Article III. -Note on the occurrence of Paralysis and Muscular
A trophy in the Horge, in connmection with Arterial Obstruction and
Obliteration. B¥ the late John Bgrlow, Professor of Anatomy

ﬁ

and physiology it the YefRFiRary tiTiese; Edinburdh.

(Read ®° the Medico-Chirurgical Society of Edinburgh by P* TV. T. Gairdner.)

[The late John Barlow was known tomany Of the members of this ggojety,

Although he did not frequent its meetings, mor interest himself girectly in the
progress ©f practical medicine (except in his own department), the eminently
scientific character of his mind led him to consider all jnquiries bearing upon

anatomy and physiology, a= Well as on pathology i its more general sense, as
being connected together, and as therefore falling within the yange of his studies.

He sought, therefore, the gociety of medical men, not merely because he found
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in our profession men with whom his intellectual and moral nature permitted
him to gympathige, Put because he wasabll to give to them, and to receive from
them, such information as wa= found to be jndispensable toPothparties, on the
common ground ©f their scientific pursuits. T may Pe permitted to take this
opportunity °f giving expression t° my ©wn personal regard for Mr Barlow,

derived from somewhat greater opportunities of knowing him than thle majority
of us. Cut off, as he g, at an early period of his career, @nd with a great
portion of his work ypfinished, none but his personal friends can know how
great is the blank left 1y, his loss. Mr Barlow was one Oof those men whose
character rises in value to the world with eyery year ©f life, Put who, to use a
common phrase, do not do themselves jUStiCE at the outset. It was character-
istic of him to do things, not in a showy, but in an exact and ‘conscientious man-
ner. He did not gpring forward to generalized conclusions with great rapidity;
but he laid hold on thé broad and solid masses of attainable truth around him,
so firmly and so generally, that there was scarcely = subject t° which he had
given his attention, on which he did not know more than he was readily brought
to profess. And what he knew was known once for g]]; it did not require the
paring down and polishing which is usually the res?llt of dis?ussion‘. for the
simple reason that he performgd all this process in his own mind, anxiously
looking at everything he studied fromall possible points of view, and refraining
from giving in his adhesion to any opinion, till he was well assured that it was
not merely 2 stage towards the digcovery ©f truth, but the yery truth itself.
For this reason, in science, as in private life, M* Barlow's lightest word was
always sure to be a well-considered and true word. He was never seduced by
a favourable opportunity of displaying his knowledge into any premature or
hasty statement of what he had imperfectly observed. Perhaps he had even
too little of the natural and proper desire to gain credit for his own observa-
tions; and when he announced what he kney, he did so with a brevity which
was gcarcely for the advantage of science. Had he lived to complete his pro-
jected work on the anatomy and ph37siology of the horse, to which, and to the
teaching of his class, almost all his scientific labours were directed/ his great
merits would have been duly appreciated.

The fqllowing T}ote was one which I receiyed frorln Mxr Barllow,‘ very shortly
before his fatal illness. Notwithstanding its brevity, I think it due to the
memory ©f my late friend tohring it under the notice of the Medico-Chirurgical
Society ; the more so, as I had requested him, and he had consented, to read to
the Society a communication on the subject, of which this pote, illustrated as
it is py the beautiful preparation which he has left in the hands of Professor
Dick, are all that can now be placed on record. I have only to add that the
subject is, T believe, to some extent, = mew one in yeterinary medicine,1 and
will, no doubt, prove interesting to those who are acquainted with the nume-
rous observations now existing as to the obturation of arteries in the human

subject. W- T. Gaikdner.]

1, Pllrlg Street, Dec. 12, 1855.
My Dear gjr,?I have recently met with a few instances in
which arteries of considerable size have been almost entirely plugged
up with fibrinous clots, firmly adherent to then' walls. In these

cases during life, thelre was sometimes visible but unexplained atrophy
of certain muscles, " regions specially supplied by such vessels; and
sometimes when a main tyunk, such as the aorta pogterjor, became

thus plugged, there was palgy of the hind parts (of course I speak

* Since the above was read to the Society, my attention has been directed p
Professor Simpgon toa reference 1in Romberg (Syd. Society's Transactions, vol.
it., p. 247), which shows that cases of this affection in the horse are on record
in the German jourpals, W- T. G.
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of the horge), At first I fancied these things to possess = material

interest, and did not preserve the vessels. However, this day week,
 pony, greatly disabled hehind, but not completely paralytic, w==
brought for dissection. I found a large plug of adherent fibrin in the
aorta post., just where this vessel divides into the two iliacs on each
side. (In the horge, }rou will remember, there is no " common iliac,'l
but the aorta post, divides into the internal and external jliacs.)
This plug was firmly adherent to the roof of the gyrqp, that i5 to
that part lying in contact with the vertebrae. It was not sufficiently

large to obstruct the stream of blood completely, but it must have

caused a material lessening of the stream. The internal j]izeg, how-

ever, were completely plugged up, and the outside of the fibrinous
clot was adherent to their walls?in many places all the way round.
In one place especially, = calcifying process ¢ taking place in the
coagulum. Ifsuch things are not already too familiar to you, I wish
you would look in at Clyde Street any day before two p.m., for the

condition 15 to.me Somewhat new.?Yours ever truly,
JOHN BARLOW .



