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Abstract
The biological effects of high charge and energy (HZE) particle exposures are of interest in

space radiation protection of astronauts and cosmonauts, and estimating secondary cancer

risks for patients undergoing Hadron therapy for primary cancers. The large number of parti-

cles types and energies that makeup primary or secondary radiation in HZE particle expo-

sures precludes tumor induction studies in animal models for all but a few particle types and

energies, thus leading to the use of surrogate endpoints to investigate the details of the radia-

tion quality dependence of relative biological effectiveness (RBE) factors. In this report we

make detailed RBE predictions of the charge number and energy dependence of RBE’s using

a parametric track structure model to represent experimental results for the low dose response

for chromosomal exchanges in normal human lymphocyte and fibroblast cells with compari-

son to published data for neoplastic transformation and gene mutation. RBE’s are evaluated

against acute doses of γ-rays for doses near 1 Gy. Models that assume linear or non-targeted

effects at low dose are considered. Modest values of RBE (<10) are found for simple

exchanges using a linear dose response model, however in the non-targeted effects model for

fibroblast cells large RBE values (>10) are predicted at low doses <0.1 Gy. The radiation qual-

ity dependence of RBE’s against the effects of acute doses γ-rays found for neoplastic trans-

formation and gene mutation studies are similar to those found for simple exchanges if a linear

response is assumed at low HZE particle doses. Comparisons of the resulting model parame-

ters to those used in the NASA radiation quality factor function are discussed.

Introduction
Estimating high LET radiation carcinogenesis risk is of interest in studies of normal tissue
damage in Hadron cancer therapy with protons, carbon and other heavy ion beams, and space
radiation protection during space travel. The high charge and energy (HZE) particles of galac-
tic cosmic rays (GCR) include particles from hydrogen to nickel over a broad energy range and
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through nuclear interactions a significant secondary radiation dose occurs most importantly
neutrons [1–3]. Major challenges for high LET risk estimation are the absence of human epide-
miology data, and the quantitative and qualitative differences in their biological effects com-
pared to low LET radiation found in experimental studies with murine or cell culture models
[1,2]. GCR dose-rates in tissue vary from 0.08 to 0.2 Gy per over the 11-year solar cycle with
less than 0.05 Gy/y from HZE particles [1–5]. In Hadron therapy with carbon beams an RBE
for cell killing is applied such that the dose per fraction of less than 1 Gy often occurs, while a
large range of total doses overall fractions (0 to>10 Gy) occur in normal tissues away from
tumor sites [6,7]. Mechanisms of biological damage are likely distinct at high dose compared to
low dose, and the smaller signal at low dose is a major obstacle for animal experiments to be
performed with statistically significant sample sizes.

Very few animal studies of dose responses for tumor induction from HZE particles have been
reported [8–14]. These studies have been limited by the number of particles and energies used,
while most studies have been carried out at medium to high doses (>0.1 Gy). Chromosomal aber-
rations (CA), including simple and complex exchanges [15–20], gene mutation [21–24] and neo-
plastic transformation [25] have been used as surrogate endpoints to investigate radiation quality
effects related to cancer risk estimation. Previously we have shown that human peripheral blood
lymphocyte (PBL) cells follow a linear dose response for simple exchanges following HZE particle
irradiation for doses as low as 0.01 Gy, which corresponds to less than 1 in 5 particle traversal per
cell for the 16O, 28Si, and 56Fe particles considered [26]. CA in lymphocytes cells showed radiation
quality dependence that deviated from a simple dependence on LET [18] consistent with track
structure models of other endpoints (reviewed in [27]), which suggest that biological effects
depend on particle charge and kinetic energy and not LET alone. In contrast to lymphocyte cells,
normal human fibroblast cells have a low dose response for HZE particles that was best fit with a
supra-linear dose response model, suggesting that non-targeted effect (NTE) mechanisms are at
play. NTEs are important at doses corresponding to less than 1 particle traversal per cell (<0.2
Gy), with a linear response accurate at higher doses (0.2 to 1 Gy) [26]. Because fundamental to
radiation protection is the assumption of a linear dose response, including defining quality factors
based on data for relative biological effectiveness (RBE) factors [15,16], the non-linear dose
response has important implications at the doses most likely to occur in space radiation exposures
and the doses in normal tissues at risk for secondary cancers in Hadron therapy.

Traditionally, radiation protection has used radiation quality factors or radiation weighting
factors based on subjective assessments of the experimental quantity RBEmax, which compares
low dose particle exposures to low dose and dose-rate γ-rays [15,16] in model biological sys-
tems. The large uncertainties in RBEmax observed in various experiments are due in large part
to the ineffectiveness of low dose and dose-rate γ–rays, and hence the large uncertainties in
determining their biological effects [27–32]. Therefore for RBE assessments and defining the
radiation quality factor function to be used in radiation protection, the NASA approach con-
siders acute γ-ray dose response fit to a linear response at doses near 1-Gy as the reference radi-
ation [28,29]. In this report we analyze CA data in human fibroblast and lymphocyte cells
using a parametric track structure model that follows the functional form used in the NASA
radiation quality factor function [27–29]. The radiation quality dependence of RBEs for chro-
mosomal aberrations is analyzed and compared to results for RBEs for studies of neoplastic
transformation and gene mutation.

Methods
All experimental data for chromosome aberrations were previously published with the excep-
tion of data for 48Ti particles in the hTERT immortalized 82–6 human normal skin fibroblasts
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cells described previously [26], which are reported here (S1 Table). These data are collected in
identical fashion to our previous report [26] using the premature chromosome condensation
technique to collect chromosomes in the G2/M phase of the cell cycle. In these experiments
using chromosome painting of chromosomes 1, 2 and 4, the frequency of aberrations in the
painted chromosomes was evaluated as the ratio between aberrations scored and total cells
analyzed with standard errors calculated assuming Poisson statistics [19,26]. Simple exchanges
include translocations and dicentrics, while complex exchanges were scored as exchanges
involving a minimum of three breaks in two or more chromosomes [19,26].

The area of the cell nucleus for human fibroblast and lymphocyte cells were determined to
be 162 μm2 and 30 μm2, respectively [26]. Using the relationship between LET (L, in keV/μm),
absorbed dose (D, in Gy) and fluence (F, in μm2) while ignoring the contributions from delta-
rays in cells not traversed by particles [33], the mean number of particle hits per cell nucleus
(H) is given by:

F ¼ 6:24D
L

ð1Þ

H ¼ 6:24DA
L

¼ FA ð2Þ

Using a generalized linear model, the number of exchanges per cell (Y) was fit to linear and
non-targeted effect (NTE) models, as described by the following equations:

Y ¼ Y0 þ sF Linear model ð3Þ

Y ¼ Y0 þ sF þ ZI NTE1 model ð4Þ

Y ¼ Y0 þ sFð1� e�HÞ þ Ze�HI NTE2 model ð5Þ

where Y0 is the estimated number of simple or complex exchanges per cell at a dose of 0 Gy, σ
is the biological action cross section as described below, I is the indicator function that irradia-
tion occurred, and η represents the non-targeted effects coefficient, which is parameterized as a
function of LET by:

Z ¼ Z0 Le
�Z1 L ð6Þ

The NTE2 model further takes into account that as dose is increased, fewer cells are
bystanders and more cells have particle tracks. For the 82–6 fibroblast cells, both linear and
NTE models were evaluated for simple exchanges [26]. On the contrary, only linear dose
response models for simple and complex exchange aberrations were assessed for human lym-
phocyte cells based on the finding of a lack of a deviation from a linear response at low doses in
previous analysis [26]. The data sets for HZE particles considered doses predominantly below
1 Gy [18,19,26] thus minimizing possible high dose effects that can lead to downward or
upward curvature in dose responses.

In the parametric track structure model [27–29,34] the biological action cross section is
given by:

s ¼ s0P þ ag L
6:24

ð1� PÞ P ¼ ð1� expð� Z�2

kb2 ÞÞm ð7Þ

where Z� is the effective charge number of the particle, and β is the particle velocity relative to
the velocity of light. The constant αγ is the linear regression coefficient for acute doses of γ-rays
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for the same endpoint. The parametric form of (eq 7) is similar to the Katz cellular track struc-
ture model [35,36], however assuming an initial linear dose component for γ-rays for m>1.

The value of m represents the so-called target number which can be fit to the γ-ray dose
response data along with a radio-sensitivity parameter D0 using

Y ¼ Y0 þ ½1� expð�D=DoÞ�m ð8Þ

For RBE estimates against acute doses of γ-rays as the reference radiation, we consider αγ
the low-LET slope estimated by assuming a linear dose response at higher doses. This approach
is used in the NASA QF model in order to be consistent with the linear response model used to
represent the Atomic-bomb survivor solid cancer incidence data [37,38], while in this report
we follow a similar approach based on the experiments under consideration.

The value of Y0, track structure model parameters (σ0 and κ) and NTE model parameters
(η0 and η1) are fitted across all particle beams using nonlinear least-squares data fitting
weighted by the inverse of the variance. Using the same approach the values ofm and D0 or
alternatively αγ, are estimated using the data for γ-rays. All statistical analysis and data fitting
were done using STATA/SE version 14.1 (Stata Corp.). The best fit for different models was
determined using the Akaike information criteria (AIC) and Bayesian information criteria
(BIC), which considers the number of parameters in each model, while the lowest AIC and BIC
provides the best fit to data [39,40].

The functional form of the RBE function based on the linear or targeted effects assumption
(TE), which uses a linear fit to acute γ-ray responses as the reference radiation is [27,41]:

RBETE ¼ ð1� PÞ þ 6:24s0P
agL

ð9Þ

For the NTE1 model it is convenient to define a cross-over dose where the contributions
from the TE and NTE terms in (eq 4) are equal:

Dcr ¼ ZL
6:24s

ð10Þ

The RBE in the NTE1 model is then a function of the particles absorbed dose, D and is
given by [27,41]:

RBENTE ¼ RBETEð1þ
Dcr

D
Þ ð11Þ

A similar expression is found for the NTE2 model with the modifications for particle hits
from (eq 5). At significantly low particle doses (<1 mGy) the NTE contribution should become
negligible, and a further low dose modification would be needed as discussed below.

Results
We first consider the results for human lymphocyte cells exposed to γ-rays. Table 1 show the
results of fitting γ-ray dose response data for the same volunteer used in the majority of HZE
particle experiments for fixed values ofm or allowing the value ofm to be used as a free param-
eter. Prior results did not reveal a significant difference in the linear slopes for exchanges for
the small number of volunteers used in these experiments [18,19,26]. Interestingly values of
m = 2 and 4 for simple and complex exchanges, respectively, were found to give optimal fits
and close to the value found withm treated as a free parameter (1.89±0.64 and 3.8±1.3 for sim-
ple and complex exchanges, respectively). These values would be suggested if the target number
corresponded to the number of double-strand breaks (DSBs) required for each type of
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exchange. The values ofm = 2 and 4 for simple and complex exchanges, respectively were used
in the analysis of the HZE particle data and RBE predictions.

A linear dose response model fit to γ-ray data led to the coefficients, αγ of 0.157±0.027 Gy
-1

and 0.015±0.006 Gy-1 for simple and complex exchanges, respectively in PBL cells.
The biological action cross section represents the probability of damage induction per parti-

cle. Fig 1 shows the model fits to the biological action cross section for simple (upper panel)
and complex exchanges (lower panel), respectively in PBL cells. Experimental data considered
included those for 16O (55, 77, 128, and 250 MeV/u), 20Ne (64, 89, 142, and 267 MeV/u), 28Si
(93, 150, 170, 240, 490, and 600 MeV/u), 48Ti (240, 380, and 1000 MeV/u), and 56Fe (450, 600,
750, 1000, and 5000 MeV/u) particles. In Table 2 we show the values of parameters resulting
from these fits. The value of σ0 which roughly corresponds to the geometric cross sectional
area where damage occurs or saturation value of the cross section, was found as 17.7 and
22.9 μm2 for simple and complex exchanges, respectively. These values represent a significant
fraction of the nuclear area of the lymphocyte cells of ~30 μm2, with the value for complex
exchanges somewhat larger than that found for simple exchanges.

Figs 2 and 3 show results of fitting linear and NTE’s dose response models to experimental
data for simple exchanges in 82–6 fibroblast cells for several HZE particle types and energies. The
left panels of Figs 2 and 3 show the full dose range and the right panels focus on the lower dose

Table 1. Parameter estimates for γ-ray dose response data for simple and complex exchanges in human lymphocytes cells. Parameter and stan-
dard deviations (including p-values) for the same volunteer used in the majority of particle experiments are shown. Fits for fixed values ofm or allowing the
value ofm to be used as a fitting parameter are described. Also shown are values for the Akaike information criteria statistic (AIC) and Bayes information crite-
ria (BIC) statistic where models with the lowest AIC or BIC values provide the optimal fit to the data. The model providing the best fit to experimental data is
shown in bold-face font.

Best fit with “m” free parameter m = 2 m = 3 m = 4 m = 5

Simple Exchanges in Human Lymphocyte Cells

m 1.89±0.64 (<0.060) 2 3 4 5

D0, Gy 1.96±0.92 (<0.121) 1.82±0.17(<10−4) 1.18±0.11(<10−4) 0.92±0.9(<10−4) -

Adj. R2 0.99998 0.99998 0.99997 0.99996

AIC -21.22 -21.22 -19.53 -17.8 -

BIC -21.61 -21.61 -19.92 -18.2 -

Complex Exchanges in Human Lymphocyte Cells

m 3.8±1.3(<0.063) 2 3 4 5

D0, Gy 2.33+0.97(<0.092) 6.67±1.33(<0.004) 3.13±0.29(<0.001) 2.22±0.2(<10−4) 1.79±0.16(<10−4)

Adj. R2 0.99999 0.99999 0.99999 0.99999 0.99999

AIC -34.9 -34.45 -36.38 -36.88 -36.22

BIC -35.68 -34.84 -36.77 -37.27 -36.61

Simple Exchanges in 82–6 Fibroblasts

m 1.18±0.19(<0.025) 2 3 4 5

D0, Gy 2.67±0.44(<0.026) 1.66±0.14(<0.001) 1.18±0.26(<0.005) 0.91±0.16(<0.011) -

Adj. R2 0.9397 0.7944 0.6205 0.5327 -

AIC -44.28 -38.12 -35.06 -34.02 -

BIC -45.46 -38.9 -35.84 -34.8

HPRT Mutations in V79 Cells

m 1.35±0.22(<0.122) 2 3 4 5

D0, Gy 10938±13126(<0.577) 848.4±44.0(<10−4) 153.1±8.97(<10−4) 64.7±3.77(<10−4) -

Adj R2 0.9324 0.8694 0.6722 0.5023

AIC -154.82 -150.93 -144.49 -141.57 -

BIC -154.92 -150.99 -144.54 -141.62 -

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0153998.t001
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Fig 1. Action cross sections for simple exchanges (upper panel) and complex exchanges (lower
panel) versus Z*2/β2 for human peripheral blood lymphocytes (PBL).

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0153998.g001

Table 2. Parameter estimates and standard deviations for several models fit to experimental data for
human lymphocyte cells with p-values for significance shown in parenthesis.

Parameter Simple Exchanges Complex Exchanges

Y0 0 0

m 2 4

σ0, μm
2 17.7±2.7 (<10−4) 22.9±4.55 (<10−4)

κ 445.9±62.4 (<10−4) 478.2±57.4 (<10−4)

Adjusted R2 0.9976 0.9962

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0153998.t002
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range up to 0.15 Gy. Results of fitting parametric models to the γ-ray data for simple exchanges
for 82–6 human fibroblast cells are also shown Table 1. The value ofm = 2 provided an adequate
fit however a value of 1.2 yielded a slightly better fitting value, which indicates a significant linear
dose component. The αγ value for a linear fit was found as 0.041±0.0051 Gy

-1. Table 3 shows
results for our comparison of the linear and NTEmodels to the HZE particle data. The NTE2
model provided the best fit based on the AIC and BIC criteria. In Table 3 a common Y0 parameter
is assumed for all particle beams in fits of each of the different models. The value of σ0 of 6.75 μm

2

for the NTE2 is much smaller than found for simple exchanges in lymphocyte cells (17.7 μm2),
which likely reflects the geometric differences between the flat ellipsoidal and spherical shapes of
fibroblasts and lymphocytes, respectively, or some underlying difference in radiosensitivity includ-
ing differences in recombination events leading to exchanges for these two cell types.

Using the model equations and fitted parameter values, we are able to make predictions of
RBE for all particle types versus kinetic energy or LET where we assume a linear fit to the
effects of acute doses of γ-rays as the reference radiation, denoted as RBEγAcute. Fig 4 shows
predictions for simple exchanges in 82–6 cells in the TE model and the NTE model for
absorbed dose of 0.05 Gy (upper panel) and 0.02 Gy (lower panel), where RBE’s are predicted
to be much higher compared to the TE model. In the NTE model the RBE values are dose-
dependent down to a very low dose and limit to the TE estimate of RBE at higher doses (>0.2
Gy). A similar result was found for RBE’s for Harderian gland tumors [13,27,41]. Fig 5 shows
predictions of RBEγAcute for simple exchanges in lymphocytes (Panel A) and 82–6 fibroblasts
ignoring the NTE contribution (Panel B) and complex exchanges in lymphocytes (Panel C).
The RBEγAcute values are much lower than our previous reports estimating RBEmax using low
dose or dose-rate γ–ray responses as the reference radiation [18,19]. Large RBE values (>30)
for complex exchanges in lymphocytes occur due to the ineffectiveness of acute doses of γ-rays.
Interestingly complex exchanges in 82–6 fibroblasts were rare events at low particle doses
(<0.2 Gy) thus precluding dose response and RBE modeling.

Experiments investigating heavy ion induction of HPRT gene mutation in V79 Chinese
hamster cells by several groups [21–24] considered a large number of particle types and ener-
gies, which are compared to our results for chromosomal exchanges. We fit the TE model to
data for biological action cross section for particles with charge number from Z = 1 to 28, while
ignoring experiments with Z>28, which provides data for 45 particle type and energy combi-
nations. Table 1 also shows the fits to the γ-ray data from Kiefer et al. [21]. Inter-laboratory dif-
ferences in the γ-ray response occur and because the current focus is on HZE particles we used
the Kiefer et al. γ-ray dose response data for RBE estimates. Table 1 shows results withm = 2
found as the best fit for integerm values. We note that consideringm as a free parameter results
inm = 1.35±0.22, however the resulting value of D0 (10,938±13,126 Gy, with p-value<0.577) is
poorly fit. Based on biophysical consideration this value for D0 is too large but at least an order
of magnitude when one considers expected microscopic energy deposition and the physical
size of the HPRT gene [42], and we therefore consider them = 2 case as the optimal fit. A linear
fit to the Kieffer et al. γ-ray data for the restricted range of doses of 1 to 4 Gy yielded αγ = (5.61
+ 0.788) x 10−6 Gy-1. Form = 2 the value of σ0 = (1.2±0.13) x10-3 μm2 is obtained, with a nearly
identical fitted σ0 value form = 3 and 4 (results not shown). We found thatm = 2 provided a
slightly improved fit compared tom = 3 or 4 for the published action cross section values from
[21–24] and this choice is also preferred based on the γ-ray dose response data. Using the
m = 2 parameter set, Fig 5 (Panel D) shows the resulting predictions of RBEγAcute for HPRT
mutations in V79 cells. Comparison of the different predictions in Fig 5 indicates a substantial
shift in RBE as a function of LET for the different HZE particles considered.

We next considered a comparison of the values of κ obtained for the different surrogate
endpoints in cell culture models. For comparison we also considered published values of fits to
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Fig 2. Frequency of simple exchanges per 100 cells as a function of dose for 82–6 human fibroblast cells. Experimental data shown with symbols and
model fits by lines. (Panel A: O (55 MeV/u) results over all doses, panel B: O (55 MeV/u) results at lower doses, panel C: Si (170 MeV/u) results over all
doses, and panel D: Si (170 MeV/u) results at lower doses), and panel E: Ti (600 MeV/u) results over all doses, and panel F: Ti (600 MeV/u) results at lower
doses).

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0153998.g002
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Fig 3. Frequency of simple exchanges per 100 cells as a function of dose for 82–6 human fibroblast cells. Experimental data shown with symbols and
model fits by lines. Panel A: Fe (600 MeV/u) results over all doses, panel B: Fe (600 MeV/u) at lower doses, panel C: Fe (450 MeV/u) results over all doses,
panel D: Fe (450 MeV/u) results at lower doses, panel E: Fe (300 MeV/u) results over all doses, and panel F: Fe (300 MeV/u) results at lower doses.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0153998.g003
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the neoplastic transformation experiments for 9 HZE particle type and energy combinations
[25] withm = 2 and 3 fits made by Waligorski et al. [43]. Table 4 shows how values of κ vary
withm for the different endpoints and the average value of κ for the different surrogate end-
points. The trend of a functional κ(m) relationship is similar to that of the probability distribu-
tion function (PDF) representing model parameter uncertainty assumed in the NASA QF
model [27] where for m = 2, 3, and 4 subjective estimates of κ = 733, 550, and 440 are assumed,
which are reasonably close to the average values obtained here of κ = 630±142, 534±81, and
439±91, respectively. However in the NASA model, the QF function assumed the value of
m = 3 as the central estimate, while the present analysis suggestm = 2 is the best choice based
on fits to published HZE particle experiments where a significant number of particle types
were available to test model parameters.

Discussion
In this report we focused on the radiation quality dependence of RBE’s for surrogate endpoints
of cancer risk in cell culture models, and how RBE values are influenced by possible NTEs.
Very few animal experiments of the dose response for tumor induction have been reported
with particle beams [8–14]. Thus investigations of surrogate endpoints for cancer risk utilizing
a sufficient number of particles (>5) play an important role in making an assessment of radia-
tion quality for secondary cancer risk in Hadron therapy and space travel, which should be
augmented with theoretical understanding of particle track structure and microscopic energy
deposition. Our approach considered the parametric track structure model that is used in the
NASA QF function [27–29], which depends on particle kinetic energy and charge number and
not LET alone as assumed in previous ICRP and NCRP considerations [2,15,16]. The NASA
risk model has recently been updated to use acute doses of γ-rays as the reference radiation
[28], which results in a lower overall uncertainty in risk estimates [29]. The RBE’s reported in
this report use this same approach.

Not all aspects of particle track structure are represented in this functional form of (eq 7),
including the influence of the stochastics of particle tracks [44] and the role of differences in
the energies of delta-rays [45] that occur between low and high velocity particles, which are
possibly important because electrons are more biologically effective at low (< 10 keV) com-
pared to higher energies [15]. However, the model allows for a dependence on both charge
number Z, and kinetic energy, E, which is supported by experiments. Thus the predictions of
Fig 5 result in a significant deviation of radiation quality dependence of LET alone. The value
of σ0 found for each endpoint study reflects the geometric area of the damage region for the

Table 3. Parameter estimates and standard deviations for several models fit to experimental data for 82–6 human fibroblast cells in linear and
non-targeted (NTE) models. Shown are Akaike information criteria statistic (AIC) and Bayes information criteria (BIC) statistic values for the different mod-
els are for global fit for all particle data in this cell line with values in bold font providing best fit to data. P-values that indicate the significance of the parameters
are shown in parenthesis.

Parameter/Model Linear NTE1 Model NTE2 Model

Y0 0.0075 +0.0008 0.0017±0.0007 0.0017±0.0007

m 2 2 2

σ0, μm
2 4.44+1.17 (<0.019) 6.12 ±1.66 (<0.021) 6.75±1.67 (<0.016)

κ 392±255 (<0.001) 796±287 (<10−4) 590±236 (<10−4)

η0, (keV/μm)-1 - 0.00011±0.00009(<0.299) 0.00047±0.00026(<0.152)

η1, (keV/μm)-1 - 0.007±0.0056(<0.256) 0.011±0.0035(<0.036)

AIC 3.29 3.24 3.17

BIC -12.20 -13.50 − 13.59

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0153998.t003
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Fig 4. Predictions of relative biological effectiveness, RBEγAcute for simple exchanges in 82–6
fibroblasts in targeted effects (TE) model and non-targeted effects (NTE2) models. A) Upper panel is
predictions for absorbed dose of 0.05 Gy for C, Si, and Fe particles. B) Lower panel is predictions for
absorbed dose of 0.02 Gy for C, Si, and Fe particles.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0153998.g004
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endpoint. The value of σ0 determined for complex exchanges was larger than for simple
exchanges in human lymphocytes, which is reflective of the larger number of DSB’s needed for
complex exchange formation. A key aspect of the NASA model is to form probability distribu-
tion functions (PDF’s) to represent uncertainties in values of parameters that enter into the
model function. The present work contributes to making an objective assessment of PDF’s for
NASA QF function parameters as recommended in a review by the U.S. National Research
Council [31].

The results of fits for simple and complex CAs in PBL were accurately represented by target
numbers ofm = 2 andm = 4, which suggests mis-repair of 2 and 4 double strand breaks,
respectively are the dominant cause of these endpoints. Results for simple and complex chro-
mosomal exchanges in PBL and fibroblast cells were compared to results of published studies
for HPRT mutations and neoplastic transformation were a significant number (45 and 9,
respectively) of HZE particle species and energies were considered. This comparison indicated

Fig 5. Predictions of relative biological effectiveness, RBEγAcute versus LET in targeted effects (TE) model. Results showing branching of LET with
charge number for C, Ne, Si, Ti and Fe particles are shown for A) Simple exchanges in lymphocytes, B) simple exchanges in 82–6 fibroblast cells, C)
complex exchanges in lymphocyte cells, and D) HPRTmutations in V79 cells.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0153998.g005
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that the values of κ parameter in the NASA QF function model is consistent with the average
of the surrogate endpoint data considered, however the comparison also suggests the value of
m = 2 is more accurate than the central estimate ofm = 3 used in the NASA QF function. Thus
the present analysis when combined with results for tumor induction after high LET radiation
can be used to update the QF function model parameters and their associated PDF’s of
uncertainty.

In future work new experimental data on Harderian gland tumorigenesis [13] will be utilized
to further consider these values. The outcome of these differences in QF function parameters
can modify predictions of space radiation risks and shielding effectiveness evaluations, which
depend critically on the QF function and its inherent uncertainties. Other parameters values
corresponding to the maximum values of the QF function and the dose and dose-rate reduction
effectiveness factor (DDREF) have been considered in recent reports based on published mouse
tumor induction studies with γ-rays, particles and fission neutrons [27,28,46]. Our use of RBE-

γAcute instead of RBEmax is consistent with approaches to model human epidemiology data
[37,38], while reducing uncertainties in model parameters and avoiding controversies in esti-
mating whether or not low dose and dose-rate γ-rays have a linear dose component.

The second focus of this report is to consider the relative contribution of TE and NTE’s to
simple exchanges in the 82–6 fibroblast cells and the resulting influence of NTEs on RBE pre-
dictions. Studies of NTEs including bystander effects and genomic instability in the progeny of
irradiated cells [47–55] have challenged the traditional radiation protection paradigm of dose
responses that increase linearly with dose, which are motivated by a DNA damage mutational
mechanism or other targeted DNA effects. Bystander experiments for micronuclei, sister chro-
matid exchanges, neoplastic transformation and genomic instability in vitro suggests that NTE
may occur with a shallow or nearly constant dose response above a very low dose threshold
(<0.01 Gy) [53]. Experimental results at low doses (<0.1 Gy) of high LET radiation are sparse
hindering the assessment of the relative contributions of TE and NTE to radiation cancer risk
at low dose or for chronic radiation exposures. A linear dose response model can be argued on
the basis of DNA damage and mutation concepts; however the experimental basis for a linear
response model is not strong with very few experiments performed with multiple low doses
defined as less than one particle per cell nucleus. Most studies have used higher doses or at
most a single low dose, which precludes understanding the role of NTEs.

Our results (Fig 5) show that RBE’s may be significantly under-estimated at low doses if
NTEs occur. RBE’s at doses of 0.05 and 0.02 Gy were chosen for comparison as these doses
occur near the transition point where TEs (>0.05 Gy) and NTEs (<0.05 Gy) are predicted to

Table 4. Estimates of parameter κ from (eq 7) for several surrogate endpoints that result after fitting
data with fixed values for the target number (m). TE is the linear also called targeted effects model of (eq
5) and NTE2 is the non-targeted effects model of (eq 7). The average overall model uses the TE results for
simple exchanges in 82–6 fibroblast cells. *Standard deviations (SD) for the values fit to the transformation
experiment were not reported byWaligorski et al. [43] and we assumed a SD of 35% of the central estimate
based on the maximum of results for other endpoints considered.

Experimental Cell/Endpoint m = 2 m = 3 m = 4

Simple exchanges, Lymphocytes 446±62 302±27 245±17

Complex exchanges, Lymphocytes - 773±147 478±57

Simple exchanges in 82–6 Fibroblast cells, TE model 444±117 428±96 -

Simple exchanges, 82–6 Fibroblasts cells, NTE2 model 590±236 416±129 -

HPRT mutation, V79 Cells 880±308 692±215 596±173

C3H10T1/2 neoplastic transformation* 750 475 -

Average for TE models 630±142 534±81 439±91

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0153998.t004
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dominate. At higher doses (>0.05 Gy) the results for the TE and NTE models become similar
and independent of dose. A similar result is found for new studies of Harderian gland tumors
induced by low doses of particle irradiation [13]. At sufficiently low doses we expect NTEs to
diminish to zero. Prior studies suggest this would occur at absorbed doses of about 1 mGy or
lower [47–55]. Further study is needed in this area to understand how RBEs should be modeled
at very low doses and especially for modeling chronic radiation exposures.

The published data for HPRT mutations or neoplastic transformation [21–25] did not con-
sider a sufficient number of low doses to make an assessment of possible NTEs. However stud-
ies of HPRT mutations following α-particle irradiation found a significant bystander effect,
while mutations in directly irradiated cell show predominantly large scale deletions and those
found in bystander cells reveal primarily point mutations [47]. A more recent study by Liber
et al. [55] of TK mutations in WTK1 lymphoblastoid cells exposed to several HZE particle
types showed bystander effects using the medium transfer method. Similarly an increased fre-
quency of spontaneous neoplastic transformation in the progeny of bystander cells has been
reported following 56Fe particle irradiation of C3H10T1/2 cell cultures [56].

In conclusion, we have considered several experimental data sets for surrogate endpoints of
cancer risk, including chromosomal aberrations, gene mutation and neoplastic transformation,
focusing on experiments where a significant number (>5) of HZE particle dose responses were
reported thus allowing for model fits of the radiation quality dependence of RBEs. Taken
together our analysis of these data sets provides detailed information on how cancer initiation
events such as large scale genomic rearrangements and deletions depend on radiation quality
and dose. Unfortunately there is little data related to cancer promotion and progression and
their dependences on radiation quality available for analysis. At this time, studies are inconclu-
sive on whether or not NTE’s will influence RBEs for tumor induction because of insufficient
experimental studies at low dose (<0.1 Gy). However this topic is very critical for risk assess-
ment in Hadron therapy and space travel. In future work the approach developed herein will
be integrated with evaluations of more limited data for mouse tumor induction, including
exploring the application of alternate models of particle track structure to represent radiation
quality effects.
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LET of 125 keV/μm)
(DOCX)

Acknowledgments
This work was supported by the DOE Low Dose Program (grant number DE-AI02-
10ER64969), and the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.

Author Contributions
Conceived and designed the experiments: FAC EC. Performed the experiments: MH KG EC
FAC. Analyzed the data: EC PS FAC. Contributed reagents/materials/analysis tools: EC PS.
Wrote the paper: EC FAC.

Relative Biological Effectiveness of HZE Particles

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0153998 April 25, 2016 14 / 17

http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchSingleRepresentation.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0153998.s001


References
1. NAS, National Academy of Sciences Space Science Board. Report of the task group on the biological

effects of space radiation: Radiation hazards to crews on interplanetary missions. The National Acade-
mies Press: Washington DC; 1996.

2. NCRP. Information needed to make radiation protection recommendations for space missions beyond
Low-Earth orbit. National Council on Radiation Protection and Measurements Report No. 153:
Bethesda MD; 2006.

3. Kim MY, Cucinotta FA, Nounu H, Zeitlin C, Hassler DM, Rafkin SCR, et al. Comparison of Martian sur-
face ionizing radiation measurements fromMSL-RAD with Badhwar-O’Neill 2011/HZETRNmodel cal-
culations. J Geophys Res 2014; 119: 1311–1321.

4. Cucinotta FA, Alp M, Sulzman FM, Wang M. Space radiation risks to the central nervous System. Life
Sci Space Res 2014; 2: 54–69.

5. Zeitlin C, Hassler DM, Cucinotta FA, Ehresmann B, Wimmer-Schweingruber RF, Brinza DE, et al. Mea-
surements of the energetic particle radiation environment in transit to Mars on the Mars Science labora-
tory. Science 2013; 340: 1080–1084. doi: 10.1126/science.1235989 PMID: 23723233

6. Shulz-Ertner D, Tsujii H. Particle radiation therapy using proton and heavier ion beams. J Clini Oncol
2007; 25: 953–964.

7. Terasawa T, Dvorak T, Ip S, Raman G, Lau J, Trikalinos TA. Systematic review: charged-particle radia-
tion therapy for cancer. Ann Intern Med 2009; 151: 556–565. PMID: 19755348

8. Fry RJ, Powers-Risius P, Alpen EL, Ainsworth EJ. High-LET radiation carcinogenesis. Radiat Res
Suppl 1985; 8: S188–S195. PMID: 3867083

9. Alpen EL, Powers-Risius P, Curtis SB, DeGuzman R. Tumorigenic potential of high-Z, high-LET
charged-particle radiations. Radiat Res 1993; 136: 382–391. PMID: 8278580

10. Weil MM, Ray FA, Genik PC, Yu Y, McCarthy M, et al. Effects of 28Si ions, 56Fe ions, and protons on
the induction of murine acute myeloid leukemia and hepatocellular carcinoma. Plos One 2014; 9:
e104819. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0104819 PMID: 25126721

11. Burns FJ, Tang MS, Frenkel K, Nadas A, Wu F, Uddin A, et al. Induction and prevention of carcinogene-
sis in rat skin exposed to space radiation. Radiat Environ Biophys 2007; 46: 195–199. PMID:
17387500

12. Dicello JF, Christian A, Cucinotta FA, Gridley DS, Kathirithamby R, Mann J, et al. In vivo mammary
tumourigenesis in the Sprague-Dawley rat and microdosimetric correlates. Phys Med Biol 2004; 49:
3817–3830. PMID: 15446807

13. Chang PY, Cucinotta FA, Bjornstad KA, Bakke J, Rosen CJ, Du N, Fairchild DG, Cacao E, Blakely EA.
Harderian gland tumorigenesis: low-dose- and LET-response. Radiat Res (in-press), 2016.

14. Suman S, Kumar S, Moon B, Strawn S, Thakor H, Fan Z, et al. Relative biological effectiveness of ener-
getic heavy ions for intestinal tumorigenesis shows male preponderance and radiation type and energy
dependence in APC1638N+ mice. Int J Radiat Onc Biol Phys 2015 (published on-line) doi: 10.1016/j.
ijrobp.2015.10.057

15. ICRP, Relative Biological Effectiveness (RBE), Quality Factor (Q), and RadiationWeighting Factor
(wR). ICRP Publication 103. International Commission on Radiation Protection, Pergamon; 2003.

16. NCRP. Relative biological effectiveness of radiations of different quality. National Council on Radiation
Protection and Measurements, NCRP Report No. 104: Bethesda MD; 1990.

17. Edwards AA. RBE for radiations in space and the implications for space travel. Phys Med 2001; 17
(Suppl. 1): 147–152. PMID: 11771542

18. George K, Cucinotta FA. The influence of shielding on the biological effectiveness of accelerated parti-
cles for the induction of chromosome damage. Adv Space Res 2007; 39: 1076–1081.

19. George KA, Hada M, Chappell LJ, Cucinotta FA. Biological effectiveness of accelerated particles for
the induction of chromosome damage: track structure effects. Radiat Res 2013; 180:25–33. doi: 10.
1667/RR3291.1 PMID: 23692480

20. Kawata T, Durante M, Furusawa Y, George K, Takai N, Wu H, et al. Dose–response of initial G2-chro-
matid breaks induced in normal human fibroblasts by heavy ions. Int J Radiat Biol 2001; 77: 165–174.
PMID: 11236923

21. Kiefer J, Schmidt P, Koch S. Mutations in mammalian cells induced by heavy charged particles: An indi-
cator for risk assessment in space. Radiat Res 2001; 156: 607–611. PMID: 11604081

22. Thacker J, Stretch A, Stephens MA. Mutation and inactivation of cultured mammalian cells exposed to
beams of accelerated heavy ions II. Chinese Hamster V79 cells. Int J Radiat Biol 1979; 36: 137–148.

Relative Biological Effectiveness of HZE Particles

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0153998 April 25, 2016 15 / 17

http://dx.doi.org/10.1126/science.1235989
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23723233
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19755348
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/3867083
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8278580
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0104819
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25126721
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17387500
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15446807
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijrobp.2015.10.057
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijrobp.2015.10.057
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11771542
http://dx.doi.org/10.1667/RR3291.1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1667/RR3291.1
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23692480
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11236923
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11604081


23. Belli M, Goodhead DT, Ianzini F, Simone G, Tabocchini MA. Direct comparison of biological effective-
ness of protons and alpha-particles of the same LET. II. Mutation induction at the HPRT locus in V79
cells. Int J Radiat Biol. 1992; 61: 625–629. PMID: 1349626

24. Belli M, Cera F, Cherubini R, Haque AM, Ianzini F, Moschini G, et al. Inactivation andmutation induction
In V79 cells by low energy protons: re-evaluation of the results at the LNL facility. Int J Radiat Biol 1993;
63: 331–337. PMID: 8095283

25. Yang TC, Craise LM, Tobias CA. Neoplastic cell transformation by heavy charged particles. Radiat Res
1985; 104: S177–S187.

26. Hada M, Chappell LJ, Wang M, George KA, Cucinotta FA. On the induction of chromosomal aberra-
tions at fluence of less than one HZE particle per cell nucleus. Radiat Res 2014; 182: 368–379. doi: 10.
1667/RR13721.1 PMID: 25229974

27. Cucinotta FA, Kim MY, Chappell L. Space radiation cancer risk projections and uncertainties- 2012.
NASA TP 2013–217375: Washington D.C.; 2013.

28. Cucinotta FA. A new approach to reduce uncertainties in space radiation cancer risk predictions. PLoS
One 2015; e120717.

29. Cucinotta FA, Alp M, Rowedder B, Kim MY. Safe days in space with acceptable uncertainty from space
radiation exposure. Life Sci Space Res 2015; 2: 54–69.

30. Edwards AA. Neutron RBE values and their relationship to judgments in radiological protection. J
Radiol Prot 1999; 19: 93–105. PMID: 10400148

31. NRC. Technical evaluation of the NASAmodel for cancer risk to astronauts due to space radiation.
National Research Council. The National Academies Press: Washington DC; 2012.

32. NCRP. Radiation protection for space activities: supplement to previous recommendations. National
Council on Radiation Protection and Measurements Commentary 23: Bethesda MD; 2014.

33. Cucinotta FA, Nikjoo H, Goodhead DT. Comment on the effects of delta-rays on the number of particle-
track transversals per cell in laboratory and space exposures. Radiat Res 1998; 150: 115–119. PMID:
9650608

34. Wilson JW, Cucinotta FA, Shinn JL. Cell kinetics and track structure. In: Biological effects and physics
of solar and galactic cosmic rays. Ed. by Swenberg CE et al., Plenum Press, New York 1993; p. 295–
338.

35. Katz R, Zachariah R, Cucinotta FA, Chanxiang Z. Survey of radiosensitivity parameters. Radiat Res
1994; 14: 356–365.

36. Cucinotta FA, Wilson JW, Shavers MR, Katz R. The effects of track structure and cell inactivation on
the calculation of heavy ion mutation rates in mammalian Cells. Int J Radiat Biol 1996; 69: 593–600.
PMID: 8648247

37. United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation. Sources and effects of ionizing
radiation UNSCEAR 2006 report to the general assembly, with Scientific Annexes: New York: United
Nations; 2008.

38. BEIR VII. Health risks from exposure to low levels of ionizing radiation. National Academy of Sciences
Committee on the Biological Effects of Radiation. National Academy of Sciences Press: Washington
D.C.; 2006.

39. Schwarz GE. Estimating the dimension of a model. Annals of Stat 1978; 6: 461–464.

40. Akaike H. A new look at the statistical model identification. IEEE Transaction on Automatic control
1984; 19: 716–723.

41. Cucinotta FA, Chappell LJ. Non-targeted effects and the dose response for heavy ion tumor formation.
Mutat Res 2010; 687: 49–53. doi: 10.1016/j.mrfmmm.2010.01.012 PMID: 20085778

42. Goodhead DT. Relationships of radiation track structure to biological effect: a re-interpretation of the
parameters of the Katz model. Nucl Tracks Radiat Meas 1989; 16: 177–184.

43. Waligorski MPR, Sinclair GR, Katz R. Radiosensitivity parameters for neoplastic transformations in
C3H10T1/2 cells. Radiat Res 1987; 111: 424–437. PMID: 3659277

44. Plante I, Cucinotta FA. Ionization and excitation cross sections for the interaction of HZE particles in liq-
uid water and application to Monte-Carlo simulation of radiation tracks. New J Phy 2008; 10: 1–15.

45. Cucinotta FA, Katz R, Wilson JW. Radial distributions of electron spectra from high-energy ions. Radiat
Environ Biophys 1998; 37: 259–265. PMID: 10052675

46. Cucinotta FA, Cacao E, Alp M. Space radiation quality factors and the delta ray dose and dose-rate
reduction effectiveness factor. Health Phys 2016; 110: 262–266. doi: 10.1097/HP.0000000000000442
PMID: 26808878

47. Huo L, Nagasawa H, Little JB. HPRTmutants induced in bystander cells by very low fluences of alpha
particles result primarily from point mutations. Radiat Res 2001; 156, 521–525. PMID: 11604065

Relative Biological Effectiveness of HZE Particles

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0153998 April 25, 2016 16 / 17

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/1349626
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8095283
http://dx.doi.org/10.1667/RR13721.1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1667/RR13721.1
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25229974
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/10400148
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9650608
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8648247
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.mrfmmm.2010.01.012
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20085778
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/3659277
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/10052675
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/HP.0000000000000442
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26808878
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11604065


48. Nagasawa H, and Little JB. Induction of sister chromatid exchanges by extremely low doses of α-parti-
cles. Cancer Res 1992; 52: 6394–6396. PMID: 1423287

49. Lehnert BE, Goodwin EH, and Desphande A. Extracellular factors following exposure to α-particles can
cause sister chromatid exchanges in normal human cells. Cancer Res 1997; 57: 2164–2171. PMID:
9187116

50. Azzam EI, DeToledo SM, and Little JB. Direct evidence for the participation of gap junction mediated
intercellular communication in the transmission of damage signals from α-particle irradiated to non-irra-
diated cells. Proc Natl Acad Sci USA 2001; 98: 473–478. PMID: 11149936

51. Nagasawa H, and Little JB. Bystander effect for chromosomal aberrations induced in wild-type and
repair deficient CHO cells by low fluences of alpha particles. Mutat Res 2002; 508: 121–129. PMID:
12379467

52. Little JB, Nagasawa H, Li GC, Chen DJ. Involvement of the nonhomologous end joining DNA repair
pathway in the bystander effect for chromosomal aberrations. Radiat Res 2003; 159: 262–267. PMID:
12537532

53. Kadhim M, Salomaa S, Wright E, Hildenbrandt G, Belyakov OV, Prise K, et al. Non-targeted effects of
ionizing radiation-implications for low dose risk. Mutat Res 2013; 752:84–98. doi: 10.1016/j.mrrev.
2012.12.001 PMID: 23262375

54. Yang H, Magpayo N, Rusek A, Chiang I, Sivertz M, Held KD. Effects of very low fluences of high-energy
protons or iron ions on irradiated and bystander cells. Radiat Res 2011; 176: 695–705. PMID:
21988573

55. Liber HL, Idate R, Warner C, Bailey SM. Radiation quality and mutagenesis in human lymphoblastoid
cells. Radiat Res 2014; 182: 390–395. doi: 10.1667/RR13817.1 PMID: 25184374

56. Buonanno M, de Toledo SM, Azzam EI. Increased frequency of spontaneous neoplastic transformation
in progeny of bystander cells from cultures exposed to densely ionizing radiation. PLoS One 2011; 6:
e21540. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0021540 PMID: 21738697

Relative Biological Effectiveness of HZE Particles

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0153998 April 25, 2016 17 / 17

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/1423287
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9187116
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11149936
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12379467
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12537532
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.mrrev.2012.12.001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.mrrev.2012.12.001
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23262375
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21988573
http://dx.doi.org/10.1667/RR13817.1
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25184374
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0021540
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21738697

