
population. It is much higher among female sex workers, men
who have sex with men (MSM), people who inject drugs and
migrants. In Casablanca the epidemic is concentrated among
MSM. The aim of this study was to describe the epidemiologic,
clinical and immuno-virological characteristics of people
newly diagnosed with HIV infection managed in the Ibn
Rochd teaching Hospital of Casablanca.
Methods:
A cross-sectional study was performed including patients
newly diagnosed with HIV infection and managed in the
infectious diseases department from January 1st, 2017 to June
30, 2018. Data were collected from patient’s medical records
and were analyzed using SPSS 16. Main outcomes were
presented as mean and pourcentages.
Results:
525 patients newly diagnosed with HIV infection were
managed during the 18 months period in the Infectious
Diseases Department. The mean age was 36.1 years, with a sex
ratio of 1.1. Among them, 43% were single and 61.7% were
unemployed. Heterosexual transmission mode represented
65.5% and MSM represented 23%. The seropositivity was
discovered through an evocative symptom in 47.8% of all
cases. The main clinical symptoms were: weight loss (16.6%)
and oral candidiasis (11.2%). The main opportunistic infec-
tion was tuberculosis (23%). 36.1% of cases were diagnosed at
acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) stage. Medians
of the first CD4 count and viral load performed were
respectively 248/mm3 and 88 174 copies/ml.
Conclusions:
Despite a good antiretroviral coverage, HIV infection is still
diagnosed late in our country. The emphasis must be on the
promotion of voluntary testing mainly among groups at high
risk of infection.
Key messages:
� More active offer of HIV testing, by general practitioners,

should play a crucial role in the early identification of HIV
infections.
� Strategies such as use of preexposure prophylaxis should be

developed to prevent HIV transmission among MSM.
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Background:
Annual influenza vaccine uptake is recommended by the
Portuguese General-Directorate of Health to certain priority
groups. In 2020, amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, some
exceptional measures were adopted to operationalize the
Portuguese influenza vaccination campaign, like the extension
and phasing of the vaccination period. No major changes were
introduced in the vaccination of healthcare workers. In Baixo
Tâmega health cluster (Portugal), it was perceived that these
workers’ vaccine uptake had markedly increased in 2020-2021.
This study aims to compare their influenza vaccination
coverage rates in 2020-2021 to the last 10 seasons.
Methods:
A cross-sectional study of the vaccine uptake among the health
workers of Baixo Tâmega health cluster was developed. A
descriptive analysis was carried out, calculating annual
influenza vaccination coverage rates from 2010-2011 to
2020-2021, in doctors, nurses and other health workers.
Inferential analysis was performed through chi-squared tests

in IBM SPSS Statistics 27.0.1.0., considering significant p-
values<0.05.
Results:
The difference between health workers 2020-2021’s influenza
coverage rate and the last season’s average rates was 22.81%.
Before 2020-2021, average vaccination coverage rates were
51.60% (standard deviation 7.34%, 44.26-58.94%), 60.44%
(standard deviation 4.12%, 56.32-64.56%) and 51.20% (stan-
dard deviation 7.66%, 43.54-58.86%), in doctors, nurses and
other health workers, respectively. In 2020-2021, vaccination
rates significantly increased to 79.34%, 79.52% and 74.24% in
doctors, nurses and others, respectively (p < 0.001).
Conclusions:
Influenza vaccination uptake increased in 2020-2021 among
health workers. Further studies should be developed to
evaluate this tendency on a larger scale and to better
understand its associated factors, which could have been
unstructured awareness-raising campaigns, perception of
protection against COVID-19 or avoidance of COVID-19-
like symptoms and coinfection.
Key messages:
� Influenza vaccination coverage rates increased in 2020-2021

among the healthcare workers of a Portuguese health cluster.
� The COVID-19 pandemic may have contributed to the

increase in the influenza vaccination coverage rates.
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Background:
Many people chronically infected with the hepatitis C virus
(HCV) are not aware of their infection. The benefit of
screening for HCV is earlier treatment with antiviral medica-
tions, which are highly effective and can prevent long-term
complications of chronic HCV such as cirrhosis, liver cancer,
and death. This study aimed to examine the prevalence of
HCV infection and its risk factors among primary health care
patients.
Methods:
The study was carried out in the primary health care centre of
seaport Klaipeda, Lithuania. Patients were invited to partici-
pate in the screening by family doctors, regional media, social
networking sites, and leaflets. Screening for HCV involved a
blood test for the presence of an antibody to HCV (TOYO
rapid test). Those with positive test results and a randomly
selected control group of patients with negative test results
were invited to participate in a telephone interview about
possible risk factors of infection. In total, 1720 patients were
screened. The HCV infected group consisted of 32 patients
(56.3% men, mean age 55.4�9.4 years) and a control group of
96 patients (55.2% men, mean age 54.8�9.5 years).
Results:
The prevalence of HCV infection among screened patients was
1.9%. The odds ratio (OR) of HCV infection in patients who
reported blood transfusions before 1993 was 7.7 (95% CI 2.1-
27.6) compared to those who did not have a blood transfusion
or had later. HCV infection was diagnosed more often among
patients who were blood donors before 1993 compared to
those who were not donors or were later (OR 5.6; 95% CI 2.3-
13.1). Having a tattoo increased the likelihood of HCV
infection by 5.6 times (95% CI 2.1-14.4). Injection of illegal
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