Response to Comments

Evaluation of analgesic effects
and hemodynamic responses
of epidural ropivacaine in
laparoscopic abdominal
surgeries: A randomized
control trial

We thank the authors for their interest in this article. The
role of epidural analgesia in reducing the risk of pulmonary
aspiration has been established!"! and in the reduction of
postoperative ileus as per the earlier Enhanced Recovery
After Surgery (ERAS) guidelines.’?! We regret the error in
the reference provided. In the meta-analysis by Guay,?! both
laparoscopic and open abdominal surgeries were included.
While epidural administration reduces pain in both open and
laparoscopic surgeries, return of bowel function was largely in
open surgery and reduction in the length of hospital stay was
seen only in open surgery, leaving its utility in laparoscopic
surgery unanswered. Yanagimoto’s! study suggests the
positive impact of epidural administration in laparoscopic
surgeries. | hese were added to highlight the conflict on the
positive impact of an epidural in laparoscopic surgeries; and
other references for and against have been included in the
manuscript. The lack of blinding could have been mentioned in
the limitations and we regret the oversight. We were unfamiliar
with paravertebral blocks or erector spinae catheters at the time
of this study and documentation of time to bowel recovery was
not clearly defined. We also believe that pain occurs at different
points of surgery besides pneumoperitoneum, and adjuvant
agents could be used at the discretion of the anesthesiologist.

Financial support and sponsorship
Nil.

Conflicts of interest
There are no conflicts of interest.

Dipti Jayadevan, Lakshmi Kumar,
Rekha Varghese, Sindhu Balakrishnan,
Shyamsundar P, Rajesh Kesavan

Department of Anaesthesiology and Critical Care, Amrita Institute of
Medical Sciences, Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham, Kochi, Kerala, India

Address for correspondence: Dr. Lakshmi Kumar,

Department of Anaesthesiology, Amrita Institute of Medical Sciences,
Kochi, Kerala, India.

E-mail: lakshmi.k.238@gmail.com

References

1. Popping DM, Elia N, Marret E, Remy C, Tramér MR. Protective
effects of epidural analgesia on pulmonary complications after
abdominal and thoracic surgery: A meta-analysis. Arch Surg
2008;143:990-9.

2. Gustafsson UO, Scott MJ, Schwenk W, Demartines N, Roulin D,
Francis N, et al. Guidelines for perioperative care in elective
colonic surgery: Enhanced recovery after surgery (ERAS®) Society
recommendations. Clin Nutr 2012;31:783-800.

3. Guay J, Nishimori M, Kopp S. Epidural local anaesthetics versus
opioid based analgesic regimens for postoperative gastrointestinal
paralysis, vomiting, and pain after abdominal surgery. Cochrane
Database Syst Rev 2016;7:CD001893.

4. Yanagimoto Y, Takiguchi S, Miyazaki Y, Mikami J, Makino T,
Takahashi T, et al. Comparison of pain management after
laparoscopic distal gastrectomy with and without epidural
analgesia. Surg Today 2016;46:22934.

This is an open access journal, and articles are distributed under the
terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike
4.0 License, which allows others to remix, tweak, and build upon the
work non-commercially, as long as appropriate credit is given and
the new creations are licensed under the identical terms.

Access this article online

Quick Response Code:

Website:
https://journals.lww.com/joacp

DOI:
10.4103/joacp.joacp_352_22

How to cite this article: Jayadevan D, Kumar L, Varghese R, Balakrishnan S,
Shyamsundar P, Kesavan R. Evaluation of analgesic effects and hemodynamic
responses of epidural ropivacaine in laparoscopic abdominal surgeries:
A randomized control trial. J Anaesthesiol Clin Pharmacol 2024;40:366.

Submitted: 26-Sep-2022

Accepted: 27-Sep-2022 Published: 16-May-2024

366 © 2024 Journal of Anaesthesiology Clinical Pharmacology | Published by Wolters Kluwer - Medknow





