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ABSTRACT: Spiro-molecules derived from the functional spirobifluorene core play
important roles in the frontiers of diverse optoelectronics. The optoelectronics of these
molecules have been intensively studied without yielding a knowledge base of precisely
parameterized photophysical properties. Here, we report the precisely parameterized
photophysics of spiro-OMeTAD, one prototypical optoelectronic spirobifluorene derivative.
The use of a preobtained single-crystalline pure spiro-OMeTAD solid for the solution
preparation allows for accurate determination of its molar absorption coefficient (ε) in its
monomer form. A near-unity photoluminescence quantum yield (ΦL ∼ 99%) was observed
from the monomer solution. The monomer’s photoluminescence decay follows a mono-
exponential channel that results in a lifetime (τ) of ∼ 1.64 ns. Taken together ε, ΦL, and τ
correlate well via the Strickler−Berg equation. The Strickler−Berg relationship among the key
photophysical properties determined on spiro-OMeTAD applies for spirobifluorene
derivatives, as verified in an extended test on the newly created spiro-mF. Practical issues
that may lead to misparameterized photophysical properties of these molecules are emphasized. Our results of the precisely
parameterized photophysical properties of the spiro-OMeTAD monomer in dilute solution serve as background references for
studying the optoelectronic processes in the technically more useful thin-film form in practical optoelectronic devices.

■ INTRODUCTION
Spiro-linkage as a useful molecular designing strategy has
played a substantial role in the rapid progress of the emerging
organic electronics and solution-processed optoelectronics.1−9

In the past two decades, a large number of spiro-compounds
with advanced electronic and optoelectronic functionalities
have been created using this strategy. In particular, two
functional molecular fragments are linked in a perpendicular
arrangement via a spiro-carbon atom that adopts an sp3

hybridized configuration. This allows for remarkably improved
solution processability and morphological tunability, while the
optical and electronic properties of each individual molecular
moiety are retained.3,6

The basic optoelectronic functionality of spiro-compounds is
directly linked to the spiro-core. In particular, a spirobifluorene
core is a prototypical structure based on which a wide array of
spiro-molecules have been created for diverse optoelectronic
applications. While some of the spirobifluorene derivatives
have shown long-standing dominance in the emerging
solution-processed photovoltaics, new alternatives are being
created as well; for example, the long-standing spiro-OMeTAD
[2,2′,7,7′-tetrakis(N,N-di-p-methoxyphenyl-amine)9,9′-spiro-
bifluorene] and the newly demonstrated spiro-mF (see Figure
1a,b) in solution-processed perovskite solar cells (PSCs).3,4

Remarkably, the use of hole-conducting spiro-OMeTAD as a
solid-state replacement to liquid electrolytes led to significantly
improved device stability for both dye-sensitized solar cells
(DSSCs) and PSCs.4,7,8 By the time of writing, the solar-to-

electric power conversion efficiency (PCE) of PSCs have
already excelled among other solution-processed solar
technologies within a remarkably short timeframe based on
the solid-state strategy.10,11

At present, the use of spiro-OMeTAD molecules continues
to set new benchmarks for PSCs.12−15 Recent studies indicate
that enhancing the intermolecular ordering within the solid
thin-film layer could lead to further improved hole-conducting
performance,16,17 pushing the mechanistic studies on the
optoelectronic process within spiro-OMeTAD to the center of
intense focus.18−21 However, precisely parameterized photo-
physical properties of spiro-OMeTAD in its monomer form
remains an outstanding quest. This hinders improved under-
standing on the optoelectronics of this novel molecular hole
conductor and further structural tailoring toward improved
performances.19,22−26 The problems lie in the natural tendency
of incorporating small solvent molecules into the solids of
spiro-molecules. This may lead to inaccurate determination of
the exact molar amount of the sample and eventually
inaccurate calculation of the molar absorption coefficient (ε).
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In fact, disparities beyond instrumental errors have been
witnessed from the reported ε values of spiro-OMeTAD in its
monomer form in dilute solution.9,27

We, therefore, sought to acquire a solid knowledge base
about the key photophysical properties of the spiro-OMeTAD
monomer by avoiding the aforementioned problem of
incorporation. In other words, single-crystalline pure spiro-
OMeTAD solids without incorporating any molecules are
required. Fortunately, a recently reported antisolvent vapor-
assisted crystallization (AVC) method allows obtaining single-
crystalline pure spiro-OMeTAD solids.16 In particular, the use
of dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO) with a relatively larger
molecular size instead of the normally used chlorobenzene
was suggested to avoid solvent incorporation during
crystallization.

■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Single crystals of pure spiro-OMeTAD were obtained via the
AVC method,16 with the experimental details given in the
Experimental Section. Figure 1c shows the crystal structure of
pure spiro-OMeTAD without incorporating any solvent
molecules. Notably, the spiro-OMeTAD molecule is charac-
terized by a rigid three-dimensional (3D) configuration with
the two MeOTAD chains connected perpendicularly via the
central spiro-carbon atom. The perpendicular spiro-linkage of
the two long chains creates large hollow spaces at the
peripheries of the spiro-entirety, allowing for the incorporation
of small solvent molecules therein.

Cocrystallization of spiro-molecules with small solvent
molecules, particularly those used for dissolving them and
controllable solution-base thin-film formation, has been well
demonstrated in previous studies.16,27 To further verify the
natural tendency of cocrystallization between the studied spiro-
OMeTAD molecules and small solvent molecules, we tested
the cocrystallization between spiro-OMeTAD and CCl4, since
the cocrystallization between spiro-OMeTAD and C6H5-Cl has
already been reported eleswhere.9 Note that CCl4 is a nonpolar
solvent whose molecular structure is completely free of π-
electrons.
Analogously to the aforementioned crystallization of pure

spiro-OMeTAD, the AVC method was used. In brief, spiro-
OMeTAD was dissolved in CCl4 in a vial that was then placed
inside a larger vial that contained the antisolvent, CH3OH, in
which spiro-OMeTAD does not dissolve. The antisolvent was
allowed to slowly evaporate into the inner vial, which
eventually caused the solution in the inner vial to become
supersaturated so that not all of the spiro-OMeTAD could be
dissolved. Subsequently, part of the spiro-OMeTAD crystal-
lized out of the solution phase in the form of needle-like single
crystals. The as-obtained single crystals were characterized by
single-crystal X-ray diffraction (SC-XRD), resulting in the
single-crystal structure of spiro-OMeTAD·CCl4, as given in
Figure 1d.
We then replaced CCl4 with C6H5-Cl for a parallel test and

obtained needle-like spiro-OMeTAD·0.5C6H5-Cl single crys-
tals (Figure 1e). Remarkably, the half-molar incorporation of
C6H5-Cl into spiro-OMeTAD solids when crystallized out of

Figure 1. Molecular structures and single-crystal X-ray diffraction (SC-XRD) results. (a, b) Molecular structures of spiro-OMeTAD and spiro-mF,
(c−e) single-crystal structure of the spiro-OMeTAD monomer, spiro-OMeTAD·CCl4, and spiro-OMeTAD·0.5C6H5-Cl; thermal ellipsoids are at
the 30% probability level. Hydrogen atoms are omitted for clarity. C: gray; N: blue; O: red; and Cl: green.
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the solution phase was in exact agreement with the previous
report.9 Thus, the natural tendency of cocrystallization of small
solvent molecules with spiro-OMeTAD is unambiguously
confirmed. This should be taken into account when weighing
the as-received spiro-OMeTAD solid samples for molar
amount calculation and subsequent quantification of photo-
physical properties like the molar absorption coefficient.
We then moved on to the optical characterizations of spiro-

OMeTAD in its monomer form in dilute solution. The use of
the preobtained single-crystalline pure spiro-OMeTAD with-
out any solvent molecules for solution preparation allows for
accurate determination of the solution’s molar concentration.
To keep our study in line with the predominant research
thrust, we used chlorobenzene as the solvent. Note that
chlorobenzene has been the only widely used solvent for
dissolving spiro-OMeTAD and subsequent layer formation for
diverse studies.
The ultraviolet−visible (UV−vis) absorption spectrum of

spiro-OMeTAD in chlorobenzene exhibits a predominant
absorption band that peaks at 390 nm, as shown in Figure 2a,

left. In addition, a shoulder around 370 nm is observed,
consistent with previous observations.23,28,29 The occurrence
of the shoulder structure indicates energy level splitting
between the two spiro-linked OMeTAD chains, as elaborated
by the aid of density functional theory (DFT) calculations.17

εmax (at 390 nm) was determined to be 7.5 × 104 M−1 cm−1,
slightly larger than the frequently reported values ∼6.9 × 104

M−1 cm−1.23

The dilute solution spiro-OMeTAD monomer in chlor-
obenzene exhibits strong photoluminescence (PL) and the
spectrum is displayed in Figure 2a, right. Notably, the PL peak
appears at 428 nm and carries a shoulder at ∼448 nm. At first
sight, the PL spectra lineshape mirrors the first band
absorption well, while the full spectral mirror-image relation-
ship is observed between the PL and the excitation traces (gray
circles in Figure 2a). The mirror-image relationship between
the first band absorption and emission is characteristic of

monomer emission. In addition, recording the PL generated at
different photoexcitation wavelengths results in identical PL
(Figure S1, Supporting Information). Such invariant nature of
PL against varied excitation energies rules out hot excited state
emission, leaving behind the emission that solely occurs from
the thermalized first excited state. On the other hand, the
observed Stokes shift of 38 nm of spiro-OMeTAD is only
about a half of that characterized by the single-chain organic
chromophores that are structurally similar to MeOTAD,28,29

which is due to the enhanced structural rigidity upon spiro-
linkage. The structural rigidity guarantees a minor nuclear
displacement associated with the electronic transition between
its ground and excited states.
We also evaluated the emissivity of the spiro-OMeTAD

monomer in chlorobenzene by measuring its absolute PL
quantum yield (PLQY) with an integrating sphere. Practically,
both the absorbed and the emitted photons were precisely
counted by the equipped time-correlated single-photon
counting (TCSPC) detector. Then, the PLQY is calculated
according to ΦL = NEm/NAbs.

30 In this expression, ΦL is the
absolute PLQY value, NEmis the number of photons emitted,
and NAbs is the number of photons absorbed. The validity of
the integrating sphere and TCSPC detector was verified with
rhodamine 6G, a PLQY standard that is characterized by a
known ΦL of 94% in dilute ethanol solution (Figures S2 and
S3, Supporting Information).30,31

Figure 2b shows the TCSPC data collected in the absolute
PLQY measurement. Note that the excitation wavelength was
set at 380 nm to avoid any energy overlap between the
absorbed and emitted photons. NAbs, NEm, and ΦL are also
reported in Figure 2b. The near-unity PLQY (ΦL = 98.8%)
rules out interchain electronic coupling between the two
perpendicularly oriented MeOTAD fragments, torsional
vibrations, chemical defects along the chains, or impurities as
potential channels that may deactivate the excited state. We
also monitored its PLQY at two higher excitation energies at
375 and 370 nm, demonstrating the invariant ΦL value as a
function of photoexcitation energy (Figure 2c). The TCSPC
data of the PLQY monitored at 370 and 375 nm excitation are
provided in Figure S4a,b in the Supporting Information.
We then proceeded to evaluate the PL-lifetime of the spiro-

OMeTAD monomer in its dilute solution by time-resolved PL
(TRPL) measurements. A picosecond pulsed laser exciting at
400 nm was used as the photoexcitation source. TRPL traces
monitored at 415, 428, 445, 460, 475, and 490 nm are shown
in Figure 3a. Notably, all of the TRPL traces decay over three
decades without much deviation following a pure single-
exponential function.
Figure 3b shows the analyzed details of the TRPL trace

(blue markers) monitored at the PL peak at 428 nm. A single-
exponential fit (green solid line) based on the nonlinear least-
squares (NLLS) analysis is plotted along with the traces. A
reduced chi square is also reported, demonstrating that the
single-exponential function fits the TRPL trace quite well. In
addition, the standard deviation, δk, one more parameter that
evaluates the goodness-of-fit (GOF) is also provided, as shown
in Figure 3c. The overall central symmetric distribution of δk
around the zero-line also indicates high-level GOF. A general
introduction to the NLLS analysis based on exponential
models and the rational evaluation of the GOF are provided in
the Supporting Information. TRPL traces (Figure 3a)
monitored at other wavelengths are also analyzed and the
results are given in Figure S5a−e in the Supporting

Figure 2. Spectroscopic results of the spiro-OMeTAD dilute solution
in chlorobenzene. (a) Absorption (left, solid line), photoluminescence
(PL) (right, solid line), and excitation (left, open circles) spectra. (b)
Time-correlated single-photon counting (TCSPC) data collected the
absolute PL quantum yield (PLQY) measurement. (c) PLQY
(average value from five parallel tests) as a function of the excitation
wavelength.
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Information. As expected, an invariant PL-lifetime of, τ ∼ 1.64
ns, was determined from all cases. PL-lifetimes obtained by
fitting the TRPL traces monitored at different PL-wavelengths
are marked along with the static-PL plot, as shown in Figure
3d.
Taken together, the PLQY and the PL-lifetime, the radiative

rate constant kr is calculated to be 6.03 × 108 s−1 according to
kr = ΦL/τ. Here, it is worthy to remark that the rigid structure
of the spiro-OMeTAD monomer represents an ideal model as
assumed by Strickler and Berg in dealing with the inherent
relationship between the absorption intensity and the PL-
lifetimes of single molecules.32 The Strickler−Berg relation
holds across a wide variety of monomer compounds including
complex coordinated molecule structures.33,34 According to
the Strickler−Berg equation, the radiative rate constant kr0 can
be calculated according to kr

0 = (2.88 × 10−9 ms−1)υ2n2A. In
our case, A denotes the integration of the extinction coefficient
intensity between 22 000 cm−1 and 27 000 cm−1, which
corresponds to the first absorption band of the spiro-
OMeTAD monomer. n denotes the refractive index of the

solution. Since the concentration of spiro-OMeTAD in
chlorobenzene is sufficiently low, the refractive index of
chlorobenzene, n = 1.525, is used instead, and υ denotes the
PL wave number.
The calculated A, kr

0, and τ0 (natural lifetime) are
summarized in Table 1, together with the experimentally
determined natural PL-lifetime, τ. Note that for single-
exponential PL-decaying molecules, τ0 = τ/ΦL and is reciprocal
to the kr

0. Good agreement between the experimentally
determined kr value and the calculated kr

0 is confirmed,
which indicates that the precisely parameterized photophysical
properties of spiro-OMeTAD monomers are accurately
correlated via the Strickler−Berg relationship.
We further found that the Strickler−Berg relationship

between the key photophysical properties as verified from
the spiro-OMeTAD monomer also applies for other
spirobifluorene derivatives, e.g., spiro-mF. The molecular
structure of spiro-mF is given in Figure 1b. Spiro-mF is a
newly created spirobifluorene derivative that has recently led to
benchmark efficiency for PSCs.3 The photophysical results of

Figure 3. TRPL results of the spiro-OMeTAD dilute solution in chlorobenzene. (a) TRPL traces monitored at 415, 428, 445, 460, 475, and 490
nm. (b) TRPL trace (open circles) monitored at the PL peak at 428 nm along with a single-exponential fit (solid line). (c) Standard deviation
associated with a single-exponential fit to the TRPL trace monitored at 428 nm. (d) PL-lifetimes (right, solid squares) against the monitored PL-
wavelengths plotted along with the normalized static PL (left). The error bar only reflects the fitting uncertainty.
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the spiro-mF monomer in dilute solution of chlorobenzene are
grouped in Figure 4. In particular, Figure 4a shows the static
absorption, PL, and excitation spectra of spiro-mF in
chlorobenzene. Notably, spiro-mF exhibits an absorption
onset around 430 nm, which is basically the same as that
observed for spiro-OMeTAD (Figure 2a). However, the peak
position of its first band absorption is blue-shifted by 2 nm
with respect to spiro-OMeTAD, which is most likely due to the
introduction of electronically more negative fluorine elements.
The PL spectrum of spiro-mF is a bit wider than that of spiro-
OMeTAD. The full widths at half-maximum (FWHM)
exhibited by the PL of both spiro-mF and spiro-OMeTAD
are summarized in Table 1, together with the other important
photophysical parameters. The PL-lifetime of ∼1.47 ns was
obtained from the TRPL results of spiro-mF (Figure 4b). The
absolute PLQY measurements resulted in a ΦL value of ∼99%
for spiro-mF (Figure 4c). Summarized together, the Strickler−
Berg relationship applies for both spiro-OMeTAD and spiro-
mF (Table 1). Very likely, the Strickler−Berg relationship may
well apply for the whole family of spirobifluorene derivatives.
The precisely parameterized photophysical properties

(absorption coefficient, PL-lifetime, and PLQY) of spiro-
OMeTAD monomers and their inherent correlations via the
Stickler−Berg relationship can be referred as the background
knowledge. Based on this, the consequent spectral changes in
their thin-film form can be better understood and implicated.
Technically, the solid thin-film form of the functional
spirobifluorene derivatives is more important for practical
optoelectronic applications. In this regard, we also charac-
terized the photophysical properties of spiro-OMeTAD in the
thin-film form. Practically, the spiro-OMeTAD thin-film is
prepared precisely according to the fully matured procedures

developed along with solution-processed solar cell fabrication.
In general, the prepared amorphous thin film is boundary-free
(Figure S6, Supporting Information) and uniform in thickness
∼184 nm (Figure S7, Supporting Information). The normally
used salt additives are avoided, thereby ruling out any extrinsic
effects on the photophysical responses.
Figure 5a shows the static absorbance and front-face PL of

the amorphous spiro-OMeTAD thin film. Characters of
random aggregates shown by the broad structureless first
absorption band as well as the long tail that extends far toward
long wavelengths are demonstrated (Figure 5a, left). In
contrast, the PL spectrum of the amorphous spiro-OMeTAD
thin film exhibits the basic character of monomer emission
without any fingerprints of aggregate emissions (Figure 5a,
right). In fact, a better-resolved shoulder structure character-
istic of spiro-OMeTAD monomer emission is observed from
the solid thin film. This is probably due to the reduced
freedom of each individual spiro-OMeTAD molecule in the
solid thin films compared to the free mobile monomer in the
dilute solution.
Although the PL from the thin film also emanates

predominantly from monomer emission, the absolute PLQY
is significantly decreased. As measured, the absolute PLQY of
spiro-OMeTAD thin films is typically below 10%. Figure 5b
shows the typical absolute PLQY result of the thin films. The
much lower PLQY indicates nonradiative deactivation of the
excited state that occurs in a much faster way in the solid thin
films. Since the thin film is free of additive impurities, the
nonradiative excited state deactivation can only occur in an
intermolecular way, which may account for intermolecular
charge hopping, with much advantage to its hole-conducting
functionality in the thin-film form as used in practical
optoelectronic devices.
We also checked the PL-lifetime of the spiro-OMeTAD thin

film (Figure 5c). It was found that the TRPL traces (gray
makers in Figure 5c) of the thin film could not be as well fitted
using one single-exponential function as in the monomer case.
The mono-exponential fit (solid blue line in Figure 5c) leads to
a poor reduced chi square value of 4.321, as shown in Figure
5d, together with the large standard deviations. Biexponential
functions fit the TRPL trace better, yielding an improved
reduced chi square value of 1.366, as shown in Figure 5e,
together with the standard deviation. The bi-exponential fitting
plot, the green dashed line, is also shown along with the TRPL
traces in Figure 5b. The two lifetime components obtained
from the biexponential fit are also shown in Figure 5b. As
expected, two much shorter lifetime components with τ1 of ∼

Table 1. Photophysical Parameters of Spiro-OMeTAD and
Spiro-mF Dilute Solution in Chlorobenzene

sample spiro-OMeTAD spiro-mF

λmax
Abs (nm) 390 388
λmax
PL (nm) 428 421
εmax (M

−1 cm−1) 7.45 × 104 8.22 × 104

FWHM (nm) 47 58
τ (ns) 1.64 1.47
ΦL 98.8% 99%
kr
0 (s−1) 6.27 × 108 6.8 × 108

τ0
a (ns) 1.59 1.47

τ0
b (ns) 1.66 1.48

aCalculated data. bExperimental data.

Figure 4. Spectroscopic results of the spiro-mF dilute solution in chlorobenzene. (a) Absorption (left, solid line), PL (right, solid line), and
excitation (left, open circles) spectra. (b) TRPL traces (gray markers) monitored at 421 nm along with the mono-exponential fit (blue solid line).
(c) TCSPC data collected from the absolute PLQY measurement.
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0.61 ns and τ2 ∼ 0.21 ns are determined, indicating much faster
deactivation of the excited carriers in the thin-film form. More
in-depth studies are required to fully understand the electronic
transporting mechanism in the solid thin films of spiro-
OMeTAD and other functional spirobifluorene derivatives.

■ CONCLUSIONS
In summary, using preobtained single-crystalline pure spiro-
OMeTAD without incorporating any solvent molecules for
solution preparation, we precisely parameterized the basic
photophysical properties of spiro-OMeTAD in its monomer
form in dilute solution. We found that the precise para-
meterized molar absorption coefficient, PL-lifetime, and the
absolute PLQY of spiro-OMeTAD monomers correlate well
via the Strickler−Berg equation. Thus, quantified correlation-
ship applies well for other spirobifluorene derivatives and
probably the whole family of spirobifluorene derivatives. Our
characterization is largely standardized and the results of the
precisely paramaterized photophysical properties of the long-
standing hole conductor spiro-OMeTAD can serve as a
background reference knowledge for further in-depth mecha-
nistic studies on their optoelectronic functionalities.

■ EXPERIMENTAL SECTION

Materials. Spiro-OMeTAD (purity ≥ 99.5%, product no.
PLT502011T) and spiro-mF (product no. PLT502191T) were
purchased from Xi’an Polymer Light Technology Corp.
Chlorobenzene (sublimated purity, product no. 01007005),
CCl4 (product no. 01162305), DMSO (product no.
01104495), methanol (product no. 01104357), ethanol
(product no. 01376276), and rhodamine 6G (product no.

01474150) were purchased from Shanghai Titan Technology
Co., Ltd. All reagents were used as-received.

Solution Preparation. Spiro-OMeTAD (0.2 mg) and
spiro-mF (0.2 mg) were fully dissolved in chlorobenzene under
stirring, yielding 10 mL of clear solution in a volumetric flask.
Then, the clear solution was transferred into scrupulously clean
quartz cuvettes for spectroscopic characterizations. For
crystallization, the solution was prepared by dissolving 20 mg
of spiro-OMeTAD, respectively, in DMSO (4 mL), CCl4 (4
mL), and chlorobenzene (4 mL). After stirring at room
temperature for 4 h in a closed vial in the dark, the solution
was filtered through a syringe filter (Ø = 0.22 μm) prior to
placing into an outer larger vial that was filled with the
antisolvent. The standard rhodamine 6G solution in ethanol
was of 0.002 mg/mL concentration for PLQY verifications.

Crystal Growth. Antisolvent vapor-assisted crystallization
(AVC), which has been proved to be effective for growing
high-quality spiro-OMeTAD single crystals, has been used to
grow high-quality single crystals of both the spiro-OMeTAD
monomer and its mixed form cocrystallized with the solvent
molecules, as discussed in this study. In particular, the filtered
solution (∼4 mL) of spiro-OMeTAD in CCl4 (5 mg/mL) was
equally divided into four vials (5 mL), and then was placed
inside a big vial (10 mL) containing methanol (∼5 mL). The
outer vial was closed tightly and transferred into a nitrogen-
filled glovebox. Once transferred, the crystallization systems
were covered in the dark and kept stable at room temperature.
Slow evaporation of the antisolvent, methanol, into the
solution of spiro-OMeTAD triggered the crystallization of
spiro-OMeTAD·CCl4 at room temperature. Single crystals of
spiro-OMeTAD and spiro-OMeTAD·0.5C6H5-Cl were ob-

Figure 5. Spectroscopic results of amorphous spiro-OMeTAD thin films. (a) Absorbance (left) and PL (right) spectra. (b) TCSPC data collected
from the absolute PLQY measurement. (c) TRPL traces (open circles) monitored at 430 nm along with mono- (solid line) and biexponential
(dashed line) fits. (d) and (e) Standard deviations associated with the mono- and biexponential fit. Reduced chi squares are also reported,
demonstrating that the biexponential fit performs better than the mono-exponential one.
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tained using the same procedures, simply by changing to the
right solution in the inner vials.
Thin-Film Fabrication. The amorphous spiro-OMeTAD

thin film was prepared in full accordance to the fully matured
spin-coating method, which is widely used in practical solar cell
device fabrication. In particular, 72 mg of spiro-OMeTAD was
dissolved in chlorobenzene (1 mL), forming a clear solution
that was then subjected to prolonged stirring for 4 h at room
temperature. The solution was filtered through a syringe filter
(Ø = 0.22 μm) prior spin coating onto the precleaned 1 × 1
cm2 quartz substrates. The substrates were washed in an
ultrasonic cleaner with an abstergent, deionized water, acetone,
and isopropanol, with each step taking 15 min. Once cleaning
was done, the wet substrates were dried with a nitrogen gas
gun and put into a plasma cleaning machine to fully remove
any potential organic residues. Spiro-OMeTAD thin films were
coated on the quartz substrate by spinning (3000 rpm, 30 s),
and eventually dried under vacuum at 60°C for 4 h.
Atomic Force Microscopy (AFM). The surface top-

ography and height profile of the spiro-OMeTAD film sample
were characterized by Asylum MFP-3D atomic force
microscopy (AFM). A scalpel was applied to make two
scratches on the surface of the freshly prepared film for height
measurement. AC mode was used for the surface imaging
scanning, with the driving frequency set near the preoptimized
resonance frequency for all of the following morphological
imaging. With the probe scanning back and forth on the
sample surface, the surface morphology was recorded by a
piezoelectric sensor and displayed for analysis.
Single-Crystal X-ray Diffraction (SC-XRD). A colorless

single-crystal specimen with a long sheet-like shape was
scooped into a microloop and mounted on a Bruker D8
Venture for SC-XRD characterization. The diffractometer is
equipped with a Iμs 3.0 X-ray source (Mo Kα, λ = 0.71073 Å)
and Photon II detector. Combined φ and ω scans allow us to
minimize the data collection time, while retaining the
maximized resolution and multiplicity of observations. The
X-ray diffraction data were collected under ambient laboratory
conditions, and the crystal structure was solved and refined
using the Bruker SHELXTL software package. Detailed crystal
structure information is summarized in Table S1 in the
Supporting Information.
Elemental Analysis. The bulk purity and stoichiometry of

the as-grown single crystals were checked by elemental
analysis. Calcd for spiro-OMeTAD: C, 79.39; H, 5.59; N,
4.57. Found: C, 78.97; H, 5.68; N, 4.62. Calcd for spiro-mF: C,
74.99; H, 4.97; N, 4.32. Found: C, 74.75; H, 4.92; N, 4.36.
Calcd for spiro-OMeTAD·CCl4: C, 71.41; H, 4.97; N, 4.06.
Found: C, 71.35; H, 4.99; N, 4.04. Calcd for spiro-OMeTAD·
0.5C6H5-Cl: C, 78.72; H, 5.54; N, 4.37. Found: C, 78.68; H,
5.57; N, 4.39.
UV−Vis Absorption. The absorbance of spiro-OMeTAD

and spiro-mF solutions was recorded in a transmission mode
using a Shimadzu UV-2600 spectrometer. The colorless
solvent chlorobenzene was checked prior to testing the
solutions, showing no reference absorption in the character-
ization range between 300 and 600 nm.
Steady-State Photoluminescence (PL). The steady-state

PL was recorded using a FluoTime 300 fluorometer
(PicoQuant) equipped with two light sources. A 300 W
coaxial xenon arc lamp with a parabolic reflector was used as
the excitation light source. Setting the PL detection range

between 390 and 600 nm while verifying the excitation
wavelength yields duplicate spectra in their normalized form.

Excitation Spectrum. The excitation spectrum of the
spiro-OMeTAD and spiro-mF solutions was recorded with a
xenon lamp on FluoTime 300, with the monitoring emission
fixed at 460 nm. In addition, we also monitored the excitation
spectra at 465 and 470 nm, which yielded identically the same
result as the case for 460 nm.

Photoluminescence Quantum Yield (PLQY). The
absolute PLQY measurements of the spiro-OMeTAD solution,
spiro-mF solution, and rhodamine 6G solution were performed
on a FluoTime 300 spectrometer equipped with an integrating
sphere. In particular, a xenon lamp was used as the excitation
light source, exciting the spiro-OMeTAD and spiro-mF
solution samples at 380 nm. Pure chlorobenzene solvent was
used as the blank reference. The absorbed photons were
numbered in the range between 370 and 390 nm, while the
emitted photons were numbered between 390 and 600 nm, as
shown in Figure 2b in the main text as displayed in different
colors. Then, the absolute PLQY of the spiro-OMeTAD
solution was equated by dividing the total number of emitted
photons by the total number of absorbed photons. In parallel,
the absolute PLQY value obtained in this way for rhodamine
6G was 94.2%, in strict agreement with the known standard
value, thereby validating our PLQY measurements.

Time-Resolved Photoluminescence (TRPL). TRPL
characterizations were also performed on the FluoTime 300
spectrometer equipped with a time-correlated single-photon
counting (TCSPC) detector. The pulsed LDH 405 laser diode
(λ = 400 nm) with a repetition rate set at 32 MHz was used as
the excitation source. The TRPL traces were spectrally
resolved using a single-grating spectrometer and acquired
using a time-correlated detector operated in single-photon
counting mode. All of the TRPL traces of the spiro-OMeTAD
samples probed at different positions were recorded with the
same repetition rate, laser intensity, and pulse width.
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