including the recent sending of two volunteer expert teams
by the Red Cross Society of China to Iran and Iraq in
support of the control, diagnosis and treatment of
epidemic. Chinese biomedical community is ready to
work with the international community to conquer
COVID-19.
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