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Letter to the Editor: CoVid-19 and type 1 diabetes: @ g

Check for

Every cloud has a silver lining. Searching the na
reason of a lower aggressiveness of the
CoronaVirus disease in type 1 diabetes

We read with great interest the paper from Pitocco et al.
[1], that raises the point of the remarkable absence of clinical
CoV infection in the type 1 diabetic population. The Authors
suggest a search of such cases in subjects with type 1 dia-
betes, who represent a high risk population. We recently pub-
lished a paper on this topic in in the Journal of Medical
Hypotheses [2]. One of the CoAuthors, who is in charge of a
large Diabetes Centre in Sardinia, has made a search in this
area, one of the three with the highest incidence of Type 1 dia-
betes in the world, and has not found cases of clinical CoVid-
19 infection. The same is true in other areas of Italy, Lazio and
Campania where the other Authors work. We have not found
cases also within the adult type 1 population, which makes
unlikely the idea that “the young age” may have a role in
the immunity of these subjects. Furthermore all type 1 dia-
betic subjects share a common genetic background. The sug-
gestion of the Authors [1] that the early application of the
common protective measures to Type 1 population may have
safeguarded them, is equally unlikely because, as recently
proven, the virus was present well before the closure of the
flights from China [3], at least on Dec 1, 2019. This lack of
alternative explanations is consistent with our hypothesis,
that the absence of clinical manifestations of CoV infection
is, at least in part, due to some genetically determined char-
acteristics of their TH1 immunity. The TH1 immunity is one
of the determinants of the Beta cell destruction but, in virtue
of its effectiveness against virus, may be among the protec-
tive body machinery against the CoV-19 virus.
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