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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: Similar to fullerenes, carbon nanotubes and graphene, carbon dots (CDs) are causing a lot of
Carbon quantum dots research work in their own right. CDs are a type of surface-passivated quantum dot that contain
Fluorescence

carbon atoms. Their distinctive characteristics, such as luminescent emission that varies with size
and wavelength, resistance to photobleaching, easy biological binding, lack of toxicity, and
economical production without the need for intricate synthetic processes, have led to a note-
worthy surge in attention within the research community. Different techniques can be utilized to
create these CDs, spanning from basic candle burning to laser ablation. This review article delves
into the principles of fluorescence technology, providing insights into how different synthesis
methods of quantum dots impact their luminescent properties. Additionally, it highlights the
latest applications of quantum dots in catalysis and biomedical fields, with special emphasis on
the current status of luminescent properties in biology and chemistry. Towards the end, the article
discusses the limitations of quantum dots in current practical applications, pointing out that CDs
hold promising potential for future applications.

Nanomaterials
Biological applications

1. Introduction

Carbon-based materials are crucial to the advancement of materials science and biomedicine. Extensive research has been dedi-
cated to exploring and developing novel carbon nanomaterials, including carbon fibers, graphene, and carbon nanotubes (CNTs).
These materials have gained significant popularity within the domains of chemistry and materials science due to their unique prop-
erties and promising potential for diverse applications in fields such as aviation, machinery, and other interdisciplinary areas [1-3] ,
due to their small specific gravity [4], high strength [5], excellent properties and environmental friendliness [6]. Common carbon
nanomaterials encompass carbon nanotubes, graphene, fullerene, and carbon quantum dots. Among these, carbon nanotubes, also
known as bucky tubes, are seamless and hollow nanotubes formed by single-walled or multi-walled graphite sheets curling around the
center at specific angles. They can be further classified into single-walled, double-walled, and multi-walled carbon nanotubes [7,8].
Graphene is a hexagonal two-dimensional carbon nanomaterial, and layers of graphene can be stacked into graphite. Fullerenes are a
general term for a range of clusters, among which C60 is a typical isolated fullerene that may have a spheroid-like structure [9].
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However, the development of nanotechnology has brought along a disadvantage; carbon materials are challenging to use effec-
tively as fluorescent materials due to the absence of a suitable band gap [10]. Carbon QDs (CDs) are another common carbon
nanomaterial consisting of nanoparticles with dimensions smaller than 10 nm [11-13]. Because of their size-dependent photo-
luminescence and dependence on excitation wavelength, CDs are attracting considerable attention, especially in terms of scale, cost
and biocompatibility [14]. CDs stand as innovative carbon materials, distinguished by their exceptional fluorescence traits. In contrast
to prevalent carbon nanomaterials, they offer numerous benefits, such as excellent water solubility, remarkable stability, absence of
toxicity, effortless functionalization, cost efficiency, and a straightforward synthesis process. Carbon material that possess unique
fluorescence properties. Compared to other common carbon nanomaterials, they offer numerous benefits, such as excellent water
solubility, remarkable stability, absence of toxicity, effortless functionalization, cost efficiency, and a straightforward synthesis process
[15]. These attributes position them as a promising contender across a spectrum of applications. Because CDs have luminescent
properties similar to semiconductor quantum dots [16-18], resulting in their application across diverse domains, encompassing
biomedicine [19], catalysis, optoelectronic devices and anti-counterfeiting [20,21].

In 2004, Xu et al. at the University of South Carolina, USA, in an experiment to purify single-walled carbon nanotubes, a unique
carbon nano was accidently found using arc discharge, which they first called CDs [22]. Through the analysis, we found the great
prospect of this carbon material. Along with the discovery of CDs, nanodiamonds were also discovered, which were carbon-based
nanomaterial have similar properties to carbon dots in surface function and size [23,24]. The distinctions are that the amount of
graphite carbon on the nanodiamond surface is small, its CDs also have larger sp2 characteristics, and contain small amounts of carbon
with higher oxygen content [25-27]. Whereas CDs show a broad spectrum in photoluminescence analysis, fluorescent nanodiamonds
emit from point defects, particularly negatively charged nitrogen vacuoles, which absorb at 569 nm with emission wavelengths close to
700 nm [28]. Researchers have discovered that CDs possess size-dependent fluorescence properties, which make them a promising
material for various applications. While the initial discovery of their potential was unexpected, numerous researchers have since
successfully synthesized CDs using various synthesis methods. These endeavors aim to gain a deeper understanding of their optical
properties and elucidate their luminescence principles. Consequently, these efforts have led to the emergence of new research ideas
and protocols, further showcasing the potential of CDs as a highly promising material for future investigations across diverse fields.

The first section of this article discusses the classification of fluorescence and factors influencing its intensity. Section 2.2 examines
various synthesis routes used in the preparation of CDs, while section 2.3 delves into the process of doping these CDs with other
chemical elements. Section 2.4 analyzes the luminescence principle behind CDs fluorescence, including different factors that affect its
properties. Finally, section 2.5 introduces some of the most promising applications of CDs in various fields such as biochemistry
detection, cellular imaging, chemical catalysis, cancer treatment, and drug delivery.

This review aims to provide valuable insights for future research in the field of emerging nanocarbons and stimulate further
investigation into the origin of their unique properties. By fostering exploration across various disciplines, this knowledge has the
potential to drive new discoveries and unveil novel applications for CDs.

1.1. Fluorescence technology

1.1.1. Fluorescence principle

Luminescence encompasses various forms, including photoluminescence, chemiluminescence, and other distinct types of lumi-
nescence [29-31]. Photoluminescence can be further categorized into fluorescence and phosphorescence, while chemiluminescence
also encompasses bioluminescence [32]. Additionally, other forms of luminescence, such as acoustoluminescence and electrolumi-
nescence, exist. The underlying principle of fluorescence involves the excitation of certain atoms by light, causing the electrons
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Fig. 1. Jablonski energy level diagram.
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orbiting their nuclei to transition from the ground state to either the unstable first excited singlet state or the second excited singlet
state. Subsequently, as the electrons return to the ground state from the first excited singlet state [33,34], the energy is released in the
form of light, thus producing fluorescence. Fluorescent sticks, phosphors and glow-in-the-dark paints are all common fluorescent
phenomena in life [35,36].

The absorption and emission processes of molecules are generally represented by Jablonski energy level diagrams (Fig. 1). At room
temperature, a molecule typically remains in its ground state. However, upon absorption of external energy, the molecule can undergo
a transition to a higher energy state through an interlevel jump [37]. The multiplicity of the determined electron energy levels is
denoted by the symbol M, and the total number of orbital spins is denoted by S; M = 2S + 1. The energy state of the electron is denoted
by the symbol S when the electron is in the singlet state, where S = 0 and M = 1. The energy state of the electron is denoted by the
symbol T when the electron is in the triplet state, where S =1 and M = 3.

1.1.2. Fluorescence intensity and lifetime

The substance that causes the fluorescence intensity to decrease is called a fluorescent bursting agent. The fluorescence burst is
divided into dynamic burst and static burst [38]. Static quenching involves the formation of non-fluorescent complexes between the
quenching agent and the fluorophore, preventing its excitation and subsequent fluorescence emission [39,40]. A dynamic burst refers
to the fluorescent molecules and the burster collision, so that the fluorescent molecules do not release radiation but leap back to the
ground state and cause the fluorescence to burst [41].

Photobleaching refers to the photochemical degradation of a dye or fluorophore molecule. It occurs due to covalent bond breakage
or non-specific reactions between the fluorophore and surrounding molecules [42]. Additionally, environmental factors such as
temperature can also affect the fluorescence intensity of the dye or fluorophore [43,44]. Therefore, choosing low temperature con-
ditions for fluorescence detection will be beneficial to improving the sensitivity of the analysis [45].

Upon removal of the excitation light source, the fluorescence intensity of a molecule gradually diminishes, and the time taken to
reach 1/e of the maximum fluorescence intensity is defined as the fluorescence lifetime [46]. Presently, two primary approaches are
employed for fluorescence lifetime measurements: the time domain method (Fig. 2A) and the frequency domain method (Fig. 2B). The
schematic diagram illustrating fluorescence lifetime measurement using the time domain method and frequency domain method are
depicted in Fig. 2.

1.1.3. Fluorescence applications

Forster resonance energy transfer (FRET) is a widely utilized technique in the field of biochemistry for studying fluorescence in-
teractions. Resonance occurs when there is a partial overlap between the emission spectrum of a fluorescent group and the absorption
spectrum of other groups, and when the two fluorescent groups are maintained at an optimal distance. This enables the observation of
fluorescence emitted by the acceptor group upon excitation of the donor group. This phenomenon, known as resonance, is employed as
a powerful analytical tool [47]. Resonance energy transfer is the technique used for observing fluorescence emitted by the acceptor
group when the donor group is excited. The donor group provides the emission spectrum and is called the fluorescence donor, while
the acceptor group provides the absorption spectrum and is called the fluorescence acceptor. The selection of the donor and acceptor
groups in this technique is generally based on three principles. (1) The donor should first have a high fluorescence quantum yield. (2)
There is a certain effective overlap. (3) There should be a certain suitable distance between the two groups, generally within (1 + 0.5)
R o [48].
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Fig. 2. Schematic diagram of fluorescence lifetime measurement by time domain method(A) and Frequency domain method(B).
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Nowadays, FRET has emerged as a widely utilized technique in various applications within the field of biochemistry. For instance,
FRET can be utilized to detect changes in protein kinase activity within living cells, providing insight into protein-protein interactions
and cellular signaling pathways [49]. The use of FRET technology to design fusion reporter proteins in response to changes in enzyme
activity for studies on apoptosis [50]. Moreover, FRET can be applied to observe the lateral spread of receptor activation effects on cell
membranes following local stimulation, by employing the proximity of green fluorescent protein and Cy3 dye to induce FRET [51]. For
example, using FRET to detect intracellular molecular interactions, such as the interaction between Rac and PDB, GFP and Alexa will
be close enough for FRET to occur, thus allowing real-time detection of the relationship between changes in Rac localization and Rac
activation in a living cell.

Fluorescent nanomaterials can be broadly classified into two categories: organic and inorganic [52]. Organic fluorescent materials
are composed of small organic molecules that possess certain conjugated heterocycles and various color-generating groups (Fig. 3).
These molecules can be used as organic fluorescent dyes, with some common markers being fluorescein-based and rhodamine-based
[53]. Fluorescein-based dyes generally have higher quantum yields, while rhodamine-based dyes have longer emission wavelengths.
In contrast, inorganic fluorescent materials are exemplified by rare-earth-based fluorescent materials, which include semiconductor
quantum dots and rare-earth-doped upconversion materials [54].

Fluorescence technology has numerous applications, including bioimaging and sensing. In fluorescence imaging, fluorescent
substances are added to the sample being analyzed [55]. When these substances are excited, they emit a fluorescent signal, and the
intensity of this signal is linearly related to the content of fluorescein within a certain range [56]. This characteristic enables the
quantitative detection of corresponding substances [11,22,25,26,57].

1.2. Synthesis methods

Two general approaches are often employed to synthesize CDs: top-down and bottom-up. The top-down strategy involves stripping
large carbon sources of smaller carbon spots. This approach is often accomplished through methods such as arc discharge, in which
high-voltage electrical discharges are used to break down carbon-containing materials into smaller carbon structures [22], laser
ablation [57-64] and electrochemical oxidation [65-68]. The advantages and disadvantages for the different synthesis methods are
shown in Table 1.

Arc discharge is an early “top-down” method for preparing CDs (Table 2). Xu et al. unexpectedly obtain three distinct CDs, each
displaying varying fluorescence attributes when purifying single-walled carbon nanotubes by the arc discharge method [22]. These
three CDs emit green blue, yellow, and orange in order of elution and increasing size under excitation at 366 nm. Although this method
enables the synthesis of CDs with favorable water dispersibility, the size of the CDs formed during the discharge process exhibits
variability.

Electrochemical method is an irregular “top-down” chemical cutting process for carbon materials such as graphite, carbon
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Fig. 3. Molecular structures of common fluorophores.
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Table 1
The advantages and disadvantages for the different synthesis methods.

Method Classification Advantages Disadvantages Reference

Arc discharge “Top-down” Excellent water dispersibility Particle size with large different [22]

method

Electrochemical method “Top-down” Easy to adjust the particle size and fluorescence  Special equipment required [69]

method properties, high yield

Laser ablation “Top-down” High fabrication rates, fine particle size, and Low yield, inhomogeneous particle size and [70]

method high monodispersity complex operation

Chemical exfoliation “Top-down” Mass production of high-quality CDs without Complex removal of chemical reagents [71]

method complex equipment

Microwave radiation “Bottom-up” More prominent size and focusing applications. ~ Time-consuming, complex, and [72]

method economically prohibitive

Hydrothermal/ “Bottom-up” Homogeneous particle size The reaction requires a high temperature [73]

solvothermal method method

Combustion “Bottom-up” Simple operation Low yield and inhomogeneous particle size ~ [74]

method
Table 2
Examples of CDs in oncology treatment.

Theory Materials Model Function Reference

FRET Carbon powders OVCARS cells Monitor the presence of tumour cells [75]

FRET Glucose, PAAS HeLa/HepG2 cells Determining prognosis of cancer and [76]
investigation of cancer metastasis

ECL Zinc acetate, PEI MCF-7 and MDA-MB-231 Monitor the presence of tumour cells [771

Character dependent Citric acid, ethylenediamine - Diagnosis of early lung cancer [78]

fluorescence
properties

DOX 1,4,5,8- Brain glioma mice beared U87 cells, Mimicking large amino acids, cross the [79]

tetraminoanthraquinone, citric cervical carcinoma mice beared Hela ~ BBB
acid cells

DOX Glycerol, PEI Liver cancer mice beared MHCC-97L  Treatment synergetic monitoring [80]

cells

Pt(IV) Citric acid, polyene polyamine Hepatoma mice beared H22 cells Multicolor imaging [81]

Amygdalin Golden acid Hep3B cells Natural targeting tumor cells [82]

Dextran Acrylic acid and SKOV3 cells Synergistic nanogels release drug in [83]

ethylenediamine controlled manner

PTT Purchased from Xianfeng Nano Breast cancer mice beared 4T1 cells Synergetic immunotherapy [84]

(China)

PTT TNP, BPEI1800 Breast cancer mice beared 4T1 cells Enhancement of photothermal [85]
conversion efficiency by doping black
phosphorus

PDT L-cysteine, m-phenylenediamine Cervical carcinoma mice beared U14  Targeting tumour nuclei [86]

cells

PTT&PDT FAC, polylysine acid Cervical carcinoma mice beared Hela ~ Synergetic MR imaging [87]

cells

PTT&PDT MnO, and Cu(Il) Breast cancer mice beared 4T1 cells Four combination therapy of PTT/PDT/ [88]
starving-like/immunotherapy

PTT&PDT - B16-FO0 tumor-bearing nude mice Synergetic FL and PA imaging [89]

nanotubes, or carbon fiber electrodes [90]. The CDs obtained by electrochemical methods have different sizes, so further purification is
necessary through filtration or chromatography to obtain monodisperse CDs. Deng et al. published work on the improved synthesis of
CDs through a one-pot electrochemical method [91]. In their study, CDs were synthesized using alcohol in a three-electrode system.
Platinum (Pt) sheets served as working and counter electrodes, while reference electrodes were calomel electrodes fixed to a lugging
capillary. The distance between the electrodes could be adjusted using rubber plugs [69]. Although specialized equipment is required,
the particle size and fluorescence properties can be easily adjusted in this method.

The laser ablation method is used to obtain the colloidal solution of nanoparticles in various solvents. Laser ablation has the ad-
vantages of high manufacturing rate, fine particle size, and high monodispersity [92]. The two parameters for controlling material
properties through the laser ablation method are the laser tuning and multi-target precursors. A laser ablation synthesis method for
synthesizing CDs using boron nitrite as a precursor has been proposed. This method was the first to tune the photoluminescence of
boron nitride quantum dots (BNQDs) from UV to the green region through the femtosecond laser ablation [93]. N. Ramila Devi et al.
[69]. used hexagonal boron nitride (hBN) powder as a nitrogen source to react in ethanol, diethylamine, and ethylenediamine to
prepare CDs that emit three different types of luminescence, including ultraviolet, blue, and green luminescence. These CDs can be
used as fluorescent probes for biological imaging. However, it is important to note that this method has some limitations, such as low
yield, inhomogeneous particle size, and complex operational procedures. Chemical exfoliation is a facile and convenient method for
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mass production of high-quality CDs without complicated devices. The precursor carbon materials (carbon fibers, graphene oxide,
carbon nanotubes) are cleaved by strong acids or oxidizing agents. Mao and coworkers fabricated for the first time fluorescent GDs
with different sizes from candle soot by using HNO3 under a relatively high temperature in 2007 [74]. In fact, except for strong acids,
various powerful oxidants were also used in the preparation of CDs. For example, Kailasa and coworkers utilized HySO4 as an oxidant
to prepare blue-, green- and yellow-color fluorescent CDs by chemically oxidizing tomato. The obtained CDs were evaluated for
assaying Fe>" ions and exhibited low limit of detection up to 0.016 pM. Fe>" ion was quantified in iron supplements and biofluids [94].
Although one pot acid-free route is highly efficient for synthesis of CDs, the purification process of the final product was tedious and
complex for the removal of oxidant.

In contrast, bottom-up synthesis is the opposite of large-to-small synthesis, where carbon quantum dots are synthesized from
smaller sized carbon sources, and small-to-large methods include combustion/thermal pathways [25,27,74,95,96], supported syn-
thesis [25,97] and microwave methods [98].

Combustion/thermal pathways involves obtaining CDs from the products of combustion organic matter. Nitric acid reflux candle
soot to prepare water-soluble multicolor fluorescent carbon nanoparticles with readily available and inexpensive starting materials
[74]. However, it has limitations such as low yield of CDs and variations in particle size. A cost-effective and clean microwave-assisted
strategy is commonly employed for the synthesis of CDs in a shorter time period , which can offer the advantage of providing uniform
heat for the formation of CDs. As mentioned in the literature review, some possible methods for improving reactions using
microwave-assisted strategy are as follows: (i) thermal effects [99] (ii)specific microwave effects [100], and (iii)non-thermal effects
[72]. The common lemons and onion biomass on the market were first used as raw materials to synthesize CDs by microwave method.
The analysis method is used to determine commercial vitamin and mineral supplements [101].

Hydrothermal synthesis is a bottom-up method for preparing CDs. This method is a solution reaction approach. In hydrothermal
synthesis, it is usually necessary to apply a very high-temperature range to the reaction materials in the high-pressure vessel. The CDs
synthesized from carrot juice by hydrothermal method exhibited maximum PL excitation at a wavelength of 360 nm and emission at
442 nm, which reveal a general stroke shift of 82 nm [102]. Due to the wide size distribution of CDs, the emission peak wavelength
depends on the excitation wavelength [103]. Xie et al. synthesized green CDs by hydrothermal method using highland barley as carbon
source and ethylenediamine as nitrogen source. These synthesized CDs have been applied for Hg" detection based on their sensitivity
and selective detection quenching effect. The CDs synthesized by this method exhibits excitation wavelength dependent characteristics
at 4.5-7 nm size and strong blue fluorescence [104].

To enhance the functionality of CDs, researchers commonly synthesize composite CDs that are doped with other elements. These
composite CDs are typically prepared using methods such as sonication, mixing, hydrothermal synthesis, or micro-blogging assisted
techniques [105]. During these processes, additional elements can be incorporated into the CDs, thereby further enhancing their
properties and expanding their versatility for a wide range of applications.

1.3. Elemental doped CDs

The conventional synthesis method for CDs typically results in the introduction of numerous oxygen-containing functional groups
on their surface. However, CDs consisting solely of carbon and oxygen elements exhibit low quantum yields. To overcome this lim-
itation, surface modifications are required to enhance their quantum yields CDs [61,106,107]. This presents challenges for the wider
application and further development of CDs. In 2012, some researchers proposed that N-doped CDs [108], which provide a better way
to regulate the performance of CDs [109]. At present, there are only two main types of methods to synthesize such heteroatom-doped
CDs, which are multi-step synthesis and one-step synthesis. The latter is more convenient [110].

Currently, the most commonly studied doped CDs are N-doped CDs. However, besides nitrogen, other elements such as sulfur and
phosphorus have also been used for doping CDs [111]. Furthermore, there are various heteroatoms that can be co-doped with CDs
[112]. The incorporation of different dopants in CDs leads to diverse effects on their fluorescence properties, including enhancing the
quantum yield, altering the emission wavelength, and adjusting the luminescent color [113]. After various chemical modifications,
quantum dots can exhibit good biocompatibility and reduced harm to organisms, making them suitable for biological labeling and
detection experiments. In contrast, fluorescent dyes generally have higher toxicity and poorer biocompatibility [114]. It is precisely
due to these unique optical properties that quantum dots have become an ideal fluorescence probe. By replacing organic fluorescent
dyes with quantum dots, they will play an important role in research on cell localization, signal transduction, and the movement and
migration of molecules within cells.

1.3.1. N-doped CDs

N-doped CDs currently represent the most prevalent type of doped CDs. These doped CDs exhibit significant potential, effectively
enhancing their own fluorescence quantum yield and inducing a red shift in the wavelength of fluorescence emission [19]. Lin et al.
[115] synthesized N-doped CDs with red, green, and blue fluorescent colors, suggesting the possibility of creating carbon quantum dots
that emit various fluorescence colors through this approach. However, there is limited evidence to conclusively attribute the redshift
solely to the presence of nitrogen. Nevertheless, some studies have demonstrated that the incorporation of nitrogen in N-doped CDs can
induce a negative electric induction effect, leading to a phenomenon known as blueshift [116].

The nitrogen doping process in CDs introduces various nitrogen forms into their structure, resulting in a diverse range of properties
that depend on the configuration of nitrogen atoms. This complexity arises due to the significant impact that different nitrogen
configurations can have on the properties of N-doped CDs [117,118]. Therefore, comprehending the nature of nitrogen doping in CDs
is crucial for enhancing their properties and expanding their potential applications [119]. The complexity of nitrogen doping in CDs
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stems from the existence of four main nitrogen forms that can be present in their structure [120]. One commonly doped form is
graphitic nitrogen, which is frequently incorporated into the graphene skeleton [121,122]. However, there is often confusion
regarding the diverse roles played by nitrogen in N-doped CDs. To address this issue, Guo et al. [123] conducted research aimed at
gaining a deeper understanding of the nature of nitrogen doping in CDs. Their study emphasized that only aromatic nitrogen-doped
CDs have an impact on the luminescence of the CDs themselves [124]. This finding is significant as it provides crucial clarification on
the relationship between nitrogen doping and luminescence in CDs, shedding light on the distinctive properties of these compounds
and offering new insights for future investigations.

1.3.2. Non-metallic elements doped with CDs

While nitrogen is currently the most commonly utilized element for doping CDs, other non-metallic elements such as sulfur and
phosphorus also exhibit potential for enhancing their properties. Although research on sulfur and phosphorus doping in CDs is not as
extensive as that on nitrogen, there are nevertheless reports exploring the application of these elements [125]. This indicates that there
are additional opportunities to develop new and intriguing composite CDs in the future. Among the alternative dopant CDs,
sulfur-doped CDs represent the second most prevalent type [126], with sulfur potentially present in the form of thioether groups,
sulfhydryl groups, or sulfonic acid groups within the CDs [127].

Sulfur is usually used as a co-dopant in N-doped CDs [128,129]. Yu et al. have introduced a novel type of co-doped CDs incor-
porating nitrogen and sulfur elements [130]. In these doped CDs, the fluorescence is primarily influenced by the functional group
containing nitrogen. It is observed that the sulfur atom likely plays a role in stabilizing and enhancing the surface state of the nitrogen
atom while inhibiting the surface state of the oxygen atom.

Given that silicon belongs to the same family as carbon, it possesses the potential for being doped into the graphene skeleton of CDs.
Consequently, silicon doping has emerged as a promising area of research in the field of CDs, offering opportunities to enhance their
functionality and broaden their applications. Feng et al. successfully synthesized silicon-doped CDs with a fluorescence quantum yield
of 19.2% by utilizing hydroquinone as a carbon source and silicon tetrachloride as a silicon source [131]. Such silicon-doped CDs have
prominent applications in biological imaging and fluorescence sensing [132]. However, it should be noted that silicon doping leads to
an approximate 80 nm blue shift in the main fluorescence emission peak of CDs, causing it to enter the ultraviolet region, thereby
deviating from the characteristics of traditional CDs. Wang et al. employed the thermal decomposition method to synthesize co-doped
CDs containing boron and phosphorus. In brief, CDs were dispersed in 100 ml of water through sonication [133]. Subsequently, tri-
phenylphosphine and boric acid were added to the carbon dot suspension and stirred until noticeable agglomeration occurred. The
resulting mixture was heated at 80 °C to evaporate the water, followed by overnight drying in a vacuum oven at 60 °C. The resulting
solid complex was ground to a powder using a mortar. Finally, the complex was placed in a quartz boat within a tube furnace and
pyrolyzed under argon for 45 min at 750 °C. The resulting powder was immersed in nitric acid for an additional 8 h, followed by
centrifugation, evaporation, and dialysis. These CDs induce a redshift in the emission wavelength from 513.8 nm to 526.8 nm.
Additionally, chlorine-doped CDs synthesized by Zhao et al. have been shown to effectively enhance the photoelectric performance of
CDs [134], while the CDs doped with fluorine synthesized by Gong et al. can enhance the magnetic properties of them [135]. Re-
searchers employed a graded fluorine sacrifice strategy to synthesize fluorine-doped CDs with controllable size and tunable fluorine
content, using bulk fluorine fossil ink as a starting material. Experimental results revealed that the introduction of fluorine-induced
defects significantly improved the paramagnetic properties of the fluorine-doped CDs, potentially leading to a five-fold increase
compared to fluorine-doped CDs synthesized without fluorine. This advancement opens up new opportunities for tailoring the
properties of CDs and enhancing their functionality, particularly in applications where magnetic properties are desired. More
particularly, Xie et al. prepared doped CDs with high selenium content, and took sulfur and selenium as examples to believe that the
emission wavelength of doped CDs may depend on the electronegativity of the heteroelements [136]. A possible reason for the
effectiveness of sulfur and selenium doping in CDs may be their lower electronegativity relative to carbon, making them more likely to
act as electron acceptors. In addition, researchers have also successfully implemented a “fluorescence on and off” technique using
selenium-doped CDs for the detection of oxidative hydroxyl radical (¢ OH) and reductive glutathione (GSH). This innovative approach
demonstrates the potential applications of selenium-doped CDs in the field of biological sensing and disease detection [137]. The
authors proposed that the yellow fluorescence exhibited by selenium-doped CDs is attributed to a special energy level formed by the
C-Se bond on the surface, while fluorescence quenching occurs when the C-Se bond is converted to a C-Se-Se bond form by hydroxyl
radicals. However, carbon selenide dots possess distinctive chemical properties, including REDOX responsiveness, owing to their
unique electronegativity, although few studies have been conducted on this subject. Li et al. used mild hydrothermal treatment to
prepare selenium doped carbon quantum dots with green fluorescence [138]. The incorporation of selenium heteroatoms in CDs can
introduce redox-dependent reversible fluorescence, adding a unique functionality to the materials. Furthermore, selenium doping of
CDs has been shown to effectively scavenge hydroxyl radicals and other harmful free radicals, reducing the levels of reactive oxygen
species in cells upon internalization of the Se-doped CDs [139,140]. This property positions Se-doped CDs as a promising candidate for
protecting biological systems from oxidative stress and suggests potential applications in biomedical research and therapeutic
interventions.

1.3.3. CDs associated with metal elements

Influenced by doped semiconductor quantum dot materials, Sun et al. [60] developed a kind of zinc salt doped CDs, which is the
earliest metal salt doped CDs. This kind of CDs has green fluorescence characteristics. Subsequently, other researchers also saw the
development prospect of this aspect, and tried to synthesize the doped CDs of this metal element [141,142]. Their objective was to
explore the unique functionalities that could be achieved through doping with these specific metal elements [112].
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Feng et al. synthesized doped CDs with manganese elements, which emit yellow fluorescence [143]. They believe that manganese is
distributed in the interior of the CDs. Furthermore, whether the complex formation occurs through chelation of manganese prior to CDs
synthesis or by doping manganese after CDs synthesis, the final result is the generation of “functionalized” manganese-doped CDs.
Subsequently, the doping of CDs with divalent cobalt ions was proposed to induce a charge-transfer effect, ultimately leading to the
production of doped CDs with orange fluorescence [144].

Tian et al. synthesized N-doped CDs with magnesium elements, which were synthesized by hydrothermal method using citric acid
as a carbon source [145]. They observed a strong fluorescence enhancement property in these CDs; however, they concluded that the
presence of magnesium atoms did not contribute to the fluorescence enhancement of the N-doped CDs. On the other hand, Wu et al.
synthesized N-doped CDs with copper elements [146]. Researchers utilized a direct pyrolysis method to synthesize copper-doped CDs
using Nay[Cu(EDTA)] as the raw material, resulting in a copper content of 2.1%. Although the copper-doped CDs did not exhibit
distinctive fluorescence properties, they demonstrated significantly enhanced electron donor and acceptor capacities, 1.5 and 2.5
times higher than those of regular CDs, respectively. These findings suggest that copper-doped CDs may possess excellent photo-
catalytic performance and hold potential for applications in photocatalysis. In a study by Ding et al. doped CDs containing iron were
synthesized, where the iron element was found to exist on the surface of the CDs in the form of trivalent iron ions [147]. Interestingly,
the presence of iron exerted a pronounced negative influence on the properties of the CDs, leading to substantial shifts in their spectral
behavior. This observation emphasizes the importance of cautious selection and consideration of doping elements during the synthesis
of CDs to prevent any adverse effects on their properties and potential applications. CDs.

1.4. Luminescence mechanism and influencing factors

CDs have garnered significant attention due to their unique and exceptional fluorescence properties. However, the mechanism
underlying carbon dot fluorescence remains a subject of debate among researchers. Currently, there are three prevailing perspectives
on the fluorescence luminescence mechanism of CDs [148]. The first viewpoint attributes the optical properties of carbon nuclei to the
quantum size effect, which is primarily associated with the size-dependent behavior of carbon nuclei. The second perspective links the
fluorescent luminescence to the presence of various functional groups on the surface of CDs, specifically the optical properties of the
surface defect state. Lastly, the third viewpoint proposes that the fluorescence is induced by the extensive n bond conjugated structure
formed by CDs [149,150]. As our understanding of the fluorescence luminescence mechanism of CDs advances, it will aid in the
optimization of carbon dot properties for a range of applications, including sensing and nanomedicine.

1.4.1. Crystallization of carbon nuclei and quantum size effects

1.4.1.1. Quantum size effects. Bao et al. found that the © electron system possessed by carbon nuclei can have an important impact on
the energy band of CDs by comparing the differences in the luminescence characteristics caused by CDs of different sizes and molecular
weights [151]. This impact will have a red shift as the carbon nuclei grow. Miao et al. found that the fluorescence color emitted by CDs
continuously changes as the size of CDs increases, which may be caused by different graphitization degrees of carbon nuclei [152].
Peng et al. described the impact of different reaction temperatures on the luminescent properties of CDs [153]. By changing the re-
action temperature to produce different types of CDs, the size of graphitized carbon nuclei of these CDs will also vary, resulting in
different fluorescent luminescence colors [154]. In addition to experimental studies, researchers have also conducted theoretical
studies to help explain the various optical phenomena observed in CDs. These studies aim to provide a more complete understanding of
the factors that contribute to the optical properties of CDs, which will help guide the design and synthesis of improved carbon dot
materials for various applications. By combining experimental and theoretical research, it is hoped that a deeper understanding of
carbon dot properties and behavior can be achieved, leading to more innovative and effective future applications. Sk et al. have
calculated theoretically that original CDs with different sizes will obtain different emission wavelengths [155]. The carbon dot size
increases from 1 nm to 7.9 nm, the fluorescence wavelength of the carbon dot changes from 460 nm to 580 nm (Fig. 4). Kwon et al.
have developed fluorescent CDs with full chromatographic emission, which are synthesized by solvothermal methods [156]. This
method can change the content of amines to change the size of the CDs, thereby changing the color change of the fluorescent emission
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Fig. 4. Fluorescence wavelength as carbon dot size increases.
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of the CDs. At the same time, as the size of the CDs continues to increase, the bandwidth of the corresponding CDs will continue to
decline.

1.4.1.2. Precursor ratio. The synthesis of CDs commonly involves the use of various precursors in different ratios. The ratio of these
precursors has been shown to significantly impact the degree of carbonization of CDs, which in turn can lead to differences in carbon
nuclei and affect the fluorescence and luminescence characteristics of the materials [73]. Therefore, careful monitoring and control of
precursor ratios during carbon dot synthesis are crucial for producing tailored carbon dot materials with specific optical properties,
and for ensuring consistent and reproducible results. Liu et al. confirmed that the use of different precursors during carbon dot syn-
thesis can result in significant differences in the materials’ fluorescence luminescence characteristics [157]. To illustrate this point, the
scientists employed various precursors, including urea, hexamethylenetetramine, ethylenediamine, and formamide. Although the CDs
produced from the hydrothermal method exhibited fluorescence of the same color, these dots underwent solvothermal reaction using
toluene as a solvent, and as a result exhibited fluorescence emission of different colors [158,159]. This finding highlights the
importance of careful precursor selection and synthesis protocol optimization for the production of high-quality CDs with controlled
fluorescence properties for various applications, including bioimaging and sensing. Zhang et al. also have significant differences in the
luminescent properties of the CDs obtained by changing the subtle proportions of the same precursor [160]. In a recent experiment,
ethylenediamine tetra acetic acid and ammonium citrate were used as precursors to synthesize CDs. By varying the proportions be-
tween the two precursors, the types of surface functional groups could be altered, resulting in CDs with differing fluorescence emission
colors. This approach highlights the versatility of carbon dot synthesis, as well as the importance of careful selection and control of
precursor ratios for producing CDs with desirable optical properties. Further research into the impact of precursor selection on carbon
dot properties may aid in the development of improved carbon dot materials for a range of applications.

1.4.1.3. Effect of reaction temperature on carbon nucleus luminescence. The reaction temperature will have a significant impact on the
degree of ordering of CDs formed in the carbon nucleus region, thereby affecting the luminescent properties of CDs. Krysmann et al.
explored the mechanism of forming CDs at different reaction temperatures through experiments, thereby analyzing how different
reaction temperatures have different effects on the luminescence of CDs [161]. In a recent study, researchers examined the factors
contributing to the fluorescence of CDs at different temperatures [162]. The results indicated that the fluorescence observed at lower
temperatures was not solely attributable to the CDs themselves, but was rather the result of a combined reaction between the CDs and
the small molecules of precursor that remained unreacted. Conversely, at higher temperatures, the fluorescence was predominantly
generated by the carbon nuclei, demonstrating a clear temperature-dependent shift in fluorescence behavior. This finding provides
valuable insights into the mechanisms underlying carbon dot fluorescence and may have important implications for optimizing carbon
dot synthesis and performance across a range of different applications. Based on previous researchers, Zhu et al. elaborated in more
detail the effects of different reaction temperatures on the synthesis of carbon nuclei [163]. The fluorescence emitted by CDs is
influenced by temperature, with different effects observed at lower and higher temperatures. At lower temperatures, the fluorescence
may arise from the surface state of CDs, while at higher temperatures, the fluorescence luminescence effect of carbon nuclei becomes
more significant. This phenomenon can be attributed to changes in the energy states and reactivity of CDs at different temperatures.
These results underscore the complex nature of carbon dot fluorescence and suggest that careful control of synthesis conditions and
temperature may be necessary for obtaining CDs with desired fluorescence properties for various applications.

1.4.2. Surface state and surface modification

Large specific surface area is one of the defining characteristics of nanomaterials, including carbon quantum dots. These materials
also possess high surface area, making surface modification a common approach to altering their luminescent properties. Surface
modification of CDs can improve water solubility, biocompatibility, and reactivity, among other important properties. In previous
studies on fluorescence luminescence mechanisms, the optical properties of carbon dot surface defect states were found to play a key
role in regulating their luminescent properties [164,165]. As the field of carbon dot research continues to evolve, further investigation
into the underlying mechanisms driving carbon dot luminescence may shed new light on the potential applications of these versatile
materials.

Bao et al. found that there are a large number of different surface functional groups connected to the surface of the carbon dot
outside the carbon dot [136], and these different surface functional groups have different effects on the properties of the carbon dot,
and some of the oxygen-containing functional groups can cause dynamic fluorescence quenching of the carbon dot.

1.4.2.1. Surface passivation treatment. Surface passivation treatment is a common method for improving the surface defect state of CDs
by enhancing the functionality of surface functional groups. Specifically, this treatment aims to modify the types of functional groups
present on the carbon dot surface to enable more efficient recombination of electron-hole pairs on the surface state [166]. By
enhancing surface passivation through surface modification, the luminescent properties of CDs can be significantly improved, resulting
in enhanced fluorescence and other optical properties. This approach holds great promise for the continued development of
high-performance carbon dot materials with tailored optical and functional properties for a wide range of applications in fields such as
bioimaging, sensing, and electronics [167]. In the early days of carbon dot research, Sun et al. used polyethylene glycol to passivate the
surface of CDs, resulting in fluorescent CDs with high quantum efficiency [61]. CDs with improved surface passivation also exhibit
enhanced resistance to photobleaching. In some cases, acid treatment can be used to passivate the surface of CDs that have been peeled
off by laser light, resulting in CDs with diminished fluorescence. This approach offers a versatile method for modifying carbon dot
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properties with respect to fluorescence, and may have potential applications in fields such as imaging and sensing. By carefully
controlling surface passivation treatments, advanced carbon dot materials with tailored fluorescence and other properties may be
developed, paving the way for continued innovation and discovery in this exciting area of nanophotonics research [168,169].

There are currently two main types of surface passivating agents used in the production of CDs: organic molecules such as eth-
ylenediamine and thiourea, and polymeric materials [170]. However, since many current carbon dot synthesis methods rely on
single-step processes, incorporating organic molecules into the reaction can complicate attempts to assess their exact role in the
passivation of carbon dot surfaces [171]. Therefore, utilizing polymeric materials as surface passivating agents has emerged as a
promising approach for the further development and application of CDs. Such agents have been found to effectively enhance the
emission intensity of CDs, as well as improve their overall biocompatibility. By utilizing advanced surface passivation techniques such
as these, researchers can continue to explore new and innovative applications for CDs in fields ranging from medicine to electronics
[172].

1.4.2.2. Reaction solvent action. Due to the involvement of solvent molecules in the reaction of carbon point synthesis to modify the
surface functional groups of carbon points, different reaction solvents can also affect the fluorescence properties of carbon points,
which is called reaction solvent action. Tian et al. prepared fluorescent CDs in the full spectrum of visible light by changing the solvent
used in the synthesis process of CDs [173]. The size of CDs can be adjusted by changing the ratio of the reaction solvent and altering the
degree of dehydration and carbonization of the carbon source material. By regulating carbon dot size through this approach, it is
possible to exert fine control over the luminescence properties of the material. By modulating important factors such as energy states
and surface chemistry, researchers can continue to refine the properties of CDs for use in a wide range of cutting-edge applications,
spanning fields as diverse as optoelectronics, biomedicine, and sensing [174].

During the synthesis process, CDs also react with ions in solution. Many documents have reported that the fluorescence lumi-
nescence changes of CDs respond to external acidic environments [175,176]. Wang et al. have prepared a special carbon dot that is
extremely sensitive to pH changes and can therefore be used as a probe for testing pH changes in enzymatic reactions [177].

1.4.2.3. Atomic doping. As mentioned above, atom doping is an effective method to change the fluorescence characteristics of CDs,
and it is also another way to modify the surface of CDs. The doping process of atoms can occur both on the carbon nucleus and on the
surface of CDs [178]. Different types of doped CDs can have different effects on the different fluorescence properties of CDs, such as
improving the quantum yield of CDs, changing the emission wavelength of CDs, and adjusting the luminescent color of CDs [179].
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1.5. Applications of CDs in biological and chemical fields

Owing to their remarkable fluorescence properties and other favorable chemical characteristics, CDs find extensive utility in
various domains, such as biological imaging, chemical sensing, photoelectric devices, photocatalysis, and more. The subsequent
section provides an overview of recent studies focusing on the application of CDs in these areas, encompassing ion and molecular
detection, bioimaging, catalytic activity, drug delivery, and disease treatment CDs [180,181].

1.5.1. Ion and molecular detection

CDs have gained significant traction in the field of ion and molecular detection. With their distinctive fluorescence properties and
excellent biocompatibility, CDs have been extensively utilized for various detection purposes [132,182-186]. Qin et al. prepared a
unique CDs: PL C-dots that can specifically detect divalent mercury ions [132]. The detection principle relies on the selective
quenching of fluorescence emission by divalent mercury ions, which can be attributed to electron or energy transfer resulting in the
fluorescence quenching of CDs. PL C-dots can be effectively employed for the detection of heavy metal ions in the environment,
thereby mitigating the environmental pollution caused by these heavy metal ions and reducing potential harm to human health. Zhu
et al. conducted the synthesis of a novel carbon quantum dot capable of detecting ferric ions [182]. This new type of double-emission
carbon dot was synthesized using a solvothermal method and doped with copper, resulting in specific wavelength changes corre-
sponding to the concentration of ferric ions. In a similar vein, Yan et al. synthesized a carbon quantum dot that effectively detects
bivalent copper ions, inducing specific changes in bivalent copper ion concentrations that can be accurately detected [183]. The
carbon quantum dots (ZnCQDs) synthesized in the study by Youyi Qiu et al. [77] were utilized as electrochemiluminescence (ECL)
probes. These probes were functionalized with hyaluronic acid (HA) in a solid-state format, enabling specific recognition of HA
carrying CD44 on the cell surface. This approach facilitated the labeling of individual breast cancer cells, serving the purpose of breast
cancer detection and evaluation of CD44 expression levels (Fig. 5).

He et al. developed a novel fluorescent probe capable of detecting dopamine molecules using FRET technology [184]. In this probe,
CDs were used as donor probes and gold nanoclusters were used as acceptor probes. The principle of this probe detection is that
dopamine will selectively quench the fluorescence of the probe. In addition, Wang et al. synthesized a carbon quantum dot composed
of manganese dioxide mixed with CDs [185], which can be used to test glutathione because manganese dioxide can oxidize 3,3,5, 5-tet-
ramethylbenzidine to produce a blue product whose absorption at 655 nm is weakened in the presence of glutathione. Huang et al.
synthesized a carbon dot for detecting hemoglobin, which used sucrose as carbon source and phosphoric acid as dopant to synthesize a
nitrogen and phosphorus double doped carbon point [186]. Nitrogen and phosphorus-doped CDs have been found to exhibit high
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sensitivity to hemoglobin, making them ideal candidates for use as ultra-selective fluorescence probes for hemoglobin detection. The
surface chemical groups on these CDs, including doped nitrogen and phosphorus atoms, promote strong binding with hemoglobin,
while the four ferro globin units in hemoglobin ensure a strong accumulation effect between the protein and the CDs. Importantly,
these CDs also exhibit excellent biocompatibility, which enables their use in the detection of hemoglobin inside the human body. By
exploiting the unique optical and chemical properties of nitrogen and phosphorus-doped CDs, researchers may be able to develop
advanced diagnostic and therapeutic tools for a wide range of medical applications, including disease detection and treatment
monitoring [187,188].

1.5.2. Biological imaging

In biological imaging, because of the advantages of CDs, CDs become the first choice for fluorescent probes in biological imaging.
First advantage is that carbon dot has low toxicity, little side effects, and good biocompatibility; Secondly, the fluorescence signal
generated by the CDs is relatively stable and has a high intensity; Thirdly, the carbon dot has a good water solubility without complex
surface processing modification; The fourth advantage is that carbon dot has the property of near infrared emission. The CDs syn-
thesized by Li et al. can emit yellow fluorescence [189]. This yellow CDs not only have excellent optical performance, but also has very
good biocompatibility and low cytotoxicity, so it is very suitable to be used as a probe for fluorescence cell imaging. The CDs can also
be used to detect the hydrogen peroxide generated in real time during biocatalysis, but in this case, they need to be combined with
silver nanoparticles. Gong et al. synthesized the CDs has achieved a new application in tumor treatment by integrating it with fluo-
rescence imaging [190]. This CDs have a high fluorescence intensity, which can improve the accuracy of the CDs in the optical
monitoring process.

Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) is the most landmark application of CDs in clinical transformation [191]. In previous studies,
quantum dots usually doped paramagnetic Gd (III) ions in the process of synthesis to achieve MRI effect. In recent years, the rapid
development of this field has endowed CDs with more functions and realized the integrated mode of diagnosis and treatment. Hongmin
Chen et al. found that after implantation, cells can be clearly differentiated from labeled cells, allowing them to be visualized in deep
tissue. Gadolinium-encapsulated graphene carbon nanoparticles (Gd@GCNs) loaded with CDs, made it integrated with fluorescence,
MRI, and photodynamic therapy (PDT) properties [192]. In addition, hydrophilic CDs exhibited significant chemical exchange
saturation transfer (CEST) contrast ratio due to the abundant hydroxyl, amide and guanidine protons on their surfaces [193] (Fig. 6A).

Cu-doped carbon dots (Cu-CD) prepared via a one-pot hydrothermal method by incorporating transition metals, such as EDTA-2Na
and CuCly, have been employed in near-infrared dual-modal therapy and diagnostic applications. The Cu doping enhances the NIR
absorption of the CDs and promotes NIR-mediated photothermal therapy (PTT) and PDT in tumor treatment. They serve as fluorescent
cell imaging agents and infrared thermal imaging agents for visualizing both in vitro and in vivo therapeutic processes (Fig. 6B) [123].
Furthermore, Xin Geng et al. [194]. synthesized mitochondria-targeted carbon dots (MitoTCD) with intramitochondrial imaging
capability and tunable long-wavelength fluorescence from green to red. MitoTCD enables long-term cell imaging for up to six gen-
erations, utilizing rhodamine-based lipophilic cations as the luminescent center of the CDs. They exhibit excellent biocompatibility and
superior photostability (Fig. 6C). Dongxiao Zheng et al. [195]proposed the preparation of W-CDs, which are cationic surfactant-based
CDs possessing multicolor and dual-emission fluorescence. W-CDs enable visual detection of specific wavelengths in the UV region.
They achieve unique multi-channel cell imaging visualization based on the electrostatic interaction with ct-DNA (Fig. 6D).

A. Schematic illustration of the GA@GCNs as cancer nanotheranostic tools for imaging-guided phototherapy in solid tumors [192].
B. Illustration of Cu,N-CDs preparation and their PTT/PDT of mouse melanoma (B16) cells [123]. C. a) The synthesis produces for four
kinds of MitoTCD (MitoTCD 520, MitoTCD 540, MitoTCD 580, and MitoTCD 600). The images of them b) under daylight and c)
different excitation and the application of MitoTCD in mitochondria imaging [194]. Dual-emission strategy for the large-scale
enhancement of fluorescent tint control. a) Description of the preparation of the CD doped PMMA film. b) The fluorescent color co-
ordinates of the CD samples. c) Photographs of the CD doped film sheets under UV light at different excitation wavelengths [195].

1.5.3. Catalytic activity

Due to the excellent upconversion luminescence properties of CDs, CDs and their compounds have high photocatalytic activity and
have been widely used in the field of photocatalysis, such as photocatalytic chemical reactions and photocatalytic degradation of
organic pollutants [196]. In 2017, Huang et al. synthesized a new type of nanocomposite material [197], which was composed of
ZnFe504 and CDs. This composite catalyst has a good catalytic effect in photocatalytic degradation of nitric oxide. Compared with the
single catalytic system with only ZnFe;O4 nanoparticles, the composite catalytic system with CDs has a higher spectral utilization
range. Yu et al. prepared another composite catalytic system, which combines CDs with a-Fe;O3 to form a composite catalyst [198],
which can effectively photocatalyzed methylene blue degradation and has the ability to be recycled. Guo et al. [199] developed a
carbon-coated CuFepO4 composite catalyst with excellent catalytic activity in catalytic reduction. At present, CDs and its composite
catalytic system have been used in various kinds of catalysis, especially in terms of hydrogen production [200].

1.5.4. Antitumor effects

As is known to all, the recurrence, heterogeneity and metastasis of tumors are the main reasons for the decreased survival rate of
tumor patients after surgery. However, currently, chemotherapy and radiotherapy are still used as the main treatment strategies [201].
The low specificity of chemotherapeutic drugs makes them damage the division of normal tissue cells when they work. Radiotherapy,
on the other hand, exposes patients to radiation areas, which also affect normal tissue cells to kill tumor cells [202,203]. Therefore, the
early diagnosis of tumor and the inhibition or killing of tumor cells have become the current direction of antitumor research. Carbon
dot CDs, with its small size and enhanced permeability and retention effect EPR, can be highly enriched and retained in tumor tissues
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with abundant blood supply. At the same time, CDs has strong modification, fluorescence and thermal sensitivity [204,205], which
makes it applied in the research of tumor therapy [206,207]. These include tumor drug delivery, photothermal therapy and collab-
orative photodynamic therapy, tumor diagnosis and antitumor mechanism.

Tumor tissue provides a suitable pH environment for the release of anticancer drugs DOX. A pH-responsive hydrogel system
combined with nitrogen doped carbon quantum dots NCQDs loaded with hydroxyapatite and DOX is applied to the tumor site [208,
209]. The Schiff base broke away and DOX was released to play an anti-cancer role. In addition, using the fluorescence properties of
CQDs, Hang He et al. s study encapsulated CDs and DOX into mesoporous silica nanoparticles (MSN) [210]. Due to the acidic con-
ditions of tumors, the MSN surface structure was destroyed, and DOX and CQDs were released.

Doxorubicin (DOX) can inhibit the synthesis of RNA and DNA, inducing the death of tumour cells in various growth cycles, which is
widely used in oncology treatment [211,212]. Fluorescence changes of CQD were monitored to verify the release of antitumor drugs.
Photothermal therapy and photodynamic therapy PDT is an emerging strategy of tumor treatment mechanism at present. PTT or PDT
alone cannot completely eliminate tumors, and the combination of these two methods can improve the efficacy of scientific research
(Fig. 7) [213,214]. In the study of combined materials application, it was found that CQDs is a heat-sensitive agent and ZnPc is a
photosensitizer. CQDs can produce obvious thermal effect under 980 nm laser irradiation, ablation of tumor cells in focal areas and
enhance DOX release. Based on the upconversion luminescence (UCL), the combined material transfers energy to conjugated PDT
reagent (ZnPc) to produce ROS to kill tumor cells [215,216]. In addition, a nanoparticle system loaded with Cu2+ and CDs-Ce6 (Cu/CC
NPs) using the synergistic principle [217], partly due to FRET, the assembled Cu/CC NPs hide the fluorescence of CQD, which
decomposing and releasing CQD when entering tumor cells as a means of monitoring, the other part of PDT function was effectively
restored under the stimulation of tumor microenvironment TME (Fig. 7A). Ding Qu et al. designed a multi-component heat-sensitive
lipid nanocomposite based on GNR modifications to enhance anti-breast cancer treatment. Hypothermia (LT-PTT) can temporarily
maintain tumors at fever-like temperatures and increase the recruitment of immune cells [218] (Fig. 7B).

Copper-dependent Redox reactions can lead to a depletion of GSH in tumors, which in turn increases intracellular oxidative stress
and amplifies the therapeutic efficacy of reactive oxygen species (ROS) in cancer treatment [221]. CDs have played an important role
in the discovery, diagnosis, and treatment of tumors. Despite this, there are still several challenges that need to be addressed, and the
combination of CDs with other therapies such as immunotherapy, gene therapy, and radiotherapy requires further investigation. By
exploring the synergistic effects of CDs and other treatments, researchers may be able to unlock new approaches for fighting cancer and
other diseases. Ge et al. used Polythiophene phenyl propionic acid polymer (PAA) as the carbon source and prepared near-infrared CDs
by hydrothermal kettle reaction [222]. Under 671 nm excitation light, CDs produced a lot of heat energy in mice. After 10 min of
irradiation, the temperature of the tumor site reached 57 °C, which could kill the tumor. Photothermal therapy can achieve local
heating, but the temperature should not be too high, otherwise it may cause damage to normal cells or tissues. The participation of
carbon quantum dots in photothermal therapy significantly improves this defect. Carbon quantum dots can specifically accumulate at
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the tumor site and do not generate excessive temperature under near-infrared irradiation, which not only kills cancer cells but also
improves the safety and effectiveness of the treatment process. In addition, the carbon quantum dots can also generate singlet oxygen
through multi state sensitization process, and the quantum yield exceeds [223,224]. Through in vitro and in vivo research, they have
demonstrated that this carbon quantum dot can serve as a photodynamic therapy drug, while achieving imaging and efficient cancer
treatment. CDs have excellent photothermal conversion performance, including a large absorption cross-section, excellent photo-
thermal conversion efficiency, and excellent photothermal stability; CDs not only significantly improve the water solubility of pho-
tosensitizers, but also transfer energy to photosensitizers through FRET, greatly improving the fluorescence performance of
photosensitizers. The composite system has a lethal effect on tumor cells, and the photodynamic therapy effect is significant. Carbon
quantum dots have efficient TPACS, so the carbon quantum dot photosensitizer system under two-photon excitation has great
application value. Meanwhile, efficient TPACS significantly enhances the singlet oxygen yield of photosensitizers and the efficiency of
tumor treatment [225]. Continued research into the properties and potential applications of CDs holds great promise for the future of
medical science and healthcare. Lin Hou et al. [219] integrated immunogenic cell death (ICD)-inducing chemotherapy drug (DOX),
ICD-enhancer (Fe ions), and tumor microenvironment (TME) modulator (LOS) within a mesoporous nanostructure (Pep-APCD).
Pep-APCDs@Fe/DOX-LOS reduces the production of extracellular matrix collagen and improves tumor oxygenation to regulate TME,
thereby enhancing anti-tumor immunity for eradicating tumor cells and combating tumor metastasis (Fig. 7C). Xin Zhou et al. have
developed an acidity-activated graphene quantum dots-based nanotransformers (GQD NT) by continuously “deforming” in the tumor,
prolonging the residence time of nanodrugs in the tumor, and enhancing the penetration of drugs in the tumor, long-term MRI
detection and efficient treatment of cancer tumors are realized at very low drug doses (Fig. 7D) [220].

A. Schematic illustration of a tumor microenvironment (TME) stimuli-responsive fluorescence imaging and trimodal synergistic
cancer treatment nanoplatform is facilely constructed via assembling carbon dots and Cu2+ [217]. B. Schematic illustration of syn-
ergistic engineering of a tumor immune microenvironment after the treatment with GNR-T/CM-L upon NIR illumination [218]. C.
Preparation and immune activation mechanism of Pep-APCDs@Fe/DOX-LOS. a) Schematic illustration for the preparation of
drugs-loaded nanoassemblies. b) The transformation and enhanced antitumor immunity mechanism of Pep-APCDs@Fe/DOX-LOS
[219]. D. A modularized self-assembly method to fabricate graphene quantum dots-based nanotransformers (GQD NT) for long
period tumor imaging and repeated PDT. a) Synthesis of the GQD NT. b) In Vivo Fluorescence and Magnetic Resonance Duplex Imaging
of TCPP@GQD NT [220].

1.5.5. Drug delivery

Quantum dots have emerged as promising biological systems for drug delivery, owing to their small size, high surface activity,
excellent biocompatibility, and versatile modifiable properties. Furthermore, CDs offer the added benefit of fluorescence, which en-
ables real-time imaging during drug delivery procedures. These unique properties make CDs ideal candidates for targeted drug de-
livery systems with minimal side effects [226]. By exploiting the potential of CDs for drug delivery and imaging, medical researchers
can develop more effective and efficient therapeutic regimens for a wide range of diseases and conditions. Continued exploration of
carbon dot properties and techniques for drug delivery has the potential to revolutionize the field of medicine and improve outcomes
and quality of care for patients [227]. Devi et al. found that NCDs of aloe vera extract showed a bright blue glow under ultraviolet light.
They found that the Aloe vera extract NCDs demonstrated bright blue luminescence under UV light. And staphylococcus aureus and
Escherichia coli have very good bactericidal effect [228]. In the treatment of neurodegenerative diseases, the main obstacle is that drug
delivery is difficult to cross the blood-brain barrier, resulting in the inability to exert its efficacy. Dopamine, a large molecule of high
polarity, plays an indispensable role in neurodegenerative diseases and cannot cross the blood-brain barrier. Sheril Ann Mathew’s
study encapsulated dopamine in CDs carbonized from chitosan to form a 144 nm dopamine@CS/CD nanocomposite that stably
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transmembrane for drug release in neurodegenerative diseases [229]. Zilin Wang can induce the epithelial-mesenchymal transition
(EMT) process by microwave-assisted heating of CDots synthesized from ascorbic acid and polyethylenimine (PEI) for the treatment of
skin wounds activating transforming TGF-$)/p38/Snail signaling pathway [230]. Xiaoting Ji et al. [231] designed dual-functional
composite nanospheres for cancer embryonic antigen (CEA) sensing and targeted drug delivery. These nanospheres exhibit high
sensitivity for CEA detection in vitro while exerting effective anti-cancer effects. Wen Su et al. [232]synthesized CSCNP-R-CQDs as
anti-cancer drug carriers, efficiently delivering DOX to the nucleus of cancer cells, especially cancer stem cells, and demonstrating
excellent cytotoxicity against tumor cells (Fig. 8A). Shuhua Li et al. [79] designed and prepared a LAAM CQD that selectively targets
tumors by binding to large neutral amino acid transporter 1. This CQD can penetrate the blood-brain barrier and deliver chemotherapy
drugs, while also enabling near-infrared fluorescence and photoacoustic imaging of tumors. LAAM CQDs have the potential for clinical
applications in imaging and drug delivery for various types of tumors and central nervous system diseases (Fig. 8B).

A. Schematic representation for the fluorescence emission spectra of CSCNP-R-CQD aqueous solution and LCSM images of breast
CSCs incubated with CSCNP-R-CQDs. (a-c) In vivo imaging of tumor-bearing mice after intravenous injection of CSCNP-R-CQD/DOX at
different time points [232]. B. Schematic diagram of LAAM TC-CQD synthesis (a) and TEM and HRTEM characterization (b). Scale
bars, 10 nm and 1 nm (inset). The NIR fluorescence images of representative U87-tumour-bearing mouse (a) and the indicated organs
and tumour (b) that received intravenous injection of LAAM TC-CQDs. ¢) 3D reconstruction of the distribution of LAAM TC-CQDs in
the mouse [79].

2. Summary and outlook

This comprehensive review offers a survey of the latest advancements in the synthesis, luminescence mechanism elucidation, and
the application of CDs within the realms of biochemistry and medicine. CDs are significant popularity within the domains of optics,
energy, and biomedicine, which attributed to their straightforward synthesis, eco-friendliness, diverse synthesis methodologies,
impressive optical and electrical traits, cost-effectiveness, and exceptional biocompatibility [233,234]. Extensive research efforts have
been dedicated to exploring synthesis strategies, elucidating the structure-property relationships, investigating the underlying
mechanisms, and advancing the applications of CDs. Various factors, such as precursor ratios, solvent variations, reaction modes, and
size effects during synthesis, as well as extrinsic modifications like doping with other elements and surface functionalization [235],
have been used to adjust the physicochemical properties and luminescence characteristics of CDs [236].

The unique properties of quantum dots are based on their inherent quantum effects. When the particle size enters the nanoscale
range, size confinement leads to coulomb blockade effects, size effects, quantum confinement effects, macroscopic quantum tunneling
effects, and surface effects. These give rise to nanosystems with different low-dimensional properties compared to macroscopic ma-
terials, exhibiting many distinct physical and chemical properties. Therefore, quantum dots demonstrate significant advantages in
applications such as catalysts, biosensors, drug delivery systems, and bioimaging agents. They also play a crucial role in disease
diagnosis and treatment by providing the characteristics of quantum dot photothermal and photodynamic therapies.

CDs possess a broad excitation wavelength range and a narrow emission wavelength range. The fluorescence peak position can be
controlled by altering the physical size of the CDs. This allows for the simultaneous excitation of multiple types of quantum dots using
the same excitation light, resulting in the emission of fluorescence at different wavelengths for multiplex fluorescence detection.
Additionally, CDs can display different colors without overlap, enabling the simultaneous labeling of different components in ex-
periments. Quantum dots exhibit strong resistance to photobleaching and have fluorescence lifetimes 10-50 times higher than those of
ordinary organic fluorescent dyes, demonstrating high photostability.

Despite encouraging findings and wide-ranging applications of CDs in the advancement of biology, physics, chemistry, and
medicine, there are still numerous critical issues to be addressed. In comparison to quantum dots and other carbon materials, research
concerning CDs is still in its infancy [237]. Among the foremost challenges lies the absence of systematic and scalable synthetic
strategies to generate high-quality CDs with the required structure, encompassing dimensions, morphology, crystallinity, count of
functional groups, defect type and location. In addition, the non-standard synthesis pathways and impurities, the exact reaction
mechanism, nuclear mechanism and the formation process of CDs are unknown [238-240]. Furthermore, due to their high surface
activity, quantum dots are prone to aggregation, leading to the formation of larger aggregates with weak interfacial connections. The
surface of the particles is not smooth and contains numerous defects, which can affect the luminescence efficiency of the nanoparticles.
Therefore, surface modification of quantum dots with appropriate functional groups or their multifunctionalization has become the
mainstream direction in current quantum dot research. However, the preparation conditions for quantum dots are stringent, involving
complex reaction steps and high costs, which pose significant obstacles to the development of quantum dots.

In order to attain the goal of producing high-performance carbon dots on a significant scale, an efficient approach is necessary to
systematically explore the influence of precursors and parameters (including temperature, duration, and pH) on CDs performance, and
develop purification schemes based on size or polarity [241,242]. Notably, the development of in situ techniques plays a decisive role
in the characterization of the mechanism of CDs formation., which facilitates the controlled synthesis of CDs with defined nano-
structures [243]. Addressing these challenges will lead to the realization of the full potential of CDs in various applications and propel
the field forward.

Tumor is a major disease threatening human life and health, especially brain tumor. The imaging diagnosis of brain tumor has
extremely important clinical significance. At present, the research on CDs as optical imaging probes internationally is still in its early
stages, and the key issues are mainly as follows: the emission wavelength of most CDs is in the shorter wavelength visible light range of
400 nm-500 nm, which has poor penetrability to body tissues and limits their optical imaging of deep tissues in the body [244,245].
Additionally, interference from the spontaneous fluorescence of organisms is a concern. The distribution of CDs in the body lacks
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selectivity and fails to concentrate on lesion sites such as tumor sites, resulting in weak contrast between tumor tissue and normal tissue
boundaries, leading to suboptimal imaging outcomes [246]. The particle size scale and surface properties of CDs result in a shorter
biological half-life in vivo, further weakening the imaging effect [247]. Therefore, future research directions may focus on CDs that
emit light in the red or near-infrared region and have tumor targeting properties to improve their tumor signal-to-noise ratio. Thus,
achieving precise and targeted rapid labeling and imaging analysis of relevant lesion locations, achieving non-invasive real-time,
dynamic, highly sensitive, and rapid tracing and monitoring, truly achieving integration of diagnosis and treatment.

Author contribution statement

All authors listed have significantly contributed to the development and the writing of this article.
Data availability statement

No data was used for the research described in the article.
Declaration of competing interest

The authors declare that they have no known competing financial interests or personal relationships that could have appeared to
influence the work reported in this paper.

References

[1] J. Liu, R. Li, B. Yang, Carbon dots: a new type of carbon-based nanomaterial with wide applications[J], ACS Cent. Sci. 6 (2020) 2179-2195.
[2] H.Yi,J. Liu, J. Yao, R. Wang, W. Shi, C. Lu, Photoluminescence mechanism of carbon dots: triggering multiple color emissions through controlling the degree
of protonation[J], Molecules 27 (2022).
[3] J. Liu, Y. Geng, D. Li, H. Yao, Z. Huo, Y. Li, et al., Deep red emissive carbonized polymer dots with unprecedented narrow full width at half maximum[J], Adv
Mater 32 (2020), e1906641.
[4] Z.Zhang, G.Yi, P. Li, X. Zhang, H. Fan, Y. Zhang, et al., A minireview on doped carbon dots for photocatalytic and electrocatalytic applications[J], Nanoscale
12 (2020) 13899-13906.
[5] Y. Yan, J. Gong, J. Chen, Z. Zeng, W. Huang, K. Pu, et al., Recent advances on graphene quantum dots: from chemistry and physics to applications[J], Adv
Mater 31 (2019), e1808283.
[6] F. Wei, X. Cui, Z. Wang, C. Dong, J. Li, X. Han, Recoverable peroxidase-like Fe(3)O(4)@MoS(2)-Ag nanozyme with enhanced antibacterial ability[J], Chem
Eng J 408 (2021), 127240.
[7] J.H. Lee, J.H. Han, J.H. Kim, B. Kim, D. Bello, J.K. Kim, et al., Exposure monitoring of graphene nanoplatelets manufacturing workplaces[J], Inhal. Toxicol. 28
(2016) 281-291.
[8] Y. Mei, S. Yang, C. Li, W. Chen, R. Liu, K. Xu, A signal-on fluorescent biosensor for mercury detection based on a cleavable phosphorothioate RNA fluorescent
probe and metal-organic frameworks[J], Analytical methods : advancing methods and applications 14 (2022) 4418-4425.
[9] A.D. Ghuge, A.R. Shirode, V.J. Kadam, Graphene: a comprehensive review[J], Curr. Drug Targets 18 (2017) 724-733.
[10] Y.J. Chung, J. Kim, C.B. Park, Photonic carbon dots as an emerging nanoagent for biomedical and healthcare applications[J], ACS Nano 14 (2020) 6470-6497.
[11] M. Bottini, T. Mustelin, Carbon materials: nanosynthesis by candlelight[J], Nat. Nanotechnol. 2 (2007) 599-600.
[12] M.J. Molaei, A review on nanostructured carbon quantum dots and their applications in biotechnology, sensors, and chemiluminescence[J], Talanta 196
(2019) 456-478.
[13] M.J. Molaei, Carbon quantum dots and their biomedical and therapeutic applications: a review[J], RSC Adv. 9 (2019) 6460-6481.
[14] Y.F. Kang, Y.H. Li, Y.W. Fang, Y. Xu, X.M. Wei, X.B. Yin, Carbon quantum dots for zebrafish fluorescence imaging[J], Sci. Rep. 5 (2015), 11835.
[15] M.O. Alas, F.B. Alkas, A. Aktas Sukuroglu, R. Genc Alturk, D. Battal, Fluorescent carbon dots are the new quantum dots: an overview of their potential in
emerging technologies and nanosafety[J], J. Mater. Sci. 55 (2020) 15074-15105.
[16] S. Empedocles, M. Bawendi, Spectroscopy of single CdSe nanocrystallites[J], Accounts of Chemical Research 32 (1999) 389-396.
[17] T. Trindade, P. O’Brien, N.L. Pickett, Nanocrystalline semiconductors: synthesis, properties, and perspectives[J], Chem. Mater. 13 (2001) 3843-3858.
[18] A.D. Yoffe, Semiconductor quantum dots and related systems: electronic, optical, luminescence and related properties of low dimensional systems[J], Adv.
Phys. 50 (2001) 1-208.
[19] Y. Sahu, A. Hashmi, R. Patel, A.K. Singh, M. Susan, S.A.C. Carabineiro, Potential development of N-doped carbon dots and metal-oxide carbon dot composites
for chemical and biosensing[J], Nanomaterials 12 (2022).
[20] T.F. Yadeta, K.W. Huang, T. Imae, Y.L. Tung, Enhancement of perovskite solar cells by TiO(2)-carbon dot electron transport film layers, J. Nanomater. 13
(2022).
[21] T.H. Le, J.H. Kim, S.J. Park, A Co-doped carbon dot/silver nanoparticle nanocomposite-based fluorescence sensor for metformin hydrochloride detection,
J. Nanomater. 12 (2022).
[22] X. Xu, R. Ray, Y. Gu, H.J. Ploehn, L. Gearheart, K. Raker, et al., Electrophoretic analysis and purification of fluorescent single-walled carbon nanotube
fragments[J], J. Am. Chem. Soc. 126 (2004) 12736-12737.
[23] A. Krueger, The structure and reactivity of nanoscale diamond[J], J. Mater. Chem. 18 (2008) 1485-1492.
[24] A. Krueger, Nanoparticles Diamond, Jewels for Chemistry and Physics[J], Advanced Materials 20 (2008) 2445-2449.
[25] A.B. Bourlinos, A. Stassinopoulos, D. Anglos, R. Zboril, V. Georgakilas, E.P. Giannelis, Photoluminescent carbogenic dots[J], Chem. Mater. 20 (2008)
4539-4541.
[26] H. Peng, J. Travas-Sejdic, Simple aqueous solution route to luminescent carbogenic dots from carbohydrates[J], Chem. Mater. 21 (2009) 5563-5565.
[27] A.B. Bourlinos, A. Stassinopoulos, D. Anglos, R. Zboril, M. Karakassides, E.P. Giannelis, Surface functionalized carbogenic quantum dots[J], Small 4 (2008)
455-458.
[28] Q. Zhang, R. Wang, B. Feng, X. Zhong, K. Ostrikov, Photoluminescence mechanism of carbon dots: triggering high-color-purity red fluorescence emission
through edge amino protonation[J], Nat. Commun. 12 (2021) 6856.
[29] Y. Kamura, K. Imura, Photoluminescence from carbon dot-gold nanoparticle composites enhanced by photonic and plasmonic double-resonant effects[J], ACS
Omega 5 (2020) 29068-29072.
[30] J. Gan, Y. Wu, F. Yang, H. Zhang, X. Wu, Y. Wang, et al., Wood-cellulose photoluminescence material based on carbon quantum dot for light conversion[J],
Carbohydr. Polym. 290 (2022), 119429.
[31] J. Uchida, Y. Takahashi, T. Katsurao, H. Sakabe, One-step solvent-free synthesis of carbon dot-based layered composites exhibiting color-tunable
photoluminescence[J], RSC Adv. 12 (2022) 8283-8289.

16


http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref4
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref4
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref6
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref6
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref7
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref7
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref8
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref8
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref9
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref10
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref11
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref12
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref12
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref13
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref14
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref15
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref15
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref16
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref17
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref18
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref18
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref19
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref19
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref20
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref20
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref21
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref21
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref22
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref22
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref23
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref24
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref25
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref25
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref26
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref27
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref27
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref28
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref28
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref29
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref29
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref30
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref30
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref31
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref31

H. Bao et al. Heliyon 9 (2023) 20317

[32]
[33]

[34]
[35]

[36]
[37]

[38]
[39]

[40]
[41]
[42]
[43]
[44]
[45]

[46]
[47]

[48]

[49]
[50]

[51]
[52]
[53]
[54]
[55]
[56]
[57]

[58]
[59]

[60]
[61]
[62]
[63]
[64]
[65]
[66]
[67]
[68]
[69]
[70]
[71]
[72]
[73]

[74]
[75]

N. Siraj, B. El-Zahab, S. Hamdan, T.E. Karam, L.H. Haber, M. Li, et al., Fluorescence, phosphorescence, and chemiluminescence[J], Anal. Chem. 88 (2016)
170-202.

Y. Guo, M. Shen, X. Shi, Construction of poly(amidoamine) dendrimer/carbon dot nanohybrids for biomedical applications[J], Macromol. Biosci. 21 (2021),
€2100007.

N. Yadav, K.H. Adolfsson, M. Hakkarainen, Carbon dot-triggered photocatalytic degradation of cellulose acetate[J], Biomacromolecules 22 (2021) 2211-2223.
S. Singh, N. Shauloff, C.P. Sharma, R. Shimoni, C.J. Arnusch, R. Jelinek, Carbon dot-polymer nanoporous membrane for recyclable sunlight-sterilized
facemasks[J], J. Colloid Interface Sci. 592 (2021) 342-348.

H. He, L. Liu, X. Chen, Q. Wang, X. Wang, W.M. Nau, et al., Carbon dot blinking enables accurate molecular counting at nanoscale resolution[J], Anal. Chem.
93 (2021) 3968-3975.

A.B. Pebdeni, M. Hosseini, A. Barkhordari, Smart fluorescence aptasensor using nanofiber functionalized with carbon quantum dot for specific detection of
pathogenic bacteria in the wound, J], Talanta 246 (2022), 123454.

Quenching of fluorescence, in: J.R. Lakowicz (Ed.), Principles of Fluorescence Spectroscopy, Springer US, Boston, MA, 2006, pp. 277-330.

C. Ly, Y. Liu, Q. Wen, Y. Liu, Y. Wang, H. Rao, et al., Ratiometric fluorescence assay for L-Cysteine based on Fe-doped carbon dot nanozymes, J],
Nanotechnology 31 (2020), 445703.

J.F. Olorunyomi, J.F. White, T.R. Gengenbach, R.A. Caruso, C.M. Doherty, Fabrication of a reusable carbon dot/gold nanoparticle/metal-organic framework
film for fluorescence detection of lead ions in water[J], ACS Appl. Mater. Interfaces 14 (2022) 35755-35768.

R. Bukasov, Z. Kunushpayeva, A. Rapikov, S. Zhunussova, A. Sultangaziyev, O. Filchakova, High contrast surface enhanced fluorescence of carbon dot labeled
bacteria cells on aluminum foil[J], J. Fluoresc. 30 (2020) 1477-1482.

D.A. Helmerich, G. Beliu, S.S. Matikonda, M.J. Schnermann, M. Sauer, Photoblueing of organic dyes can cause artifacts in super-resolution microscopy[J], Nat.
Methods 18 (2021) 253-257.

A.V. Longo, A. Sciortino, M. Cannas, F. Messina, UV photobleaching of carbon nanodots investigated by in situ optical methods[J], Phys. Chem. Chem. Phys.
22 (2020) 13398-13407.

Y. Yao, D. Niu, C.H. Lee, Y. Li, P. Li, Aqueous synthesis of multi-carbon dot cross-linked polyethyleneimine particles with enhanced photoluminescent
properties[J], Macromol. Rapid Commun. 40 (2019), e1800869.

Y. Xiong, J. Schneider, C.J. Reckmeier, H. Huang, P. Kasak, A.L. Rogach, Carbonization conditions influence the emission characteristics and the stability
against photobleaching of nitrogen doped carbon dots[J], Nanoscale 9 (2017) 11730-11738.

T. Zhu, L. Cao, Z. Zhou, H. Guo, M. Ge, W.F. Dong, et al., Ultra-bright carbon quantum dots for rapid cell staining, J], Analyst 147 (2022) 2558-2566.

H. Ehtesabi, Z. Hallaji, S. Najafi Nobar, Z. Bagheri, Carbon dots with pH-responsive fluorescence: a review on synthesis and cell biological applications[J],
Mikrochim. Acta 187 (2020) 150.

C.G. dos Remedios, P.D.J. Moens, Fluorescence resonance energy transfer spectroscopy is a reliable "ruler" for measuring structural changes in proteins:
dispelling the problem of the unknown orientation factor[J], J. Struct. Biol. 115 (1995) 175-185.

O. Wichmann, C. Schultz, FRET probes to monitor phospholipase A2 activity[J], Chem. Commun. (2001) 2500-2501.

K.Q. Luo, V.C. Yu, Y. Pu, D.C. Chang, Measuring dynamics of caspase-8 activation in a single living HeLa cell during TNFa-induced apoptosis[J], Biochem.
Biophys. Res. Commun. 304 (2003) 217-222.

Y. Ishii, T. Yoshida, T. Funatsu, T. Wazawa, T. Yanagida, Fluorescence resonance energy transfer between single fluorophores attached to a coiled-coil protein
in aqueous solution[J], Chem. Phys. 247 (1999) 163-173.

J. Yao, M. Yang, Y. Duan, Chemistry, biology, and medicine of fluorescent nanomaterials and related systems: new insights into biosensing, bioimaging,
genomics, diagnostics, and therapy[J], Chem Rev 114 (2014) 6130-6178.

D. Svechkarev, A.M. Mohs, Organic fluorescent dye-based nanomaterials: advances in the rational design for imaging and sensing applications[J], Curr. Med.
Chem. 26 (2019) 4042-4064.

H. Wang, X. Ji, Z.A. Page, J.L. Sessler, Fluorescent materials-based information storage[J], Mater. Chem. Front. 4 (2020) 1024-1039.

D. Shan, J.T. Hsieh, X. Bai, J. Yang, Citrate-based fluorescent biomaterials[J], Adv. Healthcare Mater. 7 (2018), e1800532.

R. Shen, J. Zhang, W. Huang, S. Wu, G. Li, S. Zou, et al., Dynamic light scattering and fluorescence dual-signal sensing of cancer antigen-125 via recognition of
the polymerase chain reaction product with gold nanoparticle probe[J], Anal. Chim. Acta 1145 (2021) 87-94.

M. Marziniak, R. Breyer, S. Evers, SUNCT syndrome successfully treated with the combination of oxcarbazepine and g abapentin[J], Pain Med. 10 (2009)
1497-1500.

L. Cao, X. Wang, M.J. Meziani, F. Lu, H. Wang, P.G. Luo, et al., Carbon dots for multiphoton bioimaging[J], J. Am. Chem. Soc. 129 (2007) 11318-11319.
S.-L. Hu, K.-Y. Niu, J. Sun, J. Yang, N.-Q. Zhao, X.-W. Du, One-step synthesis of fluorescent carbon nanoparticles by laser irradiation[J], J. Mater. Chem. 19
(2009) 484-488.

Y.-P. Sun, X. Wang, F. Lu, L. Cao, M.J. Meziani, P.G. Luo, et al., Doped carbon nanoparticles as a new Platform for highly photoluminescent dots[J], J. Phys.
Chem. C 112 (2008) 18295-18298.

Y.-P. Sun, B. Zhou, Y. Lin, W. Wang, K.A.S. Fernando, P. Pathak, et al., Quantum-sized carbon dots for bright and colorful photoluminescence[J], J. Am. Chem.
Soc. 128 (2006) 7756-7757.

X. Wang, L. Cao, F. Lu, M.J. Meziani, H. Li, G. Qi, et al., Photoinduced electron transfers with carbon dots[J], Chem. Commun. (2009) 3774-3776.

S.-T. Yang, L. Cao, P.G. Luo, F. Lu, X. Wang, H. Wang, et al., Carbon dots for optical imaging in vivo[J], J. Am. Chem. Soc. 131 (2009) 11308-11309.
S.-T. Yang, X. Wang, H. Wang, F. Lu, P.G. Luo, L. Cao, et al., Carbon dots as nontoxic and high-performance fluorescence imaging agents[J], J. Phys. Chem. C
113 (2009) 18110-18114.

J. Lu, J=x Yang, J. Wang, A. Lim, S. Wang, K.P. Loh, One-pot synthesis of fluorescent carbon nanoribbons, nanoparticles, and graphene by the exfoliation of
graphite in ionic liquids[J], ACS Nano 3 (2009) 2367-2375.

Q.-L. Zhao, Z.-L. Zhang, B.-H. Huang, J. Peng, M. Zhang, D.-W. Pang, Facile preparation of low cytotoxicity fluorescent carbon nanocrystals by electrooxidation
of graphite[J], Chem. Commun. (2008) 5116-5118.

L. Zheng, Y. Chi, Y. Dong, J. Lin, B. Wang, Electrochemiluminescence of water-soluble carbon nanocrystals released electrochemically from graphite[J], J. Am.
Chem. Soc. 131 (2009) 4564-4565.

J. Zhou, C. Booker, R. Li, X. Zhou, T.-K. Sham, X. Sun, et al., An electrochemical avenue to blue luminescent nanocrystals from multiwalled carbon nanotubes
(MWCNTs)[J], J. Am. Chem. Soc. 129 (2007) 744-745.

N.R. Devi, T.H.V. Kumar, A.K. Sundramoorthy, Electrochemically exfoliated carbon quantum dots modified electrodes for detection of dopamine
neurotransmitter[J], J. Electrochem. Soc. 165 (2018) G3112.

A. Kaczmarek, J. Hoffman, J. Morgiel, T. Moscicki, L. Stobinski, Z. Szymanski, et al., Luminescent Carbon Dots Synthesized by the Laser Ablation of Graphite
in, Polyethylenimine and Ethylenediamine, Materials, 2021.

J.-Y. Zhang, C. Xia, H.-F. Wang, C. Tang, Recent advances in electrocatalytic oxygen reduction for on-site hydrogen peroxide synthesis in acidic media[J],
J. Energy Chem. 67 (2022) 432-450.

S.S. Monte-Filho, S.L.E. Andrade, M.B. Lima, Araujo MCU, Synthesis of highly fluorescent carbon dots from lemon and onion juices for determination of
riboflavin in multivitamin/mineral supplements[J], J Pharm Anal 9 (2019) 209-216.

A. Visheratina, L. Hesami, A.K. Wilson, N. Baalbaki, N. Noginova, M.A. Noginov, et al., Hydrothermal synthesis of chiral carbon dots, J], Chirality 34 (2022)
1503-1514.

H. Liu, T. Ye, C. Mao, Fluorescent carbon nanoparticles derived from candle soot[J], Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 46 (2007) 6473-6475.

C. Tang, J. Zhou, Z. Qian, Y. Ma, Y. Huang, H. Feng, A universal fluorometric assay strategy for glycosidases based on functional carbon quantum dots:
f-galactosidase activity detection in vitro and in living cells[J], J. Mater. Chem. B 5 (2017) 1971-1979.

17


http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref32
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref32
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref33
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref33
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref34
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref35
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref35
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref36
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref36
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref44
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref44
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref45
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref46
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref46
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref47
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref47
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref48
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref48
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref49
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref49
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref50
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref50
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref51
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref51
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref52
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref52
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref54
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref55
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref55
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref56
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref56
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref59
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref60
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref60
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref61
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref61
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref62
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref62
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref63
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref63
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref64
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref65
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref66
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref66
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref67
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref67
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref68
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref69
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref69
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref70
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref70
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref71
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref71
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref72
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref73
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref74
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref74
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref75
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref75
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref76
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref76
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref77
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref77
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref78
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref78
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref79
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref79
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref80
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref80
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref81
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref81
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref82
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref82
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref83
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref83
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref84
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref222
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref222

H. Bao et al. Heliyon 9 (2023) 20317

[76]
[77]
[78]
[79]
[80]
[81]
[82]
[83]
[84]
[85]
[86]
[87]
[88]
[89]
[90]
[91]
[92]
[93]
[94]
[95]

[96]
[97]

[98]
[99]
[100]
[101]
[102]
[103]

[104]
[105]

[106]
[107]
[108]
[109]
[110]
[111]
[112]
[113]
[114]

[115]

Q. Liu, S. Xu, C. Niu, M. Li, D. He, Z. Lu, et al., Distinguish cancer cells based on targeting turn-on fluorescence imaging by folate functionalized green emitting
carbon dots[J], Biosens. Bioelectron. 64 (2015) 119-125.

Y. Qiu, B. Zhou, X. Yang, D. Long, Y. Hao, P. Yang, Novel single-cell analysis Platform based on a solid-state zinc-coadsorbed carbon quantum dots
electrochemiluminescence probe for the evaluation of CD44 expression on breast cancer cells[J], ACS Appl. Mater. Interfaces 9 (2017) 16848-16856.

L. Li, L. Shi, J. Jia, O. Eltayeb, W. Lu, Y. Tang, et al., Dual photoluminescence emission carbon dots for ratiometric fluorescent GSH sensing and cancer cell
recognition[J], ACS Appl. Mater. Interfaces 12 (2020) 18250-18257.

S. Li, W. Su, H. Wu, T. Yuan, C. Yuan, J. Liu, et al., Targeted tumour theranostics in mice via carbon quantum dots structurally mimicking large amino acids[J],
Nat. Biomed. Eng. 4 (2020) 704-716.

Y. Hailing, L. Xiufang, W. Lili, L. Baogiang, H. Kaichen, H. Yongquan, et al., Doxorubicin-loaded fluorescent carbon dots with PEI passivation as a drug delivery
system for cancer therapy[J], Nanoscale 12 (2020) 17222-17237.

M. Zheng, S. Liu, J. Li, D. Qu, H. Zhao, X. Guan, et al., Integrating oxaliplatin with highly luminescent carbon dots: an unprecedented theranostic agent for
personalized medicine[J], Adv Mater 26 (2014) 3554-3560.

G. Kalaiyarasan, M. Veerapandian, G. JebaMercy, K. Balamurugan, J. Joseph, Amygdalin-functionalized carbon quantum dots for probing p-glucosidase
activity for cancer diagnosis and therapeutics[J], ACS Biomater. Sci. Eng. 5 (2019) 3089-3099.

W. Li, Q. Liu, P. Zhang, L. Liu, Zwitterionic nanogels crosslinked by fluorescent carbon dots for targeted drug delivery and simultaneous bioimaging[J], Acta
Biomater. 40 (2016) 254-262.

M. Qian, L. Chen, Y. Du, H. Jiang, T. Huo, Y. Yang, et al., Biodegradable mesoporous silica achieved via carbon nanodots-incorporated framework swelling for
debris-mediated photothermal synergistic immunotherapy[J], Nano Lett. 19 (2019) 8409-8417.

B. Geng, W. Shen, P. Li, F. Fang, H. Qin, X.K. Li, et al., Carbon dot-passivated black phosphorus nanosheet hybrids for synergistic cancer therapy in the NIR-II
window[J], ACS Appl. Mater. Interfaces 11 (2019) 44949-44960.

X.W. Hua, Y.W. Bao, F.G. Wu, Fluorescent carbon quantum dots with intrinsic nucleolus-targeting capability for nucleolus imaging and enhanced cytosolic and
nuclear drug delivery[J], ACS Appl. Mater. Interfaces 10 (2018) 10664-10677.

M. Zhang, W. Wang, Y. Cui, N. Zhou, J. Shen, Near-infrared light-mediated photodynamic/photothermal therapy nanoplatform by the assembly of Fe304
carbon dots with graphitic black phosphorus quantum dots[J], Int. J. Nanomed. 13 (2018) 2803-2819.

M. Zhang, W. Wang, F. Wu, T. Zheng, J. Ashley, M. Mohammadniaei, et al., Biodegradable Poly(y-glutamic acid)@glucose oxidase@carbon dot nanoparticles
for simultaneous multimodal imaging and synergetic cancer therapy[J], Biomaterials 252 (2020), 120106.

Q. Jia, J. Ge, W. Liu, S. Liu, G. Niu, L. Guo, et al., Gold nanorod@silica-carbon dots as multifunctional phototheranostics for fluorescence and photoacoustic
imaging-guided synergistic photodynamic/photothermal therapy[J], Nanoscale 8 (2016) 13067-13077.

L. Bao, Z.L. Zhang, Z.Q. Tian, L. Zhang, C. Liu, Y. Lin, et al., Electrochemical tuning of luminescent carbon nanodots: from preparation to luminescence
mechanism[J], Adv Mater 23 (2011) 5801-5806.

B. Vercelli, R. Donnini, F. Ghezzi, A. Sansonetti, U. Giovanella, B. La Ferla, Nitrogen-doped carbon quantum dots obtained hydrothermally from citric acid and
urea: the role of the specific nitrogen centers in their electrochemical and optical responses[J], Electrochim. Acta 387 (2021), 138557.

A. Vibhute, T. Patil, R. Gambhir, A.P. Tiwari, Fluorescent carbon quantum dots: synthesis methods, functionalization and biomedical applications[J], Applied
Surface Science Advances 11 (2022), 100311.

X. Zhang, L. An, C. Bai, L. Chen, Y. Yu, Hexagonal boron nitride quantum dots: properties, preparation and applications[J], Mater. Today Chem. 20 (2021),
100425.

S.K. Kailasa, S. Ha, S.H. Baek, L.M.T. Phan, S. Kim, K. Kwak, et al., Tuning of carbon dots emission color for sensing of Fe3+ ion and bioimaging applications
[J], Mater. Sci. Eng. C 98 (2019) 834-842.

S.C. Ray, A. Saha, N.R. Jana, R. Sarkar, Fluorescent carbon nanoparticles: synthesis, characterization, and bioimaging application[J], J. Phys. Chem. C 113
(2009) 18546-18551.

L. Tian, D. Ghosh, W. Chen, S. Pradhan, X. Chang, S. Chen, Nanosized carbon particles from natural gas soot[J], Chem. Mater. 21 (2009) 2803-2809.

R. Liu, D. Wu, S. Liu, K. Koynov, W. Knoll, Q. Li, An aqueous route to multicolor photoluminescent carbon dots using silica spheres as carriers[J], Angew.
Chem. Int. Ed. 48 (2009) 4598-4601.

H. Zhu, X. Wang, Y. Li, Z. Wang, F. Yang, X. Yang, Microwave synthesis of fluorescent carbon nanoparticles with electrochemiluminescence properties[J],
Chem. Commun. (2009) 5118-5120.

C.R. Strauss, Microwave-assisted reactions in organic synthesis—are there any nonthermal microwave effects? Response to the highlight by N. Kuhnert[J],
Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 41 (2002) 3589-3591.

C. Shibata, T.K. Tomohiro Kashima, K.O. Kimihiro Ohuchi, Nonthermal influence of microwave power on chemical reactions, J], Japanese Journal of Applied
Physics 35 (1996) 316.

H. Wang, Q. Ma, Y. Wang, C. Wang, D. Qin, D. Shan, et al., Resonance energy transfer based electrochemiluminescence and fluorescence sensing of riboflavin
using graphitic carbon nitride quantum dots[J], Anal. Chim. Acta 973 (2017) 34-42.

S. Zhu, Y. Song, X. Zhao, J. Shao, J. Zhang, B. Yang, The photoluminescence mechanism in carbon dots (graphene quantum dots, carbon nanodots, and polymer
dots): current state and future perspective[J], Nano Res. 8 (2015) 355-381.

Y. Tu, S. Wang, X. Yuan, Y. Xiang, K. Qin, Y. Wei, et al., Facile hydrothermal synthesis of nitrogen, phosphorus-doped fluorescent carbon dots for live/dead
bacterial differentiation, cell imaging and two nitrophenols detection[J], Dyes Pigments 184 (2021), 108761.

N. Javed, D.M. O’Carroll, Long-term effects of impurities on the particle size and optical emission of carbon dots[J], Nanoscale Adv. 3 (2021) 182-189.

C. Zhu, Ca Liu, Y. Fu, J. Gao, H. Huang, Y. Liu, et al., Construction of CDs/CdS photocatalysts for stable and efficient hydrogen production in water and
seawater[J], Appl. Catal. B Environ. 242 (2019) 178-185.

P. Anilkumar, X. Wang, L. Cao, S. Sahu, J.-H. Liu, P. Wang, et al., Toward quantitatively fluorescent carbon-based “quantum” dots[J], Nanoscale 3 (2011)
2023-2027.

Y. Dong, R. Wang, G. Li, C. Chen, Y. Chi, G. Chen, Polyamine-functionalized carbon quantum dots as fluorescent probes for selective and sensitive detection of
copper ions[J], Anal. Chem. 84 (2012) 6220-6224.

Y. Li, Y. Zhao, H. Cheng, Y. Hu, G. Shi, L. Dai, et al., Nitrogen-doped graphene quantum dots with oxygen-rich functional groups[J], J. Am. Chem. Soc. 134
(2012) 15-18.

Y. Du, S. Guo, Chemically doped fluorescent carbon and graphene quantum dots for bioimaging, sensor, catalytic and photoelectronic applications[J],
Nanoscale 8 (2016) 2532-2543.

C. Barbosa, J. Corréa, G. Medeiros, G. Barreto, K. Magalhaes, A. Oliveira, et al., Carbon dots (C-dots) from cow manure with impressive subcellular selectivity
tuned by simple chemical modification[J], Chem. Eur J. 21 (2015).

C. Wang, H. Yang, F. Chen, L. Yue, Z. Wang, B. Xing, Nitrogen-doped carbon dots increased light conversion and electron supply to improve the corn
photosystem and yield[J], Environmental Science & Technology 55 (2021) 12317-12325.

Q. Xu, T. Kuang, Y. Liu, L. Cai, X. Peng, T. Sreenivasan Sreeprasad, et al., Heteroatom-doped carbon dots: synthesis, characterization, properties,
photoluminescence mechanism and biological applications[J], J. Mater. Chem. B 4 (2016) 7204-7219.

P. Lesani, A.H. Mohamad Hadi, Z. Lu, S. Palomba, E.J. New, H. Zreiqat, Design principles and biological applications of red-emissive two-photon carbon dots
[J]1, Communications Materials 2 (2021) 108.

D. Broadwater, M. Bates, M. Jayaram, M. Young, J. He, A.L. Raithel, et al., Modulating cellular cytotoxicity and phototoxicity of fluorescent organic salts
through counterion pairing[J], Sci. Rep. 9 (2019), 15288.

J. Kai, S. Sun, L. Zhang, Y. Lu, A. Wu, C. Cai, et al., Red, green, and blue luminescence by carbon dots: full-color emission tuning and multicolor cellular
imaging[J], Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 54 (2015).

18


http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref223
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref223
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref181
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref181
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref224
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref224
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref225
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref225
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref226
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref226
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref227
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref227
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref228
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref228
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref229
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref229
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref230
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref230
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref231
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref231
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref232
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref232
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref233
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref233
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref234
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref234
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref235
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref235
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref85
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref85
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref86
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref86
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref87
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref87
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref88
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref88
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref89
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref89
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref90
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref90
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref91
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref92
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref92
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref93
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref93
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref94
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref94
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref95
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref95
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref96
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref96
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref97
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref97
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref98
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref98
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref99
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref100
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref100
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref101
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref101
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref102
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref102
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref103
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref103
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref104
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref104
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref105
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref105
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref106
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref106
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref107
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref107
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref108
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref108
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref109
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref109
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref110
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref110

H. Bao et al. Heliyon 9 (2023) 20317

[116] C.Zhu, S. Yang, G. Wang, R. Mo, P. He, J. Sun, et al., Negative induction effect of graphite N on graphene quantum dots: tunable band gap photoluminescence
[J1, J. Mater. Chem. C 3 (2015) 8810-8816.

[117] A. Lee, S. Yun, E.S. Kang, J.W. Kim, J.H. Park, J.S. Choi, Effect of heteroatoms on the optical properties and enzymatic activity of N-doped carbon dots[J], RSC
Adv. 11 (2021) 18776-18782.

[118] S. Yun, E.S. Kang, J.S. Choi, Zn-assisted modification of the chemical structure of N-doped carbon dots and their enhanced quantum yield and photostability
[J]1, Nanoscale Adv. 4 (2022) 2029-2035.

[119] C.P. Deming, R. Mercado, J.E. Lu, V. Gadiraju, M. Khan, S. Chen, Oxygen electroreduction catalyzed by palladium nanoparticles supported on nitrogen-doped
graphene quantum dots: impacts of nitrogen dopants[J], ACS Sustain. Chem. Eng. 4 (2016) 6580-6589.

[120] K.G. Nguyen, I.A. Baragau, R. Gromicova, A. Nicolaev, S.A.J. Thomson, A. Rennie, et al., Investigating the effect of N-doping on carbon quantum dots structure,
optical properties and metal ion screening[J], Sci. Rep. 12 (2022), 13806.

[121] Q. Liu, B. Ren, K. Xie, Y. Yan, R. Liu, S. Lv, et al., Nitrogen-doped carbon dots for sensitive detection of ferric ions and monohydrogen phosphate by the naked
eye and imaging in living cells[J], Nanoscale Adv. 3 (2021) 805-811.

[122] Q. Miao, J. Qi, Y. Li, X. Fan, D. Deng, X. Yan, et al., Anchoring zinc-doped carbon dots on a paper-based chip for highly sensitive fluorescence detection of
copper ions[J], The Analyst 146 (2021) 6297-6305.

[123] X.-L. Guo, Z.-Y. Ding, S.-M. Deng, C.-C. Wen, X.-C. Shen, B.-P. Jiang, et al., A novel strategy of transition-metal doping to engineer absorption of carbon dots for
near-infrared photothermal/photodynamic therapies[J], Carbon 134 (2018) 519-530.

[124] H. Ding, S.-B. Yu, J.-S. Wei, H.-M. Xiong, Full-color light-emitting carbon dots with a surface-state-controlled luminescence mechanism[J], ACS Nano 10
(2016) 484-491.

[125] A. Pal, F. Arshad, M.P. Sk, Emergence of sulfur quantum dots: unfolding their synthesis, properties, and applications[J], Adv. Colloid Interface Sci. 285 (2020),
102274.

[126] S.Chandra, P. Patra, S.H. Pathan, S. Roy, S. Mitra, A. Layek, et al., Luminescent S-doped carbon dots: an emergent architecture for multimodal applications[J],
J. Mater. Chem. B 1 (2013) 2375-2382.

[127] H. Li, C. Sun, M. Al-Agele, F. Zhou, X. Zhang, D. MacFarlane, Sulfated carbon quantum dots as efficient visible-light switchable acid catalysts for room-
temperature ring-opening reactions[J], Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 54 (2015).

[128] H. Li, C. Sun, R. Vijayaraghavan, F. Zhou, X. Zhang, D.R. MacFarlane, Long lifetime photoluminescence in N, S co-doped carbon quantum dots from an ionic
liquid and their applications in ultrasensitive detection of pesticides[J], Carbon 104 (2016) 33-39.

[129] Y. Hu, J. Yang, J. Tian, L. Jia, J.-S. Yu, Waste frying oil as a precursor for one-step synthesis of sulfur-doped carbon dots with pH-sensitive photoluminescence
[J], Carbon 77 (2014) 775-782.

[130] Y. Dong, H. Pang, H.B. Yang, C.X. Guo, J. Shao, Y. Chi, et al., Carbon-based dots Co-doped with nitrogen and sulfur for high quantum yield and excitation-
independent emission[J], Angew. Chem. 52 (2013) 7800-7804.

[131] Z. Qian, X. Shan, L. Chai, J. Ma, J. Chen, H. Feng, Si-doped carbon quantum dots: a facile and general preparation strategy, bioimaging application, and
multifunctional sensor[J], ACS Appl. Mater. Interfaces 6 (2014) 6797-6805.

[132] X. Qin, W. Lu, A.M. Asiri, A.O. Al-Youbi, X. Sun, Microwave-assisted rapid green synthesis of photoluminescent carbon nanodots from flour and their
applications for sensitive and selective detection of mercury(Il) ions[J], Sensor. Actuator. B Chem. 184 (2013) 156-162.

[133] K. Wang, J. Dong, L. Sun, H. Chen, Y. Wang, C. Wang, et al., Effects of elemental doping on the photoluminescence properties of graphene quantum dots[J],
RSC Adv. 6 (2016) 91225-91232.

[134] J. Zhao, L. Tang, J. Xiang, R. Ji, Y. Hu, J. Yuan, et al., Fabrication and properties of a high-performance chlorine doped graphene quantum dot based
photovoltaic detector[J], RSC Adv. 5 (2015) 29222-29229.

[135] P. Gong, J. Wang, K. Hou, Z. Yang, Z. Wang, Z. Liu, et al., Small but strong: the influence of fluorine atoms on formation and performance of graphene quantum
dots using a gradient F-sacrifice strategy, [J], Carbon 112 (2017) 63-71.

[136] S. Yang, J. Sun, X. Li, W. Zhou, Z. Wang, P. He, et al., Large-scale fabrication of heavy doped carbon quantum dots with tunable-photoluminescence and
sensitive fluorescence detection[J], J. Mater. Chem. A 2 (2014) 8660-8667.

[137] S. Yang, J. Sun, P. He, X. Deng, Z. Wang, C. Hu, et al., Selenium doped graphene quantum dots as an ultrasensitive redox fluorescent switch[J], Chem. Mater.
27 (2015) 2004-2011.

[138] F. Li, T. Li, C. Sun, J. Xia, Y. Jiao, H. Xu, Selenium-doped carbon quantum dots (Se-CQDs) for free radical scavenging[J], Angew. Chem. 56 (2017).

[139] F. Li, T. Li, C. Sun, J. Xia, Y. Jiao, H. Xu, Selenium-doped carbon quantum dots for free-radical scavenging[J], Angew. Chem. 56 (2017) 9910-9914.

[140] D. Qu, X. Miao, X. Wang, C. Nie, Y. Li, L. Luo, et al., Se & N co-doped carbon dots for high-performance fluorescence imaging agent of angiography[J], J. Mater.
Chem. B 5 (2017) 4988-4992.

[141] S. Chandra, S.H. Pathan, S. Mitra, B.H. Modha, A. Goswami, P. Pramanik, Tuning of photoluminescence on different surface functionalized carbon quantum
dots[J], RSC Adv. 2 (2012) 3602-3606.

[142] L. Wang, F. Ruan, T. Lv, Y. Liu, D. Deng, S. Zhao, et al., One step synthesis of Al/N co-doped carbon nanoparticles with enhanced photoluminescence[J],
J. Lumin. 158 (2015) 1-5.

[143] Y. Wang, Y. Zhang, M. Jia, H. Meng, H. Li, Y. Guan, et al., Functionalization of carbonaceous nanodots from MnlI-coordinating functional knots[J], Chem.-Eur.
J. 21 (2015) 14843-14850.

[144] H. Zhang, Y. Wang, S. Xiao, H. Wang, J. Wang, L. Feng, Rapid detection of Cr(VI) ions based on cobalt(II)-doped carbon dots, J], Biosensors and Bioelectronics
87 (2017) 46-52.

[145] F.Li, C.Liu, J. Yang, Z. Wang, W. Liu, F. Tian, Mg/N double doping strategy to fabricate extremely high luminescent carbon dots for bioimaging[J], RSC Adv. 4
(2014) 3201-3205.

[146] W. Wu, L. Zhan, W. Fan, J. Song, X. Li, Z. Li, et al., Cu-N dopants boost electron transfer and photooxidation reactions of carbon dots[J], Angew. Chem. Int. Ed.
54 (2015) 6540-6544.

[147] C. Zhu, S. Yang, J. Sun, P. He, N. Yuan, J. Ding, et al., Deep ultraviolet emission photoluminescence and high luminescece efficiency of ferric passivated
graphene quantum dots: strong negative inductive effect of Fe[J], Synth. Met. 209 (2015) 468-472.

[148] X.Li, S.Zhao, B. Li, K. Yang, M. Lan, L. Zeng, Advances and perspectives in carbon dot-based fluorescent probes: mechanism, and application[J], Coord. Chem.
Rev. 431 (2021), 213686.

[149] Q. Wang, X. Qi, H. Chen, J. Li, M. Yang, J. Liu, et al., Fluorescence determination of chloramphenicol in milk powder using carbon dot decorated silver metal-
organic frameworks[J], Mikrochim. Acta 189 (2022) 272.

[150] K. Phukan, R.R. Sarma, S. Dash, R. Devi, D. Chowdhury, Carbon dot based nucleus targeted fluorescence imaging and detection of nuclear hydrogen peroxide
in living cells[J], Nanoscale Adv. 4 (2021) 138-149.

[151] L. Bao, C. Liu, Z.-L. Zhang, D.-W. Pang, Photoluminescence-tunable carbon nanodots: surface-state energy-gap tuning, [J], Advanced Materials 27 (2015)
1663-1667.

[152] X. Miao, D. Qu, D. Yang, B. Nie, Y. Zhao, H. Fan, et al., Synthesis of carbon dots with multiple color emission by controlled graphitization and surface
functionalization[J], Adv. Mater. 30 (2018), 1704740.

[153] J. Peng, W. Gao, B.K. Gupta, Z. Liu, R. Romero-Aburto, L. Ge, et al., Graphene quantum dots derived from carbon fibers[J], Nano Lett. 12 (2012) 844-849.

[154] N.M. Hoang, N.T.B. Ngoc, L.T.P. Thao, N.-A. Tran, D.T.M. Hanh, P.T.L. Huong, et al., Experimental synthesis of dual-emission carbon dots: the role of reaction
temperature[J], Inorg. Chem. Commun. 148 (2023), 110301.

[155] M.A. Sk, A. Ananthanarayanan, L. Huang, K.H. Lim, P. Chen, Revealing the tunable photoluminescence properties of graphene quantum dots[J], J. Mater.
Chem. C 2 (2014) 6954-6960.

[156] W. Kwon, Y.-H. Kim, C.-L. Lee, M. Lee, H.C. Choi, T.-W. Lee, et al., Electroluminescence from graphene quantum dots prepared by amidative cutting of tattered
graphite[J], Nano Lett. 14 (2014) 1306-1311.

19


http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref111
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref111
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref112
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref112
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref113
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref113
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref114
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref114
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref115
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref115
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref116
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref116
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref117
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref117
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref118
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref118
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref119
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref119
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref120
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref120
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref121
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref121
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref122
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref122
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref123
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref123
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref124
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref124
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref125
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref125
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref126
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref126
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref127
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref127
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref128
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref128
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref129
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref129
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref130
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref130
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref131
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref131
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref132
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref132
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref133
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref134
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref135
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref135
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref136
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref136
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref137
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref137
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref138
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref138
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref139
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref139
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref140
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref140
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref141
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref141
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref142
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref142
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref143
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref143
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref39
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref39
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref144
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref144
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref145
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref145
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref146
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref146
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref147
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref148
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref148
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref149
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref149
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref150
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref150

H. Bao et al. Heliyon 9 (2023) 20317

[157] Y. Liu, T. Zhang, R. Wang, H. Cui, H. Song, A facile and universal strategy for preparation of long wavelength emission carbon dots[J], Dalton Trans. 46 (2017)
16905-16910.

[158] C.Y. Liang, J. Pan, A.M. Bai, Y.J. Hu, Insights into the interaction of human serum albumin and carbon dots: hydrothermal synthesis and biophysical study[J],
Int. J. Biol. Macromol. 149 (2020) 1118-1129.

[159] S. Wang, W. Sun, D.S. Yang, F. Yang, Soybean-derived blue photoluminescent carbon dots[J], Beilstein J. Nanotechnol. 11 (2020) 606-619.

[160] Y. Zhang, R. Yuan, M. He, G. Hu, J. Jiang, T. Xu, et al., Multicolour nitrogen-doped carbon dots: tunable photoluminescence and sandwich fluorescent glass-
based light-emitting diodes[J], Nanoscale 9 (2017) 17849-17858.

[161] M.J. Krysmann, A. Kelarakis, P. Dallas, E.P. Giannelis, Formation mechanism of carbogenic nanoparticles with dual photoluminescence emission[J], J. Am.
Chem. Soc. 134 (2012) 747-750.

[162] F. Yan, Z. Sun, H. Zhang, X. Sun, Y. Jiang, Z. Bai, The fluorescence mechanism of carbon dots, and methods for tuning their emission color: a review[J],
Microchim. Acta 186 (2019) 583.

[163] Q. Meng, L. Wang, J. Zhang, Y. Song, H. Jin, K. Zhang, et al., Highly photoluminescent carbon dots for multicolor patterning, sensors, and bioimaging[J],
Angew. Chem. 52 (2013).

[164] H.A. Nguyen, I. Srivastava, D. Pan, M. Gruebele, Unraveling the fluorescence mechanism of carbon dots with sub-single-particle resolution[J], ACS Nano 14
(2020) 6127-6137.

[165] Y.Kim, Y. Park, S. Han, W. Park, M. Kim, K. Kim, et al., Radiative and non-radiative decay pathways in carbon nanodots toward bioimaging and photodynamic
therapy[J], Nanomaterials 12 (2021).

[166] S.S. Hsiao, P.H. Wang, N.T. Nguyen, T.T. Le, C.K. Chen, S.S. Chen, et al., Aqueous oxytetracycline and norfloxacin sonocatalytic degradation in the presence of
peroxydisulfate with multilayer sheet-like zinc oxide[J], Journal of nanoscience and nanotechnology 21 (2021) 1653-1658.

[167] L. Yu, C.T. Hsieh, D.J. Keffer, H. Chen, G.A. Goenaga, S. Dai, et al., Hierarchical lignin-based carbon matrix and carbon dot composite electrodes for high-
performance supercapacitors[J], ACS Omega 6 (2021) 7851-7861.

[168] F. Noun, E.A. Jury, R. Naccache, Elucidating the quenching mechanism in carbon dot-metal interactions-designing sensitive and selective optical probes[J],
Sensors 21 (2021).

[169] L. Yang, C. Cui, L. Wang, J. Lei, J. Zhang, Dual-Shell fluorescent nanoparticles for self-monitoring of pH-responsive molecule-releasing in a visualized way[J],
ACS applied materials & interfaces 8 (2016) 19084-19091.

[170] A. Saha, L. Bhattacharjee, R.R. Bhattacharjee, 3 - synthesis of carbon quantum dots, in: S.K. Batabyal, B. Pradhan, K. Mohanta, R.R. Bhattacharjee, A. Banerjee
(Eds.), Carbon Quantum Dots for Sustainable Energy and Optoelectronics, Woodhead Publishing, 2023, pp. 39-54.

[171] K. Vikrant, D.H. Lim, S.A. Younis, K.H. Kim, An efficient strategy for the enhancement of adsorptivity of microporous carbons against gaseous formaldehyde:
surface modification with aminosilane adducts[J], The Science of the total environment 743 (2020), 140761.

[172] Y.-K. Peng, C.-W. Lai, C.-L. Liu, H.-C. Chen, Y.-H. Hsiao, W.-L. Liu, et al., A new and facile method to prepare uniform hollow MnO/functionalized mSiO2 core/
shell nanocomposites[J], ACS Nano 5 (2011) 4177-4187.

[173] Z. Tian, X. Zhang, D. Li, D. Zhou, P. Jing, D. Shen, et al., Full-color inorganic carbon dot phosphors for white-light-emitting diodes[J], Adv. Opt. Mater. (2017),
1700416.

[174] A. Anand, B. Unnikrishnan, S.C. Wei, C.P. Chou, L.Z. Zhang, C.C. Huang, Graphene oxide and carbon dots as broad-spectrum antimicrobial agents - a
minireview[J], Nanoscale horizons 4 (2019) 117-137.

[175] H. Nie, M. Li, Q. Li, S. Liang, Y. Tan, L. Sheng, et al., Carbon dots with continuously tunable full-color emission and their application in ratiometric pH sensing
[J], Chem. Mater. 26 (2014) 3104-3112.

[176] Y.Wang, L. Lu, H. Peng, J. Xu, F. Wang, R. Qi, et al., Multi-doped carbon dots with ratiometric pH sensing properties for monitoring enzyme catalytic reactions
[J1, Chem. Commun. 52 (2016) 9247-9250.

[177] Q. Zhang, R. Wang, B. Feng, X. Zhong, K.K. Ostrikov, Photoluminescence mechanism of carbon dots: triggering high-color-purity red fluorescence emission
through edge amino protonation[J], Nat. Commun. 12 (2021) 6856.

[178] S. Kundu, R.M. Yadav, T.N. Narayanan, M.V. Shelke, R. Vajtai, P.M. Ajayan, et al., Synthesis of N, F and S co-doped graphene quantum dots[J], Nanoscale 7
(2015) 11515-11519.

[179] M. Saleh Mohammadnia, H. Roghani-Mamaqani, H. Mardani, A. Rezvani-Moghaddam, S. Hemmati, M. Salami-Kalajahi, Fluorescent cellulosic composites
based on carbon dots: recent advances, developments, and applications[J], Carbohydrate polymers 294 (2022), 119768.

[180] U.A.Rani, L.Y. Ng, C.Y. Ng, E. Mahmoudi, A review of carbon quantum dots and their applications in wastewater treatment[J], Adv. Colloid Interface Sci. 278
(2020), 102124.

[181] A. Sharma, J. Das, Small molecules derived carbon dots: synthesis and applications in sensing, catalysis, imaging, and biomedicine[J], J. Nanobiotechnol. 17
(2019) 92.

[182] P-p Zhu, Z. Cheng, L-1 Du, Q. Chen, K-j Tan, Synthesis of the Cu-doped dual-emission fluorescent carbon dots and its analytical application[J], Langmuir 34
(2018) 9982-9989.

[183] F. Yan, Z. Bai, Y. Chen, F. Zu, X. Li, J. Xu, et al., Ratiometric fluorescent detection of copper ions using coumarin-functionalized carbon dots based on FRET[J],
Sensor. Actuator. B Chem. 275 (2018) 86-94.

[184] Y.-S. He, C.-G. Pan, H.-X. Cao, M.-Z. Yue, L. Wang, G.-X. Liang, Highly sensitive and selective dual-emission ratiometric fluorescence detection of dopamine
based on carbon dots-gold nanoclusters hybrid[J], Sensor. Actuator. B Chem. 265 (2018) 371-377.

[185] Q. Wang, H. Pang, Y. Dong, Y. Chi, F. Fu, Colorimetric determination of glutathione by using a nanohybrid composed of manganese dioxide and carbon dots
[J]1, Microchim. Acta 185 (2018) 291.

[186] S. Huang, E. Yang, Y. Liu, J. Yao, W. Su, Q. Xiao, Low-temperature rapid synthesis of nitrogen and phosphorus dual-doped carbon dots for multicolor cellular
imaging and hemoglobin probing in human blood[J], Sensor. Actuator. B Chem. 265 (2018) 326-334.

[187] G. Ge, L. Li, D. Wang, M. Chen, Z. Zeng, W. Xiong, et al., Carbon dots: synthesis, properties and biomedical applications[J], J. Mater. Chem. B 9 (2021)
6553-6575.

[188] Y. Choi, Y. Choi, O.H. Kwon, B.S. Kim, Carbon dots: bottom-up syntheses, properties, and light-harvesting applications[J], chemistry, an Asian journal 13
(2018) 586-598.

[189] H. Li, X. Yan, S. Qiao, G. Lu, X. Su, Yellow-Emissive carbon dot-based optical sensing platforms: cell imaging and analytical applications for biocatalytic
reactions[J], ACS Appl. Mater. Interfaces 10 (2018) 7737-7744.

[190] X. Gong, Q. Zhang, Y. Gao, S. Shuang, M.M.F. Choi, C. Dong, Phosphorus and nitrogen dual-doped hollow carbon dot as a nanocarrier for doxorubicin delivery
and biological imaging[J], ACS Appl. Mater. Interfaces 8 (2016) 11288-11297.

[191] L. Pordevi¢, F. Arcudi, M. Cacioppo, M. Prato, A multifunctional chemical toolbox to engineer carbon dots for biomedical and energy applications[J], Nat.
Nanotechnol. 17 (2022) 112-130.

[192] H. Chen, Y. Qiu, D. Ding, H. Lin, W. Sun, G.D. Wang, et al., Gadolinium-encapsulated graphene carbon nanotheranostics for imaging-guided photodynamic
therapy[J], Adv Mater (2018), e1802748.

[193] J. Zhang, Y. Yuan, M. Gao, Z. Han, C. Chu, Y. Li, et al., Carbon dots as a new class of diamagnetic chemical exchange saturation transfer (diaCEST) MRI contrast
agents[J], Angew Chem. Int. Ed. Engl. 58 (2019) 9871-9875.

[194] X. Geng, Y. Sun, Z. Li, R. Yang, Y. Zhao, Y. Guo, et al., Retrosynthesis of tunable fluorescent carbon dots for precise long-term mitochondrial tracking[J], Small
15 (2019), €1901517.

[195] D. Zheng, A. Li, M. Zhang, X. Wang, B. Wu, P. Zhao, et al., An excitation-dependent ratiometric dual-emission strategy for the large-scale enhancement of
fluorescent tint control[J], Nanoscale 12 (2020) 12773-12778.

[196] M. Han, S. Zhu, S. Lu, Y. Song, T. Feng, S. Tao, et al., Recent progress on the photocatalysis of carbon dots: classification, mechanism and applications[J], Nano
Today 19 (2018) 201-218.

20


http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref151
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref151
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref152
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref152
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref153
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref154
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref154
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref155
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref155
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref156
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref156
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref157
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref157
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref158
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref158
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref159
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref159
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref160
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref160
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref161
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref161
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref162
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref162
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref163
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref163
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref164
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref164
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref165
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref165
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref166
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref166
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref167
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref167
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref168
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref168
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref169
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref169
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref170
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref170
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref171
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref171
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref172
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref172
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref173
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref173
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref174
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref174
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref175
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref175
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref176
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref176
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref177
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref177
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref178
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref178
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref179
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref179
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref180
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref180
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref182
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref182
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref183
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref183
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref184
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref184
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref185
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref185
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref187
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref187
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref188
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref188
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref189
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref189
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref190
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref190
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref191
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref191
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref192
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref192

H. Bao et al. Heliyon 9 (2023) 20317

[197]
[198]
[199]
[200]
[201]
[202]
[203]
[204]

[205]
[206]

[207]
[208]
[209]
[210]
[211]
[212]
[213]

[214]
[215]

[216]
[217]
[218]
[219]
[220]

[221]

[222]
[223]
[224]
[225]

[226]

[227]
[228]
[229]
[230]
[231]
[232]
[233]
[234]
[235]

[236]

Y. Huang, Y. Liang, Y. Rao, D. Zhu, J-j Cao, Z. Shen, et al., Environment-friendly carbon quantum dots/ZnFe204 photocatalysts: characterization,
biocompatibility, and mechanisms for NO removal[J], Environmental Science & Technology 51 (2017) 2924-2933.

B.Y. Yu, S.-Y. Kwak, Carbon quantum dots embedded with mesoporous hematite nanospheres as efficient visible light-active photocatalysts[J], J. Mater. Chem.
22 (2012) 8345-8353.

Y. Guo, L. Zhang, X. Liu, B. Li, D. Tang, W. Liu, et al., Synthesis of magnetic core-shell carbon dot@MFe204 (M = Mn, Zn and Cu) hybrid materials and their
catalytic properties[J], J. Mater. Chem. A 4 (2016) 4044-4055.

L. Tian, Z. Li, P. Wang, X.H. Zhai, X. Wang, T.X. Li, Carbon quantum dots for advanced electrocatalysis[J], J. Energy Chem. 55 (2021) 279-294.

D.M. Cheek, K. Naxerova, Mapping the long road to cancer[J], Cell 185 (2022) 939-940.

C.M. Cattaneo, K.K. Dijkstra, L.F. Fanchi, S. Kelderman, S. Kaing, N. van Rooij, et al., Tumor organoid-T-cell coculture systems[J], Nat. Protoc. 15 (2020)
15-39.

L. Gong, Y. Zhang, C. Liu, M. Zhang, S. Han, Application of radiosensitizers in cancer radiotherapy[J], International journal of nanomedicine 16 (2021)
1083-1102.

J. Li, X. Li, L. Zeng, S. Fan, M. Zhang, W. Sun, et al., Functionalized nitrogen-doped carbon dot-modified yolk-shell ZnFe(2)O(4) nanospheres with highly
efficient light harvesting and superior catalytic activity[J], Nanoscale 11 (2019) 3877-3887.

K. Tadyszak, A. Musial, A. Ostrowski, J.K. Wychowaniec, Unraveling origins of EPR spectrum in graphene oxide quantum dots[J], Nanomaterials 10 (2020).
Q. Li, S. Zhang, W. Xia, X. Jiang, Z. Huang, X. Wu, et al., Surface design of g-C(3)N(4) quantum dot-decorated TiO(2)(001) to enhance the photodegradation of
indoor formaldehyde by experimental and theoretical investigation[J], Ecotoxicology and environmental safety 234 (2022), 113411.

L. Chen, W. Hong, S. Duan, Y. Li, J. Wang, J. Zhu, Graphene quantum dots mediated magnetic chitosan drug delivery nanosystems for targeting synergistic
photothermal-chemotherapy of hepatocellular carcinomal[J], Cancer Biol. Ther. 23 (2022) 281-293.

S. Tiirk, I. Altinsoy, G. Efe, M. Ipek, M. Ozacar, C. Bindal, A novel multifunctional NCQDs-based injectable self-crosslinking and in situ forming hydrogel as an
innovative stimuli responsive smart drug delivery system for cancer therapy[J], Mater. Sci. Eng., C 121 (2021), 111829.

J. Gao, J. Huang, R. Shi, J. Wei, X. Lei, Y. Dou, et al., Loading and releasing behavior of selenium and doxorubicin hydrochloride in hydroxyapatite with
different morphologies[J], ACS Omega 6 (2021) 8365-8375.

H. He, S. Meng, H. Li, Q. Yang, Z. Xu, X. Chen, et al., Nanoplatform based on GSH-responsive mesoporous silica nanoparticles for cancer therapy and
mitochondrial targeted imaging[J], Mikrochim. Acta 188 (2021) 154.

D. Han, Y. Wang, Y. Wang, X. Dai, T. Zhou, J. Chen, et al., The tumor-suppressive human circular RNA CircITCH sponges miR-330-5p to ameliorate
doxorubicin-induced cardiotoxicity through upregulating SIRT6, survivin, and SERCA2a[J], Circ. Res. 127 (2020) e108-e125.

M. Gyongyosi, D. Lukovic, K. Zlabinger, A. Spannbauer, A. Gugerell, N. Pavo, et al., Liposomal doxorubicin attenuates cardiotoxicity via induction of
interferon-related DNA damage resistance[J], Cardiovasc. Res. 116 (2020) 970-982.

Y. Liu, P. Bhattarai, Z. Dai, X. Chen, Photothermal therapy and photoacoustic imaging via nanotheranostics in fighting cancer[J], Chem. Soc. Rev. 48 (2019)
2053-2108.

T. Shang, X. Yu, S. Han, B. Yang, Nanomedicine-based tumor photothermal therapy synergized immunotherapy[J], Biomater. Sci. 8 (2020) 5241-5259.

X. Zheng, Y. Wen, J. Zhong, A.Z. Chen, Upconversion luminescence via anion exchange in perovskite quantum dots for anticounterfeiting inkjet printing[J],
ACS Omega 7 (2022) 40596-40602.

J. Liu, C. Yu, L. Han, Y. Shen, Y. Fang, Y. Xia, et al., Upconversion luminescence-based aptasensor for the detection of thyroid-stimulating hormone in serum
[J1, Mikrochim. Acta 189 (2022) 179.

S. Sun, Q. Chen, Z. Tang, C. Liu, Z. Li, A. Wu, et al., Tumor microenvironment stimuli-responsive fluorescence imaging and synergistic cancer therapy by
carbon-dot-Cu(2+) nanoassemblies[J], Angew Chem. Int. Ed. Engl. 59 (2020) 21041-21048.

D. Qu, Y. Qin, Y. Liu, T. Liu, C. Liu, T. Han, et al., Fever-inducible lipid nanocomposite for boosting cancer therapy through synergistic engineering of a tumor
microenvironment[J], ACS Appl. Mater. Interfaces 12 (2020) 32301-32311.

L. Hou, D. Chen, R. Wang, R. Wang, H. Zhang, Z. Zhang, et al., Transformable honeycomb-like nanoassemblies of carbon dots for regulated multisite delivery
and enhanced antitumor chemoimmunotherapy[J], Angew Chem. Int. Ed. Engl. 60 (2021) 6581-6592.

Y. Yang, B. Wang, X. Zhang, H. Li, S. Yue, Y. Zhang, et al., Activatable graphene quantum-dot-based nanotransformers for long-period tumor imaging and
repeated photodynamic therapy[J], Adv. Mater. 35 (2023), 2211337.

M.T. Maung, A. Carlson, M. Olea-Flores, L. Elkhadragy, K.M. Schachtschneider, N. Navarro-Tito, et al., The molecular and cellular basis of copper
dysregulation and its relationship with human pathologies[J], Faseb. J. : official publication of the Federation of American Societies for Experimental Biology
35 (2021), €21810.

J.C. Ge, Q.Y. Jia, W.M. Liu, L. Guo, Q.Y. Liu, M.H. Lan, et al., Red-Emissive carbon dots for fluorescent, photoacoustic, and thermal theranostics in living mice
[J1, Adv Mater 27 (2015) 4169-4177.

Y. Zhang, B. Tang, Y. Xin, Q. Wu, L. Liu, Y. Wang, et al., Nanobubbles loaded with carbon quantum dots for ultrasonic fluorescence dual detection[J],

J. Zhejiang Univ. - Sci. B 23 (2022) 778-783.

H. El-Brolsy, N.A.N. Hanafy, M.A. El-Kemary, Fighting non-small lung cancer cells using optimal functionalization of targeted carbon quantum dots derived
from natural sources might provide potential therapeutic and cancer bio image strategies[J], Int. J. Mol. Sci. 23 (2022).

H. Jin, R. Gui, J. Sun, Y. Wang, Ratiometric two-photon excited photoluminescence of quantum dots triggered by near-infrared-light for real-time detection of
nitric oxide release in situ[J], Anal. Chim. Acta 922 (2016) 48-54.

C.P. Phenix, M. Togtema, S. Pichardo, I. Zehbe, L. Curiel, High intensity focused ultrasound technology, its scope and applications in therapy and drug delivery
[J1, J. Pharm. Pharmaceut. Sci. : a publication of the Canadian Society for Pharmaceutical Sciences, Societe canadienne des sciences pharmaceutiques 17
(2014) 136-153.

J.R. Aguilar Cosme, H.E. Bryant, F. Claeyssens, Carbon dot-protoporphyrin IX conjugates for improved drug delivery and bioimaging[J], PLoS One 14 (2019),
e0220210.

P. Devi, A. Thakur, S.K. Bhardwaj, S. Saini, P. Rajput, P. Kumar, Metal ion sensing and light activated antimicrobial activity of aloe-vera derived carbon dots
[J1, J Mater Sci-Mater El 29 (2018) 17254-17261.

S.A. Mathew, P. Praveena, S. Dhanavel, R. Manikandan, S. Senthilkumar, A. Stephen, Luminescent chitosan/carbon dots as an effective nano-drug carrier for
neurodegenerative diseases[J], RSC Adv. 10 (2020) 24386-24396.

Z. Wang, L. Liu, W. Bu, M. Zheng, N. Jin, K. Zhang, et al., Carbon dots induce epithelial-mesenchymal transition for promoting cutaneous wound healing via
activation of TGF-B/p38/snail pathway[J], Adv. Funct. Mater. 30 (2020), 2004886.

X. Ji, H. Lv, X. Sun, C. Ding, Green-emitting carbon dot loaded silica nanoparticles coated with DNA-cross-linked hydrogels for sensitive carcinoembryonic
antigen detection and effective targeted cancer therapy[J], Chem. Commun. 55 (2019) 15101-15104.

W. Su, R. Guo, F. Yuan, Y. Li, X. Li, Y. Zhang, et al., Red-Emissive carbon quantum dots for nuclear drug delivery in cancer stem cells[J], J. Phys. Chem. Lett. 11
(2020) 1357-1363.

M. Lei, J. Zheng, Y. Yang, L. Yan, X. Liu, B. Xu, Carbon dots-based delayed fluorescent materials: mechanism, structural regulation and application, J], iScience
25 (2022), 104884.

B. Han, X. Hu, X. Zhang, X. Huang, M. An, X. Chen, et al., The fluorescence mechanism of carbon dots based on the separation and identification of small
molecular fluorophores[J], RSC advances 12 (2022) 11640-11648.

J.S. McCune, R. Nakamura, D. O’Meally, T.W. Randolph, B.M. Sandmaier, A. Karolak, et al., Pharmacometabonomic association of cyclophosphamide 4-hy-
droxylation in hematopoietic cell transplant recipients, J], Clinical and translational science 15 (2022) 1215-1224.

N.X. Ca, V.T. Lien, N.X. Nghia, T.T. Chi, T.L. Phan, Tunable luminescent emission characterization of type-I and type-II systems in CdS-ZnSe core-shell
nanoparticles: Raman and photoluminescence study[J], Nanotechnology 26 (2015), 445701.

21


http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref193
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref193
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref194
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref194
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref195
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref195
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref196
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref197
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref198
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref198
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref199
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref199
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref200
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref200
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref201
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref202
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref202
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref203
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref203
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref204
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref204
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref205
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref205
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref206
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref206
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref207
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref207
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref208
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref208
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref209
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref209
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref210
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref211
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref211
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref212
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref212
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref213
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref213
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref214
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref214
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref220
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref220
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref221
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref221
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref215
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref215
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref215
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref216
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref216
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref217
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref217
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref218
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref218
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref219
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref219
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref236
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref236
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref236
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref237
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref237
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref238
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref238
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref239
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref239
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref240
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref240
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref241
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref241
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref242
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref242
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref243
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref243
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref244
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref244
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref245
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref245
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref246
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref246

H. Bao et al. Heliyon 9 (2023) 20317

[237] Y. Qin, J. Wen, L. Zheng, H. Yan, L. Jiao, X. Wang, et al., Single-atom-based heterojunction coupling with ion-exchange reaction for sensitive
photoelectrochemical immunoassay[J], Nano Lett. 21 (2021) 1879-1887.

[238] T. Bhattacharya, G.H. Shin, J.T. Kim, Carbon dots: opportunities and challenges in cancer therapy[J], Pharmaceutics 15 (2023).

[239] J. Yao, F. Chen, J. Li, J. Du, D. Wu, Y. Tian, et al., Mixed-dimensional Te/CdS van der Waals heterojunction for self-powered broadband photodetector[J],
Nanotechnology 32 (2021).

[240] C.Kang, M.F. Prodanov, Y. Gao, K. Mallem, Z. Yuan, V.V. Vashchenko, et al., Quantum-rod on-chip LEDs for display backlights with efficacy of 149 Im W(-1) : a
step toward 200 Im W(-1)[J], Advanced materials (Deerfield Beach, Fla) 33 (2021), e2104685.

[241] Y. Zhang, W. Zhou, J. Wang, L. Jia, L. Liu, X. Tan, et al., Hydrated electrons mediated in-situ construction of cubic phase CdS/Cd thin layer on a millimeter-
scale support for photocatalytic hydrogen evolution[J], J. Colloid Interface Sci. 607 (2022) 769-781.

[242] D.S. Cao, G.H. Zhou, S. Liu, L.X. Zhang, Q.S. Xu, M. He, et al., Large-scale prediction of human kinase-inhibitor interactions using protein sequences and
molecular topological structures[J], Anal. Chim. Acta 792 (2013) 10-18.

[243] Z. Shekarbeygi, N. Farhadian, M. Ansari, M. Shahlaei, S. Moradi, An innovative green sensing strategy based on Cu-doped Tragacanth/Chitosan nano carbon
dots for Isoniazid detection[J], Spectrochimica acta Part A, Molecular and biomolecular spectroscopy 228 (2020), 117848.

[244] W. Shang, X. Xia, N. Lu, P. Gao, L. Peng, Y. Liu, et al., Colourful fluorescence-based carbon dots for tumour imaging-guided nanosurgery[J], Nanomed.
Nanotechnol. Biol. Med. 45 (2022), 102583.

[245] S. Pandey, D. Bodas, High-quality quantum dots for multiplexed bioimaging: a critical review[J], Adv. Colloid Interface Sci. 278 (2020), 102137.

[246] F. Wang, P. Ding, X. Liang, X. Ding, C.B. Brandt, E. Sjostedst, et al., Endothelial cell heterogeneity and microglia regulons revealed by a pig cell landscape at
single-cell level[J], Nat. Commun. 13 (2022) 3620.

[247] M. Wlodek, M. Kolasinska-Sojka, M. Szuwarzynski, S. Kereiche, L. Kovacik, L. Zhou, et al., Supported lipid bilayers with encapsulated quantum dots (QDs) via
liposome fusion: effect of QD size on bilayer formation and structure[J], Nanoscale 10 (2018) 17965-17974.

22


http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref247
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref247
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref248
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref249
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref249
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref250
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref250
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref251
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref251
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref252
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref252
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref253
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref253
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref254
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref254
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref255
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref256
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref256
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref257
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2405-8440(23)07525-4/sref257

	Luminescence of carbon quantum dots and their application in biochemistry
	1 Introduction
	1.1 Fluorescence technology
	1.1.1 Fluorescence principle
	1.1.2 Fluorescence intensity and lifetime
	1.1.3 Fluorescence applications

	1.2 Synthesis methods
	1.3 Elemental doped CDs
	1.3.1 N-doped CDs
	1.3.2 Non-metallic elements doped with CDs
	1.3.3 CDs associated with metal elements

	1.4 Luminescence mechanism and influencing factors
	1.4.1 Crystallization of carbon nuclei and quantum size effects
	1.4.1.1 Quantum size effects
	1.4.1.2 Precursor ratio
	1.4.1.3 Effect of reaction temperature on carbon nucleus luminescence

	1.4.2 Surface state and surface modification
	1.4.2.1 Surface passivation treatment
	1.4.2.2 Reaction solvent action
	1.4.2.3 Atomic doping


	1.5 Applications of CDs in biological and chemical fields
	1.5.1 Ion and molecular detection
	1.5.2 Biological imaging
	1.5.3 Catalytic activity
	1.5.4 Antitumor effects
	1.5.5 Drug delivery


	2 Summary and outlook
	Author contribution statement
	Data availability statement
	Declaration of competing interest
	References


