
environment that responds to citizens’ concerns for safer,
healthier and better living, the EPW intertwines with the aims
of the EPH Conference to promote population health and to
strengthen health systems. The Covid-19 pandemic shows that
health threats do not stop at national borders. Different
responses amongst cross-border regions, based on national
policies in terms of Public Health and Social Measures
(PHSM), may even weaken their effectiveness. The importance
of cooperation across border is not only relevant in the
framework of pandemic preparedness and responses, but in
many other fields: healthcare cooperation, emergency medical
care, medico-social cooperation and health promotion. All
have shown to be beneficial to population health when
developed at the subnational level across border regions.
Consequently, cross-border health (care) gained importance in
recent years and there are various border regions who
showcase successful cross-border cooperation in the field of
health. Projects are being implemented along neighbouring
European regions, translating into improved access to
healthcare for the border populations, promoting prevention
and health education as well as increasing healthcare
availability and equity. Via various health networks, border
regions can learn to engage with neighbours and build up
tailor-made health services for their citizens. More so, through
active participation in various well-established public health
networks, the exchange of ideas, knowledge and solutions to
strengthen cross-border health becomes part of region’s daily
work. Through strong networks and partnerships, joint
solutions for a strengthened citizens’ health in rural areas
could be found. Creating synergies between the healthcare
capacities of the two sides of the border, collaboration between
border area medical teams, access to equipment located one or
other side of the border can make a positive impact on the
users of health services and facilities. In this round table
workshop, the role and impact of health networks on a sub-
national level (regional) will be further examined. Based on
selected well-established health networks, their work and value
will be outlined.
The Keynote speech will be given by the Coordinator of the
WHO Europe Regions for Health Network, Dr. Bettina
Menne. Subsequently, 3-4 well-established health networks
will take the floor with a short presentation (5 min) in order to
present their ‘business case’ and value. The presentations will
be followed by a short round table discussion in order to
highlight the role and strengths European health networks can
bring to regions in order to improve cross-border healthcare
(WHO RHN, Healthacross /Lower Austria, euPrevent, AEBR,
EUREGHA).
Key messages:
� Role and impact of health networking for cross-border

health on a sub-national level.
� Outlining the benefits and challenges for border regions to

participate in health networks in order to strengthen cross-
border health (also during Covid-19).
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The WHO European Office for Investment for Health and
Development (Venice Office) works in the thematic areas of
health equity, social and economic determinants of health, and
investment for health in the context of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and the European Programme of
Work. Within the WHO Venice Office, the the Regions for
Health Network (RHN) works to place health and well-being
high on the key political agendas, and advocates the needs of

local and subnational authorities at the regional and interna-
tional levels. RHN has been launched in 1993 to help regions
to accelerate the delivery of improved population health, and
currently has 34 members. It has developed over the decades
into a forum that creates synergies between regions and
stakeholders in the field of health (mutual learning); strength-
ens cooperation/collaboration between regional and local
actors and international health institutions; increases under-
standing of the functioning of regional and local health
systems; promotes the exchange of experience, and mutual
learning. RHN positions itself at the forefront of innovative
approaches and aims at becoming a cutting-edge network
ready to capture and disseminate effective approaches, policies
and strategies that improve population health at the regional
level of governance. In past years, RHN has spearheaded
collaborative efforts amongst cross-border regions, on different
topics, and with technical guidance from WHO. These efforts
have led to joint initiatives, publications, study trips, project
collaboration and periodic and structured exchanges of
experiences.
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Lower Austria is by size the biggest province of Austria and
located in the heart of Europe with a 414 km long border to the
Czech Republic and Slovakia, and in close proximity to
Hungary. Not only through its geographic location but also
through its understanding to be a connected region as part of a
strong European Union, cross-border health care plays an
important issue at the provincial level. Led by the European
spirit, all international and cross-border health activities are
bundled under the umbrella of the ‘Healthacross initiative’’.
The initiative is part of the Health Agency of Lower Austria
(N&Ouml; Landesgesundheitsagentur), which operates and
manages all 27 public hospitals and around 50 care/nursing
homes in the region. Via the ‘‘Healthacross initiative’’, Lower
Austria is participating in four transnational networks and
since 2008, conducted eight EU co-funded projects in cross-
border healthcare, four of them currently running.
Healthacross is the coordinator of this session, with support
of WHO RHN network. Active networking in various
European and international networks is part of the regional
strategy of Lower Austria in order to gain excellence to
improve the health and quality of life for citizens living in
border regions. The premise is to enable equal access to health
care services for citizens, regardless of their place of residence.
The current epidemiological situation with the COVID-19
pandemic has not only impact on cross-border healthcare, but
also on the life, health and well-being of citizens. With the
closure of national borders, the exchange of healthcare services
came to an interim halt; solely dialog remained - which was
incredibly valuable for both commuters and citizens living in
the border regions. Lower Austria will take care of the
moderation of the session and will be represented by Julia
Winkler.
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euPrevent is a non-profit organisation and a Euroregional
network that wants to promote the quality of life of citizens in
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