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Clinical geratology
Sir?Professor Stout (April 1993, page 192) is con-

cerned for the future of the human species now that
the yniversity of Oxford has degignated =-* subject ==
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Letters to the editor

clinical geratology. I am delighted to discover that Pro-

fessor Stout has access to the Shorter gxford English dic-

tionary whence he has plucked the archaic implica—

tions of decadence and | i extinction that he
impending

quotes. ! could w1slh that he also had a copy of Collins

dictionary from which he would learn that nowadays

geratology is 'the branch of medicine concerned with

the elderly and the phenomena associated with age-
ing' [11.

Dr Alex Comfort [2] pointed out that while 'geri-
atrics' is a serviceable term for medical practice
among ©14d people, 'gerontology' is = false coining for
the science of ageing since it implies restriction to the
study of 0ld men (yepovxEt;). The more commodious
concept ©f geratology is derived from yr*pocq (o0ld age)
and is a proper interest for an academic department of
a liberal yniversity.

The editors of the (oxford English dictionary assured

me last year that they will modernise the definition of
for their next edition aqt] Dr Comfort in

geratology citing

literary provenance. This will be yorthy tribute to an

author whose various writings have done so much to

inform the professional and enliven the private lives of
geratologists.
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