
The medical management of terminal illness 

Sir?Lest there is any misunderstanding following the 

helpful statement on 'The medical management of 
terminal illness' from the Committee on Ethical Issues 

in Medicine (prepared by Sir Douglas Black, October 
1993, page 397), clinicians should note that the Law 
Lords made clear in the case of Airedale NHS Trust vs 

Tony Bland that their ruling on treatment withdrawal 
in persistent vegetative state applied only to that case. 

Any decisions to withdraw treatment in PVS will 

require individual application to the High Court. 
To make such an application, clinicians must have 

the opinion of two independent neurologists that the 
victim is indeed in a persistent vegetative state and 
must demonstrate that at least six months' active reha- 

bilitation has been delivered and that the patient has 
been under close observation for at least one year 
without any sign of improvement. The opinions of any 
family or carers should also be given great weight. 

Clinicians should not take the Bland case as a prece- 
dent which will enable them to withdraw treatment in 

PVS without recourse to the law. 
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