
Article VI.- - Case of Labour Impeded by a Strong Septum of the 
Vagina. By A. Davidson, M.B., Liverpool. 

In attending a young person in her first confinement, I found, that 
about an inch from the orifice of the vagina, there was a vertical 
septum dividing the passage into two. It was a strong semi- 
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cartilaginous pillar, at its middle about the thickness of the little 
finger, but spreading out anteriorly and posteriorly at its junction 
with the walls of the vagina. When the os uteri was fully dilated, 
the membranes protruded on both sides of this septum, but more 
so on the right side of it, the right passage being somewhat more 
capacious than the left. The membranes being ruptured, the head 
of the child descended, but its further progress was completely 
arrested by the septum. After waiting about fifteen minutes, and 
finding that the obstruction gave no signs of yielding, notwith- 

standing the occurrence of pretty strong and frequent pains, I cut 
it through with a curved bistoury, after which the labour soon 
terminated spontaneously. In cutting through the obstruction, 
I found that it had the consistence of gristle, and that it was quite 
destitute of sensibility. I could not learn whether the presence of 
this septum had caused any inconvenience previously. 

There was no evidence of the existence of double uterus, so that 
this instance of double vagina belongs to a class of cases described 
by Dr Matthews Duncan. 


