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A recent letter to the editor published in the New England Journal
of Medicine reports the safety of administration of a second dose
of Covid-19 vaccine in patients with vaccine-induced immune
thrombotic thrombocytopenia (VITT) following ChAdOx1
nCoV-19. None of the 40 cases who received a second dose has
developed complication regardless of the vaccine received.1

However, it is unclear if these patients were anticoagulated at
that time or if platelet-activation assays remained positive prior
to vaccination. Most of VITT cases shows normalization of plate-
let activation after 12 weeks.2 However, positive platelet-activa-
tion assay at 3 months of confirmed VITT with further related
complications, suggesting higher thrombosis risk, have been pre-
viously described.3 One patient with positive platelet-activation
assay before getting a second dose of Covid-19 vaccine while
still receiving anticoagulation has also been reported, but no
adverse events occurred.2 AlthoughmRNAvaccines are not asso-
ciated with VITT, the physiopathology is not fully understood
and, hence, it is still unclear if a second dose of Covid-19
vaccine in patients with positive platelet-activation assay is
safe.4,5 Furthermore, anticoagulation at that time could potentially
mitigate the heightened risk of recurrent thrombosis. Clarification
on these characteristics in the 40 described patientswould help cli-
nicians to discuss risks and benefits of a second dose of covid-19
vaccine for these patients.
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