
THREE CASES OF ICTUS FULMENIS WHICH 

OCCURRED DURING THE LATE HAZARA CAM- 
PAIGN. 

By Suegeon F. Cauteb, 
20th Punjab Infantry. 

These cases appear to me of so unusual a character as to 

merit some special notice. On the night of the 18th of Octo- 
ber, during a tremendous thunder and hail storm, at the pic- 
quet, in the village of Koongullee, which stands on an isolated 
eminence of the mountain, three men lay asleep parallel to 

each other just within the doorway of a hut, heads inwards and 
feet towards the door ; each one had his musket alongside of him, 
and wore his side arms ; one flash of lightning struck the three. 
Though they all described the feeling on being struck, as a 
sudden shock, as if struck with a bullet, I am informed they 
were instantly insensible, and remained so for some two hours 
or more. The officer in command of the picquet, and all their 
comrades put them down for dead, and sent a sepoy to report 
the same to me, consequently I did not see them till the 

following morning about 6 o'clock. They were then perfectly 
sensible, did not complain of much pain, and had no alarming 
symptoms. As we had no shelter for the sick, and our move- 
ments were still uncertain, tliey were dressed and sent in dandees 
to the Field Hospital at Oghee, distant about seven or eight 
miles. On arrival there, I am informed they all showed consi- 
derable prostration of the system, and, in particular, Sunt Sing, 
whose life was despaired of. It was suggested by several people, 
that the extensive burns must have been caused by the 

burning of the clothes, but the condition of the clothes suffi- 

ciently disprove it. The rapidity with which the burns healed, 
except in the case of Jewant Singh, is remarkable. 

CASE I. 

Sunt Sing, sepoy, No. 8 Company, age 30, healthy. The 
entire back from the shoulders down to the loins was charred 
and bared of skin ; the burn then turned round to the front lower 

part of the abdomen, left side, and extended down the front and 
round to the back part of the thigh in a sort of spiral form. 
The burn was for the most part superficial, but there were several 
considerable-sized patches deeply burnt. His bayonet, which 
was in its leather case, was marked in several places. Chipped as 
if struck with a harder metal, and having the blue-black appear- 
ance as if burnt; the leather of the case was torn, but shewed 
no signs of having been burnt; his leather cartridge case, tin- 
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lined, "which be also wore, was torn in several places, but 
showed no signs of having been burnt. The clothes ho wore 
were: 1st, regimental coat, which was rent up the back in 
several places; 2nd, two light under shirts also rent up the 
back; 3rd, pyjamas rent down the left thigh. None of these 
showed any signs of having been burnt, nor was any cloth 
deficient. The burns were dressed, and the man forwarded to 
the Field Hospital at Oghee. 

October 23, Camp Oghep.?Re-admitted to regimental 
hospital tents much reduced in strength and weight, consider- 
able foul discharge, as might be expected from so large a raw 
surface, and two large patches of rather deep sloughs in pro- 
cess of separation. No part of the burn has yet begun to 
heal. Ordered tonics, brandy, and morphia at night. To be 
dressed with calamine ointment. The burn now healed very 
rapidly, and under the influence of good food, &c., and scru- 
pulous attention to cleanliness, his health rapidly improved. 
November 17.?Perfectly well; with the exception of slight 

contraction of the left thigh ; leave for three months. 

CASE II. 

Jewant Sing, sepoy, No. 1 Company, age 25, healthy. The 
whole length of the back of the left thigh was severely burnt; he 
was not insensible so long as the other two. Bayonet struck 
in three places, presenting the same appearance as in the 
former case ; brass end of bayonet case struck in one place. 
The clothes he wore were: 1st, choga (cloak), which was spread 
over him, was rent and torn in several places up the back; 
2nd, coat and shirts, neither of them touched ; 3rd, 
pyjamas rent and torn iu front and down the left thigh; 4th, 
puggree torn in several places. No signs of having been burnt 
were apparent in any of the clothes, nor was any cloth deficient. 
Dressed and sent to Field Hospital, Oghee. 

October 23, Camp Oghee.?Re-admitted to regimental hos- 
pital tents ; showed scarcely any constitutional disturbance ; the 
burn was very painful, and a considerable slough was in process 
of separation ; much foul discharge- Tonics and brandy; dress 
with carbolic acid, one part to seven of linseed oil. This how- I 
ever did not seem to suit it, and was afterwards changed for | 
calamine ointment. After the separation of the slough the burn 
?was slow of healing,, and was not complete till the 10th of 
January, 1869: 

January 12.?Leave to proceed to his home for threo months; 
the burn is quite hoaled ; there is slight contraction of the 
leg, but not more than will, I think, be easily overcome by 
time and gentle use. 

CASE III. 

Chanda Sing, sepoy, No. 1 Company, age 30, healthy. The 
burn extended all over the back from the shoulder to the loins 
and slightly down both thighs ; it was mostly superficial, but here 
and there wero deeply burnt. The leather of the cartridge 
box, which be wore, was rent in several places, chiefly down 
the stitching, and the tin-lining of the compartment contain- 
ing the caps was struck and bent. Bayonet struck near the 
point, and a piece of the wooden stock of his musket was clip- 
ped off. There were no signs of burning. The clothes he wore 
were : 1st, choga (cloak), which was spread over him, rent up the 
back in several places; 2nd, regimental coat rent and torn in 
several places up the back, and showed no signs of having been 
burnt on the edges of the rents; 3rd, two under shirts rent 

completely up the back, no signs of burning; 4th, pyjamas 
rent down the left thigh, no signs of burning; 5th, regimental 
trousers on which his head reclined were rent, and showed 

signs of burning over left thigh and right leg. Dressed and 
sent to Field Hospital at Oghee. 

October 23, Camp Oghee.?Re-admitted to regimental hospi- 
tal tents much reduced in strength and weight; considerable 
foul discharge, and over the back were three patches of sloughs 
in process of separation. Ordered tonics, brandy, and morphia 
at night. To be dressed with calamine ointment; sloughs soon 
separated, and the healing was very rapid. Bis health soon 

improved, aiid, on the 17th November being quite well, was 
allowed to proceed to his home on three months leavo. 
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