
	 www.PRSGlobalOpen.com	 1

From the Plastic Surgery Hospital, Chinese Academy of Medical 
Sciences and Peking Union Medical College, Beijing, People’s 
Republic of China.
Copyright © 2020 The Authors. Published by Wolters Kluwer Health, 
Inc. on behalf of The American Society of Plastic Surgeons. This 
is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative 
Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives License 4.0 
(CCBY-NC-ND), where it is permissible to download and share the 
work provided it is properly cited. The work cannot be changed in 
any way or used commercially without permission from the journal.
Plast Reconstr Surg Glob Open 2020;8:e2922; doi: 10.1097/
GOX.0000000000002922; Published online 25 June 2020.)

An Ambiguous and Misleading Description
Shuai Qiang, PhD; Feng Yong Li, PhD; Yu Zhou, PhD; Qiang Li, PhD

Sir,

We have read Dr. Khalil’s1 article published in 2016; we 
know it is about 4 years since its release, and we are 

deeply impressed by the satisfactory results of their proce-
dure. However, herein, we have to point out an unclear 
claim of their study, which mentioned that their method 
is the first to repair recurrent rectovaginal fistula. To the 
best of our knowledge, similar procedures had already 
been described by Dr. Cardon2 in 1999 and later by Dr. 
Monstrey3 in 2001.

The internal pudendal perforator thigh flap/
Singapore flap/Lotus flap was first described by Wee and 
Joseph4 in 1989. Its versatility has been demonstrated in 
some fields but is not so commonly applied in rectovaginal 
fistula. In consideration of the authority and popularity of 
this journal, we would not expect researchers to cite an 
ambiguous view in the future.
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