REPORT OX CHOLERA IN THE HOSHUNGABAD
DISTRICT DURING 1871-1872.

Bv Surgeon P- Cullen', Civil Surgeon, Jloshungabad.

(Continued from page 176.)

At Hosliungabad precautions were early taken. A cholera hut

was erected, with arrangements fOF segregating all cholera cases.
The annual fair which takes place in February was prohibited, and,
as far as was possible, the health of all arrivals was ascertained.
The yater-supply at this town 1is at all times maj_nly from the
Nerbudda river; the wells being few, and of such depth as to
make drawing water from them a matter of lghor, but now it
became pecessary tO conserve the stream properly ; and this was
done py a cordon of chuprassees along its bank for the whole Jength
of the cantonment and native town. Certain of the upper ghats
were fixed on for taking the drinking water from, and all bath-
ing, washing, or watering ©of cattle, was strictly prohibited
above the drinking ghats; and any ©ne caught iP any way
defiling the stream, was punished by the magistrate. By these
means s fairly pure Water was secured, and several wells in the
town that needed it were cleaned out and repaired, and a great
deal of additional care and gypervision was given t° conservancy.
These peasures, though entailing some 1nconvenience on the
inhabitants, were cordially adopted, and approved ©of by the more
intelligent amongst them, and the satisfaction has been that not
a single resident ha3 suffered . and that although the disease was
actually brought into the city from yithout, yet it did not
spread.

With the exception of the cases brought by rail to ilurda>
the district was free from the disease from the middle of Feb-
ruary On the 4th of June,
introduced to the yillage ©f Dipgaon, lying about
on that date a traveller arrived at the

until the heginning of June. it was
13 miles
to the south of Ilurda.
village, whence was not properly ascertained, but most probably
from Khundwah,

suffering from
recovered.

where the disease was prevalent. lie was

cholera, and remained here eight days,
On the 6th of June, that ig, two days after his arri-
val, = carpenter from the village of Serali, who daily worked
close to where the sick traveller lay, was gttacked; he went pway
to his own village, and died the following day. On the 9th of
June a second man was attacked, and died within 24 hours.
On the 10th, a fourth case occurred, who also died, and then
the disease appears to have died out also.

and

But the carpenter had carried the disease to Serali, = village
only two miles distant, where, however, it appears to have lain
dormant, or to have been re-imported, as not a case occurred
until the 24th June, When one phandiya, who had been out in
the Syngle all day, was attacked, and died the same pight; then
ene Kurwar, who performed the funeral obsequies ©f Dhandiya,
was attacked on the 26th, and died the same day. A third case,

Malooka, who performed the funeral opgequies of Kurwar,

was attacked on the )6t]), and died on the 27th, and then the
fourth case, Budohoo, who did the last ceremonies for Malooka,
was seized on the 27th, and died on the 28th; after which the
disease subsided. Here no irreqularity, o= debauch, could be
traced to these people, who seem to have taken the disease by-
contact with the pergon or dead body of their friends, and the
disease did not spread t© any other caste or family.

The village Amasail lies about four miles to the westward
©f gerali, and away from Dipgaon. ©Om the 5th gyly, = pyjaree
went to Dipgaon, and returned the same day; was seized with
choleraic gymptoms at 7 p.m., and died within 24 hours.
Then - dhoby went to Dipgaon en the 7th July, and returned
the same day; was seized at 10 , p ~and died at 7 o'clock the
next morning ; and after him a bunniah was attacked, and died,

when no further cases occurred here.
Dolgaon lies about three miles north-west of Amgsail, and in an

The disease gppeared
here on the 20th July, the first case occurring in a lad aged
18.  On the 21st two cases the 22nd two

opposite direction to Serali or Dipgaon.

occurred, and on

more, makj_ng five in all; the whole of whom recovered. IIow
the disease was introduced, could not be made out, as the per-
sons attacked, and their families, denied having left tho village .
nor could any strangers Pe traced to it; but as all these Vj_]_]_ages
lie close together,
it was possibly brought by some one from one of the other
three yvillages.

In reference to this gutbreak, it

steadily travelled westward,
wind.

daily inter-communieation must occur, and

may be noted that the disease

in the face of a yegterly monsoon

The yillage of Nukwara lies about six miles to the north-
east of Dipgaon, and in the opposite direction to the villages just
noticed. Cholera broke out here on the 29th July, and between
that and the 17th Aygust, 30 cases, with 18 deaths, occurred.
Here, again, direct communication with a diseased locality could
not be traced; but as this village is near tho direct road from
Khundwah, it was probably brought from there, or from one
of the four Villages already noticed.

The disease then took an extraordinary leap, and appeared on

the 29th guly in Iloshungabad, where = gepoy of the 32nd llegi-
ment, Madras Native Infantry, attacked and died; then

liis son was geized, but recovered.

was
Two or three days afterwards,
another child was attacked and died , and then thewife. Thug, in
one liouso in the centre of the lines, there were four cases and

three deaths , but the disease did not gpread to any other hut or

family.
This attack was attributed to eating some half putrid fish.
NoO more cases occurred until the 26th August, when another
sepoy was attacked and gied, and again tho disease disappeared.
There was then a lull until the 7th September, when a very
virulent outbreak occurred at the village ©f Jhasulpore, lying
about five miles east of Hoshungabad.
performed 2 pooja, which necessitated their proceeding about =
quarter of a mile to bathe in a tank.

Here tho Kurmi women

Tho weather was very
inclement at the tipe, and as nearly every woman and giy] of the
That evening = girl,
and tho samo nj_ght

village went, there was a great crowd.
named llumiva, was attacked at G o'clock ;
so on until

three cases occurred; and on tho 8th, 13 more ; and

cases, with 25 deaths, up to tho 2Gth Sep-
subsided here entirely, but broke out at

A strict

there were 43

tember,
Raipore, = vyillage about ono mile to the northward.

when it

quarantine had been maintained between these two yillages ; yet
it would be difficult to state that inter-communication had not
taken place. The disease stuck to Itaiporo until the 19th October,
when it ghated, there having Peen 35 cgges, with 19 deaths.

There can be no doubt that constant communication took
place between Hoshungabad and these two last-mentioned Vil-
lages, during the prevalence °f the digezse, but not = single
occurred in this city‘

case



August 1, 1873.] A MIRROR OF HOSPITAL PRACTICE.

On the 17th September, cholera appeared suddenly at Re-
butgaon, 12 miles south-east of Ilurda, where in four gayg there
were 6 cases with one death; and om the 16th October it re-
appeared at Tlurda, in 2 man who had followed the Assistant
Conservator of forests from the Betul district. He was, however,
said to have been ome week at Ilurda in perfect health, and
attributed bis attack to bathing and drinking the river water.
Between the 16th and 25th October, 8 cases with 3 deaths
occurred, and then the disease stopped.

Whilst the disease was prevalent at Raipore, it also occurred
at the yillage of Sahulvvara, lying 40 miles east from Iloshun-
gabad, on the banks of the Nerbudda, where it first appeared on
the 26th Geptemper ™ * Rajpoot woman, who had not left the
village for a long time; mox could gpy communication with a
diseased locality be traced; nor any particular cause be discover-
ed for the outbreak, beyond the general dirty insanitary state
of the village. The disease completely disappeared by the
2nd October ; there having been 18 cases With 12 deaths in eight
days, and mot any Of the adjacent villages wewe affected. This
7was the only occurrence Of the disease in the eastern portion
of the district.

These notes are bare records of facts. I do not venture to say

that the sanitary measures stopped cholera at Tlurda, or prevented
its gpreading 2t Hoshungabad ; but it is worth noticing that as
soon as conservancy Measures were actively adopted at Ilurda
the disease died oy, and although five times afterwards re-
introduced, it did not gpread ; and at Hoshungabad, though
carried into the middle of the city, not a single case occurred
amongst the residents.

At Bhaumugaonl have already mentioned that the coolies
?who drank the nallah water suffered severely ; whilst of the
villagers who drank well water not one was affected.

And a third point noteworthy is the faet, that the disease
aiever crossed the Etarsi road, either by foot road or by rail.
This road extends 11 piles, nearly due south from Hoshungabad
to Etarsi; and I have shown how the disease was deposited at
Etarsi by rail, and how when the Bhaumugaon coolies dispersed,
-and the principal number crossed this road eastward, yet not
a single case "was reported amongst them after they had crossed
over. The country o» either side of this road is of the same
geological formation, with = good drainage from the goyth,
towards the Nerbudda river. The occurrence of the disease nine
months afterwards at Sabulwara, in the eastern portion ©of the
district, cannotfbe taken as gpposed to the above gtatement; nex
yet the outbreaks at Jhasulpore @nd Raipore coming == they did
eight and nine months after the Bhaumugaon epidemic, but np
to the pregent time not a case has been reported in any of the
Tillages lying o=» the east of this road between this and Etarsi.
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