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Abstract
Introduction

Alcohol dependence syndrome (ADS) is a medical condition characterized by regular and excessive
consumption of alcohol. ADS is a brain disorder wherein people consume alcohol despite knowing the
physical, social, and financial consequences. Zinc and magnesium are microelements that are essential in
the proper functioning of human physiological and biological processes. However, the homeostasis of these
microelements' is disturbed among ADS patients. The present study aims to assess Zinc and magnesium
activities among ADS patients and age-matched controls.

Methods

The study included 100 ADS patients and an equal number of the control group and was conducted between
August and September 2021. The study was performed after acquiring approval from the institutional ethics
committee. All the study cases were patients attending the department of Psychiatry, RVM Institute of
Medical Sciences & Research Centre who were diagnosed with ADS. Both groups used the colorimetric
method on ERBA Chem 5+ semi autoanalyzer to estimate serum zinc and magnesium levels.

Results

Among the 100 cases of ADS, 84 (84%) were males, and 16 (16%) were females. Patients were between the
age group of 20 and 68 (mean: 42.8 years). Of the 100 controls, 84 (84%) were males, and 16 (16%) were
females with a mean age of 43.1 years. The activities of Zinc among ADS patients and the control group were
88.53+18.7 pg/dL and 144.9+38.47 pg/dL (p<0.0001), respectively. The activities of magnesium among the
ADS patients and the control group were 1.96+0.46 mg/dL and 2.88+0.4 mg/dL (p<0.0001), respectively.

Conclusions

The activities of Zinc and magnesium have been noted to be significantly lower among ADS patients.
Because both these microelements play a vital role in human cells' metabolic and physiologic activities,
therapeutic interventions to compensate for such deficiencies while managing ADS patients may prove
beneficial.
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Introduction

Alcohol use disorder or alcoholism is a severe problem for public health. People with this disorder consume
alcohol very frequently and in excess amounts despite knowing its ill effects [1,2]. Alcohol is a potent
substance that causes acute and chronic changes in almost all neurochemical systems and can produce
psychological symptoms, including depression, anxiety, and psychosis [3]. An estimate by the National
Family Health Survey (NFHS) of India shows that 32% of adult men and <5% of women consume

alcohol [4,5]. According to a World Health Organization (WHO) report in 2018, the estimated percentage of
people diagnosed with alcohol use disorder in India was 9.1% and 0.5% among males and females. However,
people suffering from alcohol dependence syndrome (ADS) were 7% and 0.4% among males and females,
respectively [6].

How to cite this article
Pavuluri P, Jangili S, Ryakam L, et al. (April 26, 2022) The Activities of Zinc and Magnesium Among Alcohol Dependence Syndrome Patients: A
Case-Control Study From a Tertiary Care Teaching Hospital in South India. Cureus 14(4): €24502. DOI 10.7759/cureus.24502


https://www.cureus.com/users/33884-pratyusha-pavuluri
https://www.cureus.com/users/355679-sharanya-jangili
https://www.cureus.com/users/355676-likhitha-ryakam
https://www.cureus.com/users/16858-sabitha-vadakedath
https://www.cureus.com/users/355663-sarat-chandan-tummalacharla
https://www.cureus.com/users/339044--deepthi-kondu
https://www.cureus.com/users/11384-venkataramana-kandi

Cureus

ADS patients experience symptoms that include a strong urge to consume alcohol, difficulties in controlling
the urge, physiological withdrawal state when substance use has seized/reduced, evidence of tolerance,
progressive neglect of alternative pleasures/interests, and persistent use despite clear evidence of overtly
harmful health effects [7]. Despite this, only about 1 in 180 individuals with ADS report getting in-patient
treatment/ hospitalization [8]. Alcoholism was previously found associated with magnesium and zinc
microelement deficiencies. The cause for this was noted to be multifactorial and included poor nutrition,
increased excretion, internal redistribution, and altered transporters [9,10].

Zinc is an essential micronutrient that plays a vital role in cell proliferation, growth, apoptosis, wound
healing, and taste sensation. Zinc also enhances the action of insulin, helps the immune system fight off
invading microbes, and plays a significant role in major molecular mechanisms such as replication,
transcription, translation, gene expression, and gene regulation [11,12].

Magnesium is an essential microelement that acts as a cofactor for more than 300 enzymes. It is useful for
numerous cellular functions such as skeletal muscle contraction and relaxation, neuromuscular conduction,
myocardial contraction, and maintenance of blood pressure [13]. Besides these, magnesium plays a vital role
in protein and nucleic acid synthesis, bone mineralization, regulating active transmembrane transport of
various cations and anions, and maintaining blood glucose levels [14].

In the present study, we aimed to estimate the activities of Zinc and magnesium in ADS patients and
compared them with the control group.

Materials And Methods

This case-control study was performed after acquiring approval from the institutional ethics committee
(IEC/RVMIMS &RC/2021/01/04). The study was carried out on patients diagnosed with ADS in the
department of Psychiatry, RVM Institute of Medical Sciences & Research Centre, Telangana, South India.
The study was done between August and September 2021 and included two groups, cases (100), and an age
and sex-matched control group (100).

Inclusion and exclusion criteria

All patients who agreed to provide consent for participation, patients aged more than 18 years, including
males and females, and patients diagnosed with ADS were included in the study. People with
immunodeficiency disorders, other chronic illnesses, protein-energy malnutrition, pregnant women and
lactating mothers, individuals aged less than 18 years, patients already on multivitamins and mineral
therapy, occasional alcohol users, and individuals with opiates, amphetamine, tobacco, and other drug
dependence were excluded from the study.

Three milliliters of venous blood were collected in a plain red vacutainer from all the study participants.
Serum zinc and magnesium levels were estimated in both cases and control groups using the colorimetric
method on ERBA Chem 5+ semi autoanalyzer.

Serum zinc was estimated using Nitro-PAPS (2-(5-nitro-2-pyridylazo)-5-(N-propyl-N-sulfopropylamino)
phenol disodium salt dihydrate) that binds with Zinc in an alkaline medium and forms a purple-colored
complex which is measured by a spectrometer at 570 nm. Serum Magnesium was estimated using calmagite
dye method. Calmagite is a metallo-chromatic indicator that binds with magnesium in an alkaline medium,
forms a red-colored complex, and is measured by a spectrometer at 510 to 550 nm. The normal serum zinc
and serum magnesium levels were 70-120 pg/dL and 1.7-2.6 mg/dL, respectively.

Statistical analysis

The baseline characteristics of the study participants were entered into Microsoft Excel 2019 and were used
for data analysis. The data were presented as percentages, mean and standard deviation (SD), and a student
t-test was performed. A p-value < 0.05 was considered statistically significant. SPSS software version 21
(IBM Corp., Armonk, NY) was applied to perform the analyses.

Results

Among the 100 cases of ADS patients recruited for the study, 84 (84%) were males, and 16 (16%) were
females. The patients included were between 20 and 68 years (mean age of 42.8 years). Of the 100 control
group patients selected, 84 (84%) were males, and 16 (16%) were females. The control patients were between
22 and 67 years (mean age of 43.1 years).

The activities of Zinc in ADS patients was 88.53+18.7 pg/dL, and in controls, it was 144.9+38.47 pg/dL. A
statistically significant variation was observed among cases and controls regarding Zinc (p-value <0.0001).
Results also demonstrated that 18% of ADS patients had low serum zinc levels (<70 pg/dL), and the
remaining 82% had serum zinc levels within the normal limits (70-120 pg/dL).

The activities of magnesium in ADS patients was 1.96 * 0.46 mg/dL, and in controls, it was 2.88+0.4 mg/dL. A
statistically significant variation was observed among cases and controls regarding magnesium (p-value
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<0.0001). Results also revealed that 32% of ADS patients had low serum magnesium levels (<1.7 mg/dL) and
remaining 68% had normal serum magnesium levels (1.7-2.6 mg/dL). The details of the serum activities of
both Zinc and magnesium among ADS patients and the control group can be viewed in Table 1.

Subjects/Parameter Zinc (pg/dL) Magnesium (mg/dL)
Controls (Mean+SD) 144.9+38.47 2.88+0.40

ADS patients (Mean+SD) 88.53+18.70 1.96+0.46

p-value <0.0001* <0.0001*

TABLE 1: The activities of serum zinc and magnesium among ADS patients and controls

* Statistically significant; ADS: Alcohol dependence syndrome

Discussion

Alcoholism and ADS are ubiquitous public health-related problems found throughout the world. An ADS
patient presents with symptoms that include severe and unstoppable craving for alcohol-containing drinks.
ADS patients consume excessive quantities of alcohol and suffer from withdrawal symptoms in the absence
of alcohol intake. These patients suffer from social, financial, physical, and psychological imbalances both
during the addiction and while undergoing de-addiction treatment [15].

Previous research has shown that ADS patients are predisposed to Zinc (hypozincemia) and magnesium
(hypomagnesemia) deficiencies [16-21]. This was attributed to various reasons that include alcohol-induced
diuresis (excessive urination) and liver failure resulting in abnormal absorption and transport, among
others [22,23]. Because zinc is an essential microelement involved in the metabolism of alcohol, its
deficiency may trigger delayed clearance of alcohol in ADS patients. Hypozincemia also results in the lack of
the body's ability to repair DNA and causes excessive production of reactive oxygen species (ROS)/free
radicals that enhance lipid peroxidation and thus damage the cells [24]. Low zinc activities also cause
neuronal damage/death and thereby affect the brain's activities/functions, which could present as
hyperexcitability and depression among ADS patients [25].

Magnesium deficiency among ADS patients is a consequence of the alcohol's effects on the kidneys and liver
and their functions resulting in decreased absorption and transportation [26]. Magnesium deficiency may
also be due to reduced dietary intake, malnutrition, and abnormalities in the gastrointestinal functions that
present as diarrhea and steatorrhea. Hypomagnesemia predisposes ADS patients to cell damage, cardiac
arrhythmias, prothrombotic effects, and convulsions [27].

In the present study, the deficiency of Zinc and magnesium was observed in 20-30% of ADS patients. This
could be attributed to interference at multiple levels, such as absorption, distribution, metabolism, function,
and excretion. Moreover, hypozincemia and hypomagnesemia lead to electrolyte imbalance, enzymatic
dysfunction, lipid peroxidation, and cell death. This ultimately affects the brain and results in
neurotransmitter dysfunction, defective neuromuscular transmission, neuronal damage, and alterations in
neurotransmitter levels. The ADS patients present with symptoms like hyperexcitability due to an imbalance
between glutamate and Gamma-aminobutyric acid (GABA) signaling. Changes in the GABA system and
mesolimbic pathway can contribute to the anxiogenic and aversive effects of alcohol and lead to relapse for
drinking that presents as repetitive and compulsive behavior in ADS patients.

Recently, a few studies reported co-deficiency of Zinc and copper in alcoholic patients who presented with
scaly eczematous skin lesions and malaise [28,29]. The patients also showed abnormalities in blood,
electrolyte, kidney, and liver function. These reports also suggested that supplementation of both Zinc and
copper reversed the skin lesions and organ functions. The role of impaired kidney function in the
development of magnesium deficiency among alcohol use disorder patients was recently reported [30]. Such
studies impress that alcoholism-induced microelement deficiencies may be more prevalent than previously
assumed. Moreover, therapeutic supplementation of the deficient microelements could improve ADS
patients' management.

Conclusions

The serum activities of microelements like Zinc and magnesium are rarely analyzed in people living in low
socioeconomic and developing countries like India. However, estimating their activities among ADS patients
assumes increased significance because the homeostasis of such microelements is greatly disturbed in these
patients. Regular evaluation of the serum activities of essential microelements, including Zinc and
magnesium, among ADS patients, can help physicians treating such patients predict and appropriately
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manage neurological and psychological complications. More evidence-based studies in large groups are
required to understand the exact role of these and other essential microelements in developing
neuropsychological manifestations related to ADS. Furthermore, research evidence is required to
understand the necessity of pharmacological administration of these microelements in treating and
managing patients with ADS.
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