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TheHIV epidemic is integrally linked to reproductive health.
Indeed HIV itself, which is predominantly a sexually trans-
mitted infection, is a key reproductive health issue. Inwomen,
HIV can have adverse impact on pregnancy, childbirth, and
breastfeeding. HIV status also affects conception and par-
enting choices. Both HIV and poor reproductive health
share common drivers, including poverty, gender inequality,
and social marginalization of vulnerable populations [1].
Responses to both health issues should therefore be closely
linked and mutually reinforcing. The 2006 Political Decla-
ration on HIV/AIDS that called for greater linkage between
HIV/AIDS and reproductive health as an additional approach
to curb the epidemic [2].

Furthermore, new approaches are needed to ensure that
long-term, high-quality health services can meet both the
HIV and broader reproductive health needs of women and
men [3]. These innovative approaches include integrated ser-
vices or a “one-stop shop,”where both services are provided in
a single clinic with the same health provider during a single
visit. As we approach the deadline for meeting the Millen-
niumDevelopment Goals in 2015 [4] and as the global health
community debates the new Sustainable Development Goals
for the post-2015 era [5], it is clear that greater integration of
HIV and reproductive health research and service provision
will be critical to achieve these goals.

The intersection between family planning and HIV ser-
vices forwomen livingwithHIV is a central theme of this spe-
cial issue. An estimated 13 million HIV-infected women live
in sub-Saharan Africa [6]. Improved access to family plan-
ning among HIV-infected women will decrease maternal
morbidity andmortality and improve neonatal outcomes [7].

Yet among HIV-infected women in this region, unintended
pregnancy has been reported to range from 62% to 93%,
including women on antiretroviral therapy [7, 8]. Despite
current guidelines and best practice, contraceptive provision
is not routinely offered as part of HIV services [9]. Evenwhen
it is offered, women andmen frequently do not have informa-
tion about or access to the full range of effectivemethods, and
long-actingmethods like intrauterine devices and contracep-
tive implants are often unavailable in high-HIV prevalence
settings [10]. In addition, more attention is needed for
drug interactions between antiretroviral drugs and hormonal
contraceptives and for promotion of dual-method use. HIV-
positive and -negative women need better information about
and greater access to proven contraceptive methods.

For HIV negative women, there is a need to integrate
HIV counselling and testing with contraceptive services, so
that access to both services is increased. While pregnancy is
known to increase the risk of HIV acquisition, antenatal ser-
vices often fail to offer male or female condoms and safer sex
counselling to pregnant women. In countries where there are
high rates of teenage pregnancy and of HIV among adoles-
cent girls, there are very few examples of effective integrated
services for young women.

We hope that the papers in this special issue will bring
additional attention to the intersection of HIV and repro-
ductive health. A renewed focus on this intersection by
populations, public and private health systems, country
ministries of health and finance, and international donors, as
well as attention by the larger global health research com-
munity, remains essential to continue to advance women’s
health. Such attention can also help promote gender equality,
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especially for those affected by and at risk ofHIV. Readers will
find a number of papers on providing comprehensive sexual
and reproductive health services, including abortion care,
to HIV-infected women from sub-Saharan Africa and Asia,
prevention of gender-based and intimate partner violence,
and the need to develop female-controlled multipurpose
technologies designed to prevent pregnancy, HIV, and STI
transmission.
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