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Abstract

activity was measured in the hemolymph 1 day later.

p-galactosamine also increased ALT activity.

injury in mammals.

Background: Our previous studies suggest silkworms can be used as model animals instead of mammals in
pharmacologic studies to develop novel therapeutic medicines. We examined the usefulness of the silkworm larvae
Bombyx mori as an animal model for evaluating tissue injury induced by various cytotoxic drugs. Drugs that induce
hepatotoxic effects in mammals were injected into the silkworm hemocoel, and alanine aminotransferase (ALT)

Results: Injection of CCl, into the hemocoel led to an increase in ALT activity. The increase in ALT activity was
attenuated by pretreatment with N-acetyl- -cysteine. Injection of benzoic acid derivatives, ferric sulfate, sodium valproate,
tetracycline, amiodarone hydrochloride, methyldopa, ketoconazole, pemoline (Betanamin), N-nitroso-fenfluramine, and

Conclusions: These findings indicate that silkworms are useful for evaluating the effects of chemicals that induce tissue

Keywords: Silkworm, Alanine aminotransferase, Tissue injury, Animal model

Background

Tissue injury induced by chemicals in mammals, includ-
ing humans, is associated with the rapid development of
severe impairment of the organs involved in detoxifica-
tion, e.g., fulminant hepatic failure [1]. Therefore, assess-
ment of chemical-induced tissue injury is crucial in drug
discovery.

In the development of novel therapeutic medicines,
in vivo trials using animal models are essential for pre-
dicting toxicity and drug disposition in the human body.
Mice and rats are used to evaluate the toxicity of synthe-
sized compounds and natural medicines [2-4]. The use
of mammals for experimental models, however, is asso-
ciated with a number of problems, such as high cost and
ethical issues. An alternative animal model is needed to
overcome these problems.
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Although invertebrate animals such as Caenorhabditis
elegans (C. elegans) and Drosophila larvae have been
proposed as model animals for evaluating bacterial
pathogenicity and therapeutic effects of antibiotics, their
body sizes are too small to inject a fixed amount of sam-
ple [5,6]. Large insect larvae can be easily injected into
the midgut or subcutaneously with sample solution
using a syringe. Silkworm hemolymph and tissue can be
harvested separately and used in biochemical, haemato-
logical, and immunological analyses [7,8]. Thus, the silk-
worm is an invertebrate model that can relieve the
issues related to the use of mammals and thus promote
pharmaceutical studies [7,9-12]. We previously demon-
strated that the lethal dose of various cytotoxic sub-
stances in silkworms is consistent with that in mammals
[7]. Thus, silkworms are considered to be appropriate
for evaluating the toxic effects of chemical compounds
on animal bodies. In mammals, hepatotoxic substances
induce increases in marker enzymes of tissue injury in
the blood [13]. Increases in alanine aminotransferase
(ALT) activity in mammalian blood are caused by leak-
age of this enzyme from injured tissue. ALT is conserved
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throughout evolution [14] and is therefore considered to
be a surrogate marker of tissue injury in insect larvae.
To date, however, there has been no evidence that ALT
activity is increased in the body fluid of the silkworm
upon the induction of tissue injury.

The present study aimed to examine ALT activity in
the body fluid of silkworm larvae injected with various
hepatotoxic compounds. We also analyzed the effect-
iveness of using the silkworm model for evaluating
drugs that have a protective effect against tissue injury
induction.

Methods

Chemicals

Various cytotoxic drugs were purchased, as follows: carbon
tetrachloride (CCly), salicylic acid, ferric sulfate, sodium
valproate, N-nitroso-fenfluramine, and p-galactosamine
were purchased from Wako Pure Chemical Industries,
Osaka, Japan; acetaminophen was purchased from Tocris
Biosciences, Ellisville, MO; acetylsalicylic acid was pur-
chased from Cayman Chemical Co., Ann Arbor, MI; tetra-
cycline was purchased from LKT Laboratories Inc., St
Paul, MN; amiodarone hydrochloride was purchased from
MP Biomedicals, Solon, OH; methyldopa was purchased
from Sawai Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd., Osaka, Japan; ketoco-
nazole was purchased from LKT Laboratories Inc; and
pemoline was purchased from Sanwa Kagaku Kenkyusho
Co., Ltd,, Nagoya, Japan. N-acetyl-| -cysteine (NAC), which
acts to suppress increases in ALT activity, was purchased
from Sigma-Aldrich, St. Louis, MO. Hydrosoluble and
liposoluble compounds were dissolved in saline and di-
methyl sulfoxide, respectively.

Animals

Fertilized silkworm eggs (Bombyx mori, Hu-Yo x Tuku-
ba-Ne) were purchased from Ehime Sanshu Co., Ltd.
(Ehime, Japan). Hatched larvae were fed artificial food,
Silkmate 2S (Nosan Corporation, Yokohama, Japan) at
27°C.

Construction of cytotoxic induction model using silkworm
larvae

Fifth-instar silkworm larvae on the first day were fed
artificial food, Silkmate 2S, for 1 d. After the body
weight increased to 1.8 to 2.2 g, they were fasted for 6 h,
and solution containing a cytotoxic compound was
injected into the hemocoel from the backside of the lar-
vae. Liposoluble compounds were injected (25 pL/silk-
worm) using a glass syringe (MICROLITER™ #710,
Hamilton Co., Reno, NV) with a 27G needle, and hydro-
soluble compounds were injected (50 pL/silkworm)
using a disposable syringe (Terumo Corporation, Tokyo,
Japan) with a 27G needle. After incubation at 27°C for
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1 d, the hemolymph was collected for measurement of
ALT activity as described below.

Examination of suppressive effects against induced
cytotoxicity

Fifth-instar silkworm larvae on the first day were fed
Silkmate 2S for 1 d. After the body weight increased to
1.8 to 2.2 g, they were fasted for 6 h, and 50 pL of 0.9%
saline or 0.4 M NAC was injected into hemocoel from
the backside of the larvae using a disposable syringe.
After 30 min, 25 pL of olive oil or 15% CCl, was injected
into the hemocoel using a glass syringe. After incubation
at 27°C for 1 d, the hemolymph was collected for meas-
urement of ALT activity as described below.

Preparation of tissue homogenates from silkworm larvae
Fifth-instar silkworm larvae on the first day were fed Silk-
mate 2S for 1 d. After fasting for 6 h, the gut, fat body, silk
gland, Malpighian tube, and outer coat were isolated. Each
tissue was weighed and homogenized with insect physio-
logic saline (150 mM NaCl, 5 mM KCl, 1 mM CaCl,).
Samples were centrifuged at 3000 rpm for 5 min, and the
supernatant was collected and stored at —80°C until meas-
urement of ALT activity. The amount of protein in the
supernatant was quantified using Lowry’s method.

Measurement of ALT activity

Five pL of collected hemolymph or the supernatant of
homogenized tissue was mixed with 550 pL of a reaction
solution containing 0.5 M 1 -alanine, 0.2 mM NADH, 1.3
U/mL lactate dehydrogenase, and 0.9 mg/mL bovine
serum albumin. After adding 50 pL of 180 mM 2-
oxoglutarate solution, the reaction mixtures were incu-
bated at 30°C for 90 min. Absorbance at 339 nm was
recorded to detect decreases in NADH. The slope of the
absorbance decrease is proportional to ALT activity.
Final ALT activities were determined according to the
standard curve drawn from the results of mouse liver
homogenate. For ALT activity, 1U was defined as the en-
zyme activity that forms 1 umol NAD/min under the
assay conditions.

Statistical analysis

All experiments were performed at least twice and the
data are shown as the mean + standard deviation. The
significance of differences was calculated using a 2-tailed
Student's ¢-test at the significance level alpha = 0.05.

Results

Elevation of ALT activity in the hemolymph of silkworms
injected with carbon tetrachloride (CCly)

CCly is generally used as a model compound to evaluate
hepatotoxic effects in mammals. Tissue injury induced
by CCl, is considered to increase ALT activity in the
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body fluid. In this study, we examined changes in the
ALT activity in silkworm hemolymph after injection of
CCly. ALT activity in the silkworm hemolymph increased
8-fold following injection of CCl, compared with injec-
tion of olive oil (Figure 1). This finding suggests that tis-
sue injury can be monitored in silkworms by measuring
ALT activity. In the subsequent experiments, we used
CCl, as a positive control and 0.9% saline or olive oil as
a negative control.

Tissue distribution of ALT activity in silkworms

ALT localizes in the liver and muscles in mammals.
Localization of ALT activity in the silkworm has not yet
been reported. We determined the tissue distribution of
ALT activity to determine which tissue produces ALT ac-
tivity in the silkworm hemolymph. The total activity and
specific activity of ALT in each tissue are shown in
Table 1. The highest total activity and the highest spe-
cific activity were detected in the gut.

Suppressive effects on ALT activity increases by
pretreatment with N-acetyl-L-cysteine (NAC)

As described above, CCl, that is hepatotoxic in mam-
mals increased ALT activity in the silkworm hemolymph.
Therefore, we considered the silkworm applicable as an
animal model to evaluate drug-induced tissue injury. In
mammals, radical scavengers such as NAC suppress the
cytotoxic effects induced by hepatotoxic substances [15].
Pretreatment with NAC is useful for clarifying whether
ALT activity in the silkworm hemolymph is increased
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Figure 1 ALT activity in the silkworm hemolymph injected with
CCly. Silkworms fasted for 6 h were injected with 15% CCl, or olive
oil, and then ALT activity in the silkworm hemolymph was measured
1d later. (n = 5).
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Table 1 Tissue distribution of ALT activity in silkworm

Tissue Total activity Protein Specific activity
(U/tissue) (mg) (U/mg)

Gut 7.0 4.7 1.5

Fat body 02 03 06

Silk grand 04 09 0.5

Malpighi grand 0.5 0.2 0.8

Outer coat 39 49 0.8

due to the production of radicals. In this study, we
examined the effect of injecting the silkworm with NAC
prior to injection of CCl, on ALT activity in the
hemolymph. The ALT activity of CCls-injected silk-
worms that were preinjected with 0.4 M NAC was much
lower than those of silkworms preinjected with 0.9%
NacCl (Figure 2).

Increased ALT activity in the silkworm hemolymph
following injection with cytotoxic drugs

Consistent with the results described above, CCl, was
suggested to induce tissue injury via the production of
radicals in the silkworm body. We then examined the in-
fluence of benzoic acid derivatives (acetaminophen, sali-
cylic acid, and acetylsalicylic acid), which are known
hepatotoxic agents due to the production of radicals by
the catalytic reaction of P450 2E1 [16-18], on ALT activ-
ity in the silkworm hemolymph. ALT activity in the
hemolymph increased in a dose-dependent manner
following injection of each of these agents (Figure 3).
Compared with the negative control, ALT activity was
increased in groups treated with 6 mg acetaminophen
(7-fold), 1.2 and 12 mg salicylic acid (9 and 10-fold, re-
spectively), and 1.8 and 18 mg acetylsalicylic acid (3 and
11-fold, respectively). Based on the amount of each drug
needed to increase ALT activity, salicylic acid was the
most toxic among these three reagents.

Substances that produce toxic effects by the production
of radicals were suggested to induce tissue injury in the
silkworm body and to subsequently increase ALT activity
in the silkworm hemolymph. It remains unclear, however,
whether tissue injury induced by various biological
mechanisms in mammals can be evaluated based on
increased ALT activity in the silkworm. Other substances
that induce tissue injury in mammals by different mechan-
isms were also examined to evaluate whether they would
induce increases in ALT activity in the silkworm
hemolymph. Excessive amounts of iron induce tissue in-
jury by radical production [19]. Sodium valproate, tetra-
cycline, and amiodarone induce tissue damage, probably
via inhibiting the function of cell organelles such as mito-
chondria and lysosomes [20-22]. Compared with the nega-
tive control, ALT activity clearly increased in groups
treated with 0.084 and 0.84 mg ferric acid (4 and 13-fold,
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Figure 2 ALT activity in the silkworm hemolymph injected with 0.4 M NAC prior to CCl,. Silkworms fasted for 6 h were injected with 0.4 M
NAC or 0.9% NaCl (first injection), and then injected with 15% CCly, 20% CCl, or 0.9% NaCl (the second injection) 30 min later. The hemolymph
was collected to measure ALT activity after 1 d incubation. The horizontal bar in each line indicates mean ALT activity in each group. *P < 0.01
and **P < 0.001 vs. 0.9% NaCl-0.9% NaCl, ***P < 0.01 vs. 0.9% NaCl-15% CCl,, and ****P < 0.001 vs. 0.9% NaCl-20% CCl,. (n = 5, 0.9% NaCl-0.9%
NaCl; n = 7, other groups).

respectively), 4.8 mg sodium valproate (2-fold), 0.4 and 4
mg tetracycline (2 and 12-fold, respectively), and 0.16 and
1.6 mg amiodarone hydrochloride (2 and 13-fold, respect-
ively; Figure 4A).

We then examined the induction of tissue injury by
methyldopa, ketoconazole, and pemoline (Betanamin) in
the silkworm. These agents are thought to induce hep-
atic injury in mammals by the formation of metabolites
that cause immune hypersensitivity, such as eosinophilia
[23-25]. All of the reagents increased ALT activity (3.9
mg methyldopa, 6-fold; 1.6 mg ketoconazole, 2-fold; and
5.6 mg pemoline, 2-fold; Figure 4B).

Excessive intake of N-nitroso-fenfluramine, which is
generally used as a food supplement, has hepatotoxic
effects [26,27]. Rapid depletion of ATP by impaired
mitochondrial function and induction of DNA damage

by the production of alkyl cations are thought to be the
mechanism of N-nitroso-fenfluramine-induced cell death
[28]. We tested whether silkworms can be used to detect
N-nitroso-fenfluramine-induced tissue injury by measur-
ing ALT activity in the hemolymph. ALT activity in the
hemolymph of silkworms injected with 450 pg
N-nitroso-fenfluramine increased 3-fold (Figure 5A).
p-Galactosamine is a hepatotoxin that induces the de-
pletion of uridine with subsequent necrosis [29]. This
compound is frequently used for the construction of
fulminant hepatic injury models [29]. Inhibition of the
synthesis of nucleic acids, proteins, and lipids by UDP-
glucosamine, which is derived from p-galactosamine, is
the suggested mechanism of tissue damage [29]. We
examined whether tissue injury was induced in silk-
worms by injection of p-galactosamine. ALT activity in
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Figure 3 ALT activity in the silkworm hemolymph injected with benzoic acid derivatives. Silkworms fasted 6 h were injected with
acetaminophen, salicylic acid, or acetylsalicylic acid, and 1 d later the silkworm hemolymph was collected to measure ALT activity. **P < 0.01 and
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Figure 4 ALT activity in the silkworm hemolymph injected with various hepatotoxic drugs. Silkworms fasted 6 h were injected with ferric
sulfate, sodium valproate, tetracycline, or amiodarone hydrochloride (A), and with methyldopa, ketoconazole, or pemoline (B), and 1 d later the
silkworm hemolymph was collected to measure ALT activity. *P < 0.05, **P < 0.01 and ***P < 0.001 vs. negative control. (n = 5).

silkworm larvae injected with 7 mg p-galactosamine was
increased compared with the negative control (injected
0.9% saline, 6-fold difference; Figure 5B).

Discussion

The findings of the present study demonstrate the applic-
ability of silkworm larvae as an animal model for evaluat-
ing drug-induced tissue injury based on measurements of

ALT activity in the hemolymph. ALT activity levels in
human blood are considered to be a highly sensitive and
fairly specific preclinical and clinical biomarker of cytotox-
icity or hepatotoxicity [13]; therefore, ALT activity levels
in the blood of mammals are measured in many pharma-
ceutical studies to evaluate the hepatotoxic effects induced
by natural products or newly synthesized chemicals. Here,
we demonstrated that ALT activity levels were increased
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Figure 5 ALT activity in the silkworm hemolymph injected with N-nitroso-fenfluramine and p-galactosamine. Silkworms fasted 6 h were
injected with N-nitroso-fenfluramine (A), and with injected p-galactosamine (B), and 1 d later the silkworm hemolymph was collected to measure
ALT activity. **P < 0.01 and ***P < 0.001 vs. negative control. (n = 5).
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in silkworm larvae by the injection of various cytotoxic
drugs into the hemocoel. The results strongly suggest that
we could establish a new experimental model to evaluate
tissue injury effects using silkworm larvae.

The silkworm has been progressively developed as a
scientifically useful experimental animal model [30].
Established silkworm models of infection with patho-
genic bacteria and true fungi have been used to evaluate
the effects of antibiotics and identify novel virulence
genes [31-35]. The established hyperglycemic silkworm
model is effective for developing antidiabetic drugs [36].
These studies suggest that silkworms can be used as
model animals instead of mammals, such as mice and
rats, in pharmacologic studies to develop novel thera-
peutic medicines. Furthermore, silkworms and mammals
have common metabolic pathways involving cytochrome
P450s and conjugation enzymes [7]. Cytotoxic effects on
tissue and subsequent processes such as the release of
marker enzymes from damaged cells occur similarly in
silkworms and mammals. In the present study, we showed
that ALT activity levels in the silkworm hemolymph were
increased by the administration of CCl,. In addition, the
increase in ALT activity induced by CCl, administration
was suppressed by pretreatment with NAC, suggesting
that NAC suppressed CCly-induced tissue injury. NAC is
a radical scavenger that attenuates hepatotoxic effects
induced in the mammalian liver and is used to treat
patients with acute acetaminophen hepatotoxicity [15,37].
The present result revealed that NAC has similar suppres-
sive effects in the silkworm body. This silkworm model is
thus considered to be useful not only for analyzing the
histotoxicity of compounds, but also for the discovery of
drugs that have protective effects against histotoxicity. Al-
though we demonstrated the tissue distribution of ALT ac-
tivity in the silkworm, the mechanism of tissue injury
induction detected by elevated ALT levels remains un-
clear. The present silkworm model can be used to rapidly
evaluate histotoxicity, but is not sufficient to elucidate the
specific target of drugs. Further studies are needed to clar-
ify the mechanism of tissue injury induction in silkworm.

The prediction of drug hepatotoxicity is crucial for
drug discovery and development. Although small mam-
mals such as mice and rats are generally used to evaluate
hepatotoxicity, their use is associated with several pro-
blems, such as high experimental costs and ethical
issues. In vitro assay systems using human hepatocytes
have been developed in an attempt to solve these pro-
blems [38-40]. Toxicogenomic systems are suggested to
be effective for predicting hepatotoxicity according to
the varied expression of hepatotoxicity-responsive genes
[41-43]. The collection of mammalian cells as a material
and the conditional differences from in vivo examin-
ation, however, remain problems in these in vitro assay
systems. The silkworm tissue injury model established in
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the present study is a new animal model of histotoxicity.
According to the tissue distribution of ALT activity, the
gut had the highest ALT activity among other tissues in
the silkworm. Thus, in the silkworm, increased ALT ac-
tivity appears to be induced by tissue injury in the gut.
This silkworm model would be extremely useful for
evaluating the histotoxicity of newly synthesized chemi-
cals prior to using mice or rats. We expect that the
number of mammals needed for drug development can
be reduced by first using the silkworm model.

Conclusions

The present study showed that ALT activity in the silk-
worm hemolymph is increased by the injection of vari-
ous cytotoxic drugs. The present silkworm model is
applicable for evaluating the toxicity of newly synthe-
sized compounds. This method is more sensitive than
toxicity assays based on counting the number of surviv-
ing silkworms after administration of test samples. Al-
though further validation and applied research using
other types of compounds must be performed, the use
of this silkworm model prior to the use of mammals par-
tially addresses the ethical and financial issues related to
animal experiments using mammals.
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Competing interests

The authors and Genome Pharmaceuticals Institute Co., Ltd (Tokyo, Japan)
declare that they have no competing interests. Employment costs for
silkworm rearing were partially supported by Genome Pharmaceuticals
Institute Co,, Ltd (Tokyo, Japan).

Authors’ contributions

KK and NM performed silkworm toxic assay. YI, YM and KS conceived the
study and coordinated the writing of the manuscript. All authors read and
approved the final manuscript.

Acknowledgements

This work was supported by a grant from the Ministry of Health, Labor, and
Welfare (Research on Biological Resources and Animal Models for Drug
Development) and Genome Pharmaceuticals Institute Co,, Ltd (Tokyo, Japan).

Received: 19 July 2012 Accepted: 13 September 2012
Published: 8 November 2012

References

1. Bernuau J, Rueff B, Benhamou JP: Fulminant and subfulminant liver
failure: definitions and causes. Semin Liver Dis 1986, 6(2):97-106.

2. Tanaka H, Uchida Y, Kaibori M, Hijikawa T, Ishizaki M, Yamada M, Matsui K,
Ozaki T, Tokuhara K, Kamiyama VY, et al: Na+/H+ exchanger inhibitor,
FR183998, has protective effect in lethal acute liver failure and prevents
iNOS induction in rats. J Hepatol 2008, 48(2):289-299.

3. ltoh A Isoda K, Kondoh M, Kawase M, Kobayashi M, Tamesada M, Yagi K:
Hepatoprotective effect of syringic acid and vanillic acid on
concanavalin a-induced liver injury. Biol Pharm Bull 2009, 32(7):1215-1219.

4. Girish C, Pradhan SC: Drug development for liver diseases: focus on
picroliv, ellagic acid and curcumin. Fundam Clin Pharmacol 2008,
22(6):623-632.

5. Swem LR, Swem DL, O'Loughlin CT, Gatmaitan R, Zhao B, Ulrich SM, Bassler
BL: A quorum-sensing antagonist targets both membrane-bound and
cytoplasmic receptors and controls bacterial pathogenicity. Mol Cell 2009,
35(2):143-153.



Inagaki et al. BMIC Pharmacology and Toxicology 2012, 13:13
http://www.biomedcentral.com/2050-6511/13/13

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

Limmer S, Haller S, Drenkard E, Lee J, Yu S, Kocks C, Ausubel FM, Ferrandon
D: Pseudomonas aeruginosa RhIR is required to neutralize the cellular
immune response in a Drosophila melanogaster oral infection model.
Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A 2011, 108(42):17378-17383.

Hamamoto H, Tonoike A, Narushima K, Horie R, Sekimizu K: Silkworm as a
model animal to evaluate drug candidate toxicity and metabolism.
Comp Biochem Physiol C Toxicol Pharmacol 2009, 149(3):334-339.

Berger J: Alternative haematotoxicological testing. J Appl Biomed 2010,
8:19-22.

Hamamoto H, Kurokawa K, Kaito C, Kamura K, Manitra Razanajatovo |,
Kusuhara H, Santa T, Sekimizu K: Quantitative evaluation of the
therapeutic effects of antibiotics using silkworms infected with human
pathogenic microorganisms. Antimicrob Agents Chemother 2004,
48(3):774-779.

Nagata M, Kaito C, Sekimizu K: Phosphodiesterase activity of CvfA is
required for virulence in Staphylococcus aureus. J Biol Chem 2008,
283(4):2176-2184.

Hanada Y, Sekimizu K, Kaito C: Silkworm apolipophorin protein inhibits
Staphylococcus aureus virulence. J Biol Chem 2011, 286(45):39360-39369.
Asami Y, Horie R, Hamamoto H, Sekimizu K: Use of silkworms for
identification of drug candidates having appropriate pharmacokinetics
from plant sources. BMC Pharmacol 2010, 10:7.

Ozer J, Ratner M, Shaw M, Bailey W, Schomaker S: The current state of
serum biomarkers of hepatotoxicity. Toxicology 2008, 245(3):194-205.
Lindblom P, Rafter I, Copley C, Andersson U, Hedberg JJ, Berg AL,
Samuelsson A, Hellmold H, Cotgreave |, Glinghammar B: Isoforms of
alanine aminotransferases in human tissues and serum-differential
tissue expression using novel antibodies. Arch Biochem Biophys 2007,
466(1):66-77.

Galicia-Moreno M, Rodriguez-Rivera A, Reyes-Gordillo K, Segovia J,
Shibayama M, Tsutsumi V, Vergara P, Moreno MG, Muriel P: N-
acetylcysteine prevents carbon tetrachloride-induced liver cirrhosis: role
of liver transforming growth factor-beta and oxidative stress. Eur J
Gastroenterol Hepatol 2009, 21(8):908-914.

Lee SS, Buters JT, Pineau T, Fernandez-Salguero P, Gonzalez FJ: Role of
CYP2E1 in the hepatotoxicity of acetaminophen. J Biol Chem 1996,
271(20):12063-12067.

Doi H, Horie T: Salicylic acid-induced hepatotoxicity triggered by
oxidative stress. Chem Biol Interact 2010, 183(3):363-368.

Damme B, Darmer D, Pankow D: Induction of hepatic cytochrome
P4502E1 in rats by acetylsalicylic acid or sodium salicylate. Toxicology
1996, 106(1-3):99-103.

Ramm GA, Ruddell RG: Hepatotoxicity of iron overload: mechanisms of
iron-induced hepatic fibrogenesis. Semin Liver Dis 2005, 25(4):433-449.
Fromenty B, Pessayre D: Impaired mitochondrial function in
microvesicular steatosis. Effects of drugs, ethanol, hormones and
cytokines. J Hepatol 1997, 26(Suppl 2):43-53.

Labbe G, Fromenty B, Freneaux E, Morzelle V, Letteron P, Berson A, Pessayre
D: Effects of various tetracycline derivatives on in vitro and in vivo beta-
oxidation of fatty acids, egress of triglycerides from the liver,
accumulation of hepatic triglycerides, and mortality in mice. Biochem
Pharmacol 1991, 41(4):638-641.

Fromenty B, Fisch C, Labbe G, Degott C, Deschamps D, Berson A, Letteron
P, Pessayre D: Amiodarone inhibits the mitochondrial beta-oxidation of
fatty acids and produces microvesicular steatosis of the liver in mice.

J Pharmacol Exp Ther 1990, 255(3):1371-1376.

Hubbard AK, Lohr CL, Hastings K, Clarke JB, Gandolfi AJ: Immunogenicity
studies of a synthetic antigen of alpha methyl dopa. Immunopharmacol
Immunotoxicol 1993, 15(5):621-637.

Chien RN, Yang LJ, Lin PY, Liaw YF: Hepatic injury during ketoconazole
therapy in patients with onychomycosis: a controlled cohort study.
Hepatology 1997, 25(1):103-107.

Berkovitch M, Pope E, Phillips J, Koren G: Pemoline-associated fulminant
liver failure: testing the evidence for causation. Clin Pharmacol Ther 1995,
57(6):696-698.

Kawaguchi T, Harada M, Arimatsu H, Nagata S, Koga Y, Kuwahara R,
Hisamochi A, Hino T, Taniguchi E, Kumemura H, et al: Severe
hepatotoxicity associated with a N-nitrosofenfluramine-containing
weight-loss supplement: report of three cases. J Gastroenterol Hepatol
2004, 19(3):349-350.

Page 7 of 7

27. Shu L, Hollenberg PF: Identification of the cytochrome P450 isozymes
involved in the metabolism of N-nitrosodipropyl-, N-nitrosodibutyl- and
N-nitroso-n-butyl-n-propylamine. Carcinogenesis 1996, 17(4).839-848.

28. Nakagawa Y, Tayama S, Ogata A, Suzuki T, Ishii H: ATP-generating
glycolytic substrates prevent N-nitrosofenfluramine-induced cytotoxicity
in isolated rat hepatocytes. Chem Biol Interact 2006, 164(1-2):93-101.

29. Keppler DO, Rudigier JF, Bischoff E, Decker KF: The trapping of uridine
phosphates by D-galactosamine. D-glucosamine, and 2-deoxy-D-
galactose. A study on the mechanism of galactosamine hepatitis. Fur J
Biochem 1970, 17(2):246-253.

30. Banno Y, Shimada T, Kajiura Z, Sezutsu H: The silkworm-an attractive
BioResource supplied by Japan. Exp Anim 2010, 59(2):139-146.

31, Kaito C, Akimitsu N, Watanabe H, Sekimizu K: Silkworm larvae as an animal
model of bacterial infection pathogenic to humans. Microb Pathog 2002,
32(4):183-190.

32. Kaito C, Kurokawa K, Matsumoto Y, Terao Y, Kawabata S, Hamada S,
Sekimizu K: Silkworm pathogenic bacteria infection model for
identification of novel virulence genes. Mol Microbiol 2005, 56(4):934-944.

33, Kaito C, Morishita D, Matsumoto Y, Kurokawa K, Sekimizu K: Novel DNA
binding protein SarZ contributes to virulence in Staphylococcus aureus.
Mol Microbiol 2006, 62(6):1601-1617.

34, Kaito C, Sekimizu K: A silkworm model of pathogenic bacterial infection.
Drug Discov Ther 2007, 1(2):89-93.

35.  Matsumoto Y, Miyazaki S, Fukunaga DH, Shimizu K, Kawamoto S, Sekimizu K:
Quantitative evaluation of cryptococcal pathogenesis and antifungal
drugs using a silkworm infection model with Cryptococcus neoformans.
J Appl Microbiol 2012, 112(1):138-146.

36.  Matsumoto Y, Sumiya E, Sugita T, Sekimizu K: An invertebrate
hyperglycemic model for the identification of anti-diabetic drugs.

PLoS One 2011, 6(3):218292.

37. Prescott LF, Park J, Ballantyne A, Adriaenssens P, Proudfoot AT: Treatment
of paracetamol (acetaminophen) poisoning with N-acetylcysteine. Lancet
1977, 2(8035):432-434.

38, Butterworth BE, Smith-Oliver T, Earle L, Loury DJ, White RD, Doolittle DJ,
Working PK, Cattley RC, Jirtle R, Michalopoulos G, et al: Use of primary
cultures of human hepatocytes in toxicology studies. Cancer Res 1989,
49(5):1075-1084.

39, Guillouzo A, Morel F, Langouet S, Maheo K, Rissel M: Use of hepatocyte
cultures for the study of hepatotoxic compounds. J Hepatol 1997,
26(Suppl 2):73-80.

40. Yeon JH, Na D, Park JK: Hepatotoxicity assay using human hepatocytes
trapped in microholes of a microfluidic device. Electrophoresis 2010,
31(18):3167-3174.

41. Martin R, Rose D, Yu K, Barros S: Toxicogenomics strategies for predicting
drug toxicity. Pharmacogenomics 2006, 7(7):1003-1016.

42, Suzuki H, Inoue T, Matsushita T, Kobayashi K, Horii |, Hirabayashi Y: In vitro
gene expression analysis of hepatotoxic drugs in rat primary
hepatocytes. J Appl Toxicol 2008, 28(2):227-236.

43, Fan X, Lobenhofer EK, Chen M, Shi W, Huang J, Luo J, Zhang J, Walker SJ,
Chu TM, Li L, et al- Consistency of predictive signature genes and
classifiers generated using different microarray platforms.
Pharmacogenomics J 2010, 10(4):247-257.

doi:10.1186/2050-6511-13-13

Cite this article as: Inagaki et al: Evaluation of drug-induced tissue
injury by measuring alanine aminotransferase (ALT) activity in silkworm
hemolymph. BMC Pharmacology and Toxicology 2012 13:13.




	Abstract
	Background
	Results
	Conclusions

	Background
	Methods
	Chemicals
	Animals
	Construction of cytotoxic induction model using silkworm larvae
	Examination of suppressive effects against induced cytotoxicity
	Preparation of tissue homogenates from silkworm larvae
	Measurement of ALT activity
	Statistical analysis

	Results
	Elevation of ALT activity in the hemolymph of silkworms injected with carbon tetrachloride (CCl4)
	Tissue distribution of ALT activity in silkworms
	Suppressive effects on ALT activity increases by pretreatment with N-acetyl-L-cysteine (NAC)
	Increased ALT activity in the silkworm hemolymph following injection with cytotoxic drugs

	Discussion
	Conclusions
	Abbreviations
	Competing interests
	Authors' contributions
	Acknowledgements
	References


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.440 793.440]
>> setpagedevice


