
RETRACTION

Retraction: Decreased miR-204 in H. pylori-

Associated Gastric Cancer Promotes Cancer

Cell Proliferation and Invasion by Targeting

SOX4

The PLOS ONE Editors

Following publication of this article [1] and its subsequent correction [2], concerns have been

raised about similarities between images in different figures within the article and also between

images in [1] and images in another article by some of the same authors [3], reporting different

experiments.

Specifically,

• The miR-204 inhibitor panel of Fig 2B in [1] is the same image as the iNC panel of Fig 2B

in [3].

• The miR-204 mimic panel of Fig 2B in [1] is the same image as the mimics panel of Fig

2B in [3].

• The iNC and inhibitor panels of Fig 3D in [1] are the same images as the 7901 LV-miR-

203 and LV-control panels Fig 2E in [3].

• In S4C Fig [1] the pLV-NC 24h panel appears similar to the iNC 24h panel in Fig 2C

• In S4C Fig [1] the pLV-SOX4 24h panel appears similar to the miR-204 inhibitor 24h

panel in Fig 2C

• In S4C Fig [1] the mimics 24h panel appears similar to the miR-204 mimic 24h panel in

Fig 2C

• In S4C Fig [1] the mimics 0h panel appears similar to the NC 0h panel in Fig 2C

• In S4C Fig [1]the pLV-SOX4 0h panel appears similar to the miR-204 inhibitor 0h panel

in Fig 2C

• In S4C Fig [1] the pLV-NC 0h panel appears similar to the iNC 0h panel in Fig 2C

• In S4C Fig [1] the mimics +pLV-SOX4 24h panel appears similar to the pLV-NC 24h

panel in Fig 6B

• In Fig 2 of [1] the legends for panels B and C are switched.

The authors clarified that the duplicate images in Fig 2B of [1] were included in error, and

that the iNC and inhibitor panels were correctly reported in Fig 3D of [1] but incorrectly

included in Fig 2E of [3]. The underlying raw image files for this article are not available. Par-

tial underlying chart data was provided by the authors, but the underlying data for charts

shown in Figs 2B, 3, 4E, 6C, S2, S3B, S3D and S4 are not available.
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In the course of editorial follow up on this article, inconsistencies in ethics oversight docu-

mentation were identified, and it has come to light that the collection and use of patient tissue

samples in this study did not have specific approval from the Ethical Committee of the First

Affiliated Hospital of Nanjing Medical University, contrary to the statement included in the

Materials and Methods section of the article.

In light of the above issues, the PLOS ONE Editors retract this article [1] due to the lack of

ethical oversight for the work and concerns about the reliability of the results reported.

GZ disagreed with the retraction. XY, LL, JS either could not be reached or did not reply

directly. GZ stands by the article’s findings and apologizes for the issues with the published

article.

References
1. Zhou X, Li L, Su J, Zhang G (2014) Decreased miR-204 in H. pylori-Associated Gastric Cancer Pro-

motes Cancer Cell Proliferation and Invasion by Targeting SOX4. PLoS ONE 9(7): e101457. https://

doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0101457 PMID: 24984017

2. The PLOS ONE Staff (2014) Correction: Decreased miR-204 in H. pylori-Associated Gastric Cancer

Promotes Cancer Cell Proliferation and Invasion by Targeting SOX4. PLoS ONE 9(9): e109057.

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0109057

3. Zhou X., Xu G., Yin C., Jin W., Zhang G. Down-regulation of miR-203 induced by Helicobacter pylori

infection promotes the proliferation and invasion of gastric cancer by targeting CASK. Oncotarget.

2014; 5: 11631–11640. https://doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.2600 PMID: 25373785

PLOS ONE

PLOS ONE | https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0241451 October 22, 2020 2 / 2

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0101457
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0101457
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24984017
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0109057
https://doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.2600
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25373785
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0241451

