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Cafes of Taws and Leprofy, treated with Ni- 

trous Acid and Oxygenated Muriate of Pot- 

ajl). By C. Chiftiolm, M. D. Infpettor- 
General of the Ordnance Medical Depart- 
ment in the Wejl Indies, 

CASES OF YAWS. 

WIlliam 
M'Kearnan, aged 23, admit- 

ted Auguft 18.1798, arrived with the 
lad detachment of artillery from England. Im- 

mediately before leaving England, he was fta- 
tioned at Hilfea barracks, where he fays his 

prefent complaint was contra&ed by fleeping in 
the fame bed with an infe&ed perfon returned 
from the Weft Indies. His complaints are 

entirely confined to the Ikin, and confift of 

?a number of Urge ring-worms, and about 

the 
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the loins there are four yawy excrefcencesj 

In other refpe&s he is in good health. After a 

purge, he was put, on the 29th, on a courfe of 
the nitrous acid, two drachms to a quart of 

water per day.?September 2. Has a yaw up- 
on the calf of the right leg : an eryfipelatous 
eruption on the fame leg: the difeafe evi- 

dently yaws. Continue.?6th, Complains of 
his gums being raw and florid : the medicine 

otherwife agrees with him, and the yawy 

fores beginning to mend. Continue.?9th* 
A frefti eruption of yawy excrefcences has 
taken place on the lumbar region, and 011 the 
left fcapula 5 and fome of the old are drop- 
ping off. Continue.?12th, Complained of 

much general pain, which has been fucceeded 

by a frefh eruption of yaws. Continue.?15th, 
Sent to Negro Point for the benefit of fea- 

bathing, and continued there till the 20th, du- 

ring which the exhibition of the nitrous acid 
was negledted j the difeafe confequently fta- 

tionary.?20th, Ordered three drachms in a 

quart of water daily.?28th, In every refpetS 
better : moll of the fores have dried upland 
?Houghed off. Continue.?O&ober 3. A con- 

fiderable eruption of prid^y heat, attended 
with 
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with much flufhing of the face, and pain and 

throbbing in the temples : for the laft fymp- 
tom a blifter applied behind each ear. Dif- 

continue the nitrous acid.?6th, The above 

fymptoms have continued, and, in addition, 
is fenlible of a pricking pain in the left 

breaft, with cough ; bled to twelve ounces, 
and a little paregoric elixir at bed-time.?9th, 
The fymptoms of inflammation being remo- 
ved by the remedies ordered, began the ni- 
trous acid again ; the remaining yaws begin- 
ning to flough.?nth, All figns of fuper- 
oxygenation have difappeared. Continue a- 

cid.?17th, Only two yaws remain. Continue. 
?18th, Cough flufhing, &c. returned, but not 
troublefome. Continue.?20th, Together with 

cough, &c. on getting out of bed this morn- 

ing was totally blind for the fpace of ifive 
minutes ; only one yaw remaining. Difconti- 

nue the acid.?26th, The laft yaw dropped 
off laft night. About the beginning of No- 
vember difcharged free of complaint, but 

directed to go on duty for fome time to Ne- 

gro Point, for the benefit of fea-bathing. 

Dr 
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Dr Davidfon of Marfinico has favoured 

me with the following extradl of a letter, re- 
ceived by him from Dr Herries of St Vin- 
cent : 

" I have given the nitrous acid diluted as 

you dire&ed, a fair trial in two cafes of yaws, 
and one of lues, in all which it has furpaffed 
my moft fanguine expectations. They had 
not taken it more than four weeks, when, to 

every appearance, they were perfectly well; 
but I thought prudent to continue it a week 

longer. I have three patients with the yaws 
now, but not yet in a ilate to take the nitrous 

acid : when they are, I fhall prefcribe it for 

them, and will acquaint you with the refult." 

29th November 179 8. 

Several other cafes have occurred, in which 
the efficacy of this medicine has been equally 
confpicuous. Trials have been made in De- 

merera, in yaws, which have hitherto failed, 

partly from the impurity of the medicine ori- 

ginally, and partly from all injudicious expo- 
pofition of it to the fun. 

LE? 
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LEPROSY. , 

f V 
CASE I. 

A Negro Woman, at Fort-Royal, Marti- 
nico, under the immediate charge of Dr Da- 
vidfon.?" Before fhe had begun the ufe of 

the oxygenated muriate of potato, the leprous 
fpots had rapidly fpread, and became of that 

deep colour which the nitrous acid com- 

municates to the Ikin ; ihe complained alfo of 
intolerable burning pain in them ; a difficul- 

ty of breathing, and pain in her cheft. A 

fortnight after fhe began taking the medi- 
cine, at the rate of thirty grains in the day, 
the fpots began to refume the natural colour 

of the fkin ; the pain in the cheft ceafed ; her 

tongue became white. A purging, brought 
on by the muriate, retarded the progrefs of 
the cure ; but by perfeverance, and the addi- 
tion of opium, that has been effected in about 
fix weeks." 

1 

1 

CAS5J 
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CASE II. 

By the fame. 
" Mr D junior, of St 

Pierre's, is about thirteen years of age, of a 
fair complexion, and flender make. His dif- 

eafe began with fpots of a yellow colour at 

firit, upon different parts of the body, and 

upon the face and lips, which gradually be- 
came larger, and of a deep brown, inclining 
to black; the ears thickened and fwelled, the 

countenance of a horrid grim appearance ; a 

ftiffnefs of the tendons of the thighs, and ina- 

bility to walk. He has taken the nitrous 

acid about three months. The change has 
been remarkable. About a fortnight ago 
all the fpots had nearly difappeared; but 

omitting the medicine, from its having been 

expended, the fpots again returned, and are 

now flightly yellowifh. I faw him in St 

Pierre's two days ago ; he was then attending 
a merchant's ftore. His appetite is good, he 
refts well, his body regular. His mother ob- 

ferved, that, after taking the medicine about 
a month, his cheeks became of a florid red, 

and alfo the fpots became of a deeper red up- 
on 
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on the body. He has begun the nitrous acid 

again, and I am in hopes that he will Toon be 
reftored to health, which I muft confefs I had 
little hopes of, when I firft took him in hand. 

CASE III. 

A medical friend of St Chriftopher's has 
informed me very lately (January 11. 1800), 
that the nitrous acid, in one cafe of leprofy, 
produced a furprifingly beneficial effedt; but 
not having a fufficient quantity of it by him, 
he was not able to profecute the cure to com- 

pletion. 
The reader may advantageoufly compare 

thefe fadts, on which every dependence may 
be placed, with M. De Gimbernat's cafe of 

leprofy, cured by the inhalation of oxygenous 
gas.?Dr Beddoes' Confederations on Facti- 
ous Airs, Cafe 33. 

Vol. VI Cc XI. 


