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Total hip arthroplasty is a common surgical technique, yet it has severe complications, such as loosening and
repeated revision. Thus, hip-preserving surgical options should be considered first to treat cartilage defects in the
femoral head, especially for younger patients. Current surgical options for chondral repair of the femoral head
include microfracture, trapdoor procedure, transplantation of osteochondral allografts and autografts, and
autologous chondrocyte implantation. Each of these techniques has unique advantages and limitations; however,
none of them have been consented as the best practice for cartilage defects. In this review article, we also
introduced a novel technique for repairing osteochondral defects of the femoral head using autologous costal
cartilage grafts that may have good translational potential for cost-effective and safe applications.

The translational potential of this article: This review updates current surgical options for reparing articular cartilage
defects in the femoral head. We also introduce a novel technique for repairing osteochondral defects of the

femoral head using autologous costal cartilage grafts.

Introduction

Articular cartilage is hyaline cartilage that covers the surface of the
joint and disperses the joint load with an interface that exhibits an ul-
tralow friction coefficient. The hips are major load-bearing joints, and
when the articular surface is damaged in the femoral head, patients often
exhibit narrowed and/or stiff hip joints, which greatly impacts daily
physical activities and quality of life. The causative factors of osteo-
chondral injuries of the femoral head include (1) mechanical damage,
including either acute violent injury or chronic damage caused by long-
time and high-load sports that affect femoral head cartilage; (2) rheu-
matic diseases, such as ankylosing spondylitis and hip infection, which
lead to pathological osteochondral damage of the femoral head; and (3)
osteonecrosis of the femoral head (ONFH), which can cause degeneration
of articular cartilage and peeling from the collapsed necrotic area [1-4].
The joint space then becomes narrowed and ultimately develops into
osteoarthritis if no treatment is applied [5].

Nonreparative surgical options for extensive osteochondral injuries in
the hip include rotation osteotomy and hip joint replacement. Inter-
trochanteric rotation osteotomy is a surgical strategy to rotate the
damaged cartilage surface away from weight-bearing areas. However,
only a narrow limited rotatable angle is often achieved, and the blood
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supply to the femoral head may be further interrupted. Moreover,
changes in the proximal femoral structure contribute to difficulty in
matching the stem prosthesis for potential hip joint replacement. Instead
of changing the weight-bearing articular area, total hip arthroplasty
seems a more thorough option, which comprises removal of the entire
involved femoral head. Notably, total hip arthroplasty is one of the most
successful orthopaedic surgical procedures, which allows the patient to
walk on the first postoperative day; however, there are increasing con-
cerns of severe complications, such as infection, prosthesis loosening, and
dislocation [6]. The limited lifespan of the replacement femoral head
causes young patients to enter an endless cycle of repetitive revision once
hip arthroplasty is chosen. Therefore, particularly for young patients,
hip-preserving treatment should be attempted first to reconstruct the
damaged articular cartilage surface.

As there are no nerves or blood vessels inside the adult cartilage
tissue and the chondrocytes are confined in the lacuna, when the
articular cartilage is damaged and the injury gradually accumulates
without self-healing, osteoarthritis may then be the consequence.
Therefore, treatment of osteochondral injuries of the femoral head is a
particular challenge in the field of orthopaedics. Compared with the
knee joint, the femoral head articular surface has a higher ratio of
cartilage coverage, reduced extent of weight-bearing area, vulnerable
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blood supply, and deeper location; hence, it is much more difficult to
repair.

Current reparative surgical techniques for osteochondral injuries in the
femoral head include microfracture, trapdoor procedure, transplantation
of osteochondral allografts and autografts, and autologous chondrocyte
implantation. These methods have been frequently used in the knee joint
with favourable outcomes, but the evidence for their use in the hip joint
remains limited, and none of these methods has been consented as the best
clinical surgical technique indicated for osteochondral defects.

Surgically induced microfracture

Surgically induced microfracture is a marrow-stimulating multiple-
drilling technique that is well established for knee surgery; this approach
resurfaces chondral defects with fibrocartilage tissue [7,8]. On the basis
of similar indications and technology, its application has been extended
to the hip [9-13] and is mostly performed through hip arthroscopy [14,
15]. Microfracture is indicated for focal (<2 cm in size) [16],
full-thickness chondral lesions with minor arthritis [15], based on the
data from knee surgery. When the lesion is identified by arthroscopy,
unstable cartilage detached from the bone bed should be debrided to a
normal cartilage edge, using a ringed curette. Multiple holes (3-4 mm in
depth, 2-3 mm apart) are then made perpendicularly on the subchondral
bone, using microfracture awls [16]. The bone marrow blood, containing
intrinsic mesenchymal stem cells and growth factors, should be
confirmed to emanate from the holes to help to fill the chondral defect
space with fibrocartilage [17]. Fibrocartilage is histologically quite
different from hyaline cartilage and is mechanically weaker [18], so its
application for extensive chondral defects over a large area is limited,
especially when subchondral bone is also involved.

Karthikeyan et al. [19] reported that 19 of 20 minor chondral defects
(mean size of 1.54 sz) were filled with fibrocartilage at second-look
arthroscopy. However, a matched cohort-controlled study showed pa-
tients undergoing microfracture (79 hips) during hip arthroscopy had
similar patient-reported outcome scores, compared with the control
group (158 hips), at 2 years postoperatively [20]. Moreover, the hip
function score showed greatest improvement in the first 3 months after
surgery. Another case series study of 70 patients by Trask and Keene [10]
showed that only 60% of full-thickness chondral lesions treated by
microfracture had good/excellent results after 2 years. Indeed, if the
subchondral bone is also involved, the efficiency is lowered. In addition,
further evidence is needed to establish specific criteria for microfracture
in the hip joint because the structural and mechanical environment of the
hip is quite different from that of the knee. Although clinical results are
presently variable, microfracture remains a first-line surgical strategy,
especially for minor cartilage lesions.

Autologous chondrocyte implantation

Although microfracture is suitable for treatment of small chondral
lesions, autologous chondrocyte implantation (ACI) has been developed
for treatment of cartilage defects in the knee joint; clinical results have
shown promise for treatment of full-thickness chondral lesions of larger
areas [21,22]. The ACI procedure typically comprises two stages. In the
first stage, a small amount of articular cartilage tissue is harvested from
the non-weight-bearing area of the knee joint, generally via minimally
invasive methodology. The tissue (containing viable chondrocytes) is
then sent to a qualified institution for cell amplification. During the
second stage, the cultured chondrocytes are implanted into the osteo-
chondral defect and covered by a patch (e.g., periosteum). At this point,
chondrocytes can also be incorporated into biodegradable scaffolds
[21-24], such as hydrogel and decellularized type I collagen, to facilitate
the maintenance of chondrocytes in the defect. This modified ACI pro-
cedure is also known as matrix-assisted ACI (MACI) [23-26]. The in-
dications of ACI and MACI for the hip have not been well established.
According to current evidence, ACI and MACI perform well for focal
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full-thickness chondral defects with larger areas (>3 cm?) and minimal
arthritis [25,27,28].

Akimau et al. [29] treated a 31-year-old patient with posttraumatic
ONFH using ACIL Two hundred forty milligrams of hyaline cartilage was
taken from the non-weight-bearing area of the knee and sent for
culturing for 3 weeks. After hip surgical dislocation, the necrotic tissue in
the femoral head was debrided. After bone grafting, the extensive
cartilage defect area was wrapped with a type I collagen membrane.
Cultured chondrocytes were then injected into the lesion area under the
membrane. Importantly, hip function improved after surgery. Fifteen
months postoperatively, biopsy taken during an arthroscopic examina-
tion showed that the reparative tissue was primarily fibrocartilage.
Fontana et al. [25] treated 30 patients with hip chondral lesions (mean
size of 2.6 cm?) using ACI. After a mean follow-up of 74 months, the ACI
group had better clinical outcomes than the debridement-only group.
Presently, ACI seems to be more often used for chondral defects on the
acetabular side than for those on the femoral side [25,28].

Because both the cellular component and the matrix lack mechanical
strength, similar to the situation during microfracture treatment, the
integrity of subchondral bone is important for achievement of good
clinical results in both ACI and MACI procedures. Therefore, caution
must be exercised if ACI or MACI is to be used for patients with extensive
cartilage defects, particularly when subchondral defects have occurred
during femoral head necrosis. Concerns also exist regarding the dedif-
ferentiation of chondrocytes during in vitro culture, which might reduce
the efficiency of treatment; moreover, there remains a lack of direct ev-
idence that the implanted chondrocytes form hyaline cartilage tissue in
the defect. The high cost and demanding conditions of the cell-processing
facility limit the widespread use of this approach. Moreover, most opti-
mistic clinical results have been demonstrated by application in the knee;
notably, the curvature of the articular surface in the femoral head is much
larger than that of the knee, and this difference in the mechanical envi-
ronment might reduce the likelihood of converting the protocol and in-
dications directly from knee to hip. A one-stage procedure may comprise
the next generation of ACI technology in the future.

Replantation of laminated cartilage

It is difficult for both microfracture and ACI to restore chondral le-
sions of hyaline cartilage [7,29]. The reparative tissue, similar to fibro-
cartilage, is mechanically much weaker than articular hyaline cartilage
tissue. Delaminated cartilage lesion is full-thickness cartilage separated
from the underlying subchondral bone primarily because of trauma or
femoroacetabular impingement. It is reasonable to replant the detached
cartilage to repair the defect. Lim et al. [30] screwed the chondral flap
directly back onto the femoral head in a young patient with severe
delamination of cartilage caused by traumatic hip dislocation in an open
procedure. Fibrin adhesive can be used to secure the delaminated carti-
lage back to the subchondral bone through hip arthroscopy [31,32]. It is
generally recommended to perform microfracture on subchondral bone
before resuturing the detached chondral flap to improve biological
integration of the osteochondral interface [33]. However, the early me-
chanical bonding strength of fibrin adhesive is still weak [34]. Present
reports primarily focus on the treatment of chondral lesions on the ace-
tabulum, instead of the femoral head, and further histological studies are
needed to determine the fate of the replanted cartilage and the interface.

When ONFH reaches Stage III and early Stage IV, subchondral bone
often collapses and articular cartilage peels off over the necrotic area
[35]. Thus, it appears impossible to simply replant the detached cartilage
without bone management. The trapdoor procedure [36-42] is an
approach to reconstruct subchondral bone using bone grafting and then
replant the cartilage flap on top of the subchondral bone. Although the
cartilage is not directly repaired, this procedure aims to repair the bone
bed, which enables the replanted cartilage to heal. After the osteochon-
dral lesion of the femoral head is exposed by surgical dislocation, a
cartilage trapdoor flap is made using a scalpel or an osteotome along the
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Figure 1. Illustration of a trapdoor technique (A) Delaminated cartilage in the necrotic femoral head (B) chondral flap used as a trapdoor in the necrotic area. After
debridement, bone grafts are packed into the bone defect (C) the chondral flap is rehinged and repaired.

edge of the detached area, which is then elevated to enable debridement
of necrotic bone beneath the cartilage; subsequently, it is hinged back to
recover the articular surface. The trapdoor flap is between 10% and 30%
of the femoral head cartilage surface area (Fig. 1). Mont et al. [36]
reviewed the outcomes of 24 patients with osteochondral defect due to
Stage III-IV femoral head necrosis who were treated with this method
(mean follow-up of 4.7 years); 22 of these patients had excellent results,
as determined by the Harris hip-scoring system. However, the cartilage in
the necrotic area, which is the intended area of replantation, is often
denatured or degenerated. Occasionally, the cartilage is too fragile for
complete preservation for the trapdoor procedure and is easily disrupted
during fixation [43]. Moreover, histological evidence is not available
regarding the fate of the replanted cartilage or formation of the interface
between the replanted cartilage and grafted bone. Xu et al. [43] also used
the ligamentum teres as a trapdoor for resuturing to fill the osteochondral
defect that remained after treatment of chondroblastoma in the femoral
head. After a mean follow-up period of 66 months, only two of 13 pa-
tients experienced postoperative complications.

Osteochondral autograft transplantation—mosaicplasty

Articular osteochondral autograft transplantation is also known as
mosaicplasty. The procedure uses multiple autologous osteochondral
cylindrical grafts harvested from non-weight-bearing locations of the
knee or hip joint to reconstruct osteochondral defects over large areas
[46,48]. Because osteochondral grafts contain hyaline cartilage with an
original interface and subchondral bone structure, this approach may
constitute a reliable strategy to repair extensive osteochondral defects;
thus, it is used in the knee. According to the evidence from performance
in the knee, the recommended indications are patient age <45 years and
localized osteochondral defects <3 cm? [44,45]. Mosaicplasty has been
used in the hip for the management of osteochondral defects on the
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femoral head, but the clinical results are varied and have thus far been
limited to case reports or case series.

As a traditional method of knee repair, osteochondral cylindrical
grafts can be harvested from the non-weight-bearing area of the knee
joint and transplanted to the osteochondral lesion on the femoral head.
After hip surgical dislocation, the osteochondral lesion is identified and
debrided. The difference in curvature between the femoral head and knee
joint must be considered in advance. If the debridement is excessive,
there may be difficulty in securing the grafts firmly within the defect. An
osteochondral harvesting system is used to harvest multiple osteochon-
dral grafts of suitable diameter (e.g., 6 or 8 mm) from the non-weight-
bearing area of the knee joint, based on the lesion area in the femoral
head [46]. The grafts are packed into the defects in the femoral head to
reconstruct the articular surface (Fig. 2A). Fotopoulos et al. [46] recon-
structed a necrotic osteochondral lesion in the femoral head of a
19-year-old female using multiple autologous osteochondral grafts ob-
tained from the non-weight-bearing area of the knee joint. Five donor
plugs were transplanted in separate holes made in the 2 cm x 3 cm
necrotic area; these formed a smooth articular surface. Three years
postoperatively, the hip function of the patient was restored (Harris Hip
Score = 96), and radiographic analysis showed good joint space and
articular surface. Anthonissen et al. [47] used osteochondral grafts from
ipsilateral knee to reconstruct a traumatic osteochondral lesion (5 em? in
size). Two years postoperatively, the patient was able to partially return
to the previous activity level. Giingor et al. [48] reported two cases of
repairing osteochondral defects in the femoral head, which were due to
femoroacetabular impingement. The sizes of defects were 2.7 and 3.6
cm?; three to four osteochondral grafts from the knee were press-fitted
into the defect to reconstruct the articular surface. After 1 year of
follow-up, the patients returned to the previous level of daily activity
[48]. Kiligoglu et al. [49] reported a case in which a large osteochondral
defect was treated by this method and demonstrated excellent results

Autografts

Figure 2. Illustrations of osteochondral allograft transplantation (A) Autografts are harvested from non-weight-bearing portion of the knee (B) autografts are har-

vested from non-weight-bearing region of the femoral head.
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(Harris Hip Score = 96) over 8 years of follow-up. Other clinical results
achieved with this method have been variable. Rittmeister et al. [50]
used autologous osteochondral grafts from the knee to resurface five
severely necrotic femoral heads; the clinical results were unsatisfactory.
After an average of 4.8 years of follow-up, one femoral head had
remained successful for 31 months, while the others had undergone total
hip replacement. Owing to the considerable difference in curvature be-
tween the femoral head and knee joint, the contour of the transplanted
grafts from the knee is difficult to match with the surrounding cartilage in
the femoral head and difficult to repair in a manner similar to that of the
knee. Therefore, caution must be exercised when the indications and
protocols of mosaicplasty are translated from the knee to the hip.
Moreover, Andrade et al. [51] reviewed 21 studies, including 1726 cases
of mosaicplasty; they reported that osteochondral harvesting in mosaic-
plasty often resulted in considerable donor-site morbidity, such as
patellofemoral disturbances. The donor-site knee-to-ankle morbidity was
16.9%; knee-to-knee morbidity was 5.9%. Although donor-site morbidity
for knee to hip is not known, hip-to-hip mosaicplasty has been performed
to avoid disturbing healthy knee joints to repair osteochondral defects in
the femoral head.

Osteochondral grafts from the non-weight-bearing region of the
femoral head have been used to repair osteochondral defects in the
femoral head [52-54]. Sotereanos et al. [52] used this method for
treatment of a 36-year-old patient with a 1.5-cm osteochondral defect in
a necrotic femoral head. After grafting cancellous bone from the greater
trochanter into the debrided defect in the femoral head, three osteo-
chondral cylindrical grafts (6 or 8 mm in diameter) were harvested in the
inferolateral portion of the femoral head and press-fitted into the defect
(Fig. 2B). After 66 months of follow-up, the patient was pain-free with
improved hip function (Harris Hip Score = 96). Won et al. [55] reported
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a case in which a similar method was used to repair a traumatic osteo-
chondral defect (2.5 x 1 cm) in the weight-bearing region of the femoral
head. An osteochondral graft from the non-weight-bearing portion of the
femoral head was harvested and transplanted. One year postoperatively,
arthroscopic second-look surgery showed mild softening and fraying on
the repaired surface of the femoral head; however, the hip joint function
remained good (modified Harris Hip Score = 82). However, osteochon-
dral harvesting in the non-weight-bearing region of the femoral head
may further impair the articular surface and blood supply of the damaged
femoral head, particularly when a large osteochondral defect is repaired.
Because the donor site is located on the inferior portion of the femoral
head, the accessible portion for graft harvesting is very limited. Presently,
the relevant literature is limited to a single case report.

Osteochondral allograft transplantation

Concerning the donor-site morbidity of autologous grafting, osteo-
chondral allograft transplantation (OAT) is another option for repair of
osteochondral defects over large areas. Fresh osteochondral allografts
contain viable chondrocytes, hyaline cartilage matrix, and intact sub-
chondral bone. Cryopreserved allogeneic osteochondral grafts can be
transplanted and press-fitted into osteochondral defects that cover large
areas. Studies have shown that optimal clinical results can be achieved by
using fresh allogeneic osteochondral grafts stored for <28 days because
their chondrocyte activity rates are >70% [56,57]. Viable articular sur-
faces with good mechanical and histological properties can be rapidly
achieved using this method (Fig. 3). In a long-term study of using fresh
OAT in 63 knees, Raz et al. [58] showed that graft survival rates were
84% and 59% at 10 and 25 years, respectively. Notably, patients with
viable grafts had good knee function. Furthermore, >75% of grafted

—_—ISS
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Figure 3. Illustrations of osteochondral allograft transplantation (A) Femoral head with osteochondral defect (B) removal of damaged osteochondral portion and
transplantation with fresh allograft from the same level (C) reconstructed articular surface of the femoral head.

Figure 4. An innovative autologous costal cartilage transplantation (A) Preoperative MRI examination indicated detached femoral head cartilage, multiple cystic
changes, and joint space narrowing (B) extensive osteochondral defect remained after debridement (C) reconstructed articular surface of the femoral head using costal

cartilage. MRI = magnetic resonance imaging.
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patients could return to sports after OAT [59,60]. Although OAT showed B = I
good clinical outcomes in the knee, there are few reports of OAT for the =5 & g§¢& ﬁ
hip, and the clinical results are variable. Khanna et al. [61] reported that 2 S E % % ?O % <
13 of 17 patients had fair to good outcomes after OAT for the hip, with a S S5 = =5s= z
follow-up of 3-74 months. Mei et al. [62] reviewed 22 patients who é
underwent OAT for osteochondral defects in the femoral head. Sixteen of _ £
22 patients had good hip functions (modified Harris Hip Scores > 70), £ B B =
and five of 22 patients underwent total hip replacement with a minimum E y ER-BE: E
X ¢ g8 HETEBE| B
of 2 years of follow-up. In a retrospective study with a mean follow-up of 8E|lce S PEEL P&
1.4 years [63], only seven of 10 patients who underwent OAT for hip 8E|lz2 E£EZZEE g
osteochondral injuries were successful; three of 10 patients converted to %
total hip replacement. Delamination of cartilage was also reported in two =
patients who underwent decellularized OAT at 6 months postoperatively §° —‘-’;
[64]. The disadvantages of OAT involve the use of demanding techniques g v © oo _§
and protocols, as well as the need for prompt and sustainable supply of © ) S g ‘;jo ‘;jb ‘;jo §
fresh donor tissue. Moreover, allogeneic transplantation also carries the 2 = f: § § S88 g
risk of immunological rejection and potential transmission of disease. g § £ i§°§ £EE g
Autologous costal cartilage transplantation 5
]
wv
Because articular cartilage is located only in synovial joints with g %o é
important functions, the donor sites are very limited. Another reservoir of % % ‘;f & g
hyaline cartilage is costal cartilage, which has histological and mechan- g § § g % ‘g
ical properties similar to those of articular cartilage; it can be a reliable g 2 %’ ‘~§ % Lj = s
source of cartilage for articular surface reconstruction. Since the 1920s, _§ z Tg .5 £ g % E
costal osteochondral conjunction has been used as osteochondral graft to g gz ‘;i g 2 P g g
reconstruct the temporomandibular joint [65]. Twenty-three patients s g g %; £ 2 g & 5
with posttraumatic finger joint ankyloses were treated by costal osteo- ! ] % &é g £ ;”0 £ E
chondral graft transplantation [66]; finger function was significantly =1 Sd9< <3< :::
improved at follow-up of up to 11 years. Obert et al. [67] reconstructed B
the radiocarpal joint in patients with posttraumatic arthritis using costal - E
osteochondral grafts (bony portion towards the debrided bone bed; E = & % I
chondral portion facing the radiocarpal joint space). After 10 years of ;§ ‘é g :g g 2 = % <
follow-up, two-thirds of the patients had good or excellent clinical out- <2 Z=2 z =2Z=Z 8 é‘o
comes. Costal osteochondral grafts have also been used to treat osteo- -
chondral defects in larger joints, such as the elbow. Sato et al. [68] . S § %
described 72 patients with an osteochondral defect of the humeral % Qg % go gb go g g
capitulum, all of whom were treated using one or two cylindrical grafts = ’§ ) 42 ot EE% = E
from the costal osteochondral conjunction. After follow-up of >3 years, § % éo i i éb :_; E E :_; E %
69 of 72 patients had good or excellent results, and 70 patients returned E S ‘g § g 8 % §° g" % E* g
to sports. Because each rib has only one osteochondral junction, it is 2|58 £ g e ccs 9
difficult to use the costal osteochondral conjunction to repair cartilage s|lE2 EEs8 &§&68& g’ E
defects in the femoral head, which typically exhibits a larger defect area. 2 '§ @*
Our previous study [69] showed that after grafting into the cartilage i; % I
defect, costal cartilage could form a reliable biological interface with the 9 g o oo g ,§
bone bed, which did not considerably change the morphology of hyaline = 5 £ EB&813 §° g
cartilage. This suggested that it is reasonable to repair the large areas of 8 g £ EEE S
osteochondral defects in the femoral head using autologous costal g 2 58 S 3% )
. . s s s . = 2 g8 8 S88 e
cartilage if the graft is sliced and transplanted in a mosaicplasty manner. k3 32 EE E EEE — &
As a proof of concept, we have used this method to treat a 30-year-old ] < g
male patient with an osteochondral defect in the femoral head (Fig. 4). & g8
Nearly one-sixth of the total femoral head surface on the weight-bearing = 28 —w 888 ki 2)
area was resurfaced by a sliced segment of costal cartilage. After 1 year of @ £ 5 '§ £S5 &5
follow-up, the patient could walk with a good walking gait and did not & g § f: E f: § § ? “E
experience pain. More evidence with longer follow-up periods, as well as é ] ERE E’ EEE g 3;?
design of clinical trials, is required to further verify the effectiveness of "E;L é ?,:? =
this promising innovative method. This surgical strategy has the poten- =| 2 g g
tial to preserve a hip joint by using only one segment of costal cartilage, ':.,:)o E;" % NE Ng Ng ”g ‘_5 E
especially desirable for young patients. Moreover, it has no negative 2188 q® < veo g8
impact on any other normal joint or subsequent treatment based on our g ol Veaoom o aaa E %
observation. % ;5’0 J
s £ 5z ”E 5
Conclusion § g § % é E
. . . . S 5|2 T f f.5 |)%
Articular cartilage defects in the femoral head can lead to hip ZE|8 § g E‘ S35¢ S}
arthritis if proper treatment is not performed. Surgical management of £ g
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severe articular defects may especially benefit young patients to pre-
serve hip joint and avoid replacement. We have described current sur-
gical options for repairing cartilage defects in the femoral head in this

arti

cle, including microfracture, cartilage replantation, ACI/MACI, and

autograft/allograft transplantation. Most of these techniques were
originally established for management of the knee joint. The adoption
of these methods in the femoral head is however limited, explained by

the

fact that the articular surface femoral head exhibits greater curva-

ture, deeper location, and more problematic blood supply, than the

oth

er joints such as knee joint. Clinical evidence available is limited to

single case reports or case series, and the clinical outcomes are not
satisfactory as compared with those in the knee. Therefore, additional
efficient solutions or options are desirable to treat cartilage defects in

the

femoral head. Here, we also described an innovative costal cartilage

transplantation technology to repair large osteochondral defects in the
femoral head and described promising early outcomes. The comparison
of current surgical management methods for repairing articular carti-
lage defects in the femoral head is listed in Table 1. Further in-
vestigations are needed to develop and formulate generally acceptable
surgical principles for the treatment of articular cartilage defects in the
femoral head.
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