
GUNSHOT WOUND : PECULIAR SYMPTOMS 

OF SHOCK. 

By G. FOWLER, 

Major, i.m.s. 

The following case, of gunshot injuries, is 

interesting as tlie symptoms of shock that super- 
vened were quite unusual, more especially as the 
injuries were of a very minor nature. 

Of. S., a man of good physique, was hit by two 
bullets from a service rifle fired by a man that 
had "run amok" on the afternoon of the 18th 

February. The first bullet struck the left thigh 
behind and passed through the hamstrings ; the 
second bullet struck the back of the right thigh 
and went through the skin and subcutaneous 
tissues. In the first case the wounds of entrance 

and exit were exactly similar and were very 
small, while in the second case the wound of 
entrance was small, but the wound of exit was 

oval, bevelled, and about ten times as large as the 
entrance wound. Both wounds were simjjle and 
were treated with Tinct. Iodine and bandaged. 
The general condition of the patient was as 

follows when I saw him 15 minutes after the 

injuries were received. He was very excited, 
and talked a good deal about how he was made 
a target of. His skin was warm and the temper- 
ature normal. The pulse was very slow, 40 per 
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minute, irregular, every 4th or 5th beat being- 
missed, but of fairly full volume. There was 

complete retention of urine and fajces. The 

urine had to be drawn off morning and evening 
for three days and the bowels in spite of 

purgatives did not act till the third day. On the 

fourth morning he was able to pass his urine 

normally. The amount of urine drawn off was 

not great during the three days. Patient had 

never suffered from stricture of the urethra. 

These symptoms, though not the classical ones, 
indicate that the patient suffered from shock even 

though the injuries were of a trivial nature. As 

I have seen no such symptoms described in the 
cases reported from the front I bring this case 

to notice. Recovery has been uneventful and the 
patient is now able to walk about. 


