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We read, with tremendous gratitude, Dr. Oleske and Dr. Bogden’s comment in
the International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health titled, “Blood Lead
Concentrations in Newark Children” [1]. We wish to formally thank these authors for
emphasizing that Newark’s children, over many decades, have suffered tremendously, and
that this is an ongoing issue which warrants attention.

Admittedly, including all pertinent history and data in our review article [2] while
staying within scope presented a challenge. Our aim was to briefly describe the relationship
between organized medicine, state and local leaders, and the people of Newark. The
more information we gathered about Newark’s history, the more systemic injustice we
encountered. We found ourselves needing to at least mention complicated topics such as
police violence, the COVID-19 pandemic, redlining, and the HIV/AIDS crisis. We firmly
believe that these issues all contribute to the many well-known, disparate health outcomes
endured by Newark citizens for decades. Nonetheless, we remain acutely aware that
our manuscript is by no means a comprehensive review of even Newark’s recent public
health history.

Dr. Oleske and Dr. Bogden’s piece adds a critical and necessary point to our discussion.
Average pediatric blood lead levels have decreased in Newark over the last forty years,
but unacceptable numbers of Newark children are still being poisoned with lead [3]. We
particularly appreciate the authors’ connection of blood lead poisoning to the topic of
public housing in Newark: as early as 1971, inhalation and/ or ingestion of lead-containing
paint chips could be correlated to poorly-maintained and renovated housing in Newark.
The issue of lead poisoning is particularly tragic, as it represents a systemic, generational
injustice: today’s families are still coping with ramifications of past policy decisions.
Many communities around the country continue to face a similar egregious, preventable,
tragedy [4].

In March 2021, a letter from the New Jersey Department of Health to all health care
providers noted, “Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic children have spent significantly
more time at home, increasing their risk to exposure of lead paint and contaminated
dust” [5]. The letter further describes that, “The number of children with elevated blood
lead levels and the number of hospitalizations also increased in 2020” [5]. We must continue
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to develop evidence-based interventions to mitigate exposure to lead among New Jersey’s
most vulnerable populations. This includes Black and Brown children in disadvantaged
communities such as Newark.

We appreciate the added discussion by Dr. Oleske and Dr. Bogden and are deeply
thankful for these authors’ groundbreaking work to improve the health and wellbeing
of children across the world. This includes, but is not limited to, their relentless work to
identify and treat children with lead poisoning [6–8]. It is time we address these structural
inequities at the source. From our perspective, it is time to fulfil the promises made to the
people of Newark and, most importantly, to its children.
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