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Dear Editor,

We would like to share ideas on the publication “The rela-
tionship betweenCOVID-19 and the dental damage stage 
determined by radiological examination [1].” Sirin and 
Ozcelik noted that “The relationship detected between dental 
damage (DD) stage and the severity and prognosis of viral 
disease such as COVID-19 was found to be remarkable for 
extensive studies [1].” The data on the impact of COVID-19 
on dental health is limited. Dziesdzic and Wojtyczka noted 
that the soft tissue inflammation could result in tooth loss 
in patients with COVID-19 [2]. Halboub et al. noted that 
there were various oral problems in COVID-19 patients but 
there were few reports on the dental problems [3]. How-
ever, the pathogenesis that the SARS CoV2 might cause 
dental prolems is not well clarified. In the present report, 
there might be an association between DD stage and the 
severity and prognosis of the disease. Nevertheless, there 
is no data on the dental health status background of the 
subjects in the study. The radiological finding might repre-
sent underlying dental problems that might have effects on 
COVID-19. The pathological bacteria at periodontal space 
in a COVID-19 patient with periodontitis might be aspirated 
and cause superimposed bacterial infection [4]. This is a 
possible pathogenesis of severe lung disorder in a COVID-
19 patient with poor dental health. Nevertheless, the obser-
vation by Dziesdzic and Wojtyczka might be confounded 
by many factors. The important confounding factors are 
personal illness (such as diabetes) and treatment. To assess 
the relationship between the DD stage and the severity and 
prognosis of COVID-19, it is necessary to control the effect 
of confounding factors.
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