
QUININE SULPHATE FOR INTRAMUSCULAR 
INJECTIONS 

Sir,?Christie McGuire and others described in the 

December 1943 issue of the Indian Medical Gazette 
a method for preparing a solution from quinine sulphate 
for intramuscular use. I have not got this particular 
issue, but I am sure that they did not give any refer- 
ence from the past. They seem to think (or at any 
rate convey the impression to the reader) that this 
is entirely a new method evolved by them. It is 

nothing of the kind. , 

Only this afternoon, I was reading 'Tropical Diseases 
(1903) by Sir Patrick Manson. He writes on page 158, 
' if neither of these salts (viz, quinine, acid hydro- 
chloride and hydrobromide) can be procured, the 

sulphate may be used, solution being effected by adding 
half its weight of tartaric acid 
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Further on we read, 
' 

Benson, speaking from an 

experience of 1,390 cases, says that the hypodermic 
Ejection of quinine is by far the most effectual, as 

j^e'l as the most economical way of treating malarial 
even. He used the sulphate dissolved in water with 
v*e aid of hydrochloric acid, the strength of the solu- 
ioq being fifteen grains to the drachm; of this he 

Injected twenty minims between the scapulae, or into 
he outer surface of the arm. In 614 consecutive cases 

? ?. treated not a single untoward accident occurred, one 
Ejection usually sufficing 
o.-*- do not know'who Benson is (or was), nor does 
lr Patrick give any reference. 

K. A. SHAH. T> 
?^anchhodlal Dispensary, 

AII MED AB AD, 
November, 1944. 

[While we publish this letter, we regret in many 
^ys so much discussion in our pages of intramuscular 

Ejections of quinine which are very rarely needed and 
^hich are so much abused. We have recently treated 

patient with a very serious necrosis and abscess of 
? ? gluteus maximus resulting from an intramuscular 
Ejection of quinine, and several such cases have 
recently been seen in Calcutta hospitals. The abuse 

intramuscular injections of quinine seems to us to 
e on the increase and it cannot be too strongly 

^?Qdemned. Not one patient of malaria in a thousand 
eeds intramuscular quinine.?Editor, I.M.G.] 


