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ABSTRACT: Precursor-derived silicon oxycarbide (SiOC) has emerged as a
potential high-capacity anode material for rechargeable Li-ion batteries. The
polymer processing and pyrolysis route, a hallmark of polymer-derived ceramics,
allows chemical interfacing with a variety of nanoprecursors and nanofiller phases
to produce composites with low-dimensional structures such as fibers and
coatings not readily attained in traditional sintered ceramics. Here, buckmin-
sterfullerene or C60 was introduced as a filler phase in a hybrid precursor of
1,3,5,7-tetramethyl-1,3,5,7-tetravinyl-cyclotetrasiloxane (TTCS) along with poly-
vinylpyrrolidone or PVP as a spinning agent to fabricate electrospun fiber mats,
which upon a high-heat treatment transformed to a C60-reinforced SiOC ceramic
composite. Tested as the self-supporting working electrode in a Li-ion half-cell,
C60-reinforced fiber mats show a much-improved reversible capacity (825 mA h
g−1), nearly 100% Coulombic efficiency, and superior rate capability with low-
capacity decay at high currents (only 25.5% decay at 800 mA g−1) compared to neat C60 and neat carbonized fiber electrodes.

1. INTRODUCTION
The X-ray amorphous covalent ceramics derived from the
polymer pyrolysis route, also known as polymer-derived
ceramics (PDCs), have been studied extensively as potential
anode materials in LIBs. Amorphous SiOC is one such ceramic
that has shown high Li-insertion capacity due to the presence
of silicon suboxides, silicon mixed bonding with carbon and
oxygen, and the presence of graphitic or string-like carbon
phases.1−3 The amorphous structure of the PDC electrode
provides stability toward repeated cycling of Li ions by
accommodating volume changes upon lithium insertion and
forming a stable solid electrolyte interphase (SEI) layer.
However, SiOC electrodes in LIBs suffer from high first-cycle
loss, poor charge transfer characteristics, and high-voltage
hysteresis.4−6 To overcome such shortcomings, polymer
precursors have been modified with dopant atoms and
nanoscale conducting fillers of varying sizes, shapes, and
configurations to produce composite ceramic architectures.7−9

For example, authors10 investigated SiOC-graphene composite
paper electrodes to achieve a charge capacity of 588 mA h g−1

over 1000 cycles and showed no evidence of mechanical failure
in LIBs. Dey et al.11 studied SiOC-functionalized MoSe2 to
show better lithium cycling stability than neat electrodes (both
MoSe2 and SiOC) over 100 cycles. In addition, several studies
have reported the hybridization of PDCs (SiOC and SiCN)
with nanomaterials such as carbon nanotubes (CNTs),12

boron,13 tin (Sn),14 aluminum,15 reduced-graphene oxide,16

graphene nanoplatelets,17 and Li metal18 to achieve improved
electrical conductivity, cycling efficiency, and long-term
stability. However, other exotic and more diverse molecular

forms of carbon, such as the C60 buckminsterfullerene,19,20

carbon graphene,21 carbon nanohorns,22 and amorphous
carbon particles,23 which have the potential to influence the
evolution of microstructure (including nanovoid and silicon
mixed bonding) and chemical composition of the ceramic
phase during pyrolysis are rarely studied. Such carbons may act
as a potential filler phase for even more favorable electronic
and thermodynamic properties of PDC electrodes.

Existing literature on the use of neat C60 electrodes for LIBs
suggests a high capacity for Li ions. However, poor reversible
capacity and an unstable secondary electrolyte layer (SEI) tend
to limit the efficiency of cycling of Li ions in subsequent
cycles.24−26 Specifically, a study by Seger et al., which tested a
solid C60 film as an anode in LIBs, concluded that the
dissolution of C60 supermolecules in the electrolyte resulted in
poor stability of the highly reduced material and limited its
use.27 Later, Tan et al.28 utilized KOH activation of C60 in an
ammonia atmosphere to achieve nitrogen-doped C60 and
achieved a reversible capacity of up to 1900 mA h g−1 at 100
mA g−1 in LIBs. Park et al.29 investigated a highly conductive
cocrystal of C60 and contorted hexabenzocoronene (cHBC) as
an anode for LIBs. The cocrystal structure of C60/cHBC was
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found to provide reliable vacant sites for Li+ storage, resulting
in a reversible capacity of 330 mA h g−1 at 100 mA g−1 for up
to 600 cycles. Overall, chemically modified C60-based electro-
des have been found to be more effective than neat C60 for
realizing high performance in LIBs.11,12,30

Motivated by these previous studies, herein, we report on
the introduction of buckminsterfullerene or C60 nanoparticles
in cyclic siloxane to produce nonwoven electrospun SiOC/C60
fiber mats upon pyrolysis and report on their performance as
the electrodes for LIBs. The as-synthesized SiOC/C60 fiber
mat was characterized by using several microscopic and
spectroscopic techniques to investigate the microstructures and
chemical compositions of the materials. As an anode, the
SiOC/C60 electrode showed a first-cycle capacity of 1211 mA
h g−1 with a high Coulombic efficiency of 65%. The composite
electrode also showed a higher capacity retention than the neat
SiOC and C60 electrodes over 175 cycles. This is the first study
to report a flexible SiOC/C60 composite (free of binder and
conductive agents) as an anode material for LIBs.

2. MATERIALS, METHODS, AND CHARACTERIZATION
2.1. Materials. The fullerene-C60 powder with a molecular

weight of 720.64, spinning agent polyvinylpyrrolidone (PVP)
with an average molecular mass of 1,300,000 g mol−1, and
cross-linking agent dicumyl peroxide (DCP) were purchased
from Sigma-Aldrich (St. Louis, MO, USA). The preceramic
silicon oligomer 1,3,5,7-tetramethyl, 1,3,5,7-tetravinyl cyclo-
tetrasiloxane, denoted as 4-TTCS, was purchased from Gelest
(Morrisville, PA, USA). The solvent, isopropyl alcohol (IPA),
was purchased from Fisher Chemical (Lenexa, KS, USA). The
conducting agent carbon black (C/B) and binder poly-
(vinylidene fluoride) (PVDF) were purchased from Alfa

Aesar (Massachusetts, USA). N-Methyl-2-pyrrolidinone
(NMP) was bought from Sigma-Aldrich (Missouri, USA).
The ultrahigh-purity argon gas used in the glovebox was
purchased from Matheson (Manhattan, KS, USA).
2.2. Methods. 2.2.1. C60 on Cu Foil. The C60 electrode on

copper foil was prepared using 80 wt % C60, 10 wt % PVDF as
a binder, and 10 wt % C/B as a conducting agent. A few drops
of NMP were incorporated to obtain a homogeneous slurry.
The slurry was then coated onto a Cu foil with a thickness of 9
μm and dried overnight at 80 °C. A circular electrode with a
diameter of 14.29 mm was punched out of the coated Cu foil.

2.2.2. Electrospinning. The fabrication process of PDC
fibers started with spinning the fiber, which was generated from
a preceramic polymer precursor in a sol−gel state. The raw
material for fiber production necessitates certain properties;
i.e., as a liquid, it should exhibit flowability or viscoelasticity
and possess solubility in specific solvents. Such qualities
facilitate the preparation of a homogeneous solution for
spinning and optimal fiber production. The fiber mat
fabrication process is discussed below, and other parametric
details of electrospinning are mentioned in the Supporting
Information (Section 1).

2.2.3. PVP Fiber Mat Preparation. The solution for the PVP
fiber mat was prepared with 800 mg of PVP powder and IPA
with a PVP: IPA concentration of approximately 85:1 mg
mL−1. The solution was stirred for 2 h with a magnetic stirrer
to generate a homogeneous mixture, which was then collected
into a 10 mL syringe with a metallic needle for electrospinning.
The produced fiber mat was referred to as the PVP fiber mat in
the following sections.

2.2.4. SiOC/C60 Fiber Mat Preparation. In the initial step of
preparing the SiOC/C60 fiber mat, a solution was developed by

Figure 1. Schematic for the fabrication of the SiOC/C60 fiber mat shows the step-by-step process of electrode preparation: (a) electrospun fiber,
(b) cross-linked fiber, and (c) pyrolyzed fiber.
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mixing 90 mg of C60 with IPA at a C60/IPA concentration of
13.1:1 mg mL−1 using bath sonication for 10 min followed by
horn sonication for 30 min (4 min sonication and 1 min rest).
Then 600 mg of PVP and another 0.51 mL of IPA were added
to the solution as some of the IPA was vaporized during
sonication. After magnetically stirring the solution for 1 h, 1.8
mL of the polymeric precursor 4-TTCSalong with 1 wt % of
DCP (i.e., 18 mg) was added, keeping C60/4-TTCS at 50:1 mg
mL−1 and again magnetically stirred for 2 h to generate a
homogeneous mixture. Then, the resultant solution was further
loaded into a similar syringe for SiOC/C60 fiber mat

electrospinning. The schematic in Figure 1 demonstrates the
major parts and steps of the electrospinning process.

The fiber mat fabrication process from the solution-loaded
syringe was similar for all three kinds of fiber mats. A slow feed
rate of only 5 mL h−1 of the solution was maintained
throughout the experiments. Depending on the viscosity of the
solution, a high voltage of 15−20 kV was applied between the
syringe and cylindrical-shaped roller collector, with a distance
of 15 cm in between. The fabricated 15 × 15 cm2 as-spun fiber
mats (Figure 1a) were kept overnight for drying in open air,
denoted as e-spun 4TTCS/C60 fiber mats. At this stage,

Figure 2. SEM images of (a) C60 powder, (b) pyrolyzed PVP fiber mat, (c) 4TTCS/C60 electrospun fiber mat, (d) 4TTCS/C60 cross-linked fiber
mat, (e) SiOC/C60 fiber mat, and their corresponding (f−j) high-magnification SEM images demonstrate the uniform and homogeneous
morphology of dense fibers with a few beads. (k−o) The corresponding XRF spectra reveal the elemental composition, proving high purity.
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preceramic silicon oligomers embedded in fibers exhibited
initial structures that closely resemble vinyl and methyl groups,
potentially serving as cross-linking sites. Then, the fiber mats
were kept inside an oven at 160 °C for 24 h for cross-linking
(Figure 1b), denoted as cross-linked 4TTCS/C60 fiber mats.
The cross-linking process at 160 °C, in the presence of DCP,
involved the following reaction,31 which immobilized the
4TTCS

Si CH CH CH Si Si (CH ) Si3 2 2 3+ =

Up to this stage, the C60 fullerene nanoparticles remained
inactive inside the fibers. The cross-linked fiber mats were then
cut into smaller rectangular pieces (5.5 × 3.5 cm2) and put into
a tube furnace for pyrolysis (Figure 1c), denoted as the SiOC/
C60 fiber mat. In an argon gas inert environment, inside the
tube furnace, two-stage annealing was implemented at 400 °C
for 1 h and 800 °C for 30 min, with a heating rate of 2 °C per
minute. During this high-temperature carbonization of the
fiber mat, the cross-linked polymers transformed into a SixOyCz
ceramic network. Also, after pyrolysis, free carbons originated
from PVP, 4TTCS, and C60 nanoparticles. The thermal
treatment conditions for both cross-linking and pyrolysis
were the same for all fiber mats.

Circular electrodes for the coin cell assembly were punched
out from the pyrolyzed fiber mats with a diameter of 7.94 mm.
The mass of the pyrolyzed PVP and SiOC/C60 electrodes was
0.4 and 0.5 mg, respectively. Pure lithium metal foil with a
diameter of 14.3 mm and a thickness of 25 μm was used as the
counter electrode. 1.0 M LiPF6 (lithium hexafluorophosphate)
in (1:1 v/v) ethylene carbonate (EC): dimethyl carbonate
(DMC) with an ionic conductivity of 10.7 mS cm−1 was used
as the electrolyte (Sigma-Aldrich, MO, USA) for the lithium-
ion half-cells. The thickness of the presoaked glass separator
was 25 μm, and the diameter was 19 mm, which separated the
two electrodes. All the coin cells were assembled inside the
glovebox in a high-precision argon atmosphere, keeping the O2
and H2O content below 0.1 ppm.

2.3. Characterization Techniques. The morphology,
chemical composition, and evolution of various chemical

bonding states of starting precursors, C60 powders, and
electrospun fiber mats (before and after cross-linking and
pyrolyzed fiber mats) were studied by using electron
microscopy and a range of spectroscopic techniques. A
scanning electron microscope (SU8010, Hitachi) was used to
document the features on fiber surfaces and size distribution,
while a transmission electron microscope (Phillips CM100
TEM under an accelerating voltage of 100 kV) was used to
obtain additional information related to the morphology and
crystallinity at various locations along the fibers. Furthermore,
the chemical composition of various specimens was
determined by the use of an X-ray fluorescence (XRF)
analyzer attached to a Hitachi SEM, SU8010, Hitachi.

Raman spectroscopy and Fourier-transform infrared (FTIR)
spectroscopy were used to study the molecular structure and
chemical interactions in C60 and various fiber mats during
various stages of their processing. Raman spectroscopy was
performed by using a Horiba Jobin Yvon LabRam ARAMIS
system equipped with a HeNe laser source (532 nm) to
evaluate carbon vibrational modes only; these modes are
observed in the 800−2000 cm−1 wavenumber range. The
presence and evolution of various chemical functional groups
related to siloxane precursors in the fiber mats during cross-
linking and pyrolysis were recorded by using a Thermo
Scientific Nicolet iS5 (iD7 ATR) spectrometer in the 1750−
500 cm−1 range.

Chemical composition and bonding states of silicon, carbon,
and oxygen for various specimens were recorded by using X-
ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS, Thermo Scientific)
equipped with Al Kα+ ion beam (beam energy = 1486.6 eV
and spot size = 400 μm). Prior to data collection, the
specimens were sputtered with Ar+ at 3.0 keV for 2 min to
remove surface contaminations.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The morphological differences between the fiber mats and the
C60 powder were investigated by using SEM. Figure 2a shows
the SEM image of the C60 powder, and Figure 2b−e illustrates
the pyrolyzed PVP fiber mat, 4TTCS/C60 electrospun fiber

Figure 3. (a) TEM and (b) high-resolution TEM (HRTEM) show the clusters of C60 powder, and (c) selected area electron diffraction (SAED)
pattern reveals their corresponding planes, proving a face-centered cubic (fcc) lattice. (d−f) TEM and (g) HRTEM of SiOC/C60 fiber mats display
a long, smooth, uniform fiber morphology similar to that observed in the SEM, and (h) corresponding SAED pattern exhibits similar planes as C60
powder, proving the incorporation of C60 fullerene within the fibers.
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mat, cross-linked fiber mat, and pyrolyzed SiOC/C60 fiber mat,
respectively. Also, Figure 2f−j presents their corresponding
high-magnification SEM images. The large-size C60 clusters are
not observable in the SiOC/C60 fiber mat, which proves the
homogeneous mixture of C60 in the fiber mat solution for
electrospinning. The presence of a few beads in the cross-
linked, electrospun, and pyrolyzed fiber mats has been
illustrated in Figure 2h−j. The SEM images show that after
pyrolysis at high temperatures, all the beads had undergone
shrinkage, resulting in the formation of microbeads within the
pyrolyzed sample. Additionally, a pyrolyzed SiOC fiber mat
was prepared to study the comparison with SiOC/C60, and its
SEM images and XRF data have been shown in Figure S1.
Some irregularities, such as more broken fibers in the SiOC
fiber mat compared to the SiOC/C60 fiber mat, can be
observed from the SEM images, which may have occurred due
to the brittle nature caused by the high-temperature pyrolysis
of the fiber mat.

The XRF spectra of the C60 powder, pyrolyzed PVP fiber
mat, 4TTCS/C60 electrospun fiber mat, cross-linked fiber mat,
and pyrolyzed SiOC/C60 fiber mat are shown in Figure 2k−o.
The XRF data demonstrate the elemental analysis of the fiber
mats, and all the elemental compositions are listed in Table S1.
In the XRF of C60 powder (Figure 2k), there is only a single

distinct carbon peak, which signifies its high purity. Also, the
pyrolyzed PVP contains only carbon and oxygen, which reveals
that, during electrospinning, cross-linking, or pyrolysis
processes, the fiber mats were not contaminated by any
other means. The SiOC/C60 fiber mat contains a higher wt %
of C compared to SiOC (Table S1), which confirms the
presence of C60 fullerene inside the fibers.

The morphology of bulk C60 powder and SiOC/C60 fiber
mat was investigated by TEM, as shown in Figure 3. The
clusters of C60 fullerene, shown in Figure 3a,b, were
investigated through the SAED pattern (Figure 3c), where
the bright spots overlay concentric diffusive rings, which could
be due to a truncated icosahedral structure.32 The SAED
pattern revealed the associated (111), (220), (222), (420), and
(333) planes of C60 corresponding to the d-spacing of 8.2,
5.07, 4.2, 3.2, and 2.8 Å, respectively, of the face-centered cubic
(fcc) lattice (powder diffraction file: 820505).33 On the other
hand, long fibers were observable in the TEM image of the
C60-embedded pyrolyzed SiOC fiber mat, as seen in Figure
3d−f, and the porosity within the fiber mat was visible in the
HRTEM image, as seen in Figure 3g. Pores observed in
HRTEM may have allowed the fibers used as the electrode
material to sustain volume change and facilitate charge transfer
at the electrode−electrolyte interface, which enhanced the

Figure 4. Raman spectra of (a) neat C60 powder, pyrolyzed PVP fiber mat, and curve-fitted SiOC/C60 fiber mat, which demonstrates the
characteristics of D, D″, G, and T band vibrational peaks with relative peak sharpness and positions. (b) FTIR spectra of the pyrolyzed PVP fiber
mat, SiOC fiber mat, and the as-spun, cross-linked, and pyrolyzed SiOC/C60 fiber mats with labeling of the bond of Si−O and Si−C.
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electrochemical storage capacity.34 The SAED pattern of the
SiOC/C60 fiber mat (Figure 3h) revealed that the fibers show
similar crystallographic planes as those observed in C60
powder, proving the incorporation of C60 fullerene within
the fibers (ICSD 74523). The concentric diffusive rings in the
SAED pattern were not present, which could be due to the
thermal instability of C60 fullerene when subjected to pyrolysis
at 800 °C within the SiOC/C60 fiber mat. At this elevated
temperature, the truncated icosahedral structure could have
been broken, affecting the diffraction pattern.35

Raman spectroscopy analysis of the C60 powder, pyrolyzed
fiber mat, and SiOC/C60 fiber mat provided the structural
fingerprint and vibrational modes of the molecules, which are
shown in Figure 4a. The peak for Raman shift at 1470 cm−1 for
the C60 powder denotes the Ag(2) pentagonal pinch mode.36

Both the pyrolyzed PVP and the SiOC/C60 fiber mats have a D
band at 1336 and 1330 cm−1, along with a G band at 1598 and
1590 cm−1, respectively.11 The D band appeared due to the
disorder-induced vibration of the carbon phase, while the G
band represents the in-plane stretching of the sp2 hybridized
carbon.37 Also, peaks at 1198 and 1481 cm−1 were observed
for the SiOC/C60 fiber mat, which represent T and D″ bands,
respectively. The T band represents sp2−sp3 (C−C and C�
C) bonds, while the D″ band represents the presence of
amorphous carbon due to the edges of the graphene layers,
pores, and sp3 hybridization.38 In the SiOC/C60 fiber mat, the
Raman peak of C60 powder at 1467 cm−1 is likely suppressed
by the D″ peak from SiOC.

Figure 4b illustrates the FTIR results with characteristic
absorption bands that explore the intricate bonding and
molecular interactions within the fiber matrix for electrospun,
cross-linked, and pyrolyzed SiOC/C60 fiber mats, along with
pyrolyzed PVP. Electrospun and cross-linked 4-TTCS/C60
samples show different chemical characteristics at different
wavenumbers, which have been listed in Table 1.

The observed reduction in the peak for Si−CH3 and Si−
CH�CH2 in the cross-linked sample compared to the
electrospun sample suggested that the cross-linking reaction
took place at 160 °C. After pyrolysis at 800 °C, the SiOC/C60
fiber mat showed strong absorption at 1050 cm−1 (Si−O) and
a very weaker absorption at 800 cm−1 (Si−C), while the
pyrolyzed PVP did not have any absorption peak. This

confirms the presence of more Si−O bonds compared with the
Si−C bond in the SiOC/C60 fiber mat.

The XPS of the SiOC/C60 fiber mat was investigated to
study surface characteristics, identify material constituents, and
explore the chemical and electronic states of the sample. Figure
5a illustrates the XPS survey scan of the pyrolyzed SiOC/C60
fiber mat containing the peaks for O 1s, N 1s, C 1s, and Si 2p.
Based on the elemental composition acquired from the XPS
survey (Table S2), the SiOC/C60 fiber mat contains mostly C
1s (72.10 wt %), along with 16.55 wt % of O 1s and 9.09 wt %
of Si 2p. Also, the pyrolyzed sample exhibited a small quantity
of nitrogen (2.25 wt %), presumably originating from PVP.
The high-resolution and curve-fitted XPS spectra for Si 2p, O
1s, and C 1s have been shown in Figure 5b−d, respectively.
The Si 2p spectra in Figure 5b indicate the presence of SiCO3
(103.4 eV)31 and SiC2O2 (102.8 eV)31 peaks. The
deconvoluted O 1s spectra in Figure 5c show C�O (534.4
eV)31 and O−Si (532.7 eV)31 bonds. Figure 5d demonstrates
the presence of C �O (287.2 eV),31 C−O−Si (285 eV),42

and C−C (284.6 eV)43 bonds in the C 1s spectra.
Thermogravimetric analysis (TGA) was also conducted in

flowing air to estimate the burning temperature of C60 and to
understand the thermal stability of the pyrolyzed SiOC/C60
fiber mat in terms of weight. As shown in Figure S2, the C60
powder oxidized at around 670 °C, while Bhandavat and Singh
et al. stated that SiOC barely started oxidizing at 1000 °C.12

Figure S2 also shows that at 1000 °C, SiOC/C60 loses ∼13% of
its weight. Therefore, we can assume that approximately 13 wt
% of C60 is present in the pyrolyzed SiOC/C60 fiber mat.

The C60 on Cu foil-pyrolyzed PVP fiber mat and pyrolyzed
SiOC/C60 fiber mat were used as electrodes to analyze the
electrochemical energy storage capability in lithium half-cells.
The galvanostatic charge−discharge profile for the first three
cycles, shown in Figure 6a,c,e, was used to investigate the Li+

electrochemical reactions at various potentials. The differential
capacity curves, shown in Figure 6b,d,f, derived from the GCD
profile provided enhanced clarity of the plateaus present in the
GCD profile by transforming them into distinct peaks. At a
current density of 50 mA g−1, the charge−discharge profile of
samples showed an irreversible capacity decay in the first cycle.
Among others, C60 on Cu foil showed the highest capacity
decay in the first cycle with an initial discharge capacity of
2139.90 mA h g−1 and a charge capacity of only 150.58 mA h
g−1, corresponding to a very low Coulombic efficiency of
7.04%. The pyrolyzed PVP fiber mat showed 904.62 and
552.75 mA h g−1, respectively, for discharge and charge
capacity in the first cycle, demonstrating a comparatively
higher Coulombic efficiency of over 61%. The SiOC/C60 fiber
mat showed a first-cycle discharge capacity of 1850 mA h g−1

and a charge capacity of 1211.97 mA h g−1, with the highest
Coulombic efficiency of 65.51%.

The differential capacity curve for the C60 Cu foil (Figure
6b) had reduction peaks at 1.06, 1.60, and 1.92 V, which
represents lithiation of C60, and 2.15 V in the first cycle
represents electrolyte additive decomposition and SEI
formation.44,45 The differential capacity curve of the pyrolyzed
PVP fiber mat showed reduction peaks at 0.24 V, which may
be attributed to lithiation, and 0.91 V, which may be referred
to SEI layer formation, and oxidization peaks at 0.40 and 1.07
V in Figure 6d refer to delithiation. The SiOC/C60 fiber mat
showed reduction peaks at 0.09, 0.20, 0.73, and 1.01 V, with
oxidization peaks at 0.08, 0.40, and 1.05 V in the first cycle in
Figure 6f. The reduction peak at 0.09 V indicates the lithium

Table 1. FTIR Spectra of the Electrospun 4TTCS/C60 Fiber
Mat

wavenumber
(cm−1) chemical group reference

1648 C−O stretching 31,39

1598 Si−CH�CH2 (C�C stretching) 31,40

1419 CH bending 31,39

1408 Si−CH3 (C−H asymmetric bending) 31,40

1289 CH2 wagging 31,39

1260 Si−CH3 (C−H symmetric bending) 31,40

1070 Si−O−Si asymmetric stretching 31,40

1007 Si−CH�CH2 (CH out-of-plane bending) 31,40

960 Si−CH�CH2 (CH out-of-plane bending) 31,40

793 Si−CH3 (Si−C deformation vibration) 31,41

746 Si−CH3 (Si−C deformation vibration) 31,41

645 Si−CH3 (Si−C stretching) 31,40

570 N−C = O bending 31,39
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interaction in the graphitic carbon of the fiber mat.12,46 The
reduction peak at 0.20 V indicates Li+-insertion into the
SixOyCz amorphous carbon phases.10,47,48 The reduction peak
at 0.73 V was attributed to the SEI formation due to the LiPF6-
based electrolyte and was present only in the first cycle.12 The
reduction peak at 1.01 V was very similar to the broad 1.06 V

peak of the C60 Cu foil sample, which proves the participation
of C60 fullerene in the lithiation process. Also, the oxidation
peaks at 0.08, 0.40, and 1.05 V in all three cycles indicate the
delithiation process.

A rate capability test of the half-cells, shown in Figure 7, was
investigated at 50, 800, and 1600 mA g−1 for 50 cycles each

Figure 5. (a) XPS survey scan of the SiOC/C60 fiber mat representing the presence of individual elements; high-resolution XPS spectra of (b) Si
2p, (c) O 1s, and (d) C 1s obtained from the SiOC/C60 fiber mat showing the bonding states of the Si, C, and O in the SiOC matrix.

Figure 6. Electrochemical performances of the samples in Li-ion half-cell setup: (a,c,e) GCD profiles of the C60, pyrolyzed PVP, and SiOC/C60
electrodes, respectively; (b,d,f) differential capacity curves of the C60, pyrolyzed PVP, and SiOC/C60 electrodes, respectively, derived from the
GCD profiles, providing information regarding reactions taking place at different voltages.
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and returned to 50 mA g−1 for 100 cycles. The C60 Cu foil half-
cell was stabilized at 113 mA h g−1 at 50 mA g−1 after 50 cycles
and performed very poorly at both 800 and 1600 mA g−1 for
the next 100 cycles. However, it recovered to 124 mA h g−1 at
a 50 mA g−1 current density for the last 25 cycles. The half-cell
with the pyrolyzed PVP fiber mat electrode showed a charge
capacity of 335 mA h g−1 at 50 mA g−1 current density after 50
cycles, 187 mA h g−1 at 800 mA g−1 current density after the
next 50 cycles, and only 154 mA h g−1 at 1600 mA g−1 current
density after the next 50 cycles and recovered to 336 mA h g−1

at 50 mA g−1 current density for the last 25 cycles. The cycling
stability test of the SiOC fiber mat, shown in Figure S3,
exhibited the first cycle charge capacity of 474 mA h g−1 at a
current density of 50 mA g−1, which stabilized at 312 mA h g−1

after 50 cycles. The SiOC/C60 fiber mat performed excep-
tionally well with an initial charge capacity of 1211 mA h g−1,
which dropped to 875 mA h g−1 after 50 cycles at 50 mA g−1

with a retention capacity of more than 96%. After 50 cycles at
800 mA g−1 current density, the performance of the half-cell
demonstrated stabilized performance at 560 mA h g−1 with a
Coulombic efficiency of over 97%. The SiOC/C60 half-cell
showed an almost 500 mA h g−1 specific charge capacity after
50 cycles, even at a higher current density (1600 mA g−1), with
almost 99% retention capacity. In the last 25 cycles at 50 mA h
g−1, the cell showed a constant capacity of 825 mA h g−1 with
more than 99% retention capacity. Also, the cycling stability of
SiOC/C60 powder was investigated to understand the
electrochemical performance compared with the fiber mat
form. The SiOC/C60 powder was synthesized using a method
similar to and under exact conditions to the fiber mat, only
without the electrospinning step. Then, the powders were used
to prepare an electrode on Cu foil, following conditions similar
to those of the C60 Cu foil electrode. The powder form of
SiOC/C60 demonstrates a low overall specific capacity
compared to the fiber mat form, as shown in Figure S4.

The performance comparison of all of the half-cells of this
study has been listed in Table 2.

In addition, the electrochemical performance comparison of
the polymer-derived SiOC fiber mat (without the C60)

electrode and SiOC/C60 fiber mat is presented in Table S3,
and the SiOC/C60 fiber mat exhibited superior performance
compared to other studies in terms of both capacity and
cyclability.

This superior performance of SiOC/C60 may have resulted
from the presence of C60 and related graphitic or diamond-like
carbon formed in SiOC. During the cross-linking and pyrolysis
of the fiber mat, the embedded C60 fullerenes also undergo
low- and high-temperature heat treatment, which may result in
favorable structural changes as reported in previous studies,
which increase the conductivity of C60, leading to better overall
electrode performance.49−51 Also, these structural changes of
C60 can sometimes lead to the formation of few-layer graphite
and diamond-like carbon forms,52 which contributed to the
content of free carbons in the fiber mat. Hence, during high-
temperature pyrolysis, this carbon-rich SiOC fiber mat
undergoes delayed SiOC phase separation and crystallization
into SiO2 and SiC, which provides additional Li-ion storing
sites, increased structural stability, and decreased electrical
resistivity.53,54 Previously reported SiOC ceramic powder
derived from the same or similar polysiloxane precursors
exhibited insulating behavior with a conductivity of ∼10−12 S
cm−1.12,55 However, the reported conductivity of carbon-rich
SiOC composite papers was in the range of 0.02−1.05 S
cm−1.10 The fiber mat form of pyrolyzed PVP and SiOC/C60 in
this study exhibited a conductivity of 6.25 S and 14.28 S cm−1,

Figure 7. Rate capability test performed for the C60, pyrolyzed PVP, and SiOC/C60 electrodes showing superior capacity and efficiency for the
SiOC/C60 cell.

Table 2. Summary of the Electrochemical Performance of
This Study

half-cells

current
density

(mA g−1)

first cycle sp.
charge

capacity
(mA h g−1)

first cycle
coulombic
efficiency

(%)

specific charge
capacity at 50th

cycle (mA h g−1)

C60 Cu foil 50 150 07 113
Py PVP fiber

mat
50 552 61 335

SiOC fiber
mat

50 474 64 312

SiOC/C60
fiber mat

50 1211 65 875
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respectively, which is an improvement compared to other
studies.53,56

To understand the kinetic behavior of the electrodes,
electrochemical impedance spectroscopy (EIS) of half-cells
both before and after cycling was performed. The Nyquist plot
in Figure 8a,b was fitted with an equivalent Randles circuit
using Zview software (v 3.2b, Copyright Scribner Associates,
Inc., Southern Pines, NC, USA). The Nyquist plot illustrated
an inductive loop in the high-frequency zone, which could be

due to the measurement system or cell geometry and windings.
The internal ohmic resistance, Rohm, caused by active material,
electrolyte, and electrical contacts, was common to all cells and
intercepted the real impedance axis. The semicircular curve in
the high-frequency stage denotes charge transfer impedance,
which arises from the electrolyte and the electrode interface
contact.57,58 The SEI formation and charge transfer were not
distinguishable in the plot; hence, CPEdl and RCT elements
were fitted in parallel. The sloping line in the low-frequency

Figure 8. Fitted Nyquist plot for C60 Cu foil, pyrolyzed PVP, and SiOC/C60 cells (a) before and (b) after cycling demonstrates the lowest
resistance for the SiOC/C60 cell.

Figure 9. Camera pictures of postcycled (a1−c1) C60 Cu foil, pyrolyzed PVP fiber mat, SiOC/C60 fiber mat electrodes, and their corresponding
(a2−c2) SEM images (scale: 200 μm) and (a3−c3) high-magnification SEM images (scale: 30 μm) show the change in electrodes after a long
cycling process; and (a4−c4) corresponding XRF spectra (all the elemental composition values are presented in wt %) reveal the elemental
composition of the spent electrodes.
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range of the Nyquist plot indicated the solid-state diffusion and
was fitted with the Warburg element.59 The obtained fitted EIS
data are listed in Table S4 for before and after cycling,
respectively. Also, the equivalent circuit is shown in the inset of
Figure 8b. The nomenclature of the EIS symbols has been
explained in the Supporting Information. Comparing Tables
S4 and S5, the Rohm and W−R values increase after cycling
compared to pristine cells. The increase in the ohmic resistance
or Rohm value, also known as electrolyte resistance, is due to the
reduction in the count of accessible sites for Li ions, electrolyte
substance decomposition (such as PF6

− and EC/DMC), or an
elevation of concentration of organic species in the electrolyte
solution which impede the mobility of Li-ions.59−61 The W−R
value or Warburg resistance may have increased due to solid-
and liquid-state diffusion. Despite the fact of additional sites
for Li-ion diffusion and the reduction in diffusion length due to
the presence of the nanomaterial, resistances may persist
because of the nonuniformity in active material size in the
electrode.59,62 On the other hand, RCT values decrease after
cycling compared to pristine cells, which may have occurred
due to the increase in internal resistance and capacity decay of
the half-cells over the cycling period.63 The tabulated data after
cycling show that Rohm is 11.56 for the C60 Cu foil electrode,
and for the pyrolyzed PVP sample, Rohm (= 23.26) is the
highest. However, for the SiOC/C60 cycled electrode, Rohm had
the lowest value of 10.07 while maintaining the lowest CPEdl
(N) and lowest RCT of only 25.78 compared to cycled C60 Cu
foil and cycled pyrolyzed PVP RCT values of 128.4 and 96.84,
respectively. Additionally, the spent SiOC/C60 electrode boasts
a low W−R value compared to C60 Cu foil. The deviation of
W−P values from the ideal condition indicates the existence of
other processes beyond solid-state diffusion, such as migration
and liquid/electrolyte phase diffusion.59

All of the half-cells were disassembled in an inert (Ar)
environment after cycling. The postcycling analysis of the
electrodes included camera pictures, SEM, and XRF character-
ization techniques, as shown in Figure 9. The white layer in
Figure 9a1 and the long fibers in Figure 9a2,a3 indicate the
presence of glass fibers on the C60 Cu foil electrode from the
separator. The white layer of the glass separator was not
present in the pyrolyzed PVP fiber mat (Figure 9b1) and
SiOC/C60 fiber mat (Figure 9c1). The high-magnification
SEM image in Figure 9a3 compared to that in Figure 2f
demonstrates that the large C60 clusters have broken down into
smaller fragments due to the lithium-ion intercalation. The
diameter distribution plots in Figure S5a−d were extrapolated
from SEM images of Figure 2g for precycle and Figure 9b2,b3
for postcycle pyrolyzed PVP and Figure 2j for the precycle and
Figure 9c2,c3 for the postcycle SiOC/C60 fiber mat electrode.
In the pristine condition, the average fiber diameter for
pyrolyzed PVP was found to be approximately 0.6−0.8 μm
(Figure S5a), and the mean diameter for the SiOC/C60 fiber
mat was around 1.0−1.4 μm (Figure S5c). After a long cycling
process, the average diameter of the fibers was found to be
around 0.8−0.9 μm (Figure S5b) and 1.6−2.0 μm (Figure
S5d) for pyrolyzed PVP and SiOC/C60 fiber mat, respectively,
which indicates the diameter increase of approximately 40%.
Due to the presence of interfiber void spaces, the increase in
fiber diameter could not exert any major impact on the overall
volume change of the electrode.

The qualitative elemental analysis was conducted using the
XRF technique on the spent electrodes. The resulting data are
plotted in Figure 9a4−c4, and the elemental composition is

detailed in Table S6. All of the electrodes exhibited
characteristic peaks of C and O, suggesting the presence of
carbon and oxygen after cycling. Additionally, peaks for F and
P were also discernible due to the use of the LiPF6 electrolyte.
The copper peak observed in Figure 9a4 may have arisen due
to the C60 coating on Cu foil, and the presence of glass fibers
from the separator may have resulted in the silicon peak.30

Also, the absence of a glass separator on the SiOC/C60 spent
electrode fiber mat indicates that the silicon peak observed in
the XRF spectrum (Figure 9c4) originated from the silicon
element present in the PDC precursor.

4. CONCLUSIONS
In summary, the fabrication of nonwoven fiber mats of C60
buckminsterfullerene-reinforced SiOC is realized by dissolving
C60 nanopowders in a liquid-phase hybrid precursor of TTCS
and PVP, followed by electrospinning and pyrolysis in Ar gas.
The mass fraction of C60 in the polymer precursor was set at 5
wt %. The pyrolyzed composite fibers produced had an average
diameter of approximately 1.2 μm. The presence of C60 in the
fiber mat was mainly confirmed by the use of TEM electron
diffraction. Also, the TGA mass loss analysis of the SiOC/C60
fiber mat and C60 and comparison with neat SiOC suggested
approximately 13 wt % loading of carbon forms from C60 in the
SiOC/C60 pyrolyzed fiber mat. The lithium half-cell compris-
ing of SiOC/C60 fiber mat working electrode maintained a
specific charge capacity of 825 mA h g−1 after 175 cycles,
which was more than 2 and 6 times that of neat carbonized
PVP fiber and neat C60 electrodes, respectively. Significant
improvement in Li-ion charge capacity, rate capability, and
stability for the SiOC/C60 fiber mat over SiOC and C60
electrodes is attributed to high electrical conductivity because
of high free carbon content (formation of percolation
networks) and a robust Si−O−C mixed bond network
structure that offered large sites for active Li+ and fiber
morphology that improved wetting by the electrolyte and
provided smooth channels for ion transportation to/from the
electrolyte/electrode interface.
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