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Since its launch 7 years ago, in 2013, New Microbes and New In-
fections (NMNI) has published a total of 773 of the 1300 submitted
papers retrievable in PubMed Central (Fig. 1). NMNI aims to
provide access to an international forum for authors reporting
facts in infectious and primarily tropical diseases and clinical
microbiology that are new in one place and country. Accordingly,
NMNI acknowledges contributions from emerging research
teams, offering authors the opportunity to publish in their own
language, in addition to English; in 2020, two manuscripts have
been submitted in non-English languages (French). In the mean-
time, NMNI has been included in PubMed Central, obviously
increasing its visibility and the interest of authors and readers.

NMNI is an online-only journal, meaning that authors can
submit their contributions any time and that accepted papers
are released by chronological order of acceptance. NMNI re-
views papers in English, French, German, Spanish, Portuguese,
Chinese, Russian, Arabic and Berber thanks to a panel of in-
ternational editors who are greatly thanked for their kind
contributions to the editorial process. Accepted papers are
translated into English and published both in the original lan-
guage version and in English, after the corresponding author has
approved the English translation. Papers can be submitted in any
of 12 categories with the understanding that papers must
report reliable facts in infectious and tropical diseases and
clinical microbiology that are new in one geographic region.

In 2020, NMNI received 515 submissions, including 202 (39.2%)
papers with coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) as the sub-
ject. Of the 515 submitted papers, 190 (36.9%) have been
accepted for publication, 101 (19.6%) are still under review, 21
(4%) have been withdrawn and 203 (39.4%) have been rejected
(Figs. | and 2). Sixty-four (20.4%) of the 313 non-COVID-19
papers are still under review and 129/313 (41.2%) non-
COVID-19 papers have been rejected; for COVID-19-related
papers, the respective figures are 37/202 (18.3%) and 69/202
(34.1%) including 64 papers having COVID-19 as the subject;
versus 117/515 rejected papers (22.7%) including 52/202
(COVID-19-related papers). In addition, manuscripts came from
avery much wider variety of countries showing that the journal is
sought as a publication venue by an increasing number of authors.
Fig. 3 represents the geographical origin of submitted papers in
2020, indicating that NMNI is on the way to achieving its main
goal, which is the rapid promotion of discoveries in infectious and
tropical diseases and clinical microbiology made by emerging
research teams from all over the world.

In 2020, Iran was the most contributive country with 144
manuscripts, followed by India (54 manuscripts), Pakistan (47
manuscripts) and France (46 manuscripts). The journal continues
to make efforts to help authors from countries with cultural and
financial difficulties to improve the quality of their scientific
production and to share their knowledge with the global scientific
community. The Editorial speed from submission to final editorial
outcome has decreased from | 1.7 weeks in 2018 and 13.4 weeks
in 2019 to 10.1 weeks in 2020 (excluding one manuscript which
took more than 14 months to be edited) (Fig. 4).

The current citation rate Cite Score is 2.3, the Source
Normalized Impact per Paper (SNIP) is 0.602. Our next
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FIG. |. Submitted manuscripts and editorial outcomes 2016—-2020 (Elsevier data).
250
209
200
150
9 105
100 78
61
50 394140 28
1211 A Vo5 %1055, 9708 15 10 12
II 754 7 32435 22110 25 48 0000 0000 00003 ooool
0 II -l lI_-I I-__I Eminl = o | | -
& o o > ©
&0& {,@e o@\g er6 & &‘0‘ & o\e‘j é\@‘\ $° \‘9& ‘o\o%A &
& B & < & & S S & R o &
& & & <,'z§°® & (‘o & € & « N & A
9 ) &5 \ & & & & ) xS &
S o < & "~ X S o S N
> & © % © <O R
& & © © 3 &
> £© < N &
2 & Y X Q&
R < @ S oS
e N ,;}‘} 20
<~ S@ N

<*m 2016 m2017 W 2018 ® 2019 ®2020

FIG. 2. Number of submissions from 2016 to 2020 by article type.

objective will be to apply to Thomson Reuters for indexing in
the Web of Science.

Readership

Online readership of NMNI continues to grow. The most cited
paper has 37 citations [1], and was the most uploaded paper in
2020 (69 734 times) and a second paper [2] was the paper that
was most shared and commented upon on social networks
(87 403 times).

© 2021 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd, NMNI, 41, 100859

Perspectives

The anticipated change in the Editor-in-Chief in 2021 will give
NMNI the opportunity to change the editorial line and take a
new step, after 7 years of infancy.

Undoubtedly, 2020 demonstrated the importance of trans-
parency, both in the publishing and editorial world and in other
fields of social life, and this keyword must govern the path of
NMNI in 2021 and beyond. An updated card indicating the in-
terests of the publisher (Elsevier), the Editor (Editorial board)
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FIG. 3. Geographical origin of submitted papers in 2020.

and the author (most often, authors) in publishing or rejecting
one manuscript, will be enforced: as well as the list of rejected
manuscripts with the reason for rejection. Furthermore,
automatic control of this tripartite declarative plan in the future
may further increase the transparency of our editorial activities.

Breaking the barriers that colleagues may encounter when
submitting a manuscript is the goal of NMNI. The language
barrier is real, and we must be proud to work on editing and
publishing manuscripts in non-English languages. This possibility,
however, is too often ignored by potential authors. This must
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FIG. 4. Average editorial and publication speed for published articles in
NMNI (Elsevier data).

be corrected by more forceful advertising by the publisher
Elsevier. We propose the immediate addition of such adver-
tising to the journal’s front screen, and further ways must be
found of making this known. Likewise, the money barrier will
have to be further broken down by the addition of publicity
regarding official waivers offered by the consortium of pub-
lishers, to which the publisher Elsevier adheres. Lowering
official prices, which are currently incomprehensibly high
compared with prices practiced by high-impact journals, must
be explored.

These are some of the pathways to be followed during 2021,
taking into consideration lessons from the COVID-I9 crisis,
which clearly affected the publishing—editing world and the
publisher Elsevier in particular.
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