CASE OF LARYNGISMUS STRIDULUS.

Reported by R. NUGENT, L.R.C.P. &§,, Edin. & Glasgow,

Assistant to the 1st Resident-Surgeon, Presidency
General Hogpital.

Laryngismus Stridulus bej_ng rather au
uncommon affection iu the adult, the following
case, treated in Dpr. J. Fffenoh Mullen's

ward, at the pregidency General Hospital, may-
prove interesting: = .

Harry Westerman, seaman, w== admitted into
the General Hospital o= the 15th November

1888. His condition, o= admission, was as
follows :?Both tonsils are large and inflamed .

cannot swallow solid food; temperature 98?F. ,
says that he suffered from inflammation of the
larynx Si%¥ years ago, for which the gperation
of tracheotomy w== performed. Ordered to
have tonsils touched with nitrate of silver
solution, also steam inhalation (yit} Tinct.
Benzoin Co. 3ij to 0.1 gdded), and internally,
Acid Hydroch. dil. m.x, Tiuct. Ferri Perchd.
m.x, Aqua |i t.d



May, 1889.]

8 p.m. Had gpgsmodic closure of glottis,
-\vliicli was relieved by the steam inhalation;
ordered Bromide of Potassium draught, and
Stromonium cigarettes. 16th, same treatment;

tonsils still inflamed ; mo recurrence Of gpagn.

17th, one spasm to-day, lasting for a few seconds
18th and 19th, has had three spasms since 17th,

relieved by inhalation. 20th,
tonsils subsiding: Ordered, Bromide of Potas-
sium gr. xxx, three times a day. 28th, has had
ne gpasm of glottis since 19th, had a spasm
of short duration early this morning. 30th, had
several spasms to-day. Patient weak and de-
pressed. Tr. Cannab. Ind. n. x, added to Bromid.
Mixture. 4th December, had two gpagms to-
day of short duration. Lining of left nostril
observed to be thickened and somewhat inflamed.
Cocaine solution (grs. iv to sii) applied. 13th,
lias been getting spasms every day the
9th gevere, and 1asting for 30 seconds or more.
Patient down,
exhausted.

15th.?Throat examined with laryngoscope;
no abnormal Had several

inflammation of

since

cannot lie and is much

very

appearances. spasms
during the night. Chloral Hydrate gr. ==
substituted for Cannabis Indica; Ext.
Belladonnae applled to throat, externally, over
which a poultice was laid on.

24th.?Spasms nearly every day Since 1sth,

left nasal canal more congested; touched with

solution of nitrate of silver. Complains ol

severe geeipital pain ; and nurses ggy that he
is not quite rational at times. Chloral omitted.

31lst.?No improvement. Left tonsil plugged
with lint soaked in gylphate ©f copper-solution
(5 gr.?31).

12th January 1889.7?Has been free from
spasms since the left nostril was plugged
in the manner mentioned, and is now quite well
in every respect. Discharged.

Remarks.?This case

was a2 puzzling one,
and the gpaemg Of the glottis were from time to
time referred to different The patient
had some enlarged glands in the neck which,

at one period, were thought to be the cause of
the by irritation of some of the nerves

causes.

spasms,
supplying the larynx; 2t another perjod, the
altered manner of the patient, together with
the occipital pain e complained of, led to the
supposition that the cause was really centric,
while, although the fact was borne in mind that
= polypus iu the nose sometimes produces spasm
of the glottis by reflex action, it did not seem
at all probable that a mere spongy condition of
the liuing membrane could have that effect.
The result of the plugging’ howeverl showed
that the gpogm was reflex in its origin, and that
tlie condition of the left nasal canal was the
sole and sufficient cause.

It seems doubtful whether the copper-solu-
tion had much to do with the result, which was

probably due to the effectual plugging of the

+ COMPOUND FRACTURE OF SKULL. H.>

nostril, by which the passage of air over the
highly sensitive mucus membrane was stopped.



