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Some of the effects of the SARS-CoV-2/COVID-19 pan-
demic on the practice of hematopathology have been docu-
mented in this journal [1]. Another area this pandemic has
impacted has been on conducting scientific meetings, includ-
ing those international meetings within our field.

The 20th European Association for Haematopathology
(EAHP)-Society for Hematopathology (SH) Symposium
and Workshop, scheduled for September 11-16, 2020, in
Dubrovnik, Croatia, was postponed due to the COVID-19
health risks of holding a large international meeting in per-
son in a relatively small venue. The hope that this meeting
could take place in its original face-to-face format in April
2021 was dashed by the continuation of the pandemic, which
necessitated its cancellation.

Technological advances now allow for online “virtual”
meetings. One of the earliest scientific conferences to
be held virtually during the pandemic was hosted by the
American Association for Cancer Research (AACR), which
replaced its April 24-29, 2020, in-person meeting with a
two-part virtual conference [2]. The first part (AACR I) was
conducted from April 27 to 28, 2020, and the number of
registrants for it (61,000 from 140 countries) was far greater
than those typically attending the comparable face-to-face
meeting [2]. The ability to reach a truly global audience
that includes viewers from resource-limited countries is one
benefit of virtual conferences [3].

The recent EAHP-SH Symposium and Workshop held
on April 25-29, 2021, was a testament to the successes for
virtual meetings as there were 900 participants from 71
countries and six continents [4]. There was a mixture of
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pre-recorded and live presentations. Platform talks were
live and were followed by live question and answer sessions
with the speakers. Completed sessions could be viewed “on-
demand” for attendees, a particularly useful feature for those
in time-zones inconvenient for real-time viewing.

With the availability of vaccines to SARS-CoV-2, the
2021 SH-EAHP Workshop on “Transformation and trans-
differentiation in lymphoid malignancies” will be held on
November 4-6, 2021, in Philadelphia, PA, USA, in a live set-
ting [5]. It will also allow for a virtual audience. This com-
bination of in-person and on-line viewing offers the advan-
tages of both formats, which may become the paradigm for
the future of international hematopathology meetings.
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