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Abstract

As implant substitutes are increasingly applied to the clinic, the
infection caused by implants has become one of the most com-
mon complications, and the modification of the antibacterial
function of the implant can reduce such complications. In this
work, a well-defined bowl-shaped nanostructure coating with
photocatalytic and photothermal synergistic antibacterial prop-
erties was prepared on Ti-19Zr-10Nb-1Fe (TZNF) alloy. The coat-
ing is obtained by spin-coating and sintering TiO2 precursors
templated from self-assembled microspheres of polystyrene-
poly(4-vinylpyridine) (PS-P4VP) amphiphilic block polymer on
TZNF alloy. PS-P4VP provides the bowl-shaped TiO2 nanostruc-
tures doped with C, N elements, reducing the band-gap of TiO2,
which can absorb near-infrared (NIR) light to release reactive oxygen species and produce photothermal conversion. The bowl
structure is expected to enhance the utilization of light via the reflection in the confined space. The bowl-shaped surface has 100%
antibacterial rates after 30 min of NIR light irradiation. In addition to antibacterial properties, the bowl-shaped surface has better
hydrophilicity and protein adsorption capacity. The amount of protein adsorbed on TZNF with the bowl-shaped structures was
six times that of TZNF. Hence, the bowl-shaped nanostructure can promote the proliferation and adhesion of osteoblasts, the cell
proliferation rate was increased by 10–30%.
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Introduction
Titanium alloy is one of the most commonly used materials for
orthopedic implants because of its favorable mechanical proper-
ties and biocompatibility. Conventional titanium alloys com-
monly used in biomedicine are Ti-6Al-4V and Ti-6Al-7Nb, etc.,
but their applied Young’s modulus is higher than that of bones
and are prone to release harmful ions, causing pressure shielding
and toxic side effects [1, 2]. Based on traditional titanium alloy
implants, a series of titanium alloys made of low elastic modulus
and non-toxic elements have been developed, such as Ti-Zr [3],
Ti-Al [4], Ti-13Nb-13Zr [5], etc.

When titanium alloy is implanted, although strict aseptic
techniques and antibiotics are used in the operation, the host is
still extremely vulnerable to microbial infections [6]. The interac-
tion between the implant and the host’s immune system will
cause the rejection of foreign bodies, causes inflammation and

damage to the tissue surrounding the implant, eventually lead to
implantation failure [7]. Therefore, imparting the antibacterial
ability to the surface of the implant has become a research hot-
spot. There are two main types of surface antibacterial functional
modification methods for metal implants. One is a chemical
method based on the release of metal antibacterial ions, for in-
stance, Agþ, Zn2þ, Cu2þ, Mg2þ [8–10]. The other is a physical
method that produces a special surface structure to resist bacte-
rial colonization but supports cell adhesion and proliferation [11,
12]. However, both methods have certain limitations, excessive
release of metal ions may cause undesirable toxic and side
effects, and the antibacterial bionic structure may be that the ef-
fect is not obvious enough [13–15]. Based on the two surface mod-
ification methods, a new method that can generate germicidal
ions and antibacterial microstructures was proposed, make the
surface of the material have photocatalytic and photothermal
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functions, which has higher antibacterial efficiency and does not
damage the surrounding tissue cells within a safe range [16, 17].
Photocatalytic antibacterial refers to the principle that reactive
oxygen species (ROS) are produced under visible light or near-
infrared (NIR) light to oxidize the phospholipids and proteins of
bacteria, thereby deactivating cells [18]. Photothermal is relying
on materials to convert light energy into heat and to kill bacteria
through local heating. Carbon-based nanomaterials [19], gold
nanorods [20], copper nanoparticles [21] and so on are mainly
used for photocatalytic and photothermal antibacterial materials
in biomedical materials.

In our previous work, a series of new biomedical alloys with
high tensile stress, large elongation, low elastic moduli and good
superelasticity and shape memory effects were developed, such
as Ti-19Zr-10Nb-1Fe (TZNF) and Ti-16Zr-10Nb-4Ta [22–24].
Nanotube arrays were prepared on this series of alloys for photo-
catalytic water splitting [25] and osteocyte differentiation [26].
Due to the stable physical and chemical properties, non-toxicity
and easy availability of TiO2 coatings, many studies have been
conducted on the biological application of titanium alloys. To fur-
ther endow TiO2 coating with antibacterial properties, innovative
development of photocatalytic and photothermal synergistic
antibacterial functions is introduced, a nano-bowl-shaped TiO2

coating was creatively prepared on TZNF alloy, which can absorb
NIR light to antibacterial and promote the proliferation of osteo-
blasts. Anatase and rutile TiO2 has been proven to be used as a
photosensitizer in photocatalytic reactions is very common, but
TiO2 has a wide band-gap, it can absorb ultraviolet light or sun-
light [25], and long-term ultraviolet light is harmful to the living.
To avoid ultraviolet light irradiation, the preparation of the bowl-
shaped TiO2 oxide layer uses a template method, using block
polymers as a template [27]. The abundant C, N elements of poly-
styrene-poly(4-vinylpyridine) (PS-P4VP) can sinter residual so
that the bowl-shaped TiO2 is doped with non-metallic elements
to reduce the band-gap [27–29]. The combined effect of ROS gen-
erated by photocatalysis on the surface of bowl-shaped TiO2 dur-
ing NIR light irradiation and the increase in local surface
temperature makes it produce excellent antibacterial properties
around the implant. At the same time, due to the increased hy-
drophilicity of the bowl-shaped TiO2 coating, it can also increase
the proliferation and adhesion of osteoblasts, and the short-term
irradiation of NIR light will not cause the intolerable high temper-
ature of living beings and the damage of osteoblasts.

Materials and methods
Synthesis of polyvinyl pyridine
The chain initiator pentanoic acid and monomer 4-vinyl pyridine
were weighed 0.1 g and 3.75 mL, respectively, both added to a
50 mL Schlenk bottle together, and then 5 ml ethanol solvent
with 0.01 g azobisisobutyronitrile was added. The Schlenk bottle
was put into liquid nitrogen, freeze-thaw, and blow nitrogen gas
at the same time, repeated three times to remove the excess air
in the bottle. The Schlenk bottle is heated in a 70�C oil bath for
24 h and transferred to liquid nitrogen to quench the reaction.
After thawing in a water bath, the solution was settled with pe-
troleum ether, repeated three times and dried at room tempera-
ture to obtain polyvinyl pyridine (P4VP). The yield is about 51%.

Synthesis of PS-P4VP
P4VP and styrene were weighed 0.1 and 0.29 g, respectively, put
into 2 mL methanol solvent, and degassed as in the above opera-
tion. Then, the bottle was placed in a 70�C oil bath to react for

24 h and also placed in petroleum ether to settle to obtain the fi-
nal product PS-P4VP. The yield is about 42%.

Preparation of bowl-shaped surface of TZNF alloy
The TZNF alloy independently developed by our research group
was used as the substrate, and the specific preparation method
and characterization were published in reference [24]. First, the
TZNF alloy matrix was cut into 10 mm� 10 mm� 1 mm pieces,
then sand it with sandpaper to remove the surface oxide film and
impurities, use ethanol and deionized water to ultrasonically
clean and dry for later finally.

PS-P4VP (10 mg) was placed in a 10 mL weighing bottle, 2 mL of
tetrahydrofuran solvent was added to fully disperse the polymer
in the solution, then ethanol was added slowly, stirred for 2 h,
and to make PS-P4VP self-assemble into balls in the tetrahydrofu-
ran/ethanol mixed solvent. The microsphere suspension was
placed at room temperature to evaporate the solvent to a final
concentration of 2 mg/mL. Titanium (IV) isopropoxide (TTIP)
(0.2 mL) was added to this suspension and stirred for 48 h to ob-
tain PS-P4VP microspheres coated with TiO2. The product was
centrifuged three times repeatedly to remove excess TTIP. These
microspheres are filtered by a 450 nm filter membrane for later
use. Then the microspheres were uniformly coated on the sur-
face of TZNF alloys by a spin coater (Setcas Electronic, China)
and TZNF alloys were placed in a program-controlled electric fur-
nace for calcination. The samples were sintered at 500 �C for 2 h
in a nitrogen atmosphere and then sintered at 450 �C for 1 h in
air, at a heating rate of 2 �C/min. Finally, the bowl-shaped surface
of TZNF alloys was obtained (TZNF-b1). The samples with filtered
microspheres coated on the surface of TZNF were denoted as
TZNF-b2.

Characterization
The composition of P4VP and PS-P4VP was confirmed by 1H NMR
(Bruker ARX 400, Germany). The morphology of samples was ob-
served by field emission scanning electron microscope (SEM)
(ZEISS SUPRA55, Germany). The microstructure and composition
of the bowl-shaped TiO2 coating were detected by field emission
transmission electron microscopy (TEM) (JEM-2100Plus, Japan).
The surface wettability of samples surface was measured by a
surface contact angle goniometer (SL200KS-MD, China) and an
image was captured by the camera-equipped instrument.

Detection of 1O2 and �OH and photothermal
effects
TZNF and TZNF with the bowl-shaped nanostructures (TZNF-b1
and TZNF-b2) were immersed in 3 mL of 1,3-diphenylisobenzo-
furan (DPBF) and methyl violet, respectively, for 4 h. Then, the
samples were placed under a NIR light (Philips 100 W, Poland) for
30 min, and the concentration of 1O2 and �OH groups decomposed
in the solution was detected with a UV-spectrophotometer
(Thermo Evolution 300, USA) every 10 min. To reduce water evap-
oration when NIR irradiated, the methyl violet and DPBF solu-
tions were cooled in an ice-water bath. The temperature of the
samples was determined by a thermal camera (Fotric 220S,
China) at an interval of 5 min.

Antibacterial properties
Staphylococcus aureus (CGMCC1.282) and Escherichia coli
(CGMCC1.12883) used in antibacterial experiments are from
China General Microbiological Culture Collection Center. The
components of the bacterial culture medium are 3 g beef extract,
10 g peptone, 5 g NaCl, deionized water 1000 mL, and the pH is
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adjusted to 7.4 6 0.2. Staphylococcus aureus and E.coli were cultured
in the bacterial culture medium at 37 �C for 12 h, and then the
two bacteria were dispersed in a PBS buffer solution by centrifu-
gation to a concentration of 1� 107 CFU/mL, i.e. the concentra-
tion at which the absorbance of S.aureus and E.coli were measured
with a 600 nm UV-spectrophotometer at 0.5 and 1.0, respectively.
Bacterial suspension and the samples were incubated for 2 h,
then taken out and placed in another well plate, added 240 lL of
PBS solution and NIR light for half an hour. After the treatment,
samples were shaken for 5 min, draw 80 lL from each well and
apply to the agar plate. After incubation at 37�C for 24 h, the
number of colonies on the agar medium was counted and photo-
graphed. The antibacterial rate can be calculated by the formula
R ¼ [(k0�kt)/k0]�100%, in which R is the antibacterial rate (%), k0 is
the number of colonies cultured on TZNF without NIR light and
kt is the number of colonies co-cultured on the surface of TZNF,
TZNF-b1 and TZNF-b2 after illumination.

Protein adsorption assay
The Bradford Protein Assay Kit (Beyotime, China) is used to deter-
mine the amount of protein adsorbed on the surface of samples,
and the protein concentration determined by the Bradford
method is not affected by most of the chemical substances in the
sample. First, dilute the protein standard solution to the standard
concentration of 0, 25, 50, 100, 200, 300, 400 and 500 mg/mL, mea-
sure the absorbance at 570 nm wavelength with a microplate
reader (Biotek Epoch Elx808, USA), and draw according to the pos-
itive relationship of concentration–absorbance standard curve
line. Second, the samples were soaked in fetal bovine serum albu-
min for 12 h, respectively, then were taken out and transferred to
200 lL of PBS solution containing 0.1% SDS (surfactant), and
shaken for 15 min to measure the absorbance value. According to
the protein concentration–absorbance curve, the amount of pro-
tein adsorbed on the surface of samples is calculated.

Cell proliferation and adhesion
Mouse pre-osteoblasts (MC3T3-E1) cells were provided by Peking
Union Medical College Hospital. MC3T3-E1 grows in a culture me-
dium containing 10% (volume) fetal bovine serum in DMEM (GE
Life Science-Hyclone) medium with 100 U/ml penicillin and
100 mg/l streptomycins. The culture medium was stored in a cell
incubator with 37 �C and 5% CO2 and changed every 2 d. The
samples of TZNF, TZNF-b1 and TZNF-b2 were soaked in ethanol
for 2 h and placed under ultraviolet light for light sterilization.
Then, the three samples were put in a 24-well plate to co-culture
with MC3T3-E1 for 7 d and inject 1 mL of 1� 104 cell/mL cell sus-
pension into each well. The illuminated samples were taken out
and exposed to light for 0.5 h under the NIR lamp every day. The
proliferation of the cells co-cultured with the sample was tested
on the 1, 3 and 7 d using Cell Counting Kit (CCK)-8 (Beyotime,
China). The optical density of the solution at 450 nm was mea-
sured by the microplate reader. The samples cultured for 3 d
were fixed with 2.5% glutaraldehyde, and then stained with
Actin-Tracker-Red and DAPI for 30 and 15 min, then placed under
a fluorescence microscope to observe and take photos.

Results and discussion
Figure 1 shows schematically the preparation process of the
bowl-shaped TiO2 coating on TZNF alloy. First, the amphiphilic
block copolymer polystyrene-polyvinyl pyridine (PS-P4VP) was
prepared through atom transfer radical polymerization reaction
and self-assembled into balls in different mixed solvents [30].

The block copolymer PS-P4VP obtains different micelle morphol-
ogies in different mixed solvents of tetrahydrofuran/water and
tetrahydrofuran/ethanol, adjusting the mixing ratio of the two
solvents in the tetrahydrofuran/ethanol system, the morphology
of the micelles will also change in size and morphology [31]. The
second step is to coat TiO2 on the surface of polymer nanopar-
ticles, and obtain a PS-P4VP/TiO2 microsphere suspension with
controllable morphology by adjusting the hydrolysis rate of TTIP
[32, 33]. Third, PS-P4VP/TiO2 microspheres were spin-coated on
TZNF alloy and sintered in N2 and air, respectively, to finally ob-
tain a bowl-shaped coating. The sintering under N2 is to keep the
bowl-shaped morphology as much as possible and prevent the
PS-P4VP/TiO2 microspheres from collapsing at high tempera-
tures, while the air sintering is to better remove the PS-P4VP poly-
mer residue. Due to the high electron-hole recombination rate of
TiO2, the photocatalytic efficiency is low, and the wide band-gap
makes the light response range of TiO2 lower [34]. PS-P4VP nano-
particles can not only be used as a template for the formation of
bowl-shaped TiO2 but also introduced rich in C and N elements.
Due to the large forbidden band width (3.0�3.2 eV) of TiO2, photo-
catalytic can only occur under ultraviolet light irradiation, and
long-term irradiation of ultraviolet light will cause lesions to the
human body, so the doping modification of non-metallic ele-
ments TiO2 for its high photocatalytic activity under NIR [28, 29].
The surface of the bowl-shaped nanostructure can allow light to
be reflected multiple times on the bowel wall, the utilization rate
of light is higher, and the photocatalysis and photothermal
effects are further improved.

The structure of PS-P4VP was characterized by 1H NMR spec-
troscopy, different chemical shifts correspond to hydrogen at dif-
ferent positions to judge the molecular structure of the polymer,
as shown in Fig. 2. The characteristic peaks of the methine group
on ethylene appear at d¼ 0.8 (a) and d¼ 1.5 (b), respectively.
d¼ 8.2 (c) and d¼ 6.5 (d) are the characteristic peaks of pyridine
heterocycle, respectively. After the copolymerization of PS and
P4VP, a new peak appears around d¼ 6.87.1, which is the charac-
teristic peak of benzene. d¼ 7.2 is the characteristic peak of sol-
vent CDCl3. The two sharp peaks at d¼ 3.7 and 1.2 are the
characteristic peaks of the residual solvent ethanol in P4VP.
d¼ 3.5, d¼ 1.7 and d¼ 1.5 positions may be residual water peaks
in the CDCl3.

After successfully preparing the PS-P4VP amphiphilic block
copolymer, it was measured the size and dispersibility of the self-
assembled microspheres. PS-P4VP-1 has a wide particle size dis-
tribution directly in ethanol/tetrahydrofuran solution, and the
particle sizes are mainly 175 6 36 nm and 396 6 52 nm (the inset
in Fig. 3a). After filtering with a 450 nm filter membrane, micro-
spheres with a particle size of 182 6 27 nm are left (PS-P4VP-2)
(the inset in Fig. 3b). PS-P4VP polymers of different particle sizes
are used as templates, and the sizes of the TiO2 shells after coat-
ing are different, resulting in different sizes of the bowls finally
sintered on the TZNF alloy. The diameter of the bowl on TZNF
can be controlled by adjusting the particle size of PS-P4VP. The
particle size of the microspheres after TiO2 shell coating polymer
is consistent with that of the PS-P4VP microspheres, but it is easy
to stick (Fig. 3a and b). Compared with TZNF-b1 (Fig. 3c), the mor-
phology of the TZNF-b2 (Fig. 3d) has a uniform and smaller bowl
diameter, so it has a larger specific surface area, which provides
better conditions for subsequent photocatalysis and cell adhe-
sion. The bowl-shaped structure after surface modification of
TZNF was further analyzed by TEM (Fig. 3e). The bowl-shaped
surface is composed of C, N-codoped TiO2 (Fig. 3f) and there are
lattice stripes on the anatase TiO2 (101) plane, the lattice spacing
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is 0.353 nm. The chemical composition of the bowl-shaped TiO2

coating and the TZNF matrix is similar, making the two easier to
combine after sintering [35].

NIR irradiation not only produces a photocatalytic reaction

but is also accompanied by a thermal effect. The intuitive experi-
ence of the surface temperature change of the sample under NIR
irradiation within 30 min is shown in Fig. 4a. As shown in Fig. 4b,
the temperature of the sample surface will increase with the ex-

tension of the irradiation time, but after reaching a certain level,
the increase rate decreases, such as TZNF. Compared with TZNF-
b1, TZNF-b2 has a higher photothermal conversion efficiency,

which is consistent with the result of photocatalysis, indicating
that the utilization rate of TZNF-b2 for NIR light indeed exceeds
that of TZNF-b1. The surface temperature of TZNF-b2 is about
52�C after 30 min of NIR light, and the temperature of TZNF-b1 is

about 43�C. Within 30 min, the surface temperature of TZNF-b1
and TZNF-b2 has not reached the plateau. Generally, as the irra-
diation time increases, the temperature rises gradually, and the
smaller the diameter of the bowl, the higher the conversion effi-

ciency for light and heat, finally reaching a plateau. However,
considering the impact of the living body’s tolerance to NIR light
and the surface temperature of the implant after the actual im-

plantation, the light time should not be increased. In addition to

the optical properties of TiO2, the nano-bowl structure also
makes a significant contribution to the photothermal effect,
nanostructures can improve heat transfer performance and pro-
mote light-to-heat conversion [36, 37].

In the experiment of the photocatalytic function of the bowl-
shaped surface doped with C, N on TZNF alloy under NIR light,
the UV spectrum of the released ROS ion released by TZNF,
TZNF-b1 and TZNF-b2 in DPBF and methyl violet is as follows
(Fig. 5). DPBF and methyl violet can degrade 1O2 and �OH ions, re-
spectively [38]. The decrease in UV absorption intensity at around
420 and 580 nm represents an increase in the released ROS , the
better the photocatalytic performance of samples. The TZNF al-
loy matrix will not release ROS ions under NIR light and has no
photocatalytic function (Fig. 5a and d). TZNF-b1 and TZNF-b2 de-
graded DPBF and methyl violet content more and more over time
under NIR light, indicating that the bowl-shaped TiO2 modified
coating endows the TZNF matrix photocatalytic ability.
Compared with TZNF-b1, TZNF-b2 has better photocatalytic per-
formance, because TZNF-b2 degrades 11.1% of DPBF and 20.4%
of methyl violet after 30 min of NIR light (Fig. 5c and f), while
TZNF-b1 is only 9.6% and 12.4% (Fig. 5b and e). From the time
node of 10 and 20 min, the degradation of DPBF and methyl violet
by TZNF-b2 is also faster, indicating that TZNF-b2 has a higher
light utilization rate for NIR, which is related to the more uniform
bowl diameter and comparatively large surface area of TZNF-b2.

The antibacterial activity of TZNF-b1 and TZNF-b2 against
S.aureus and E.coli was evaluated by the diffusion plate coating
method, and the unirradiated TZNF alloy was used as a control.
As shown in Fig. 6a, TZNF-b2 has the highest antibacterial rate,
and the efficiency of killing S.aureus and E.coli under the synergis-
tic effect of photocatalysis and photothermal effect is as high as
100%. From the results of colony statistics, after 30 min of light,
TZNF, TZNF-b1 and TZNF-b2 all have antibacterial properties,
and TZNF with a nano-bowl structure has better antibacterial ac-
tivity. The TZNF matrix has 32% and 29% antibacterial properties
against S.aureus and E.coli under NIR light, in other words, the sin-
gle heat effect can destroy about 30% of bacterial activity. Besides
the thermal effect, the antibacterial efficiency of TZNF-b1 and
TZNF-b2 is significantly higher than that of TZNF, the ROS re-
leased by photocatalysis also play an important role in the anti-
bacterial process. The antibacterial activity of TZNF-b1 is much
lower than that of TZNF-b2. The antibacterial rate of TZNF-b1 to
S.aureus and E.coli is about 40%, which is only slightly better than
TZNF. It can be seen from the trend of antibacterial amount on

Figure 2. 1H NMR spectrum of PS-P4VP

Figure 1. Schematic diagram of preparing bowl-shaped TiO2 coating on TZNF alloy
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Figure 3. SEM images of PS-P4VP/TiO2-1 (a), PS-P4VP/TiO2-2 (b), TZNF-b1 (c) and TZNF-b2 (d), and the nanoparticle size and distribution chart of PS-
P4VP-1 [insert in (a)] and PS-P4VP-2 [insert in (b)]; TEM image (e) and EDS image (f) of the bowl separated from TZNF-b2

Figure 4. TZNF, TZNF-b1 and TZNF-b2 thermal imaging pictures (a) and temperature change diagram (b) under NIR irradiation for 30 min. The data are
represented as mean 6 standard deviation, n¼ 3
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the surface of different samples that the combined action of high

temperature and ROS can effectively sterilize. Compared with

TZNF-b1, TZNF-b2 presents a cliff-like sterilization performance.
The reason may be that the ROS ions released by TZNF-b1 and

the temperature of light and heat did not reach the standard con-
centration and temperature of sterilization, leading to a lower

antibacterial rate [39, 40].
The surface of hydrophilic biomaterials can promote cell

growth and protein adhesion, and cell proliferation and differen-
tiation will be affected by microscopic roughness and wettability,

improving the biocompatibility of the material [41, 42]. Figure 7a

shows the surface hydrophilicity of TZNF, TZNF-b1 and TZNF-b2.
The surface contact angle of TZNF alloy is 72.5 6 6.5�, and the hy-

drophilicity of the nano-bowl-shaped TiO2 coating is improved af-
ter modification, and the contact angle becomes 36.7 6 7.2� and

38.1 6 5.2�, the bowl diameter has little effect on the surface con-

tact angle. The increase in surface roughness leads to an increase
in hydrophilicity, which greatly improves the protein adsorption

on the sample surface. From the statistical graph (Fig. 7b) of pro-

tein adsorption on the surface of 1 cm2 of TZNF, TZNF-b1 and

TZNF-b2, the protein adsorption on the smooth TZNF alloy sur-

face is only 0.246 6 0.08 mg/cm2, while protein content adsorbed

on TZNF-b1 and TZNF-b2 is 1.36 6 0.39 mg/cm2 and
1.43 6 0.56 mg/cm2, respectively. There is little difference be-

tween the surface contact angle and protein adsorption capacity
of TZNF-b1 and TZNF-b2, because the change of the bowl diame-

ter is a nanoscale change, and the test of contact angle and pro-

tein adsorption capacity is a macroscopic test of the entire
sample surface. The hydrophilicity and protein adsorption capac-

ity of the surface of the nano-patterned sample were significantly

improved compared to the pure metal sample surface.
Figure 8a shows the cell proliferation of MC3T3-E1 osteoblasts

before and after TZNF, TZNF-b1 and TZNF-b2 NIR irradiation.

TZNF-b1 and TZNF-b2 have more cells proliferated from the first
day than the TZNF surface (P< 0.05), and the amount of cell pro-

liferation increases more overtime after the third day (P< 0.01). It

has been shown that the nano-patterned surface can improve
the adhesion, diffusion and differentiation of osteoblasts, and the

underlying mechanism is mediated by the cell arrangement of

the cytoskeleton and the formation of adhesion spots. To study

Figure 5. Detection of ROS upon irradiation with NIR light for 30 min: 1O2 and �OH detected from the decay of DPBF and methyl violet of TZNF (a and d),
TZNF-b1 (b and e) and TZNF-b2 (c and f)

Figure 6. (a) Bacteria colony images of TZNF without NIR light and TZNF, TZNF-b1, TZNF-b2 after NIR light; (b) antibacterial rates of the TZNF, TZNF-
b1 and TZNF-b2 under NIR irradiation, TZNF without NIR light as the control. The data are represented as mean 6 standard deviation, n¼ 3
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Figure 7. TZNF, TZNF-b1 and TZNF-b2 surface contact angle diagram (a) and surface protein adsorption diagram (b). The data are represented as mean
6 standard deviation, n¼ 6

Figure 8. (a) Cell proliferation measured by CCK8 after co-culturing with TZNF, TZNF-b1 and TZNF-b2 before and after NIR radiation for 1, 4 and 7 days;
(b) fluorescence images of MC3T3-E1 culture on TZNF, TZNF-b1 and TZNF-b2 for 3 days. The scale bar is 50 mm. The cytoskeleton was stained by Actin-
Tracker-Red (red) and cell nuclei were counterstained by DAPI (blue). TZNF without NIR light as the control. The data are represented as mean 6

standard deviation, n¼ 6 (*P<0.01, **P< 0.01)

Regenerative Biomaterials, 2022, Vol. 00, rbac025 | 7



the influence of NIR light irradiation, the cells on the samples
were irradiated with NIR outside the well plate for 30 min every
day. On the third day, the cells were fluorescently stained to ob-
serve the morphology of MC3T3-E1 cells and shown in Fig. 8b.
The co-cultured cells of the three samples have good morphology
and strong cell viability. The osteoblasts on TZNF spread poorly
compared with TZNF-b1 and TZNF-b2, while the MC3T3-E1 on
the bowl-shaped TiO2 coating is polygonal, with a large number
of filopodia and lamellipodia, indicating the nano-bowl structure
effectively promotes cell proliferation and adhesion. Although
thermal effect and ROS produced an inhibitory effect on the bac-
teria, the cells spread well on the bowl-shaped TiO2 coating under
the long-term additional culture of osteoblasts, as the result of
the different mechanisms of bacteria and cells proliferating on
the surface. The attachment of bacteria to the surface of the ma-
terial and subsequent reproduction depends on the formation of
colonies, while mammalian cells can adhere to the surface of
implants as single cells mediated by proteins, while nanostruc-
ture can already promote the expression of a variety of proteins
in cells, thereby promoting the assembly of cytoskeletal struc-
tures. In addition, although local overheating is harmful to cells,
the growth process of cells is a long-term process, and subse-
quent growth and proliferation can be gradually repaired [43–45].

Conclusion
In summary, based on a PS-P4VP polymer template, a nano-
bowl-shaped TiO2 coating was prepared on TZNF alloy, and a
multi-mechanism synergistic antibacterial mode was established
under NIR light, and the surface nanostructure promotes the pro-
liferation and adhesion of osteoblasts. The reason why the bowl-
shaped TiO2 coating is antibacterial is that C, N-codoped TiO2

absorbs NIR light and produces photocatalytic and photothermal
effects, which yield ROS and heat to inactivate bacteria (both
Gram-positive and Gram-negative bacteria). The surface modifi-
cation of the nano-bowl-shaped structure improves the surface
hydrophilicity of the metal matrix and improves the adsorption
capacity of the surface protein. Short-term irradiation of NIR light
does not affect the growth of osteoblasts but also promotes the
proliferation, diffusion and adhesion of osteoblasts. This work
demonstrates a practical strategy for endowing implant materi-
als to efficiently antibacterial and promotes cell growth around
tissues without the use of antibiotics, thereby reducing potential
bacterial-related complications in the actual clinical process.
This type of surface modification method for antibacterial mate-
rials with multiple antibacterial mechanisms is expected to be-
come a promising method with high biosafety, further expanding
the range of options for metal implants.
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