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our publication.

We reported and explained this concern in the lim-
itation section of our study,1 stated as “the ranking of
certain conditions seems counterintuitive, which may
be related to the formulating Chinese lay descriptions of
health states, and we suggest these descriptions to be
further improved by medical experts.”

In previous study, Juanita A Haagsma et al.2 reported
that the ranking of certain conditions seems counterin-
tuitive with the explanation of two aspects: for instance,
the disability weight for profound intellectual disability is
lower than the disability weight for back pain. Firstly, a
possible explanation for this may be that brief lay de-
scriptions were used to describe the major functional
consequences and symptoms associated with the health
state, and that the disease label indicating the cause of the
health state was removed from the description. The latter
was a deliberate choice, because the disease label may
elicit bias for stigmatizing conditions.3 A second expla-
nation may be the framing of the paired comparison. In
the pairwise comparison, respondents are asked to judge
the level of the health states, and this may lead to bias if
respondents consider some health states as not being
associated with “being ill”.4

As per Thomas and colleagues’ comment that “These
DW were established by presenting participants with a
selection of lay descriptions (not the whole batch or the
disease state names), in a process of pairwise compari-
son. Health states themselves were not given, and
ultimate weights were estimated using statistical
modelling”, we thought the possible reason may be
related to the use of brief lay descriptions in Chinese
language to describe the major functional consequences
and symptoms. Besides, the inconsistent results of
certain health states may be related to some cultural and
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regional factors influencing the assessment of the
severity of health states.

Thus, our next step is to conduct further research on
these health states with illogical results, different panels
of participants including the public and/or clinicians, as
well as the development of health state descriptions.
Apart from that, we are working together with GBD
IHME DW5 team to conduct a further statistical analysis
of the influencing factors on disability weight estimation
considering age, sex, and other potential factors.

Contributors
Xiaoxue Liu and Chuanhua Yu wrote the reply. Chuanhua Yu reviewed
and edited the reply. Chuanhua Yu supervised the DW research.

Declaration of interests
The authors have no relevant conflicts of interest to declare.

Acknowledgements
This research was funded by the National Natural Science Foundation of
China [grant number 82173626] and the National Key Research and
Development Program of China [grant numbers 2018YFC1315302].
References
1 Liu X, Wang F, Zhou M, et al. Eliciting national and subnational sets

of disability weights in mainland China: Findings from the Chinese
disability weight measurement study. Lancet Reg Health West Pac.
2022;26:100520. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lanwpc.2022.100520.

2 Haagsma JA, Maertens de Noordhout C, Polinder S, et al.
Assessing disability weights based on the responses of 30,660
people from four European countries. Popul Health Metrics.
2015;13:10. https://doi.org/10.1186/s12963-015-0042-4.

3 Salomon JA, Vos T, Hogan DR, et al. Common values in
assessing health outcomes from disease and injury: disability
weights measurement study for the Global Burden of Disease
Study 2010. Lancet. 2012;380:2129–2143. https://doi.org/10.1016/
S0140-6736(12)61680-8.

4 Nord E. Disability weights in the Global Burden of Disease 2010: un-
clear meaning and overstatement of international agreement. Health
Pol. 2013;111:99–104. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.healthpol.2013.03.019.

5 Salomon JA, Haagsma JA, Davis A, et al. Disability weights for the
global burden of disease 2013 study. Lancet Glob Health. 2015;3(11):
e712–e723. https://doi.org/10.1016/S2214-109X(15)00069-8.
s://doi.org/10.1016/j.lanwpc.2024.101008
l of Public Health, Wuhan University, No. 115 Donghu Road, Wuchang

CC BY-NC-ND license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-

1

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
Delta:1_given name
Delta:1_surname
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lanwpc.2022.100520
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12963-015-0042-4
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(12)61680-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(12)61680-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.healthpol.2013.03.019
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2214-109X(15)00069-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lanwpc.2022.100520
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lanwpc.2024.101008
mailto:yuchua@whu.edu.cn
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.lanwpc.2024.101009&domain=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lanwpc.2024.101009
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lanwpc.2024.101009
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lanwpc.2024.101009
www.thelancet.com/digital-health

	Author's reply: “Eliciting national and subnational sets of disability weights in mainland China: findings from the Chinese ...
	ContributorsXiaoxue Liu and Chuanhua Yu wrote the reply. Chuanhua Yu reviewed and edited the reply. Chuanhua Yu supervised  ...
	Declaration of interests
	Acknowledgements
	References


