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screening. Of those tested, only one (1.47%) returned reactive. The remaining 
67 screenings returned non-reactive. Applying only 10% of this diagnosis rate to 
the total number of STI encounters suggests an opportunity to diagnose 47 add-
itional individuals; applying 50% of this rate and the corresponding value is 239 
individuals.

Conclusion.  These results highlight the need for expanded HIV screening in EDs. 
Systematic HIV test tracking and follow-up removes this burden from ED providers 
and enables expanded HIV testing in these settings.
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Background.  Early diagnosis of HIV is key to improving outcomes for persons 
living with HIV (PWH). The Emergency Department (ED) is a critical site for PWH 
to access care. Previous studies in South Carolina (SC) have shown that two-thirds of 
individuals newly diagnosed with HIV have visited a health care facility a mean 7 times 
prior to their HIV diagnosis. Over 80% of these visits were to the ED, thus representing 
missed opportunities. Failure to test results from a multitude of barriers, including 
avoidance of testing due to a perceived lack of follow up. To address this gap in care 
we established a rapid HIV engagement team (RHET) that assumes responsibility for 
post-HIV testing linkage and reporting. The goal of this study is to evaluate the effect-
iveness of this intervention.

Methods.  This retrospective cohort study compared HIV testing rates and pat-
terns in Prisma Health EDs from May 2018 through October 2018 (pre-RHET) to 
5/2019 through 10/2019 (post-RHET). Included persons were ≥18 years of age and 
had ICD-10 codes for a sexually transmitted infection (STI), trichomonas, herpes sim-
plex, and gonorrhea (GC) or Chlamydia (CT) NAAT, and/or presented with an initial 
complaint of a STI. Multivariable logistic regression analysis was utilized to examine 
impact of RHET implementation on HIV testing in ED.

Results.  A total of 4104 individuals were identified, 2154 pre-RHET and 1950 
post-RHET. Table 1 displays baseline characteristics for the two groups. Overall, 
87% had GC testing; 9% had positive results; 95% had CT testing, 12.6% had posi-
tive results. Only 6% were tested for HIV pre-RHET implementation. HIV test-
ing improved to 12% post-PHET implementation (p< 0.001). In the multivariate 
regression analysis predictors for HIV testing were presenting post-RHET (OR 
2.27; 95% CI 1.81 to 2.85), male gender (OR 2.98; 95% CI 2.39 to 3.73), white 
race (OR 2.27; 95% CI 1.81 to 2.85), and presenting to ED for STI (OR 3.58; 95%  
CI 2.03 6.33).

Conclusion.  HIV testing rates increased post-RHET yet, despite indications for 
HIV testing, only a small proportion received HIV testing. Further interventions are 
needed to improve HIV testing in EDs, particularly in women and blacks. The overall 
HIV testing rate remained low, representing ongoing missed opportunities for early 
HIV diagnosis.
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Background.  Ending the HIV Epidemic (EHE) requires prompt diagnosis and 
treatment of HIV to reduce transmission. Delayed HIV diagnosis and late entry into 
care remain challenging. Strategic deployment of testing resources may leverage both 
targeted and universal testing to accomplish the timely diagnosis of HIV infection.

Methods.  We extracted data from the City of Philadelphia’s Enhanced HIV/AIDS 
Reporting System for 3,856 individuals diagnosed with HIV infection in Philadelphia, 
PA from 2012-2018, to determine characteristics associated with delayed diagnosis, 
defined as: AIDS diagnosed within 90 days of HIV or date of AIDS diagnosis prior 
to HIV diagnosis. Independent variables included: time since HIV diagnosis, age cat-
egory, birth sex, current gender, race/ethnicity, transmission risk, insurance status, and 
receipt of care from Ryan White medical provider. We used Chi-square and multi-
variate logistic regression to assess factors associated with delayed diagnosis.

Results.  From 2012 to 2018, the number of HIV diagnoses declined from 731 
to 422; those with delayed diagnosis declined from 28% to 18%. Age category of 
25-34 years comprised the majority of HIV diagnoses N=1402 (36%). The majority 
were: born male (78%), current gender male (76%), black (69%), MSM (51%), insured 
(54%), and participating in Ryan White care (71%). In multivariate regression, cur-
rent gender male, heterosexual transmission, race/ethnicity Asian, American Indian, 
Alaska Native, or Multi-race, unknown insurance status, and receipt of care from a 
Ryan White medical provider were 3.7 (95%CI, 1.2-11.4), 1.3 (1.0-1.7), 1.8 (1.2-2.8), 
5.9 (4.9-7.1), and 1.4 (1.2-1.7) times as likely to have delayed diagnosis, respectively, 
after adjustment for time since diagnosis, age category, and birth sex.

Participants’ Characteristics and Logistic Regression Results

Conclusion.  EHE will only be successful by reaching all people living with HIV 
and creating opportunities for early diagnosis. Routine opt-out universal screening 
combined with repeated, targeted testing will allow for identification and early treat-
ment of HIV infection. As a medical care safety net, Ryan White program provides care 
to a disproportionate number of people with delayed diagnosis of HIV. By diagnosing 
HIV as early as possible, we may eliminate delayed diagnosis and reduce the risk of 
AIDS-related events or death.
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