PEC Innovation 1 (2022) 100105

journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/pecinn

Contents lists available at ScienceDirect

PEC Innovation

PEC

innovation

Volume 1: Editorial - PEC Innovation

Check for
updates

It is with great pleasure that we finalize this first volume of PEC Innova-
tion. PEC Innovation was initiated in July 2021 as an open-access sibling
journal to Patient Education & Counseling. PEC Innovation focuses on work
that is particularly novel or that provides new insights into health care com-
munication, education, and promotion.

Over this past 18 months, the journal has exceeded expectations with
approximately 200 submissions. We have established a geographically
and methodologically diverse and committed editorial board and launched
two special issues on innovative topics: Communication in Genomic and Pre-
cision Medicine and Improving the Delivery of Care using Digital Technologies.
Many of you have participated in the peer-review process through submit-
ting your own manuscripts and providing reviews of other scholars’ work.
We are pleased that PEC Innovation is having global reach, with papers pub-
lished from authors from at least 18 countries in this first volume.

The central focus of PEC Innovation is the question: What is innovation?
The editorial board recognizes that there are many answers to this question.
In the journal’s author guidelines, we ask that authors specify in the manu-
script’s Discussion section what is innovative about their research. This sub-
section on Innovation is a major difference between PEC Innovation and
Patient Education & Counseling. We note that “innovation may use either
specific or general framing. Specific framing for innovation may be related
to novel conceptual or theoretical approaches to research, new instruments,
methods, or interventions. General framing for innovation may focus on
how the research or its implications are related to novelty, such as the appli-
cation of methods that have been used in one field that are now being
applied to a new area, the implementation of methods in a new cultural
setting, or translation of measures into new languages, among other more
general features of innovation.”

In this volume, we have seen authors answer the call for innovation in a
variety of ways. Some studies have reported on pilot tests of innovative
interventions to address important problems in healthcare communication,
including improving conversations about treatment cost [1], improving
recruitment to cancer clinical trials [2], and improving clinical communica-
tion through peer-based coaching [3]. Other studies report on pilot inter-
ventions addressing important healthcare problems outside of the clinical
environment including conversations about family building when inherited
cancer risk is present [4] and health education for older adults in an apart-
ment community [5]. Many studies published in this first volume report on
qualitative data that investigate an understanding of a healthcare problem
in a new way or that provide applied findings, such as how to talk to lung
cancer patients in non-stigmatizing ways [6]. Other studies report on the
validation of measures, descriptions of novel methods, and systematic
reviews that provide novel conclusions based on the synthesis of literature.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.pecinn.2022.100105

This is by no means an exhaustive list, but meant to provide some examples
of how innovation presents in this first volume. In the coming years, we
look to expand this description to include new ways of conceiving of and
operationalizing innovation.

Looking forward to Volume 2, we will continue to do our best to find
qualified reviewers for submissions to allow authors to have a fair and
timely review process. As this is a common interest for PEC Innovation
and the authors, we also think reviewing should be a common responsibil-
ity. We strongly encourage you to accept invitations to review as often as
possible, or to suggest other qualified candidates when you are unable to
commit yourself. We will also have calls for two new special issues. We
hope to continue to have your partnership.

References

[1] Hamel LM, Dougherty DW, Hastert TA, Seymour EK, Kim S, Assad H, et al. The DISCO
App: A pilot test of a multi-level intervention to reduce the financial burden of cancer
through improved cost communication. PEC Innov. 2022;1:100002.

[2] Eggly S, Manning M, Senft N, Moore TF, Albrecht TL, Penner LA, et al. Development and
pilot test of a physician-focused cancer clinical trials communication training interven-
tion. PEC Innov. 2022;1:100012.

[3] Pollak KI, Gao X, Kennedy D, Youssef-Elgamal A, Morales A, Huntington J, et al. Assessing
the feasibility and acceptability of a peer-based communication coaching model among
hospital clinicians. PEC Innov. 2022;1:100072.

[4] Dean M, Baker JT, Reblin M, Hintz EA, Vadaparampil ST, Haskins C, et al. Feasibility, ac-

ceptability, and outcomes of a pilot intervention facilitating communication about family

building between patients with inherited cancer risk and their partners. PEC Innov. 2022;

1:100055.

Maxwell CA, Roberts C, Oesmann K, Muhimpundu S, Archer KR, Patel MR, et al. Health

and wellness for disadvantaged older adults: The AFRESH pilot study. PEC Innov. 2022;

1:100084.

Ostroff JS, Banerjee SC, Lynch K, Shen MJ, Williamson TJ, Haque N, et al. Reducing

stigma triggered by assessing smoking status among patients diagnosed with lung cancer:

De-stigmatizing do and don’t lessons learned from qualitative interviews. PEC Innov.

2022;1:100025.

[5

[6

=

Carma L. Bylund”
Editor-in-Chief

Lena Giinterberg Heyn
Anna M. Kerr
Christopher J. Koenig
Associate Editors

E-mail address: carma.bylund@ufl.edu
*Corresponding author.

2772-6282/© 2022 The Authors. Published by Elsevier B.V. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).


http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.pecinn.2022.100105&domain=pdf
mailto:carma.bylund@ufl.edu
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/
www.elsevier.com/locate/pecinn

	Volume 1: Editorial �-� PEC Innovation
	References




