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To the Editor,

We read with interest the systematic review and meta-analysis
by Lee et al. [1] concerning the use of remdesivir for the treatment
of patients with coronavirus disease 2019. The investigators
concluded that there is a high probability that remdesivir reduces
mortality for non-ventilated patients with coronavirus disease
2019 requiring supplemental oxygen therapy.

Eight randomized clinical trials were included, with 10 751
subjects; however, one of these, conducted in Egypt by Abd-
Elsalam et al. [2] and published in The American Journal of Tropical
Medicine and Hygiene, was recently retracted on 2 September 2022
[3] by the journal editors owing to the overlapping and copying of
data with another manuscript and to major concerns related to data
error-checking or validation.

Although the retracted study was already considered by the
investigators at an overall high risk of bias, we strongly suggest not
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to consider these data at all in the systematic review and meta-
analysis.
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