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Abstract: Mobile edge computing (MEC) represents an enabling technology for prospective Internet
of Vehicles (IoV) networks. However, the complex vehicular propagation environment may hinder
computation offloading. To this end, this paper proposes a novel computation offloading framework
for IoV and presents an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV)-aided network architecture. It is considered
that the connected vehicles in a IoV ecosystem should fully offload latency-critical computation-
intensive tasks to road side units (RSUs) that integrate MEC functionalities. In this regard, a UAV
is deployed to serve as an aerial RSU (ARSU) and also operate as an aerial relay to offload part
of the tasks to a ground RSU (GRSU). In order to further enhance the end-to-end communication
during data offloading, the proposed architecture relies on reconfigurable intelligent surface (RIS)
units consisting of arrays of reflecting elements. In particular, a dual-RIS configuration is presented,
where each RIS unit serves its nearby network nodes. Since perfect phase estimation or high-
precision configuration of the reflection phases is impractical in highly mobile IoV environments,
data offloading via RIS units with phase errors is considered. As the efficient energy management of
resource-constrained electric vehicles and battery-enabled RSUs is of outmost importance, this paper
proposes an optimization approach that intends to minimize the weighted total energy consumption
(WTEC) of the vehicles and ARSU subject to transmit power constraints, timeslot scheduling, and
task allocation. Extensive numerical calculations are carried out to verify the efficacy of the optimized
dual-RIS-assisted wireless transmission.

Keywords: computation offloading; energy efficiency; Internet of Vehicles (IoV); mobile edge com-
puting (MEC); reconfigurable intelligent surface (RIS); unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV)

1. Introduction

In the forthcoming Internet of Vehicles (IoV) era, where multiple automobile terminals
are interconnected, innovative applications will emerge, including autonomous driving,
ultra-high-quality video streaming, and augmented reality (AR) [1]. As new workloads
and real-time service requirements usually pose strict requirements with respect to latency,
local intra-vehicle computing often struggles for timely execution of computation-intensive
tasks. Moreover, a significant amount of energy is consumed that diminishes the driving
range of electric vehicles [2]. To handle these challenging issues, data offloading to mobile
edge computing (MEC) servers has been previously suggested [3]. In this respect, road
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side units (RSUs) along roads and in the vicinity of the vehicles can expedite the provision
of MEC services [4].

1.1. Background

In recent years, there have been various contributions in the MEC-enabled IoV ecosys-
tem. In [5], a stochastic optimization model for vehicular networks was proposed to
maximize the lower bound of the expected reliability during computation offloading. In
addition, a game-theoretic method was leveraged in [6] to optimize the offloading decisions
in scenarios with cooperation of cloud computing and MEC. In [7], the energy consumption
of RSUs in a MEC-enabled IoV was minimized using a heuristic algorithm. Moreover,
an architecture for vehicular ad-hoc networks (VANETs) was introduced in [8], capable
of accomplishing efficient allocation of computing resources in real-time and avoiding
computation overhead. In order to jointly optimize the computing offloading and re-
source allocation in vehicular edge computing (VEC) network, where the vehicles act as
MEC servers, a deep reinforcement learning (DRL) approach was presented in [9]. The
processing delay in software-defined networking (SDN)-based and fiber-wireless (FiWi)-
enabled VEC networks was minimized in [10] through a load-balancing task of-floading
scheme. By trading on hybrid vehicle-to-infrastructure (V2I) and vehicle-to-vehicle (V2V)
connections along with geolocation information, a computation offloading protocol was
also constructed in [11] for reliable data retrieval in VEC scenarios. Furthermore, an edge
intelligence-enabled IoV was described in [12] and an online algorithm based on Lyapunov
optimization was proposed to decrease the total network delay.

While fruitful results have been described in previous work on MEC in IoV, the highly
dynamic network topologies of IoV drastically influence the data offloading process. More
importantly, the communication links between vehicles and ground RSUs (GRSUs) can
be blocked in propagation environments with large obstacles and dispersed nodes. In
this direction, hovering aerial RSUs (ARSUs) relying on unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs)
have great potential to attain a higher chance of line-of-sight (LoS) communication across
different terrains thus sufficiently extending the radio coverage between vehicles and MEC
servers [13-15]. In previous work, a UAV was employed to assist an access point (AP) in
providing MEC services to ground users (GUs) in an energy-efficient manner [16]. Identical
MEC schemes were also envisioned to optimize the energy consumption [17], the maximum
delay [18], the task completion time [19], the average latency [20], and the computation
efficiency [21]. Furthermore, energy harvesting and wireless power transfer (WPT) were
introduced to prolong the network’s operation time and an optimization problem was
formulated to maximize the computation rate [22]. Moreover, an Internet of Things (IoT)
scheme was studied in [23], where UAVs were employed to collect data from IoT devices
and forward these data to multiple distributed MEC-based APs. In addition, an energy-
optimized IoT scenario was presented in [24], where a UAV integrated an edge server and
provided computation services to ground IoT nodes. A social IoV (SIoV) network was
proposed in [25] and jointly optimized the resource allocation and the UAV’s trajectory.
In addition, an SDN-based offloading strategy for vehicular networks was presented
in [26] and the task execution time was minimized subject to quality of service (QoS)
and energy consumption constraints. Beyond the conventional orthogonal multiple access
(OMA) scenarios, a non-orthogonal multiple access (NOMA) setup was investigated in [27],
whereas the stochastic offloading concept extended the deterministic binary and partial
task offloading in [28]. Furthermore, the benefits of massive multiple-input-multiple-
output (MIMO) transmission were underlined in [29]. Nevertheless, challenges remain to
be addressed to ensure highly reliable communication links, especially in uncontrollable
vehicular environments and urban areas, where scattering objects (e.g., buildings, poles,
trees, hills or human bodies) may induce severe signal attenuation or signal blockage.

On the other hand, with the rapid evolution of radio frequency (RF) micro electro-
mechanical systems (MEMs), the programmable and reconfigurable meta-surfaces have
emerged, among which the reconfigurable intelligent surface (RIS) technology has recently
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received unprecedented attention [30,31]. More specifically, RIS stands for a thin metasur-
face consisting of a large number of passive and phase-controllable reflecting elements,
each of which can be digitally controlled to reflect the incident signals with adjusted
phase shifts and thus reconfigure the wireless propagation environment in favor of signal
transmission. Contrary to conventional active relaying, RIS leverages passive reflection
and leads to cost-effective, low-complexity, and energy-efficient implementations with
high array gain and low noise. Previously, RIS-assisted UAV communication systems
were envisioned [32-34], without accentuating MEC applications. In the context of MEC
networks, the adoption of RIS units in various wireless network setups with propagation-
induced impairments has also been investigated. A single-cell scenario with multiple
single-antenna devices and a multi-antenna AP was considered in [35] and an optimization
problem was formulated to minimize latency, under practical constraints related with the
total edge computing capability and the phase shift design. In [36], an IoT MEC system
with multiple devices was investigated capable of supporting passive beamforming via a
RIS unit in the computational offloading stage. In this system, the sum computational bits
were maximized in a partial computational offloading manner. An RIS-aided MEC-enabled
flexible time-sharing scheme that enables both NOMA and time-division multiple-access
(TDMA) transmission via data division was proposed in [37] and the sum delay of the users
was minimized under discrete-phase constraints of the RIS. Additionally, a RIS-assisted
MEC system that can handle learning-driven tasks was presented in [38] and involved
a multi-antenna intelligent edge server and multiple single-antenna users affiliated with
machine learning (ML) tasks. In this system, the learning error was minimized by taking
into account the transmit power constraints and the phase shifts of the RIS. Nevertheless,
the aforementioned works are unsuitable for UAV-based networks and cannot capture the
air-to-ground channel features. As the UAVs fly in a three-dimensional (3-D) space and
above rooftops, especial geometrical and mobility characteristics are introduced. Table 1
provides a brief description of the key elements of the aforementioned previous works,
which give emphasis either on MEC IoV architectures, where the vehicles’ computing tasks
are completed without cooperation of UAVs [5-12]; or UAV-enabled MEC network archi-
tectures that do not include RIS units [16-29]; or RIS-assisted UAV networks without MEC
capabilities [32-34]; or RIS-assisted MEC network architectures with only ground-based
nodes [35-38].

1.2. Contribution

To the best of the authors” knowledge, the area of computation offloading for RIS-
based UAV-aided IoV is unexplored. As newer network architectures are indispensable,
this paper proposes an IoV framework, which includes a UAV-based ARSU and relies
on RIS units. This framework may find practical application in beyond fifth generation
(B5G) mission-critical scenarios, where multiple resource-limited vehicles should execute
computationally intensive tasks by using the processing capabilities of MEC servers. As
the communication links between vehicles and GRSUs may be blocked, an ARSU can bring
flexibility, additional computing resources, and extended radio coverage. RIS units are
also employed, in order to further enhance the connectivity and reliability by reshaping
the propagation environment in favor of signal transmission. More specifically, the main
contributions of this paper can be summarized as follows:

¢ A novel dual-MEC IoV architecture is proposed, where a rapidly deployed and
dynamically repositioned UAV-based ARSU equipped with a MEC server facilitates
the computation offloading and also acts as an intermediate decode-and-forward (DF)
aerial relay enabling the communication between vehicles and a GRSU. Full offloading
is applied and a trade-off between energy consumption and delay is obtained by
efficiently using the computing resources at both ARSU and GRSU.

e In practice, the direct communication links between vehicles (ARSU) and ARSU
(GRSU) may be vulnerable to fading and blockage effects due to large objects in
the propagation environment. Thus, the proposed architecture leverages a dual-RIS
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deployment strategy to assist the direct communication. It is considered that one RIS
unit is positioned close to the vehicles and a second RIS unit is positioned towards
GRSU. Owing to the dynamic and highly mobile vehicular environment, imperfect
estimation of the reflection phases is introduced. Hence, wireless transmission via the
RIS units with phase errors is assumed. In order to obtain a 3-D realistic geometrical
positioning of the vehicles, ARSU, GRSU, and RIS units, while accurately modeling
the mobility characteristics, velocity and distance vectors are utilized.

Moreover, this paper formulates a multi-variable optimization problem to minimize
the weighted total energy consumption (WTEC) from both the vehicles and ARSU
perspective and elongate their endurance. In this respect, the Lagrange dual method
along with a subgradient-based algorithm are leveraged to provide optimal solutions
for the transmit power allocation, timeslot scheduling, and task allocation. More-
over, an asymptotic analysis of the WTEC is included as the number of reflecting
elements increases. The numerical results illustrate the total computation-based
and communication-based delay (TCCD) and WTEC, focus on the benefits of the
dual-RIS-based data offloading, and affirm the efficiency of the optimization method.

Table 1. Synopsis of relevant research works.

References

Network Type

[5]
[6]
[7]
[8]
[9]
[10]
[11]
[12]
[16]
[17]
[18]
[19]
[20]
[21]
[22]
[23]
[24]
[25]
[26]
[27]
[28]
[29]
[32]
[33]
[34]
[35]
[36]
[37]
[38]
This paper

Vehicle-to-infrastructure (V2I)

Vehicular network

Internet of Vehicles (IoV)

Vehicular ad-hoc network (VANET)

Internet of Things (IoT)
Vehicular network
Vehicle-to-vehicle (V2V) and V2I
IoV
Cellular network
Computing system
Computing system
Computing system
IoT
Computing system
Computing system
IoT
IoT
Social IoV (SIoV)
Vehicular network
Computing system
Computing system
Vehicular network
Communication system
Communication system
IoT
Computing system
IoT
Computing system
Computing system
IoV

Key Technologies Optimization Target
Computation offloading Lower bound of expected reliability
Mobile edge computing (MEC), cloud computing Offloading decisions
MEC Energy efficiency
MEC Resource allocation

Vehicular edge computing (VEC)
VEC, software-defined networking (SDN)
VEC, geolocation information
MEC, edge intelligence
MEC, unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV)
MEC, UAV
MEC, UAV
MEC, UAV
MEC, UAV
MEC, UAV
MEC, UAV, wireless power transfer (WPT)
Centralized and distributed MEC, UAV
MEC, UAV
MEC, UAV
MEC, UAV, SDN
MEC, UAV, non-orthogonal multiple access (NOMA)
MEC, UAV, stochastic offloading
MEC, UAV, massive multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO)
UAV, reconfigurable intelligent surface (RIS)
UAV, RIS
UAV, RIS
MEC, RIS
MEC, RIS
MEC, RIS, NOMA
MEC, RIS, machine learning (ML)
MEC, UAV, RIS

Resource allocation
Processing delay
Reliable data retrieval
Total network delay
Energy consumption
Energy consumption
Maximum Delay and trajectory
Task completion time
Average latency
Computation efficiency
Computation rate
Energy efficiency
Energy consumption
Resource allocation and trajectory
Task execution time
Bit allocation and trajectory
Energy consumption
Energy consumption
Achievable rate
Sum-rate
Decoding error rate
Latency
Sum computational bits
Delay
Learning error
Energy Consumption

1.3. Structure

The rest of this paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, the system model is
introduced, the geometrical characteristics and the mobility model are outlined, and the
computation offloading model is presented. Section 3 describes the wireless transmission
model. In Section 4, the optimization problem is formulated. Numerical results are
provided in Section 5. Finally, conclusions and future research directions are drawn in
Section 6.
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2. System Model

In this paper, a MEC-enabled IoV is considered consisting of K vehicles moving along
a unidirectional road segment, where the distribution of the vehicles follows a Poisson
distribution [39]. The latency-critical computation task of the k-th vehicle with 1 <k <K
can be only executed remotely within the maximum allowable latency (task deadline) #;
by performing task offloading to MEC servers. Thus, a fixed grid-powered GRSU with
powerful computation capacity is situated along the road. In the proposed IoV scenario,
high attenuation obstructs the direct link between the vehicles and GRSU. Hence, a flying
ARSU with certain energy and computing limitations is also employed to facilitate the
provision of MEC services and also enable vehicle-to-GRSU networking via relaying. More
specifically, the ARSU initially designates the portion of vehicles’ offloaded tasks that
can timely execute with its own computing resources and then forwards the remaining
part of these tasks to GRSU. In this direction, the ARSU uses an adequately large data
buffer, in order to separately store the offloaded and processed data. As LoS air-to-ground
propagation cannot be continuously ensured in urban and dense-urban environments,
two RIS units, one unit close to the vehicles and a second unit close to the GRSU, are also
installed on surrounding building walls to assist the direct communication between the
k-th vehicle (ARSU) and ARSU (GRSU).

2.1. Geometrical Characteristics and Mobility Model

The 3-D geometrical features of the proposed IoV architecture are depicted in Figure 1,
where the (x,y,z) axes define the coordinate system. To aid our analysis, the subscripts
k, A, Ry, G, and R, with 1 < k < K are associated with the k-th vehicle, ARSU, 1st RIS,
GRSU, and 2nd RIS, respectively. It is considered that (xi[n], yx[n],0), (xa[n], yaln],zaln]),
(¥R, YRy, 2R, ), (XG,YG, 2c) and (XRr,, YR,, ZR,) are the coordinates of the k-th vehicle, ARSU,
1st RIS, GRSU, and 2nd RIS, respectively. Let D, denote the distance vector between two
arbitrary points a and b. Then, ||Dy4[n]|| = \/(xk[n} —xa[n])?+ (yk[n] —yaln])? + 24 [n]
is the distance between the k-th vehicle and ARSU and ||-|| is the Euclidean norm. Note that
the distances || Dyg, [1]]|, [|[Dr,a (1], [[Dag[n]|l, [[Dar,[n]]| and |[Dg,c[n]|| can be defined
accordingly. It is assumed that the k-th vehicle and ARSU are moving with velocities vy
and v 4/, respectively, in the direction in the azimuth domain determined by the angles
Yk and 7y 4y, respectively. Additionally, the hovering, diving, and rising operations of

ARSU can described by the elevation angle 7, ,. Then, vy = vg[cosyy, sinyy, 0]T and
VA = UA[COSYAxyCOSY Az, SINY A,xyCOSY Az, SiN7Y A ;] stand for the velocity vectors of the
k-th vehicle and ARSU, respectively. In practice, the ARSU should not notably draw
away from its initial position, since its movement may affect the connectivity with the
vehicles and GRSU. It is assumed that the initial locations of the vehicles are known
to the ARSU for designing its trajectory, whereas the fixed locations of the 1st RIS and
2nd RIS are known as well. For convenience, we use a sufficiently small constant 7 to
divide the ARSU’s flying period T into N timeslots. (In this paper, the case that i, = T
is only considered Vk). During each timeslot, it is assumed that both the k-th vehicle
and the ARSU are static. The coordinates of the k-th vehicle are updated as xi[n + 1] =
X [n] + vkcosyT and yi[n + 1] = yg[n] + visiny,t, where n € {1,2,... N}. Furthermore,
the coordinates of the ARSU are updated as x4[n + 1] = x4[n] + vAC05Y A x,C08Y 42T,
yaln+1] = yaln] +vasinyaycosya,tand za[n +1] = za[n] + vasinya . T.
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Figure 1. A simple representation of the dual-RIS UAV-aided MEC-enabled IoV architecture.

In this paper, a rotary-wing UAV is considered as an ARSU, owing to its higher
mobility compared to that of a fixed-wing UAV. Based on [40], the propulsion energy
consumption in the n-th timeslot can be modeled as

Blvay Iy 1
Ef[n) = T(Po (1 + Uﬁ’) + 550GV 4y 1]

tip

M

||VA,xy[n] ||4 . HVA,xy [7’1] ||2

+P, 1+
! 403 203

+Pz|vA,z[nJ||),

where Py is the blade profile power, vy, is the tip speed of the rotor blade, d is the fuse-lage
drag ratio, s is the rotor solidity, p is the air density, G is the rotor disc area, P is the induced
power, vy is the mean rotor induced velocity, P, is the descending/ascending power, and
V A,xy[n] @0d V 4 ,[,y) are the horizontal and vertical ARSU velocity vectors, respectively, with

va [1’1] = VA’xy[Tl] + VA/Z[TI].

2.2. Computation Offloading Model

It is considered that /; defines a particular computation task of the k-th vehicle and by
is the task-input data size (in bits). The maximum central processing unit (CPU) frequency
at ARSU is denoted as f4 qx, Whereas c4 > 0 is the number of required CPU cycles per bit
at ARSU. As the intra-vehicle computational resources are limited, the k-th vehicle fully
offloads to ARSU and GRSU (via relaying) its task. Thus, B[n|bx[n] and (1 — Bi[n])bk[n]
computation bits are allocated for computing at ARSU and at GRSU, respectively, where
Bk[n] is the offloading task assignment ratio. It is noted that the transmission delay and
the energy consumption for data downloading are omitted, since the size of the output
computed data is assumed to be significantly smaller than that of the input data for
computing. In addition, the computation delay at GRSU can be neglected owing to
its computing capabilities, while the time required for performing task partitioning is
negligible compared to the overall latency and is omitted as well.

In order to implement the computation offloading, the TDMA protocol is adopted.
This protocol has been widely used in IoV networks [41] and MEC networks [16,19,25] and
can obviate transmission collisions, contention-induced overhead, and interference among
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vehicles, while retaining short delivery delay. Thus, we divide each timeslot into K equal
durations {7 [n]}K | with Y5, t[n] = T and 5 [n] = Tioffl] + Taoff[n] Wwhere T, f¢[n]
is the transmission time for offloading by [n] from the k-th vehicle to ARSU and 1 4 ,ff[1]
is the transmission time for offloading (1 — Bx[n])bx[n] from ARSU to GRSU. It is assumed
that the computation delay 7 .4 [1] = caBk[1]bk/ f A max at ARSU can span a duration 7 [n].
Then, we obtain the following inequalities:

T
0 < {Thorsln] taofsln], tealn]} < 2, )

T
Tk,off[?l} + Tk,A,off[n] < K (3)

The energy consumed by the k-th vehicle and ARSU, respectively, for data offloading in
the n-th timeslot can be expressed as:

Exoff[n] = ProffThoffnl, 4)

Ex,a0f711] = Praofr T a0rf 1], ()

where py o ¢¢[11] and py a,07f[1] is the transmit power of the k-th vehicle and ARSU, respec-
tively, for bits offloading in the n-th timeslot. Moreover, the energy consumption for ARSU
computing in the n-th timeslot can be written as [42]

Etcaln] = PeeaTiealn] = xach K2 (Bi[n]be[n]) 2, 6)

where P .4 = x4 ffl,m o 18 the power consumption of the CPU at ARSU [42] and x4 > 0 is
the chip-dependent effective capacitance coefficient that is affiliated with the ARSU.

3. Wireless Transmission Model

It is considered that the k-th vehicle, the ARSU, and the GRSU are equipped with single
omni-directional antennas, whereas the RIS units employ multiple reflecting elements as
well as a wireless controller for the dynamic adjustment of the phase shift of each element.
Without loss of generality, it is assumed that the 1st and 2nd RIS units have the same number
L of reflecting elements. It is also assumed that the channel gain remains unchanged in each
timeslot, since the k-th vehicle and the ARSU shift over an insignificantly short distance.
Thus, during the flying period, the wireless radio channel can be represented by a series of
channel snapshots, where each snapshot is associated with a particular position of the k-th
vehicle and ARSU.

3.1. Direct Links without RIS Units

In order to model the channel fading behavior in air-to-ground propagation scenarios,
several statistical distributions, e.g., Rician, Rayleigh, and Nakagami-m distributions, have
been previously used [43-45]. Among these distributions, the Nakagami-m distribution
was experimentally validated in UAV-based scenarios [46], whereas it also provides flex-
ibility in several environments by including Rayleigh distribution as a special case or
by approximately describing Rician fading. Thus, this paper considers that the channel
behavior of the direct link between the k-th vehicle (ARSU) and ARSU (GRSU) is subjected
to Nakagami-m fading conditions. Then, the cumulative distribution function (CDF) of the
instantaneous SNR received at the ARSU can be expressed as [47]

F(mkA/ ”ka'th)
_ Traln]
Eyha(ym) =1~ F(m—kAk/;’ ()

where I'(y, x) = T'(y)exp(—x) Z%;é (xk/k!) is the upper incomplete Gamma function [48],
eq. (8.350/2), T'(a) = fooo t*~1e~tdt is the complete Gamma function [48], eq. (8.310/1),
mys > 1/2 is the Nakagami-m fading parameter, vy, = 2t — 1 is the SNR threshold,
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r¢ is the target rate (in bps/Hz), and J;4[n] is the average SNR. By adopting the Friis’s
formula [49], Yx4[n] can be expressed as

ualr] = 20 gDy, ®)

where Nj is the variance of the additive white Gaussian noise (AWGN) at ARSU, B is the
channel gain at a reference distance dy = 1 m, and 0y 4 is the pathloss exponent of the link
between the k-th vehicle and ARSU. (Without loss of generality, it is assumed that Nj is the
variance of AWGN at any IoV node).

3.2. Indirect Links through RIS Units

The channel between a UAV and a RIS unit is mostly dominated by LoS links, since the
UAV usually flies at high altitudes and the RIS unit is mounted on the facade of a building.
However, multipath propagation may also exist in urban and dense-urban environments
with tall buildings acting as effective scatterers. In addition, local scattering effects may
influence the channels between an RIS unit and vehicles, whereas an additional LoS link
can be also established [32,33]. Thus, in this paper, the channel between the k-th vehicle
(I-th element of 1st RIS) and the I-th element of 1st RIS (ARSU) is modeled as a Rician
fading channel accounting for both the LoS and non-line-of-sight (NLoS) components.
Each RIS element should be designed to maximize the reflection strength and steer the
reflection angle towards the ARSU (or GRSU). However, it is assumed that the phase shifts
induced by the channels cannot be perfectly evaluated and/or the desired phases cannot
be precisely set. Quantization phase errors are considered and thus only a discrete set
of 27 phases is configured with g > 1, where g is the number of quantization bits. It is
assumed that the phase error ©; is uniformly distributed over [-27 77,27 77|. Then, as
shown in [50], the composite channel between the k-th vehicle and ARSU via the 1st RIS is
equivalent to a direct channel with Nakagami scalar fading and can be expressed as

é

h\»—\

g, Al Z i (][4 [n]lexp(jO;), )

where hy;[n](h4[n]) is the channel gain in the n-th timeslot for the link between the k-th
vehicle (I-th element of the 1st RIS) and the /-th element of the 1st RIS (ARSU). It is assumed
that the phase errors {®,}[ | are independent and identically distributed (ii.d.) with a
common characteristic function expressed as a sequence of complex numbers { ¢; } ez
which are referred to as trigonometric (or circular) moments [51], with |¢;| <1 V¢ € Z.
The size of the RIS units is assumed to be small relative to the propagation links. Thus, the
reflector elements experience identical large-scale fading. Let nxg, 4 and ¥, 4 [11] denote
the Nakagami-m fading parameter and average SNR, respectively, of the composite channel.
Then, the CDF of the instantaneous SNR received at ARSU is expressed as [47]

1-‘<mkR1Ar TRy A[ ]'Yth)

F"/th,kR1A(7t}l) =1- r(mkR A) ’ (10)
1
where 22 g2
- AL 1%%R, ¥R, A 1)
A= 2156, — 29%“%1{1“%%114’

_ A Proffln]

Tayaln] £ =X LG ] PE(ualn] 1, (12)
s 1

kR, = mlﬂ(*i/l/ Kigr, ), (13)
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aR,A = mlﬁ(—;ka]A)r (14)

Ellhsalm)l] = axg, v/ Boll Dig, |41, (15)

Ellaln]|) = ar, 4/ Bol Dig, ]| =7, (16)

6, = Sinz(g;iﬂ) , 0 = Sinz(g;jr;”) , E[-] is the expectation operator, oyg, (0, 4) is the path-loss

exponent of the link between the k-th vehicle (1st RIS) and 1st RIS (ARSU), 1 Fy (., ;.) is the
Kummer confluent hypergeometric function [52], eq. (2.18), and Ky, (Kg, 4) is the Rician
factor for the link between the k-th vehicle (1st RIS) and 1st RIS (ARSU). Using (7) and (10),
the CDF of the instantaneous SNR received at ARSU accounting for both the direct link as
well as the link via the 1st RIS can be expressed as follows [53], eq. (33)

m
( A )mkA MRy A leAerkAerleA
Yraln] TRy 1] th

F(Tl’lkA + mgr,A + 1)
MEAYH . mleA')’th>
Tealn]” Tiryalnl

Ey, kAR A(Vin) =

(17)

XDy (mkA/ MkR, A; MkA + MR A + 1 —

where ®;,(+; -; ;) is the Humbert confluent hypergeometric series @, and can be easily
computed using the procedure in [54]. Using (12), the effective rate (in bps/Hz) can be
obtained as follows

eakraln] = re[1 = Fy, kakrya(vm)]- (18)

Using (18) and properly replacing the indices, the effective rate 4G, R, [11] accounting for
both the direct link between ARSU and GRSU as well as the link via the 2nd RIS can be
similarly defined. It is assumed that the number of bits that are offloaded to ARSU (GRSU)
does not exceed the offloading rate capabilities of the corresponding channel. Thus, it
follows that:

bi[n] < Teofr(n]rrair, A (Pk,off[”])r (19)

(1= Bx[n])bk[n] < Th 07 [M]7AG,ARyG (Pk,A,off W)- (20)

It is considered that the vehicles control their transmit power according to a signal-to-
noise-ratio (SNR) threshold, in order to maintain an acceptable QoS. In this paper, maximal-
ratio combining (MRC) is adopted. Thus, the requirement J; 4 [1] + Jkg, a[1] > Yxa should
be satisfied [55]. Using the aforementioned inequality, as well as (8) and (11)-(16), we obtain

1
>_ -
Pk,off[n] =P [11] +P2[Vl]’ (21)
where Bol|Dga[n]]|
_ PBol[Dgaln]|| =%
pl [n] - (2” . 1>N0 7 (22)
_ (LBt \* ||Dig, [n][| " |[Dryafm] ]|~ 1 1 1 2
palr = (40 ) T+ Dt s (2 R (3 k)| @

From (21), one concludes that p,Té’} f[n} = 1/(P[n] + Py[n]) is the lower bound of the
transmit power of the k-th vehicle for an acceptable QoS in the n-th timeslot.

3.3. Asymptotic Rate

In order to support a massive number of vehicles in future MEC-enabled IoV scenarios,
a vast number of discrete reflecting elements at each RIS unit is required. Thus, this paper
derives the asymptotic rate, as L increases. As L — oo we obtain [56], eq. (1.7)



Sensors 2021, 21, 4392 10 of 24
A kA 1MkRy A TRRLA g g +1MkR, A
asymp ) Vraln] Vikryaln] Tin
F v kAKR A\ Tt | = Lh_f;‘o Eyear\ v | =
r(mkA + Mg A + 1)
MAYth . "MkRiAVth
) (mkA/mkR AsMA + MRy A — = J—=
! Y ealn] T Yiryaln]
-_ myA mleA mkR]A Mg +mkR1A (24)
Yraln ¥ n Tin
'YkA[ ] rYkR]A[ ] mkA’)/th
=~ X 1Fy( mya, My + Mgg, A5 — S ealn]
T <mkA + MR, A + 1)
- Mg A _— mleA'ymkA"'mleA
Vraln] Vikryaln] th ( AT th )
~ exp(—— .
n
T<mkA - mga+ 1) Traln]
Using (24), we obtain the asymptotic expression of the effective rate in (18) as
asymp o asymp
TkakR Al = Tt [1 —F 'y,h,kA,leA('yfh)] (25)

4. Minimization of Energy Consumption

This section formulates a multi-variable optimization problem to minimize the WTEC
of the proposed dual-RIS UAV-aided MEC-enabled IoV architecture. This problem is
explicitly subjected to transmit power allocation, achievable rate (target offloading rate),
timeslot scheduling, and task allocation.

4.1. Problem Formulation

The optimization problem can be formulated as:

N K
(P1): mén[ ]Etotal =) ((Z wﬁk,off[”]) +waEp [”]) (26a)

P prln n=1\ \k=1

s.t. pageln] < progsln] < piarylnl, (26b)
PEios (1] < Praogsln] < PR sslnl, (26¢)
0 < Tyopsln] < 7. (26d)
0 < Tiaoprln] < %o (26e)
0 < pyln] < LAmar 26f)

Ke oAby [n]
Teoffl] + T aoffln] < % (26g)
br[n] < Teofr [”]rkA,leA(Pk,off [n]), (26h)
(1= Br[n])bk[n] < T, a,07[n]7AG, ARG (Pk,A,off[”})r (26i)

where Etotul is the WTEC, P = {Pk,off[”]zpk,A,off [Tl]}, T = {Tk,off [Tl],Tk/A,fo[Tl]}, and
Bx[n] are the optimizing variables, wy > 0 and w4 > 0 constitute the weight factors of
energy consumption of k-th vehicle and ARSU, respectively, prkn;l]} £ [n] can be defined using
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(21), pirin £ [n] is the minimum transmit power of ARSU and can be defined using (21) and
properly replacing the indices, pkm:}‘f and p"y fp are the maximum transmit powers of k-th
vehicle and ARSU, respectively, and

K

Ealn] =) (Ek,cA [n] + Ex a,0ff [”]) (27)
=1

is the total communication-related and computation-related energy consumption of ARSU
in the n-th timeslot. The weights can be modified according to energy demands and
tradeoffs of an envisioned IoV application and also provide priority /fairness among the
vehicles. Thus, wi(w,) should be increased to save more energy, as long as the k-th
vehicle’s (ARSU’s) battery is running low. It is noted that the constraints (26b) and (26c)
specify the range of transmit power of the k-th vehicle and ARSU, the constraints (26d),
(26e), and (26g) indicate the transmission delay limitations, the constraint (26f) designates
the range of the task assignment ratio, and the constraints (26h) and (26i) describe the data
offloading limitations. In general, the propulsion energy consumption, which is defined in
(1), is remarkable and is significantly affected by the ARSU’s trajectory, i.e., the time-variant
location of the ARSU during the flight period. However, in this paper, a pre-determined
ARSU's trajectory is considered and the optimization of the trajectory, which can further
decrease the WTEC, is left as a future work. Thus, the propulsion energy consumption is
excluded from the optimization process.

Lemma 1. Problem (P1) is a convex problem.

Proof. From (4)-(6), (26a), and (27), it follows that the objective function of problem (P1) is
convex with respect to P and fy, since its Hessian matrix is positive semidefinite. Moreover,
the mathematical expressions in (26b)—(26g) are linear. In addition, using (22) and (23), (17)
can be written as [57], eq. (7.2) (p. 446)

~ kA TRy A
_ pk,o(ff 1 )[n] ( i )mkA (mkR1A>mkR1A

E T (mga+myp, a+1) \ Pa[n] P, [n]

yikA KRy A (Vi)

. . L9 L MkryA
X (DZ MmMiA, mleA/ miaA + mleA + 1/ 2 [”]Pk,nff[”] B [”]Pk,aff [] >

- "‘kA+V’1kR A
_ pk/a(ff ! )["] ( o )m"A (mkkl/\ >mkR1A
F(mkA+mkR1A+1) Pi[n]

P[] (28)

% of: OZO: (), (mig; 4),, <_m>v( mkR1A>u 7(v+u)[n]

v=0u=0 (mkAerkR1A+1)v+uvIu! Pifn] R0 pk'off

m MpATU R A ”’kl{]A+L‘ ’("’kA*"’kR A+v+u)
_ g E (Pf[fz‘]) (pz[l,‘) (mkA)v(mleA)upk,uff ! [n

9=0u=0 F(mkA +mkR1A+1) (mkA +mkR1A+1)Z,+”vI”!

7

where (x),, = I'(x+n)/T(x) is the Pochhammer symbol [58] (p. 256). Using (28), the second
derivative of F,, x4 kr, 4 (7s,) with respect to pyo¢f[n] can be expressed as

m mpa+v smgpo4 \ MkR, ATH
2 kA 1 1
OFy, kakria(Ym) E 2 (Pl[n]) ( ] ) (ma), (1iry 4),

apl%,off[”] =0 u=0 F(mkAerleAJrl)(mkAerleAJrl)H“v!u! (29)
7(mkA+mkR1A+v+u+2)

X (mya + mygg, 4 + 0+ u) (mga + mgg g +0+u+1) <Pk,off[”])

As BZFm,kA,leA(’yth)/apéoff[n] > 0, Fy, kakr,A(7n) is a strictly convex function of
Proff[1]. Thus, one concludes that the right-hand-side of (26h) and (26i) is concave. Conse-
quently, Problem (P1) is a convex problem. [

4.2. Problem Solution
This paper leverages the Lagrangian dual method to solve Problem (P1). First, the
non-negative dual variables { Xokn }gzl are introduced, each associated with one of the
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constraints in (26g)—(26i). Then, the Lagrange function of problem (P1) can be written as

E (P/ T, ,Bk[n],X],Xz, X3> =

N K 3
Yy [wkpk,off ("] Thorf (] +wa <KAC§;K2 <ﬁk[”]bk["]> T2+ praoff [Tk aoff [n})}
n=1k=1
N K N K
+ Y Y xoknbelnl + Y. Y xzkn (1 — B ”])bk nj — Z 2X1an + 2 ZXlknTkoff
n=1k=1 n=1k=1

n=1k=1 n=1k=1 (30)
XLhn T, Aoff[1] — Z 2 X2)nToof fM7kA KR, A <Pk,off[n]>
1 =1 k=1

=

3

n=1k

N K
- 2 ZXSknTkAoff 1] AG,AR,G (pkAaff[n])

where x1, X, and x3 denote the sets of x1 x ,, X2k n, and X3« ,,, respectively. Thus, the dual
function of problem (P1) can be expressed as

g(xerZI X3) = 1’1}11’1 E(P/tr ,Bk/ X1,X2, X3) (313)
YPk
s.t.(26b) — (26f) (31b)

Moreover, the dual problem of problem (P1) can be written as follows

P1 —dual: max &(x1,x2,X3) (32a)
X1,X2,X3
s.t. {x1,x2,x3}>0 (32b)

Since problem (P1) is convex, it satisfies the Slater’s condition [59]. As a strong duality
between (P1) and (P1-dual) can be observed, the optimal solution of problem (P1) is
obtained by solving problem (P1-dual). In addition, the dual function is obtained by

solving the problem in (31a) and (31b) for arbitrary values of {xfg}g:l. This particular
problem can be decomposed into a set of KN independent subproblems and these sub-
problems can be further decomposed into three subproblems as

(L1): Tkw[lrﬁllipr;amn] (kak,o Frln) + Xl,k,n> Tof 1]
—X2knTkoff[M]TkA KR A (pk,o ff[”})
s.t. (26b), (26d)
(L2) : . [fqr]llipfkl/mff[n] <wA Pk, Aoff (] + Xl,k,n> T, Aof f 1]
—X3knThAoffM7AG,AR,G (Pk,A,o £f [”])
s.t. (26¢), (26e) ,
(L3):: min waach K (Belnlulnl ) T2+ oz (1 Bl )il

by a[n]

s.t. (26f)

The aforementioned subproblems are convex. Hence, the Karush-Kuhn-Tucker (KKT)
conditions may be imposed on these subproblems for finding their optimal solutions. The
optimal transmit power p; Ff [n] of the k-th vehicle can be obtained by applying KKT
conditions, setting the derivative of the Lagrangian of subproblem (L1) with respect to
Pkoffn] to zero and applying numerical solving methods. Then, 7, f [11] can be obtained
by substituting py , £ f [n] into subproblem (L1) and is expressed as
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= %o WkPkoprlnl + X — XaknTkakry A (PR opfn]) <O
Teoffln] = { € [0, &l wipi o] + X1 n = XognTkair, a(Propln]) =0 . (33)
= 0,wipio 1]+ X1 kn = XoknTkakr,a(Piopsln]) >0

Using (33), we also obtain the following optimal solution:

Etoff[n] = Propen] T, psln]- (34)

By applying KKT-based conditions, the solution to the subproblem (L2) can be similarly
obtained.

To derive a closed-form solution and provide insights into problem (L1), we present
an asymptotic analysis as L increases.

Proposition 1. The optimal transmit power of the k-th vehicle and the offloading time, when
L — oo can be, respectively, obtained as

Piojs
" _ | Paln]Ps Mga X2k Py
pk,off,asymp [1’1] - [ A W 2 [7’1} 2 P{"kA [n] szleA [n] ’ (35)

Piojy 7!

= %’wkpz,off/usymp[n} T X1 jkn — X2,k,n7‘z;y,z11§1A(p]t,off,gsymp[n]) <0
Teof fasympl] = { € [0, KL kPR £ asymp 1] + X1 n = X2fonTioa ki 4 (Phoff asympl]) =0, (36)
= 0, WPk o ff asymp ] + X1jen — Xz,k,nr]z;y/’]?]fl,q(pz/off/gsymp[n]) >0
where
Py = (3 — myga — Mg, a), (37)

tya . MkR A
re(ma + My ) My gt g

wil (myep + mgr,a +1)

Py =

, (38)
and W(-) is the Lambert function [60].

Proof. As L — oo, the achievable rate can be defined using (25). Using (25) instead of (18),
applying KKT conditions, solving the equation L1 /dpy,f¢[n] = 0, and performing some
mathematical manipulations, we can derive the optimal solution in (35). Then, the optimal
solution in (36) is obtained by substituting p; , £t [n] into subproblem (L1). O

Next, we provide a recommendation for the energy-efficient offloading task assign-
ment ratio. By solving subproblem (L3) with the aid of KKT conditions, the following
optimal solution is obtained

" _ T X3,kn

. 39
n] 3ZUAKAC?4 (39)

One observes that ARSU processes fewer task-input data, as w4 increases. In addition,
the ARSU should not perform full offloading to GRSU for computing, since p;[n] > 0.
Thus, %, / X3kn _ bits should be computed at ARSU for minimum WTEC.

3
Bwakacy

As arbitrary dual variables are considered heretofore, the optimal dual variables can be
obtained by solving problem P1-dual. Since problem P1-dual is generally non-differentiable,

the iterative ellipsoid method [59] is adopted to obtain an optimal solution. It is considered

that the subgradient of the objective function is represented by (Ax!, Ax, AxT) T, where

Axy = bi[n] — Torf[n]TkA KR, A (Pk,o Ff [”D, (40a)
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Axa = (1 = Be[n])b[n] — T, 407717 4G, AR,G (Pk,A,aff [”l]), (40b)
T
Axz = Thoff [Vl] + Tk, Aof f [n] e (40c¢)
Since the optimal solution T* is not unique, the following linear programming problem is
formulated:
N K
(P2): min Y Y wiErorrln] + waEk aoffn] (41a)
n=1k=1
T
s.t.0< Tk,off[n] < X’ (41b)
T
0 < aofrln] < (41c)
T
Thof ]+ Taore[n] < 2 (41d)
bi[n] < Toflnlreair,a (P?E,off[ﬂ]), (41e)
(1= B[ beln) < T aops Inlrac arsG (P aors])- (416)

In order to obtain the optimal solution to principal problem (P1), problem (P2) should
be solved. In this regard, the subgradient-based Algorithm 1 is proposed to derive an opti-
mal solution. The complexity of Algorithm 1 is due to Steps 4 to 6, the complexity of which
is O(KN), O(KN), and O(K2N?) [59], respectively. Hence, Algorithm 1 is characterized by
an entire complexity of O(K*N*). On the other hand, the complexity in Step 9 depends on
solving problem (P2) by CVX [61].

Algorithm 1: Optimal Solution to Problem (P1).

1. Set the values of IoV parameters and the value of the tolerant threshold e.

2. Initialize the iteration index, the dual variables {x(s}gzl, and the ellipsoid.
Then, calculate the achievable rate using (18).

3.  Repeat

4. Solve subproblems (L1) and (L2) with KKT conditions and obtain P* and ©*.
Then, use (39) and obtain g [n]. Calculate the WTEC.

5. Solve problem P1-dual and calculate the subgradients of the objective

function and the constraints.

Update {xtg}f;:1 based on the ellipsoid method.

End Repeat until convergence.

Let {xg};’:l — {1,

Update P* by solving subproblems (L1) and (L2) with KKT conditions.

Use (39) and obtain S[n].

Then, derive T* by solving problem (P2) by CVX and obtain the optimal

WTEC.

O N

5. Numerical Results and Discussion

This section provides results to demonstrate the impact of the key network parameters
on the TCCD trccp = Zﬁ]:l Zle T [n] and on the non-optimized and optimized WTEC.
These results were obtained using MATLAB 2020a and the popular MATLAB-based CVX
modeling framework for disciplined convex programming [61]. Figure 2 shows the simula-
tion setup with pre-determined benchmark trajectories of three vehicles and the ARSU over
the horizontal plane within a given rectangular area of 1000 m x 100 m. The initial coordi-
nates (in meters) of the 1st vehicle, 2nd vehicle, 3rd vehicle, ARSU, 1st RIS, GRSU, and 2nd
RIS are (x1[1], 11[1], z1[1]) = (0,0,0), (x2[1], y2[1], 22[1]) = (50,10,0), (x3[1], y3[1], 23[1]) =
(100,5,0), (xa[1],y4[1],za[1]) = (400,100, 80), (xg,, Yr,,2zr,) = (—100,50,20), (xc,yc, zG)
= (750,30,5), and (xg,, YR, zr,) = (900,50,20), respectively. Without loss of generality,
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it is considered that the vehicles are moving with a constant speed and all have an iden-
tical task requirement per timeslot. Typically, either straight-line paths or circular-orbit
paths have been used for the majority of the missions of UAVs [62]. In this paper, it is
considered that the ARSU flies along a pre-determined straight-line trajectory. Moreover,
B = 10 MHz is the allocated bandwidth. Unless otherwise indicated, the values of the
network parameters are listed in Table 2.

Figure 3 depicts the TCCD as a function of the number of vehicles with a varying
number of reflecting elements at RIS units and task requirements per timeslot. One observes
that the delay significantly increases with the number of vehicles and the number of task
bits. However, the delay decreases and more vehicles can be supported, as the number of
the reflecting elements grows. For instance, RIS units with at least 64 elements are required,
in order to meet the stringent latency requirements for by [n] = 0.3 Mbits, while providing
offloading services to six vehicles.

In Figure 4, the TCCD is illustrated as a function of the number of vehicles for dif-
ferent configuration of RIS units and the task requirement by[n] = 0.3 Mbits per time
slot. More specifically, the UAV-based dual-RIS, vehicles-side RIS, and GRSU-side RIS
deployment strategies are investigated. In addition, a less complex UAV-based scenario is
also studied, which does not include RIS units and was extensively studied in previous
works (e.g., [17-20,24,25]). It is obvious that the number of supported vehicles changes
by adopting a particular setup. To provide computation offloading services to more than
four vehicles, while meeting the stringent latency requirements, deploying a RIS unit in
the vicinity of the vehicles is at least required. Meanwhile, the dual-RIS offloading strategy
supports more vehicles, when compared with the other strategies, thus highlighting the
utility and feasibility of the proposed IoV architecture.

100 : : o ‘ ‘
Vehicle [l : “Initial Location
90 A J
RISUnit I :
801 : - ARSU Trajectory, Straight Line
ARSU [ :
701 : -
GRSU W :
60 B~ Final Location i
E som N
>
Final Locati
100 inal Location |
30| a8 RN L :
N B
20 N . i
L .~ \ B i
108 2 ) « Initial Location
‘\ .l L L L L L

O > le 1 1
-100 07100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900
x (m)

Figure 2. The projection of the proposed IoV architecture on the xy plane with pre-determined
benchmark trajectories of three vehicles and the aerial road side unit (ARSU).
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Table 2. Definition, Notation, and Value of Network Parameters.

System and Mobility Parameters Value
Number of vehicles: K 3
Weight factor for energy consumption for k-th vehicle (ARSU): wy (w4 ) 1(0.1)

Parameters of rotary-wing UAV: Vtip, Do, dr, s, p, G, Py, P1, P>

Velocity and moving direction of k-th vehicle in the azimuth domain, respec-
tively: vg, vk

Velocity and moving direction of ARSU in the azimuth (elevation) domain,
respectively: 04, Yaxy(7Az2)

120, 4.3, 0.6, 0.05, 1.225, 0.503,
12-30% - 0.430sG/8,
1.1-20%2/,/2pG,11.46 [40]
60 km/h, 71/20

5m/s, 37t/2(0)

Computation Parameters Value

Task-input data size of k-th vehicle per timeslot: by 0.4 Mbits

Task deadline (flight duration of ARSU): T 8s

Timeslot length: T 0.2's[24]
Maximum central processing unit (CPU) frequency at ARSU: f4 yax 3 GHz [24]
Required CPU cycles per bit at ARSU: c4 103 cycles/bit [24]
CPU capacitance coefficient at ARSU: x4 107% [24]

Wireless Transmission Parameters Value

Target rate: ; 1.5bps/Hz

Max. transmit power of k-th vehicle and ARSU, respectively: pl,(,;%f , pl,(,;fff f 35 dBm, 35 dBm [24]
Number of reflecting elements at the 1st RIS and 2nd RIS: L 64

Number of quantization bits: g 2

Path-loss exponents: 0i4, 0kR,, OR, A, UAG, T ARy s OR,G 35,22,2,35,2,22
Channel gain at reference distance dg = 1m: By —20dB [32]
Variance of the additive white Gaussian noise (AWGN) at the k-th vehicle, —80 dBm [32]
ARSU, 1st RIS, ground road side unit (GRSU), and 2nd RIS: Ny

Nakagami-m fading parameter of the direct link between the k-th vehicle 1 (1)

(ARSU) and ARSU (GRSU): m; 4 (mac)
Rician factor for the link between the k-th vehicle and 1st RIS, 1st RIS and
ARSU, ARSU and 2nd RIS, and 2nd RIS and GRSU: Kig,, Kg, A, Kar,, Kr,G

7 dB,10dB, 10dB, 7 dB

Figure 5 shows the non-optimized and optimized WTEC as a function of the number

of reflecting elements for varying task requirement. The asymptotic WTEC that accounts
for the expressions for the asymptotic rate in (25) is also demonstrated, whereas the
asymptotically optimal solutions in (35) and (36) are also verified. Clearly, the WTEC
drastically decreases, as the number of the reflecting elements increases due to the lower
transmission delay. As the number of these elements increases from 10 to 60, the non-
optimized and optimized WTEC decreases up to 14 and 18 Joules, respectively, depending
on the number of task bits. However, a reasonable number of reflecting elements should be
utilized, since increasing the number of the elements beyond 60 meaninglessly changes
the WTEC. Moreover, the asymptotically derived WTEC converges to the analytical WTEC
with about 60 reflecting elements.

The effect of the number of quantization bits on the WTEC is investigated in Figure 6.
The asymptotic behavior of the WTEC is also studied. As g increases, more energy is
consumed with a fixed number of reflecting elements. However, the WTEC is remarkably
robust against phase errors for large values of reflecting elements. It can be also seen that
the convergence of the asymptotic WTEC directly depends on the number of quantization
bits and up to 90 reflecting elements are required for an accurate approximation of the
analytical results.
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Figure 3. The total computation-based and communication-based delay (TCCD) as a function of the
number of vehicles for different numbers of reflecting elements and task requirements.
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Figure 4. The TCCD as a function of the number of vehicles for different RIS deployment strategies.
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Figure 5. The non-optimized and optimized weighted total energy consumption (WTEC) as a
function of the number of reflecting elements for varying task requirement.
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Figure 7 shows the non-optimized WTEC as a function of the positioning of the ARSU
along the x-axis for different values of the Rician factors Kig,, Kg, 4, Kar,, and Kg,g. It
is obvious that the WTEC remains constant, provided that the fading is symmetric, i.e.,
Kir, = Kr,c = 7 dB and Kg, 4 = K4r, = 10 dB. However, the quality of the composite
channel through the 1st RIS is degraded, as long as Kig, = Kg,4 = 0 dB. Then, the LoS
component is weak and an ARSU position closer to the vehicles is preferable to meliorate
the WTEC. On the other hand, setting K4g, = Kg,g = 0 dB downgrades the quality of the
composite channel through the 2nd RIS. Thus, moving the ARSU closer to the GRSU can
compensate for this degradation. Previous results on UAV-based MEC configurations with-
out RIS units [16] suggested a UAV position close to ground nodes to maintain low energy
consumption. Nevertheless, the RIS units can enhance the communication performance of
their nearby nodes and counterbalance the distance-dependent pathloss. Thus, the ARSU
does not need to fly toward the vehicles and GRSU too closely, in order to obtain adequate
WTEC in any fading conditions. By avoiding aimless ARSU mobility, its endurance can be
significantly extended.

In order to ascertain how the distance between the 1st RIS unit and the vehicles
influences the WTEC, Figure 8 depicts the non-optimized WTEC as a function of the
location of the 1st RIS unit along the x-axis for varying Rician factor Kig,. One observes
that the value of the WTEC is lower, when the 1st RIS unit is placed closer to the vehicles.
Then, the quality of the communication link between the k-th vehicle and the 1st RIS unit
improves mainly owing to the increase in the average SNR of the composite channel. On
the other hand, the fading conditions also affect the effective rate and thus the WTEC.
Hence, the vehicles should move towards the 1st RIS unit, as long as the LoS component
is weak.

Figure 9 depicts the curves of the non-optimized and optimized WTEC as a function of
the velocity of ARSU for varying task completion time (flying period) and weight factor w4
of energy consumption at ARSU. It can be observed that the consumed energy substantially
increases with the velocity of ARSU owing to the growth of the propulsion energy. It is
also evident that WTEC increases as T and w4 step up. Moreover, the optimized scheme
leads to substantially smaller values of WTEC, when compared with the non-optimized
one, thus confirming the effectivity of our optimization approach.
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Figure 7. The WTEC as a function of the movement of ARSU along the x-axis for different values of
the Rician factors Kig,, K, a4, K4R,, and Kg,g.
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Figure 9. The non-optimized and optimized WTEC as a function of the velocity of ARSU for different
task completion time and weight factor of energy consumption of ARSU.

Finally, Figure 10 examines and ascertains the computational effectiveness of the
proposed Algorithm 1 and shows the optimized WTEC for tolerant threshold € = 10~* as a
function of the iteration index. One observes that the optimized scheme closely converges
after about seven iterations for all the combinations of task sizes and numbers of reflecting
elements at RIS units.
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and number of reflecting elements.

6. Conclusions

This paper leveraged a UAV to provide additional computational resources and
ubiquitous connectivity in future IoV networks. As RIS units constitute an emerging
technology for reduced latency as well as improved energy efficiency, this paper also
presented a dual-RIS network configuration and proposed a novel UAV-aided dual-RIS
MEC-enabled IoV network architecture. In this direction, this paper introduced a 3-D
geometrical representation of the entire network, provided an asymptotic WTEC analysis,
and formulated a convex WTEC-aware optimization problem, which is subjected to several
practical constraints. Based on the mathematical derivations and the convenient form of
the closed-form solutions, indicative results are provided, in order to investigate the effect
of the key network parameters on the non-optimized and optimized WTEC. These results
underline that the number of supported vehicles is determined by the number of reflecting
elements and the size of offloaded data. It is also demonstrated that the dual-RIS MEC
deployment significantly outperforms other MEC deployments operating with a single RIS
unit or without RIS units. Moreover, the results revealed that the impact of phase errors on
the WTEC becomes less influential as the number of reflecting elements increases. Since
the weight factor of ARSU and its velocity adjust the propulsion energy consumption, the
results pointed out that using RIS units not only shortens the transmission delay, but also
averts purposeless mobility of ARSU.

Several fertile research areas can be identified to expand this work. For instance,
multiple ARSUs can be deployed to extend the network range, whereas RIS-aided WPT for
flight time prolongation constitutes another interesting research direction. Furthermore,
cooperative multi-RIS transmission with inter-RIS signal reflection can further improve the
beamforming gain.
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