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Abstract: Growth hormone (GH) and glutamine (Gln) stimulate the growth of the intestinal mucosa.
GH activates the proliferation of intestinal stem cells (ISCs), enhances the formation of crypt organoids,
increases ISC stemness markers in the intestinal organoids, and drives the differentiation of ISCs into
Paneth cells and enterocytes. Gln enhances the proliferation of ISCs and increases crypt organoid
formation; however, it mainly acts on the post-proliferation activity of ISCs to maintain the stability
of crypt organoids and the intestinal mucosa, as well as to stimulate the differentiation of ISCs into
goblet cells and possibly Paneth cells and enteroendocrine cells. Since GH and Gln have differential
effects on ISCs. Their use in combination may have synergistic effects on ISCs. In this review,
we summarize the evidence of the actions of GH and/or Gln on crypt cells and ISCs in the literature.
Overall, most studies demonstrated that GH and Gln in combination exerted synergistic effects to
activate the proliferation of crypt cells and ISCs and enhance crypt organoid formation and mucosal
growth. This treatment influenced the proliferation of ISCs to a similar degree as GH treatment alone
and the differentiation of ISCs to a similar degree as Gln treatment alone.
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1. Intestinal Stem Cells

The intestine comprises mucosa, submucosa, muscle layers, and serosa, as well as intestinal stem
cells (ISCs) located at or near the crypt base of the mucosa (Figure 1) [1–3]. ISCs play an important
role in the growth and the regeneration of the intestinal mucosa and the maintenance of intestinal
epithelial homeostasis [4–6]. In addition, the recovery of the intestinal mucosa after various insults is
highly dependent on the proliferation and the differentiation of ISCs [1,2,7]. The intestinal epithelial
cells are renewed every four to five days, and when proliferation is activated, ISCs undergo terminal
differentiation as they migrate to the luminal surface [1,2,7–9]. They divide to produce transit
amplifying cells, which differentiate into absorptive enterocytes and secretory cells, including Paneth
cells, goblet cells, and enteroendocrine cells [1,7,8]. Paneth cells move back to the crypt base and
intersperse between the stem cells, and the other types of cells migrate into the villi [8,10,11]. In general,
absorptive enterocytes constitute about 80% of the small intestinal mucosal epithelial cells, goblet cells
5–10%, enteroendocrine cells 1%, and Paneth cells 5%, respectively [8,12]. ISCs may present various
kinds of stemness markers, including leucine-rich repeat-containing G protein-coupled receptor 5
(Lgr5), musashi-1 (Msi1), B cell-specific Moloney murine leukemia virus integration site 1 (Bmi1),
and Ephrin receptor-B3 (EphB3) [13–15]. These markers can be used to identify the presence or the
activation of ISCs [14]. The Lgr5+ stem cells, located at the crypt base, are rapidly dividing cells and
are important for intestinal renewal [8,13,16,17]. Bmi1+ cells, mainly distributed at the +4 position of
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the crypt, are more quiescent and are activated during stress or injury, producing intestinal progenitor
cells to replace the damaged intestinal cells [8,16,17].
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Figure 1. The diagram of the cell types and structures in the intestine 

In the literature, studies on intestinal stem cells have often investigated the changes in the 
crypts of the intestines, including crypt cell proliferation, crypt height, crypt volume, crypt depth, 
and the proliferation index such as Ki67 or proliferating cell nuclear antigen (PCNA) in the crypt 
region [18–22]. These structural and morphological changes are considered to represent, at least 
partially, the presence and/or the activity of ISCs [18–22]. In recent years, the isolation of the 
ISC-containing crypt fraction and observation of crypt organoid (or enteroid) formation in in vitro 
culture systems has been developed and can be used for the study of intestinal biophysiology, 
pathology, and regeneration [14,15,23–28]. Crypt organoids are a non-transformed tissue culture 
system containing ISCs and differentiated intestinal epithelial cells within an organotypic 
three-dimensional structure containing crypt-, villus-, and lumen-like domains [27]. Single Lgr5+ 
stem cell can be cultured into three-dimensional organoids containing all intestinal epithelial cell 
types of the villi at near-normal ratios [14,15,25,26,29]. 

The control of intestinal epithelial cell proliferation and differentiation is multifactorial [8]. 
Since the proliferation and the activity of the ISCs play an important role in growth, regeneration, 
and integrity of the intestinal mucosa, adequate nutritional supply and energy supplementation are 
required to support the rapid turnover of ISCs and maintain the integrity of the intestinal epithelium 
[4–6,30]. Furthermore, in clinical settings, patients undergoing extensive resection of the intestine 
may suffer intestinal failure due to short bowel syndrome (SBS), which results in the significant 
malabsorption of fluid, electrolytes, and various nutrients [31,32]. After an intestinal resection, 
structural and functional changes occur in the remaining intestine, including increased wall 
thickness, mucosal hyperplasia, and mucosal surface area [21,33,34]. Then, the remnant bowel 
becomes gradually elongated and dilated, which is associated with a slow increase in small bowel 
absorptive capacity [21,33,34]. The structural and the functional changes in the remaining intestine 
usually begin on the second post-operative day, after which the intestinal wall width and crypt 
depth significantly increase as early as the fifth day post operation, which peaks within 1–2 weeks of 
surgery, the development of which is limited to four weeks after intestinal resection [21,35,36]. 
However, these changes are generally not enough to support the capacity of the intestine to absorb 
nutrients in SBS [37]. To meet their nutritional requirements, patients with SBS often require 
long-term parenteral nutrition (PN) or even total parenteral nutrition (TPN) [22,38]. It is important 
to determine which constituents specifically affect the activity of ISCs and the intestinal epithelial 
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In the literature, studies on intestinal stem cells have often investigated the changes in the crypts
of the intestines, including crypt cell proliferation, crypt height, crypt volume, crypt depth, and the
proliferation index such as Ki67 or proliferating cell nuclear antigen (PCNA) in the crypt region [18–22].
These structural and morphological changes are considered to represent, at least partially, the presence
and/or the activity of ISCs [18–22]. In recent years, the isolation of the ISC-containing crypt fraction and
observation of crypt organoid (or enteroid) formation in in vitro culture systems has been developed
and can be used for the study of intestinal biophysiology, pathology, and regeneration [14,15,23–28].
Crypt organoids are a non-transformed tissue culture system containing ISCs and differentiated
intestinal epithelial cells within an organotypic three-dimensional structure containing crypt-, villus-,
and lumen-like domains [27]. Single Lgr5+ stem cell can be cultured into three-dimensional organoids
containing all intestinal epithelial cell types of the villi at near-normal ratios [14,15,25,26,29].

The control of intestinal epithelial cell proliferation and differentiation is multifactorial [8]. Since
the proliferation and the activity of the ISCs play an important role in growth, regeneration, and integrity
of the intestinal mucosa, adequate nutritional supply and energy supplementation are required to
support the rapid turnover of ISCs and maintain the integrity of the intestinal epithelium [4–6,30].
Furthermore, in clinical settings, patients undergoing extensive resection of the intestine may suffer
intestinal failure due to short bowel syndrome (SBS), which results in the significant malabsorption of
fluid, electrolytes, and various nutrients [31,32]. After an intestinal resection, structural and functional
changes occur in the remaining intestine, including increased wall thickness, mucosal hyperplasia,
and mucosal surface area [21,33,34]. Then, the remnant bowel becomes gradually elongated and dilated,
which is associated with a slow increase in small bowel absorptive capacity [21,33,34]. The structural
and the functional changes in the remaining intestine usually begin on the second post-operative day,
after which the intestinal wall width and crypt depth significantly increase as early as the fifth day
post operation, which peaks within 1–2 weeks of surgery, the development of which is limited to four
weeks after intestinal resection [21,35,36]. However, these changes are generally not enough to support
the capacity of the intestine to absorb nutrients in SBS [37]. To meet their nutritional requirements,
patients with SBS often require long-term parenteral nutrition (PN) or even total parenteral nutrition
(TPN) [22,38]. It is important to determine which constituents specifically affect the activity of ISCs
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and the intestinal epithelial growth in these patients [30,39]. Various growth factors and nutrients
including growth hormone (GH), epidermal growth factor, insulin-like growth factor-1 (IGF-1), caffeic
acid, curcumin, bombesin, chitosan, proteins and amino acids such as glutamine (Gln), and long and
short chains triglycerides may affect the activity of intestinal stem cells [3,5,8,15,17,26,27,30,33,36,37].
Among them, GH and Gln have been found to activate intestinal epithelial cell proliferation [8,15,27].
However, the effects of GH and Gln on the intestines and the intestinal mucosa are inconsistent
across the literature [8,15,27,40], and the influence of GH and/or Gln on the ISCs is unclear. Therefore,
in this review, we summarize the evidence for the effect of GH and/or Gln on crypt cells and ISCs in
various in vitro and in vivo models and human diseases. We conducted a literature search of PubMed
using a combination of the following keywords and their variants: growth hormone, glutamine,
intestine, stem cell, and intestinal stem cell (up to 31 May 2019). The search included all articles listed
in PubMed. The titles and the abstracts of the identified articles were read, and those concerning
growth hormone, glutamine, crypt, intestinal stem cell, and intestinal cell proliferation were included.
Only articles written in English were included. Articles involving topics clearly not relevant were
excluded. The selected articles were read in full, and further articles identified from their references
were also reviewed with a view to include studies that may have been missed in the initial search.
A total of 103 references were thus used in the present review. We also discuss the influence of
combined GH and Gln on the proliferation and the differentiation of the ISCs and propose possible
clinical applications of this combination in intestinal diseases.

2. Growth Hormone and Intestinal Stem Cells

Growth hormone is a pleiotropic hormone that plays an important role in the modulation of
various physiological processes [41,42]. It binds to the growth hormone receptor (GHR) to induce
intracellular signaling pathways and gene expression [41,42]. GH can promote stem cell activation,
proliferation, differentiation, and survival [43]. It exerts anabolic effects largely via the stimulation
of IGF-1 production [44]; however, it may also act through IGF-1-independent pathways [42,45–47].
GH is also a potent modulator of the hematopoietic system [42,43]. It regulates the proliferation
and the differentiation of hematopoietic and immune cells and enhances in vitro erythropoiesis,
granulopoiesis, and lymphopoiesis [42,43,48–52]. GH replacement therapy significantly modifies the
GHR expression in isolated CD34+-enriched hematopoietic progenitor cells, increases clonogenicity of
erythroid progenitors, and upregulates cell cycle-propagating proteins, including mitogen-activated
protein kinase 1, cyclins D1/E1, PCNA, and IGF-1 in GH deficiency patients [42]. GH also affects the
proliferation of neural stem cells and promotes neurogenesis by regulating the proliferation and the
differentiation of neural stem cells in the brain [53,54].

GH has been found to affect the adaptation of intestinal tissues in animal models and patients
with SBS [15,31,33]. Transgenic mice overexpressing GH show an increased body weight and intestinal
weight compared to control mice [55]. GH also affects the activity of ISCs or crypt cells (Table 1).
GH deficiency following hypophysectomy in rats induces intestinal atrophy, which is attributed largely
to a decrease in the mitotic division of epithelial stem cells [18]. Rats genetically deficient in GH show
reduced villous volume and surface area, crypt volume, and epithelial cell height in the intestine
compared to control rats; intraperitoneal GH administration (1.6 IU/day for 7 d) can increase these
values to levels similar to the control [18]. Furthermore, a subcutaneous injection of recombinant bovine
GH (1 mg/kg, twice daily for 7 d) in newborn calves was found to reduce villus size, increase crypt
depth, and enhance crypt depth/villus height ratio in the small intestine compared to the control [20].
A higher crypt depth and a smaller villus size in GH-treated calves is attributed to an enhanced crypt
cell proliferation, the inhibition of crypt cell differentiation, and/or a shortened life span of epithelial
cells [20]. In general, the literature shows that GH can increase the crypt depth, indicating increased
crypt cell proliferation; however, the effects of GH on villus height are variable.
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Table 1. Effects of growth hormone treatment on intestinal crypt cells and stem cells.

Model GH Doses Treatment
Duration Effects Reference

Number

Cultured ISCs
from mice 10 ng/ml 7 days

↑Lgr5, Bmi1, Msi1, EphB3, Ki67
↑lysozyme, villin,
↓chromogranin A
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villus height, villus diameter,
intestinal muscular layer, wall
thickness, mitosis number per
filed, crypt/villus ratio

[19]

Newborn calves 1 mg/kg, bid, sc 7 days ↓villus size
↑crypt depth, crypt/villus ratio [20]

Cultured explants of
human duodenal
mucosa

0.004 IU/ml 22 h ↑number of metaphase arrests per
crypt [21]

Aged rats with 80%
intestinal resection

1 mg/kg/day, sc
+ high protein diet 7 days ↑mucosal height, crypt

proliferation [37]

Cultured explants of
human duodenal
mucosa

0.004 IU/ml 1 day ↑crypt cell proliferation [56]

Suckling rats with 80%
intestinal resection 1 mg/kg, sc, qod 16 days (8

doses in total)

↑intestinal lengthening,
↑crypt height, mucosa mass
slightly

[57]

ISCs: intestinal stem cells; GH: growth hormone; sc: subcutaneous injection; ip: intraperitoneal injection;
im: intramuscular injection; bid: twice a day; qod: every other day; Lgr5: leucine-rich repeat-containing G
protein-coupled receptor 5; Msi 1: musashi-1 (Msi1); Bmi 1: B cell-specific Moloney murine leukemia virus
integration site 1; EphB3: ephrin receptor-B3 (EphB3); ↑: increased; ↓: decreased;↔: no change.

In the cultured intestinal crypts microdissected from human duodenal biopsied specimens,
treatment with GH (0.004 IU/mL) for one day is found to increase crypt epithelial cell proliferation
compared to the controls [56]. In addition, the cultured explants of human duodenal mucosa treated
with hGH (~1.6 µg/mL; 0.004 IU/mL for 22 h) show an increased number of accumulated metaphase
arrests per crypt, indicating increased epithelial crypt cell proliferation [21]. Another study found
that treatment with 10 ng/mL GH for 7 days increases the number of cultured mouse intestinal crypt
organoids in a Matrigel culture system [15]. In addition, GH increases the expression of stemness
markers including Lgr5, Bmi1, Msi1, and EphB3 in cultured mouse crypt organoids compared to the
control [15]. GH also affects the expression of the differentiation markers in cultured mouse crypt
organoids, decreasing the expression of chromogranin A (a marker for enteroendocrine cell) and
increasing the expression of lysozyme (a marker of Paneth cell) and villin (a marker of enterocyte)
with no changes in the expression of mucin 2 (a marker for goblet cell) compared to the control [15].
GH increases the Ki67 expression in the crypt organoids, indicating an increased cellular proliferation
in the crypt organoids [15]. Further in vivo studies in mice show that the subcutaneous injection of GH
(5 mg/kg, once daily for 7 days) increases crypt organoid formation and upregulates the expression of
stemness markers including Lgr5, Msi1, and EphB3 but not the expression of Bmi1 [15]. GH injection
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also affects the expression of differentiation markers. It increases the expression of lysozyme and villin
and decreases mucin 2 expression but has no effect on the expression of chromogranin A compared to
the control group [15]. These in vitro and in vivo findings indicate that GH treatment activates the
proliferation of ISCs, enhances the formation of crypt organoids, increases ISC stemness markers in the
intestinal organoids, and drives the differentiation of ISCs into Paneth cells and enterocytes [15].

However, several studies report that GH exerts no or mild effects on crypt cells and ISCs [19,37,57].
In newborn piglets with 80% small bowel resection, the subcutaneous injection of GH (0.1 IU/kg/d
for 28 days) increases the small bowel lengthening but shows no effects on villus height or diameter,
the average number of mitosis per field, the intestinal muscular layer, the wall thickness, or the
crypt/villus ratio in the intestine [19]. In 30-day-old suckling rats with 80% midgut bowel resection,
the subcutaneous injection of GH (1 mg/kg, every 48 h, eight doses in total) causes intestine lengthening
and significantly (but only slightly) increases crypt height and mucosal mass at day 15 post-surgery but
not as of day 45 [57]. In aged rats (mean 22 months old) with 80% bowel resection, the subcutaneous
injection of GH (1 mg/kg/day for 7 days) enhances the mucosal height and the crypt proliferation in
rats fed a high-protein content diet but not in those receiving a normal protein diet [37]. These studies
indicate that the age of the animals may affect the response of ISCs or crypt cells to GH (age-related
response to GH); that is, age appears to be associated with the effect of GH treatment [57], whereby
aged rats require a high protein diet to enhance the effect of GH [37].

From these results, it appears that most studies reported that GH can stimulate the proliferation of
crypt cells and ISCs with increased crypt depth, enhanced crypt organoid formation, and increased ISC
stemness markers in the intestinal organoids. In addition, GH appears to drive the differentiation of
ISCs into Paneth cells and enterocytes [8]. GH treatment may need to be supplemented with nutrients,
such as a high protein diet, in aged animals [37,57]. This point is particularly important in animals
with an intestinal resection of 80% or higher, as the effectiveness of GH treatment may decrease due to
a reduced intake or inadequate nutritional absorption in order to promote normal growth [57].

3. Glutamine and Intestinal Stem Cells

The rapid turnover of the intestinal mucosa requires a high energy supply. Glutamine, the most
abundant amino acid in the serum, is the preferred amino acid for use as a metabolic fuel for
enterocytes [8,9,27,58–60]. Gln is mainly absorbed by the human jejunum and promotes the growth
of the intestinal mucosa, especially in the event of intestinal injury [61]. About 80% of the body’s
Gln is contained in skeletal muscle, where the concentration is 15–30 times higher than in the blood
plasma [62,63]. Gln is conditionally essential for intestinal homeostasis during catabolic states and
plays an important role in various physiological processes, including energy metabolism, peptide
and non-peptide synthesis, detoxification of ammonia, systemic acid-base balance, and the immune
system [9,27,38,64]. Furthermore, Gln can enhance intestinal mucosal growth, repair, and function,
and exerts trophic effects on the intestinal mucosa after small bowel resection or transplant, radiation
injury, surgical trauma, ischemic injury, or the administration of cytotoxic drugs [8,9,40,65,66]. Dietary
supplementation with Gln has been found to decrease the abundance of Firmicutes, induce a shift of
the Firmicutes/Bacteroidetes ratio in favor of Bacteroidetes in the mouse intestines, and activate toll-like
receptor 4, pro-inflammatory cytokines, antibacterial substances participating in nuclear factor-κB
and c-jun-N terminal kinase signaling pathways, and phosphatidylinositol-3-kinases-Protein kinase B
signaling pathways [67]. In addition, Gln can stimulate the secretion of secretory immunoglobulin A
in the intestine [68]. These results suggest Gln supplementation alters intestinal bacterial community
and activates the innate immunity in the intestine [67,68].

Glutamine has been found to promote the proliferation of intestinal epithelial cell lines, including
intestinal porcine epithelial cell line J2 (IPEC-J2) and intestinal porcine epithelial cell line 1 (IPEC-1) [69–71].
It stimulates the enterocytes to enter the S-phase of the cell cycle to enhance proliferation [63]. In vitro
studies using cell lines have shown that maximal proliferation occurs when the environmental Gln
concentration is maintained at 0.5 mM or above, a concentration within the range of normal plasma Gln
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concentration [72]. The in vivo effects of Gln on intestinal cell proliferation have also been observed
in different studies [69–71,73–75]. Both oral administration and parenteral supplementation of Gln
promote the synthesis of DNA and proteins in intestinal epithelial cells, protect the mucosal cells
from apoptosis, increase mucosa weight, and prevent mucosal atrophy in animals [38,76]. In rats
with orthotopic small bowel isografts, TPN with 2% Gln for 10 days significantly increases mucosal
villous height, surface area, and glucose absorption and reduces bacterial translocation compared to the
non-Gln TPN group [77]. Similarly, in rats with small bowel transplantation in the form of a Thiry-Vella
graft receiving TPN with 2% Gln intravenously or administered directly into the graft for 14 days,
Gln supplementation significantly increases mucosal villous height and surface area compared to the
controls, with no differences between intravenous injection or direct administration [78]. In weaning
piglets, oral Gln (1 g/kg, every 12 h for 14 days) increases the villus height and the villus height/crypt
depth ratio from day 3 to day 14 compared to the control piglets [60]. Intermittent supplementation with
oral Gln (20% of diet protein) in 27-month-old rats increases the total intestine mass, the villus height,
and the difference between villus height and crypt depth but does not change the villous height/crypt
depth ratio [61]. Although the results mentioned above show some inconsistences, most studies
note that Gln supplementation can increase the villus height in different animal models [60,61,77,78].
The increase in villus height indicates that Gln stimulates villus growth, which may improve nutrient
absorption and thus growth performance [60].

Glutamine has also been found to exert trophic effects on intestinal stem cells or crypt cells
(Table 2) [8,15,27,35,40,62,63,65,66,79,80]. Biopsy samples from normal human ileum, proximal colon,
and rectosigmoid incubated with 2 mM Gln for 4 h show increased crypt cell proliferation, with the
S-phase labeled with bromodeoxyuridine found mainly in the crypt of the intestine and the colon [63].
Weanling stress may induce villus atrophy, crypt hyperplasia, and increased crypt depth in the intestines
of animals [8,65]. In 3-week-old weanling mice, Gln supplementation (10 mg/mL for 2 weeks) in
addition to a basal diet and drinking water decreases the crypt depth and increases the villus/crypt ratio
but has no effect on villus height in the ileum compared to the control mice [8]. Gln supplementation
also significantly increases the number of Ki67-positive cells in each crypt, suggesting that glutamine
supplementation promotes crypt cell proliferation in the ileum of weanling mice [8]. In addition, the
increased crypt depth in the jejunum resulting from 15 days of malnutrition in rats can be corrected
by an oral diet supplemented with 2% Gln for 15 days [65]. In the weaning piglets, a control diet
supplemented with 0.5% Gln for 28 days increases the villus height and the crypt depth and decreases
the villus/crypt ratio in the ileum [79]. Glutamine also increases the PCNA immunoreactivity in the
crypt cells and the number of mitotic mucosal cells [79]. After undergoing extensive small bowel
resection, rats with a remnant jejunum of 25 cm administered Gln-enriched diet (12%) for 20 days
have a greater villus height in the duodenum mucosa as well as an increased villus height, crypt
depth, and thickness of the remnant jejunum mucosa compared to rats administrated a normal control
diet [35]. In dogs with 70% small bowel resection, treatment with oral Gln (33 g/5 kg/day) for 15 days
increases the villus height and width as well as the crypt depth in the intestinal biopsy samples [40].
Rats fed a 4% or 8% Gln diet for 28 days have a significantly higher mucosal wet weight and a higher
protein and DNA content on day 7, as well as a higher average number of mitoses per crypt and a
lower villus height and villus/crypt ratio on day 28, than rats fed a glutamine-free isocaloric diet [62].
In rats with resection of 60% of the distal small bowel and an allograft transplantation, continuous
infusion of isocaloric polymeric diet with 2% Gln via gastrostomy for 10 days increases the crypt depth
compared to the control [66]. However, TPN supplemented with 0.5%, 1.5%, or 2% Gln for six days
does not result in any changes in the mitotic activity in the microdissected crypts and has little effect
on bromodeoxyuridine labeling in the intestine of rats [80]. As a whole, although the results in the
literature are variable, most reports show that Gln supplementation can enhance the proliferation of
crypt cells in different animal models [8,40,62,63,65,66,79].
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Table 2. Effects of glutamine treatment on intestinal crypt cells and stem cells.

Model Gln Doses Treatment
Duration Effects Reference

Number

3-week-old weaning
mice, ileum

10 mg/mL
+ basal diet 14 days

↓crypt depth
↔villus height
↑villus/crypt ratio

↑Ki67-positive cells in the crypt
↔sucrase, lysozyme, angiogenin 4,
mucin 2, trefoil factor 3, peptide YY,

chromogranin A,

[8]

Cultured ISCs from mice 10 mM 7 days

↑Msi1
↔Lgr5, Bmi1, EphB3

↑mucin 2, chromogranin A
↔lysozyme, villin
↑crypt organoids

[15]

Cultured ISCs from
Gln-treated mice 1 g/kg/day, ip 7 days

↑Lgr5 expression
↔Bmi1, Msi 1, EphB3

↑mucin 2
↔villin, chromogranin A

↓lysozyme

[15]

Midjejunal crypts of mice 2 mM 1–4 days ↑epithelial cell proliferation,
enteroid expansion [27]

Rats with massive
intestinal resection (25
cm jejunum remnant)

12% in diet 20 days ↑villus height, crypt depth,
mucosal thickness [35]

Dogs with 70% intestinal
resection 33 g/5 kg/day, oral 15 days ↑villus height and width,

crypt depth [40]

Rats 4% or 8% in diet 28 days
↑mucosal weight, protein and DNA
content, mitosis number per crypt
↓villus height, villus/crypt ratio

[62]

Biopsy samples from
normal human ileum

Incubation with 2 mM
Gln 4 h ↑crypt cell proliferation, BrdU

labeling in the crypt [63]

Rats with 15 days of
malnutrition, jejunum 2% in diet 15 days Correction of malnutrition-induced

increased crypt depth [65]

Rats with 60% intestinal
resection + allograft

transplantation

2% + isocaloric
polymeric diet, infusion

via gastrostomy
10 days ↑crypt depth [66]

Weaning piglets 2% in diet 28 days

↑villus height, crypt depth
↓villus/crypt ratio

↑PCNA staining in crypt cells,
number of mitotic mucosal cells,

Lgr5 mRNA

[79]

Rats 0.5%, 1%, or 2% in TPN 10 days ↔mitotic activity in the crypts,
BrdU labeling [80]

Gln: glutamine; ip: intraperitoneal injection; bid: twice a day; BrdU: bromodeoxyuridine; PCNA: proliferating cell
nuclear antigen; TPN: total parenteral nutrition; Lgr5: leucine-rich repeat-containing G protein-coupled receptor 5;
Msi 1: musashi-1 (Msi1); Bmi 1: B cell-specific Moloney murine leukemia virus integration site 1; EphB3: ephrin
receptor-B3 (EphB3); ↑: increased; ↓: decreased;↔: no change.

The maximal expansion of the murine crypt enteroid culture derived from the jejunum also
requires Gln [27]. Single Lgr5+ ISC cannot form crypt buds without Gln, whereas, in the presence of
Gln, single ISCs can expand to form organoids [27]. Treatment with 2 mM Gln for 1–4 days promotes
epithelial proliferation and crypt expansion in murine enteroids, with the expansion of crypt domains
being two- to three-fold greater in the first 48 h in enteroids maintained in Gln than in enteroids
maintained in Gln-free medium [27]. Murine enteroids deprived of Gln show a gradual atrophy of
crypt-like domains and decreased epithelial proliferation but stable proportions of Paneth and goblet
cells at 24 h of Gln deprivation; however, the replenishment of the enteroid medium with Gln restores
the epithelial proliferation and promotes crypt regeneration [27]. Furthermore, Gln deprivation beyond
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48 h results in the destabilization of the enteroids with progressive crypt atrophy but the persistence of
Lgr5+ ISCs with the capacity to regenerate enteroids upon Gln rescue [27]. The reintroduction of Gln
after 48 h restores the normal levels of proliferation within 3 h and results in the gradual expansion of
previously atrophied crypt domains as well as the formation of new crypt domains within 48 h [27].
Treatment with 10 mM Gln for seven days increases the number of cultured crypt organoids and
enhances the expression of Msi1 but does not affect the expression of Lgr5, Bmi1, or EphB3 in the
crypt organoids [15]. Gln supplementation (10 mg/mL) for two weeks in addition to drinking water
and consuming a basal diet in weanling mice promotes the proliferation of intestinal cells and Lgr5
mRNA expression in the ileum [8]. These findings indicate that Gln can activate intestinal stem cell
proliferation, increase crypt organoid formation, and maintain the stability of the crypt organoids [8,15].
However, the effects of Gln on the expression of stem cell markers are not pronounced. Gln deprivation
induces a reversible quiescence of ISCs, and Lgr5+ ISCs appear resilient to the adverse effects of Gln
deprivation, remaining viable but quiescent in culture and reactivating when Gln is reintroduced into
the medium [27].

Glutamine also influences the differentiation of ISCs. Gln supplementation promotes the expression
of α-defensins (a marker for Paneth cells) and C-type lectins (a marker for Paneth cells) in the jejunum
and the ileum in mice [67]. Gln also promotes the expression of C-type lectins in the ileum of
mice infected with enterotoxigenic Escherichia coli [81]. Furthermore, Gln enhances the expression of
chromogranin A and mucin 2 in ISCs in vitro, which suggests that Gln drives the differentiation of
ISCs into enteroendocrine cells and goblet cells [15]. In in vivo studies, the intraperitoneal injection
of Gln (1 g/kg/day) for seven days increases mucin 2 expression and decreases lysozyme expression
but has no effect on the expression of chromogranin A or villin in the crypt fractions isolated from
the small intestine of mice [15]. These in vitro and in vivo results indicate that Gln stimulates ISCs
differentiation into goblet cells and possibly Paneth cells and enteroendocrine cells [15,81]. In contrast,
another report found that Gln shows no effect on the number of Paneth cells and goblet cells and does
not affect the expression of markers for absorptive enterocytes (Sucrase), Paneth cells (lysozyme and
angiogenin 4), goblet cells (mucin 2 and trefoil factor 3), or enteroendocrine cells (chromogranin A and
peptide YY) in weanling mice [8]. Gln was also found to have no effects on the expression of Hes1
and mouse atonal homolog 1, which drives intestinal epithelial differentiation into absorptive and
secretory lineages [8].

As a whole, Gln stimulates villus growth, which may improve nutrient absorption and thus
growth performance [60]. Gln influences the proliferation of crypt cells and ISCs, activates epithelial
proliferation, and increases crypt organoid formation [8,15,27,35,40,62,63,65,66,79,80]. However,
the effects of Gln on the expression of stem cell markers are not prominent, which suggest that
the influence of Gln on ISCs is relatively mild [8,15]. In addition, Lgr5+ ISCs are resilient to the adverse
effects of Gln deprivation, whereby they quiescence in Gln-deprived cultures and reactivate once Gln
is resupplied in the medium [27]. As such, Gln mainly functions in the post-proliferation activity of
ISCs to maintain the stability of crypt organoids and the intestinal mucosa as well as to stimulate
the differentiation of ISCs into goblet cells and possibly also into Paneth cells and enteroendocrine
cells [8,15,27,35,40,62,63,65,66,79,80]. However, there is no human study about the effect of glutamine
from foods or supplements on the activity of the ISCs.

4. Influence of Combined Growth Hormone and Glutamine on the Intestines

As mentioned above, GH directly stimulates protein synthesis and growth of the intestinal
mucosa by increasing cell proliferation and enhancing the absorption of various substances [22,82].
GH also exerts anti-apoptotic and proliferative effects on ISCs [31,38]. Gln is the primary fuel source
for enterocytes, which stimulates villus growth, enhances nutrient absorption, regulates stem cell
differentiation, and maintains the integrity and the function of the intestinal mucosa [22,31,83,84].
Furthermore, GH increases the luminal uptake of amino acids, including Gln and leucine, from 20%
up to 70%, and decreases the intrinsic Gln supply from the degradation of skeletal muscle [36,64,85].
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In piglets, the intravenous injection of GH (16 IU) 4 h before the induction of sepsis with E. coli increases
intestinal Gln uptake compared to the controls and induces the hepatic release of Gln [64]. In an
ancillary double-blind, randomized crossover study on the treatment of patients with severe SBS
with rhGH (0.05 mg/kg/d) for two 3-week periods, GH was found to enhance the absorption of Gln,
the de novo synthesis of Gln, and increased the plasma concentrations of Gln by 17% [86]. Therefore,
the combination of GH and Gln (GH+Gln) may induce synergistic effects on the intestine after various
insults [22].

GH+Gln has been found to have beneficial effects on muscle protein synthesis, including reducing
the negative nitrogen balance, improving immune function, and modulating the inflammatory response
of patients with various diseases, including prolonged critical illness after multiple trauma, burns,
cystic fibrosis, or following abdominal surgery [87–91]. The effects of GH+Gln in various intestinal
disorders in both animals and humans have also been investigated [31,85,92,93]. The combination
of a subcutaneous GH injection (1 mg/kg/d) with the oral administration of Gln (1 mg/kg/d) for
five days increased the bursting pressure of intestinal anastomosis and improved the safety of
anastomosis following intestinal repair in rats with intestinal perforation-induced intra-abdominal
sepsis compared to treatment with GH alone, Gln alone, or the control [88]. In addition, after a single
intraperitoneal injection of lipopolysaccharide, the rats receiving treatment of GH (intramuscular
injection, 2 IU/kg/day) and Gln (10% Gln, 2 mL, every 8 h) showed a lower bacterial colony count and
mucosal malondialdehyde levels and higher mucosal glutathione levels in the gut mucosa than control,
GH-, or Gln-treated rats [94].

In patients with SBS, the combination of GH and Gln, with or without diet modification, has been
found to enhance the absorption of nutrients, decrease body fat percentage, improve weight gain
and lean body mass (LBM), and reduce the parenteral nutrition requirements, including the PN
volume, calories, and infusions [31,93,95]. In rats with 75% intestinal resection and parenteral nutrition,
treatment with GH (1 U/kg/day, or 0.33 mg/kg/d) and Gln (2.8%) for six days improved the body
weight, the accumulated nitrogen balance, the absolute weight of gastrocnemius muscle, and the
weight/length of the remnant small intestine [96]. In addition, GH+Gln increased the PCNA counts
by two-fold, decreased the apoptotic index by four-fold, and increased IGF-1 mRNA expression in
the jejunal mucosa compared to PN supplementation alone [96]. The subcutaneous injection of GH
(0.14 mg/kg/day) combined with a diet rich in Gln for 15 days also improved nitrogen balance and
bowel growth but not cell proliferation in rats with 95% small bowel resection [97]. Furthermore,
in rats with 85% small bowel resection, a subcutaneous GH injection (0.3 IU, bid) increased body
weight, jejuna, and ileal villous height, and mucosal thickness [34]. Compared to the GH group,
GH+Gln increased body weight, jejunal and ileal villus height, and mucosal thickness even further [34].
However, Gln supplementation (liquid diet enriched with 20 g Gln) alone did not produce a significant
difference in these parameters [34]. In a prospective, double-blind, randomized, placebo-controlled
clinical trial in SBS patients, treatment with GH (subcutaneous injection, 0.1 mg/kg per day, four weeks)
and Gln (oral, 30 g/day, four months) or GH alone resulted in more weaning from PN than treatment
with Gln alone; however, only patients receiving GH+Gln maintained this effect for at least three
months [31]. A meta-analysis including 13 trials and involving 258 patients with SBS also demonstrated
that GH+Gln with a modified high-carbohydrate-low-fat diet had a positive effect on body weight,
stool output, and lean body mass as well as the absorption of carbohydrates, nitrogen, and D-xylose,
and weaning off TPN [98].

These results indicate that the effects of combined GH and Gln on various intestinal disorders are
inconsistent; however, most of the results demonstrate that GH+Gln exerts a synergistic effect on the
intestinal absorption of nutrients, intestinal adaptation, intestinal cell proliferation, general nutritional
status, and reduced dependence of parenteral nutrition in SBS patients. In contrast, in rats with 70%
jejunoileal resection, the subcutaneous infusion of rat GH (12 mg/kg/day) via an osmotic minipump and
Gln (5% weight/weight of the total diet) does not show any enhancement of mucosal mass, mucosal
protein, or mucosal DNA levels relative to the control groups 14 days post-enterectomy [99].
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5. Influence of Combined Growth Hormone and Glutamine on Intestinal Stem Cells

The mucosal epithelium of the small bowel undergoes a continuous process of proliferation and
differentiation, which are closely related to the activity of the ISCs [31,34,85,92,93,100]. Since both GH
and Gln exert a positive effect on the ISCs, and GH+Gln shows a synergistic effect on intestinal cell
proliferation in animal studies and in patients with various intestinal disorders [31,38,93,100], it is
likely that GH+Gln may also positively affect the intestinal stem cells. However, studies regarding the
influence of GH+Gln on ISCs are limited (Table 3). In rats with allogeneic heterotopic small bowel
transplantation, villus height, villus width, and crypt depth were found to decrease in the PN control
group [82]. Treatment with a subcutaneous injection of GH (1 U/kg/ d) and Gln (2 g/100 mL PN solution)
in addition to the nutritional support regimen for 14 days promoted the recovery of graft structure and
improved the recipient rats’ protein metabolisms [82]. On the eighth and the fourteenth post-operative
day after transplantation, the GH+Gln group showed a greater increase in villus height, villus width,
and crypt depth than the GH group, the Gln group, and the control, only with no difference between
the villus width of the Gln and the GH+Gln groups [82]. Furthermore, these histologic indices of graft
mucosa were nearly restored to preoperative levels in the GH+Gln group [82]. These data indicate
GH+Gln exerts synergistic effects on the recovery of the crypt cells of intestinal allografts after small
bowel transplantation.

Table 3. Effects of growth hormone and glutamine combined treatment on intestinal crypt cells and
stem cells.

Model GH and Gln Doses Treatment
Duration Effects Reference

Number

Cultured ISCs from
mice

GH: 10 ng/mL
Gln: 10 mM 7 days

↔organoid formation
↑Lgr5, Bmi1, Msi1, EphB3

↑mucin 2
↔lysozyme, villin,
chromogranin A

[15]

Cultured ISCs from
GH and Gln-treated

mice

GH: 5 mg/kg/day, sc
Gln: 1 g/kg/day, ip 7 days

↑organoid formation
↑Ki67 staining

↑Lgr5, Bmi1, Msi1, EphB3
↔lysozyme, villin, mucin 2,

chromogranin A

[15]

Humans with short
bowel syndrome

GH: 0.05 mg/kg/day, sc
Gln: 30 g/day, enteral 28 days

↑crypt depth,
↑villus height
↑Ki67 staining

[22]

Rats with 80%
intestinal resection

GH: 0.6 IU/day
(2 g/day), sc

Gln: 4%, enteral
14 days

↓crypt depth,
↔villus height

↓intestinal wall width
[36]

Rats with 85%
intestinal resection

GH: 0.3 IU, bid, sc
Gln: 20 g/l, enteral
+ soybean fiber

8 days
↑crypt depth,
↑villus height

↑mucosal thickness
[38]

Rats with allogenic
heterotopic small

bowel transplantation

GH: 1 U/kg/day, sc
Gln: 2 g/100 mL

parenteral solution
14 days

↑crypt depth,
↑villus height
↑villus width

[82]

GH: growth hormone; Gln: glutamine; sc: subcutaneous injection; ip: intraperitoneal injection; bid: twice a day;
Lgr5: leucine-rich repeat-containing G protein-coupled receptor 5; Msi 1: musashi-1 (Msi1); Bmi 1: B cell-specific
Moloney murine leukemia virus integration site 1; EphB3: ephrin receptor-B3 (EphB3); ↑: increased; ↓: decreased;
↔: no change.

In rats with 85% mid-small bowel resection, the TPN control group had a lower villus height
and mucosal thickness in both the remnant jejunum and the ileum and a shallower jejunal crypt
after intestinal resection than the enteral nutrition control group [38]. The subcutaneous injection
of GH (0.3 IU, twice daily) combined with an enteral nutrition for eight days improved body mass
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gain, elevated the plasma IGF-I levels, and increased the villus height and the mucosa thickness
in the remnant jejunum and the ileum but did not affect the crypt depth compared to the enteral
nutrition control rats [38]. Gln-enriched enteral nutrition (20 g/l) for eight days completely restored the
villus height and the mucosal thickness in the ileum and partially restored the villus height, the crypt
depth, and the mucosal thickness in the jejunum [38]. However, Gln-enriched enteral nutrition had
little effect on body mass and plasma IGF-I levels [38]. Furthermore, Gln-enriched enteral nutrition
combined with TPN increased the small intestinal villus height and the mucosa thickness in comparison
with the enteral nutrition combined with the TPN control group [38]. Combined treatment with
Gln-enriched enteral nutrition (20 g/l), soybean fiber, and GH (0.3 IU, twice daily) for eight days
significantly increased the crypt depth in remnant ileum compared to the TPN control group as well
as the body mass, the plasma IGF-I levels, the villus height, and the mucosal thickness compared to
the enteral nutrition control, the Gln-enriched enteral nutrition, and the enteral nutrition with GH
administration [38]. These findings suggest that GH enhances the adaption of the structure of the
small bowel after resection but does not affect crypt depth [38]. Although Gln perfusion is beneficial
for preserving the structure of the small bowel mucosa and restoring crypt depth during TPN, it has
little beneficial effect combined with enteral nutrition (EN) [38]. In addition, GH+Gln combined with
soybean fiber can increase the crypt depth of intestinal remnants [38], suggesting GH and Gln may
have synergistic effects on crypt cells in SBS. Furthermore, in patients with SBS, treatment with a
subcutaneous injection of GH (0.05 mg/kg/day) and orally administered Gln (30 g/day) combined with
EN for four weeks increased villus height, Ki67 staining, and crypt depth in the intestinal mucosa
compared to pretreatment [22]. In contrast, rats with 80% small bowel resection fed a standard rat
chow with a subcutaneous injection of 0.6 IU/day (2 g/day) of GH and 4% Gln for 14 days showed
increased intestinal DNA content on the fifth and the fourteenth day post-enterectomy compared to
control rats receiving only standard chow, indicating a gain in the cellularity of the gut mucosa [36].
However, the GH+Gln group showed no difference in terms of villus height with the control group,
although it did show a reduced wall width and crypt depth [36]. The decreased wall width and crypt
depth in the GH+Gln group were not necessarily results from a decreased number of cells and may in
fact have been related to the difference of tissue edema [36]. Therefore, GH+Gln is still considered
beneficial for the adaptation of the intestine after resection [36].

The in vitro effects of GH+Gln on the ISCs have been investigated using cultured intestinal
stem cells [15]. Treatment of ISCs with 10 ng/mL GH and 10 mM Gln for seven days resulted in
a reduced crypt organoid formation compared to cultured ISCs treated with GH alone; however,
no differences were found in terms of organoid formation compared to Gln treatment alone or the
control group [15]. In addition, both GH and GH+Gln treatments significantly increased the expression
of stemness markers including Lgr5, Bmi1, Msi1, and EphB3; however, GH enhanced the expression of
Lgr5 and Msi1 to a higher degree compared to GH+Gln treatment [15]. In contrast, Gln treatment
enhanced only the expression of Msi1, but not Lgr5, Bmi1, or EphB3 [15]. These results indicate that
the effects of GH+Gln on the proliferation of ISCs are similar to or less than those of GH treatment
alone. Furthermore, GH enhanced the expression of the differentiation markers lysozyme and villin,
and Gln induced an increased expression of mucin 2 and chromogranin A; on the other hand, GH+Gln
increased mucin 2 expression [15]. The expression of the stemness and the differentiation markers
in the crypt organoids observed by in situ immunofluorescence staining showed that GH treatment
increased the expression of Lgr5, lysozyme, and villin, treatment with Gln strongly enhanced the
expression of mucin 2, and GH+Gln resulted in an increased expression of Lgr5 and mucin 2 [15].
In vivo experiments in mice showed that combined GH (subcutaneous injection, 5 mg/kg/day) and
Gln (intraperitoneal injection, 1 g/kg/day) treatment for seven days, as well as GH treatment alone,
increased crypt organoid formation from cultured ISCs compared to the control or the Gln treatment
alone [15]. There was no difference in crypt organoid formation between GH alone and GH+Gln
combined treatment [15]. Immunohistochemistry staining also showed a higher Ki67 expression in the
crypt region of GH- or GH+Gln-treated mice than that in the control mice [15]. Both GH and GH+Gln
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treatment significantly upregulated the expression of stemness markers in the crypt fractions of mice.
In contrast, Gln treatment only increased Lgr5 expression and had no effect on the expression of Bmi1,
Msi1, or EphB3 [15]. In addition, GH significantly increased the expression of lysozyme and vllin in
the crypt fractions of mice, whereas Gln increased mucin 2 expression, and GH+GLN had no effect on
the expression of the four differentiation markers [15]. These in vivo results indicate that GH+Gln
increases the proliferation of ISCs and crypt organoid formation, which is similar to the effects of GH
treatment alone [15]. However, GH+Gln did not have any significant effects on the differentiation of
the ISCs in vivo.

Taken together, although the results in the literature are variable, most studies have found that
GH+Gln treatment shows synergistic effects on the proliferation of crypt cells and ISCs, an enhancement
of the crypt organoid formation, and mucosal growth, and may drive the ISCs to differentiate into
goblet cells. Furthermore, GH+Gln is likely to affect the proliferation of ISCs similar to GH treatment
alone and influence the differentiation of ISCs in a similar manner as the effects of GLN treatment alone.

6. Factors Affecting the Effects of Growth Hormone and/or Glutamine on the Intestines and
Intestinal Stem Cells

The influence of combined GH and/or Gln on crypt cells or intestinal stem cells is related to multiple
factors, including dose or concentration, route of administration, treatment duration, the treatment
sequence of GH and Gln, in vitro vs. in vivo experiments, culture conditions, animal model, type of
animal, age, surgical intervention, additional nutritional supply, timing of the measurement of the
experimental parameters, methods used to determine the changes in crypt cells or ISCs, and variable
clinical courses of patients in human studies [9,15,22,36,38,82]. Among these factors, dose and duration
of treatment are very important and range widely in the literature. The dose may vary up to 5–10-fold,
and the duration of treatment varies from 7–28 days. Different routes of administration may also
affect the absorption efficiency and the plasma levels of GH and Gln. GH can be administered via
intraperitoneal, intramuscular, or subcutaneous injection [15,18,33,93]. Subcutaneous injection is the
most commonly used delivery route for GH and often produces a sustained plasma GH concentration
in animals and humans [15,93]. Gln can be administered through enteral nutrition, intravenously
(such as via total parental nutrition), or through intraperitoneal injection [9,93]. Generally, enteral
nutrition is good for prolonged treatment, whereas parental nutrition is superior for achieving target
calorie requirements, especially in critically ill patients [9]. However, the absorption of Gln by
enterocytes is similar when presented at the basolateral border (i.e., when administered intravenously
or intraperitoneally) or at the brush border (i.e., when administered orally) [93]. In the model of
intestinal resection, intestinal adaptation occurs early and lasts for an extended period of time [36,57].
The morphological and the proliferative changes that occur after intestinal resection are most prominent
1–2 weeks after bowel resection, after which they return to normal levels [57]. Furthermore, the duration
of GH and/or Gln treatments needed in order to induce a positive effect in humans is generally longer
than five days [15,31,85,92,93,100]. One study reported that there were no significant changes in the
absorption of energy, carbohydrates, electrolytes, or nitrogen after a five day treatment of GH and Gln in
humans with SBS [101]. Therefore, a treatment duration of seven days or less is considered a short-term
treatment, and the outcome of this treatment may be confounded by the initial potentiation of mucosal
adaptation after intestinal resection [36]. Increasing the observation time for the morphological or
the structural changes of the intestines to a longer period, such as 1–2 months or more, may more
accurately represent the effects of GH and Gln on crypt cells and ISCs. In addition, a small dose over
a longer period has been associated with enhanced adaptation [36]. In healthy mice, the absorptive
enterocyte, goblet cells, and enteroendocrine cells migrate and differentiate over a period of 2–5 days
from the crypt up towards the villous tips; the Paneth cells complete their differentiation and remain
within the crypt for around three weeks [102]. This differentiation timeline indicates that ISCs may
require the stimulation of GH for their initial proliferation, followed by a relatively long period of Gln
exposure for the activation of differentiation [15]. Therefore, the early and the sequential administration
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of small doses of GH and Gln for a prolonged period of time may be more biologically relevant for the
induction of synergistic effects. However, to confirm this hypothesis, future studies will need to carry
out well-designed in vivo experiments and well-controlled clinical trials with large population sizes.

7. Conclusions

Intestinal stem cells play an important role in growth, recovery, and regeneration of the intestinal
mucosa after various insults [1,2,7,30,103]. GH and Gln have been found to exert beneficial effects on
the maintenance of the activity and the integrity of ISCs [8,15,27,40,80]. However, the effects of GH
and/or Gln on crypt cells and ISCs reported in the literature are inconsistent. GH has been found to
increase crypt depth, which suggests it may also enhance crypt cell proliferation; however, reports on
the effects of GH on villus height are varied. In addition, GH treatment also requires an adequate supply
of nutrients, such as a high protein diet, in order to stimulate the intestinal mucosa in aged animals [37].
This is particularly important in animals with intestinal resection of 80% or higher [37]. Furthermore,
GH treatment can activate the proliferation of ISCs, enhance the formation of crypt organoids, increase
ISC stemness markers in the intestinal organoids, and drive the differentiation of ISCs into Paneth cells
and enterocytes [15]. On the other hand, Gln can stimulate villus growth, which may improve nutrient
absorption and thus growth performance [60]. Gln influences the proliferation of crypt cells and ISCs,
activates epithelial proliferation, and increases crypt organoid formation; however, the effects of Gln
on the expression of stem cell markers in the crypts are mild, which suggests its influence on ISCs
is not as strong as GH [8,15]. Gln mainly acts on the post-proliferation activity of ISCs to maintain
the stability of crypt organoids and the intestinal mucosa and to stimulate the differentiation of ISCs
into goblet cells and possibly Paneth cells and enteroendocrine cells [8,15,27,35,40,62,63,65,66,79,80].
There are few studies reporting the effects of combined GH and Gln on the crypt cells or ISCs, and the
results are variable. Most of the studies demonstrate that GH+Gln shows synergistic effects to activate
the proliferation of crypt cells and ISCs, to enhance crypt organoid formation, to promote the ISCs to
differentiate into goblet cells, and for mucosal growth. This combination treatment appears to affect
the proliferation of ISCs in a similar manner as GH treatment alone and influences the differentiation
of ISCs in a similar manner as Gln treatment alone.

In summary, both GH and Gln play important roles and exert differential effects in the proliferation
and the differentiation of intestinal stem cells [8,27,58,59]. The clinical application of the combination
of GH and Gln to stimulate ISCs appears to be reasonable and, based on the data provided by the
literature, it could be used to provide effective treatment for various intestinal diseases and to design
future studies on ISCs, especially concerning the regulation of their proliferation and differentiation.
However, as always, researchers should be cautious when extrapolating findings from in vitro and
in vivo studies to clinical settings.

Author Contributions: Conceptualization and methodology, Y.C. and S.-H.T.; investigation and writing—first
draft preparation, Y.C., Y.-H.T. and B.-J.T.; formal analysis and validation, Y.C., Y.-H.T., B.-J.T. and S.-H.T.;
writing—review and editing, S.-H.T.

Funding: This research received no external funding.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

References

1. Barker, N.; van de Wetering, M.; Clevers, H. The intestinal stem cell. Genes Dev. 2008, 22, 1856–1864.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

2. Chen, Y.; Wu, J.M.; Lin, T.Y.; Wu, C.C.; Chiu, K.M.; Chang, B.F.; Tseng, S.H.; Chu, S.H. Tetrandrine ameliorated
reperfusion injury of small bowel transplantation. J. Pediatr. Surg. 2009, 44, 2145–2152. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

3. Yeung, T.M.; Chia, L.A.; Kosinski, C.M.; Kuo, C.J. Regulation of self-renewal and differentiation by the
intestinal stem cell niche. Cell. Mol. Life Sci. 2011, 68, 2513–2523. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1101/gad.1674008
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18628392
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2009.06.002
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19944224
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00018-011-0687-5
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21509540


Nutrients 2019, 11, 1941 14 of 19

4. Mah, A.T.; van Landeghem, L.; Gavin, H.E.; Magness, S.T.; Lund, P.K. Impact of diet-induced obesity
on intestinal stem cells: Hyperproliferation but impaired intrinsic function that requires insulin/IGF1.
Endocrinology 2014, 155, 3302–3314. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

5. McLeod, C.J.; Wang, L.; Wong, C.; Jones, D.L. Stem cell dynamics in response to nutrient availability. Curr. Biol.
2010, 20, 2100–2105. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

6. Yilmaz, O.H.; Katajisto, P.; Lamming, D.W.; Gultekin, Y.; Bauer-Rowe, K.E.; Sengupta, S.; Birsoy, K.;
Dursun, A.; Yilmaz, V.O.; Selig, M.; et al. mTORC1 in the Paneth cell niche couples intestinal stem-cell
function to calorie intake. Nature 2012, 486, 490–495. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

7. Barker, N. Adult intestinal stem cells: Critical drivers of epithelial homeostasis and regeneration. Nat. Rev.
Mol. Cell Biol. 2014, 15, 19–33. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

8. Chen, S.; Xia, Y.; Zhu, G.; Yan, J.; Tan, C.; Deng, B.; Deng, J.; Yin, Y.; Ren, W. Glutamine supplementation
improves intestinal cell proliferation and stem cell differentiation in weanling mice. Food Nutr. Res. 2018, 62.
[CrossRef]

9. Kim, M.H.; Kim, H. The Roles of Glutamine in the Intestine and Its Implication in Intestinal Diseases. Int. J.
Mol. Sci. 2017, 18, 1051. [CrossRef]

10. Heuberger, J.; Kosel, F.; Qi, J.; Grossmann, K.S.; Rajewsky, K.; Birchmeier, W. Shp2/MAPK signaling controls
goblet/paneth cell fate decisions in the intestine. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 2014, 111, 3472–3477. [CrossRef]

11. Schuijers, J.; Clevers, H. Adult mammalian stem cells: The role of Wnt, Lgr5 and R-spondins. EMBO J. 2012,
31, 2685–2696. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

12. Pearce, S.C.; Al-Jawadi, A.; Kishida, K.; Yu, S.; Hu, M.; Fritzky, L.F.; Edelblum, K.L.; Gao, N.; Ferraris, R.P.
Marked differences in tight junction composition and mac–Romolecular permeability among different
intestinal cell types. BMC Biol. 2018, 16, 19. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

13. Barker, N.; van Es, J.H.; Kuipers, J.; Kujala, P.; van den Born, M.; Cozijnsen, M.; Haegebarth, A.; Korving, J.;
Begthel, H.; Peters, P.J.; et al. Identification of stem cells in small intestine and colon by marker gene Lgr5.
Nature 2007, 449, 1003–1007. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

14. Basak, O.; Beumer, J.; Wiebrands, K.; Seno, H.; van Oudenaarden, A.; Clevers, H. Induced quiescence of
Lgr5+ stem cells in intestinal organoids enables differentiation of hormone-producing enteroendocrine cells.
Cell Stem Cell 2017, 20, 177–190. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

15. Chen, Y.; Tseng, S.H.; Yao, C.L.; Li, C.; Tsai, Y.H. Distinct Effects of Growth Hormone and Glutamine on
Activation of Intestinal Stem Cells. J. Parenter. Enteral. Nutr. 2018, 42, 642–651. [CrossRef]

16. Bloemendaal, A.L.; Buchs, N.C.; George, B.D.; Guy, R.J. Intestinal stem cells and intestinal homeostasis in
health and in inflamma–Tion: A review. Surgery 2016, 159, 1237–1248. [CrossRef]

17. Beer, V.J.; Warren, M.A.; Cope, G.H.; Baillie, H.S. Effects of growth hormone on intestinal morphology of
genetically dwarf rats. J. Anat. 1995, 186, 253–259.

18. Peng, H.S.; Poovaiah, N.; Forrester, M.; Cochran, E.; Wang, Q. Ex vivo culture of primary intestinal stem cells
in collagen gels and foams. ACS Biomater. Sci. Eng. 2015, 1, 37–42. [CrossRef]

19. Benhamou, P.H.; Canarelli, J.P.; Richard, S.; Cordonnier, C.; Postel, J.P.; Grenier, E.; Leke, A.; Dupont, C.
Human recombinant growth hormone increases small bowel lengthening after massive small bowel resection
in piglets. J. Pediatr. Surg. 1997, 32, 1332–1336. [CrossRef]

20. Buhler, C.; Hammon, H.; Rossi, G.L.; Blum, J.W. Small intestinal morphology in eight-day-old calves fed
colostrum for different durations or only milk replacer and treated with long-R3-insulin-like growth factor I
and growth hormone. J. Anim. Sci. 1998, 76, 758–765. [CrossRef]

21. Challacombe, D.N.; Wheeler, E.E. The trophic action of human growth hormone on human duodenal mucosa
cultured in vitro. J. Pediatr. Gastroenterol. Nutr. 1995, 21, 50–53. [CrossRef]

22. Guo, M.; Li, Y.; Wang, Z.; Wu, B.; Wang, J.; Li, J. Morphological adaptation in adult short bowel syndrome
undergoing intestinal rehabilitation. J. Invest. Surg. 2013, 26, 1–5. [CrossRef]

23. Chen, Y.; Lee, S.H.; Tsai, Y.H.; Tseng, S.H. Ischemic preconditioning increased the intestinal stem cell activities
in the intestinal crypts in mice. J. Surg. Res. 2014, 187, 85–93. [CrossRef]

24. Chen, Y.; Li, C.; Tsai, Y.H.; Tseng, S.H. Intestinal crypt organoid: Isolation of intestinal stem cells, In vitro
culture, and optical observation. Methods Mol. Biol. 2017. [CrossRef]

25. Kuo, W.T.; Lee, T.C.; Yang, H.Y.; Chen, C.Y.; Au, Y.C.; Lu, Y.Z.; Wu, L.L.; Wei, S.C.; Ni, Y.H.; Lin, B.R.; et al.
PS receptor subunits have antagonistic roles in epithelial apoptosis and colonic carcinogenesis. Cell Death
Differ. 2015, 22, 1590–1604. [CrossRef]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1210/en.2014-1112
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24914941
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cub.2010.10.038
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21055942
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nature11163
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22722868
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nrm3721
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24326621
http://dx.doi.org/10.29219/fnr.v62.1439
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijms18051051
http://dx.doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1309342111
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/emboj.2012.149
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22617424
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/s12915-018-0481-z
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29391007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nature06196
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17934449
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.stem.2016.11.001
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27939219
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0148607117709435
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.surg.2016.01.014
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/ab500041d
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0022-3468(97)90315-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.2527/1998.763758x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/00005176-199507000-00008
http://dx.doi.org/10.3109/08941939.2011.652728
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jss.2013.10.001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/7651_2017_21
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/cdd.2014.240


Nutrients 2019, 11, 1941 15 of 19

26. Mohamed, M.S.; Chen, Y.; Yao, C.L. Intestinal stem cells and stem cell-based therapy for intestinal diseases.
Cytotechnology 2015, 67, 177–189. [CrossRef]

27. Moore, S.R.; Guedes, M.M.; Costa, T.B.; Vallance, J.; Maier, E.A.; Betz, K.J.; Aihara, E.; Mahe, M.M.; Lima, A.A.;
Oria, R.B.; et al. Glutamine and alanyl-glutamine promote crypt expansion and mTOR signaling in murine
enteroids. Am. J. Physiol. Gastrointest. Liver Physiol. 2015, 308, 831–839. [CrossRef]

28. Rouch, J.D.; Scott, A.; Lei, N.Y.; Solorzano-Vargas, R.S.; Wang, J.; Hanson, E.M.; Kobayashi, M.; Lewis, M.;
Stelzner, M.G.; Dunn, J.C.; et al. Development of Functional Microfold (M) Cells from Intestinal Stem Cells
in Primary Human Enteroids. PLoS ONE 2016, 11, e0148216. [CrossRef]

29. Wallach, T.E.; Bayrer, J.R. Intestinal Organoids: New Frontiers in the Study of Intestinal Disease and
Physiology. J. Pediatr. Gastroenterol. Nutr. 2017, 64, 180–185. [CrossRef]

30. Cai, T.; Qi, Y.; Jergens, A.; Wannemuehler, M.; Barrett, T.A.; Wang, Q. Effects of six common dietary nutrients
on murine intestinal organoid growth. PLoS ONE 2018, 13, e0191517. [CrossRef]

31. Byrne, T.A.; Wilmore, D.W.; Iyer, K.; Dibaise, J.; Clancy, K.; Robinson, M.K.; Chang, P.; Gertner, J.M.; Lautz, D.
Growth hormone, glutamine, and an optimal diet reduces parenteral nutrition in patients with short bowel
syndrome: A prospective, randomized, placebo-controlled, double-blind clinical trial. Ann. Surg. 2005, 242,
655–661. [CrossRef]

32. Matarese, L.E.; Seidner, D.L.; Steiger, E. Growth hormone, glutamine, and modified diet for intestinal
adaptation. J. Am. Diet Assoc. 2004, 104, 1265–1272. [CrossRef]

33. Iannoli, P.; Miller, J.H.; Ryan, C.K.; Gu, LH.; Ziegler, T.R.; Sax, H.C. Epidermal growth factor and human
growth hormone accelerate adaptation after massive enterectomy in an additive, nutrient-dependent, and
site-specific fashion. Surgery 1997, 122, 721–728. [CrossRef]

34. Zhou, X.; Li, Y.X.; Li, N.; Li, J.S. Glutamine enhances the gut-trophic effect of growth hormone in rat after
massive small bowel resection. J. Surg. Res. 2001, 99, 47–52. [CrossRef]

35. Ribeiro, S.R.; Pinto, P.E.; de Miranda, A.C.; Bromberg, S.H.; Lopasso, F.P.; Irya, K. Weight loss and
morphometric study of intestinal mucosa in rats after massive intestinal resection: Influence of a glutamine-
enriched diet. Rev. Hosp. Clin. Fac. Med. Sao Paulo 2004, 59, 349–356. [CrossRef]

36. Spadoni, J.M.; Aguilar-Nascimento, J.E.; Silva, M.H.; Spadoni-Neto, B.; Costa, P.A.; Alessio, D.M. Effects of
the combined use of glutamine and growth hormone in the intestinal adaptation after massive resection of
the small bowel in rats. Acta Cir. Bras. 2005, 20, 382–389. [CrossRef]

37. Fadrique, B.; Lopez, J.M.; Bermudez, R.; Gomez de Segura, I.A.; Vazquez, I.; de Miguel, E. Growth hormone
plus high protein diet promotes adaptation after massive bowel resection in aged rats. Exp. Gerontol. 2001,
36, 1727–1737. [CrossRef]

38. Zhou, X.; Li, Y.X.; Li, N.; Li, J.S. Effect of bowel rehabilitative therapy on structural adaptation of remnant
small intestine: Animal experiment. World J. Gastroenterol. 2001, 7, 66–73. [CrossRef]

39. Shaw, D.; Gohil, K.; Basson, M.D. Intestinal mucosal atrophy and adaptation. World J. Gastroenterol. 2012, 18,
6357–6375. [CrossRef]

40. Eyarefe, O.D.; Emikpe, B.O.; Akinloye, S.O.; Alonge, T.O.; Fayemi, O.E. Effects of honey, glutamine and
their combination on canine small bowel epithelial cell proliferation following massive resection. Niger. J.
Physiol. Sci. 2012, 27, 189–193.

41. Brooks, A.J.; Waters, M.J. The growth hormone receptor: Mechanism of activation and clinical implications.
Nat. Rev. Endocrinol. 2010, 6, 515–525. [CrossRef]

42. Kawa, M.P.; Stecewicz, I.; Piecyk, K.; Pius-Sadowska, E.; Paczkowska, E.; Roginska, D.; Sobus, A.;
Łuczkowska, K.; Gawrych, E.; Petriczko, E.; et al. Effects of growth hormone therapeutic supplementation
on hematopoietic stem/progenitor cells in children with growth hormone deficiency: Focus on proliferation
and differentiation capabilities. Endocrine 2015, 50, 162–175. [CrossRef]

43. Waters, M.J.; Brooks, A.J. Growth hormone and cell growth. Endocr. Dev. 2012, 23, 86–95.
44. Gu, Y.; Wu, Z.H. The anabolic effects of recombinant human growth hormone and glutamine on parenterally

fed, short bowel rats. World J. Gastroenterol. 2002, 8, 752–757. [CrossRef]
45. McLenachan, S.; Lum, M.G.; Waters, M.J.; Turnley, A.M. Growth hormone promotes proliferation of adult

neurosphere cultures. Growth Horm. IGF Res. 2009, 19, 212–218. [CrossRef]
46. Slot, K.A.; Kastelijn, J.; Bachelot, A.; Kelly, P.A.; Binart, N.; Teerds, K.J. Reduced recruitment and survival of

primordial and growing follicles in GH receptor-deficient mice. Reproduction 2006, 131, 525–532. [CrossRef]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10616-014-9753-9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1152/ajpgi.00422.2014
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0148216
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/MPG.0000000000001411
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0191517
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/01.sla.0000186479.53295.14
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jada.2004.05.202
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0039-6060(97)90079-9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1006/jsre.2001.6108
http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/S0041-87812004000600007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/S0102-86502005000500008
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0531-5565(01)00119-X
http://dx.doi.org/10.3748/wjg.v7.i1.66
http://dx.doi.org/10.3748/wjg.v18.i44.6357
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nrendo.2010.123
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s12020-015-0591-0
http://dx.doi.org/10.3748/wjg.v8.i4.752
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ghir.2008.09.003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1530/rep.1.00946


Nutrients 2019, 11, 1941 16 of 19

47. Wang, J.; Zhou, J.; Cheng, C.M.; Kopchick, J.J.; Bondy, C.A. Evidence supporting dual, IGF-I-independent
and IGF-I-dependent, roles for GH in promoting longitudinal bone growth. J. Endocrinol. 2004, 180, 247–255.
[CrossRef]

48. Merchav, S.; Tatarsky, I.; Hochberg, Z. Enhancement of erythropoiesis in vitro by human growth hormone is
mediated by insulin-like growth factor I. Br. J. Haematol. 1988, 70, 267–271. [CrossRef]

49. Merchav, S.; Tatarsky, I.; Hochberg, Z. Enhancement of human granulopoiesis in vitro by biosynthetic
insulin-like growth factor I/somatomedin C and human growth hormone. J. Clin. Invest. 1988, 81, 791–797.
[CrossRef]

50. Welniak, L.A.; Sun, R.; Murphy, W.J. The role of growth hormone in T-cell development and reconstitution.
J. Leukoc. Biol. 2002, 71, 381–387.

51. Chen, B.J.; Deoliveira, D.; Spasojevic, I.; Sempowski, G.D.; Jiang, C.; Owzar, K.; Wang, X.; Gesty-Palmer, D.;
Cline, J.M. Growth hormone mitigates against lethal irradiation and enhances hematologic and immune
recovery in mice and nonhuman primates. PLoS ONE 2010, 5, e11056. [CrossRef]

52. French, R.A.; Broussard, S.R.; Meier, W.A.; Minshall, C.; Arkins, S.; Zachary, J.F.; Dantzer, R.; Kelley, K.W.
Age-associated loss of bone marrow hematopoietic cells is reversed by GH and accompanies thymic
constitution. Endocrinology 2002, 143, 690–699. [CrossRef]

53. Chung, J.Y.; Sunwoo, J.S.; Kim, M.W.; Kim, M. The neuroprotective effects of human growth hormone as a
potential treatment for amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. Neural Regen. Res. 2015, 10, 1201–1203.

54. Pathipati, P.; Gorba, T.; Scheepens, A.; Goffin, V.; Sun, Y.; Fraser, M. Growth hormone and prolactin regulate
human neural stem cell regenerative activity. Neuroscience 2011, 190, 409–427. [CrossRef]

55. Ulshen, M.H.; Dowling, R.H.; Fuller, C.R.; Zimmermann, E.M.; Lund, P.K. Enhanced growth of small bowel
in transgenic mice overexpressing bovine growth hormone. Gastroenterology 1993, 104, 973–980. [CrossRef]

56. Wheeler, E.E.; Challacombe, D.N. The trophic action of growth hormone, insulin-like growth factor-I, and
insulin on human duodenal mucosa cultured in vitro. Gut 1997, 40, 57–60. [CrossRef]

57. Garcia-Sancho Tellez, L.; Gomez de Segura, I.A.; Vazquez, I.; de Miguel, E.; Garcia-Sancho, L. Growth hormone
effects in intestinal adaptation after massive bowel resection in the suckling rat. J. Pediatr. Gastroenterol. Nutr.
2001, 33, 477–482. [CrossRef]

58. Cetinbas, F.; Yelken, B.; Gulbas, Z. Role of glutamine administration on cellular immunity after total parenteral
nutrition enriched with glutamine in patients with systemic inflammatory response syndrome. J. Crit. Care
2010, 25, 661. [CrossRef]

59. Venoji, R.; Amirtharaj, G.J.; Kini, A.; Vanaparthi, S.; Venkatraman, A.; Ramachandran, A. Enteral glutamine
differentially regulates Nrf 2 along the villus-crypt axis of the intestine to enhance glutathione levels.
J. Gastroenterol. Hepatol. 2015, 30, 1740–1747. [CrossRef]

60. Zhong, X.; Zhang, X.H.; Li, X.M.; Zhou, Y.M.; Li, W.; Huang, X.X.; Zhang, L.L.; Wang, T. Intestinal growth
and morphology is associated with the increase in heat shock protein 70 expression in weaning piglets
through supplementation with glutamine. J. Anim. Sci. 2011, 89, 3634–3642. [CrossRef]

61. Beaufrere, A.M.; Neveux, N.; Patureau Mirand, P.; Buffiere, C.; Marceau, G.; Sapin, V.; Cynober, L.;
Meydinal-Denis, D. Long-term intermittent glutamine supplementation repairs intestinal damage (structure
and functional mass) with advanced age: Assessment with plasma citrulline in a rodent model. J. Nutr.
Health Aging 2014, 18, 814–819. [CrossRef]

62. Horvath, K.; Jami, M.; Hill, I.D.; Papadimitriou, J.C.; Magder, L.S.; Chanasongcram, S. Isocaloric
glutamine-free diet and the morphology and function of rat small intestine. JPEN J. Parenter. Enteral Nutr.
1996, 20, 128–134. [CrossRef]

63. Scheppach, W.; Loges, C.; Bartram, P.; Christl, S.U.; Richter, F.; Dusel, G.; Stehle, P.; Fuerst, P.; Kasper, H.
Effect of free glutamine and alanyl-glutamine dipeptide on mucosal proliferation of the human ileum and
colon. Gastroenterology 1994, 107, 429–434. [CrossRef]

64. Balteskard, L.; Unneberg, K.; Mjaaland, M.; Jenssen, T.G.; Revhaug, A. Growth hormone and insulinlike
growth factor 1 promote intestinal uptake and hepatic release of glutamine in sepsis. Ann. Surg. 1998, 228,
131–139. [CrossRef]

65. Tannuri, U.; Carrazza, F.R.; Iriya, K. The effects of glutamine-supplemented diet on the intestinal mucosa of
the malnourished growing rat. Rev. Hosp. Clin. Fac. Med. 2000, 55, 87–92. [CrossRef]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1677/joe.0.1800247
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2141.1988.tb02480.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1172/JCI113385
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0011056
http://dx.doi.org/10.1210/endo.143.2.8612
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuroscience.2011.05.029
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0016-5085(93)90263-C
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/gut.40.1.57
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/00005176-200110000-00012
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jcrc.2010.03.011
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/jgh.13019
http://dx.doi.org/10.2527/jas.2010-3751
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s12603-014-0554-9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0148607196020002128
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0016-5085(94)90168-6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/00000658-199807000-00019
http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/S0041-87812000000300004


Nutrients 2019, 11, 1941 17 of 19

66. Zhang, W.; Frankel, W.L.; Bain, A.; Choi, D.; Klurfeld, D.M.; Rombeau, J.L. Glutamine reduces bacterial
translocation after small bowel transplantation in cyclosporine-treated rats. J. Surg. Res. 1995, 58, 159–164.
[CrossRef]

67. Ren, W.; Duan, J.; Yin, J.; Liu, G.; Cao, Z.; Xiong, X.; Chen, S.; Li, T.; Yin, Y.; Hou, Y.; et al. Dietary L-glutamine
supplementation modulates microbial community and activates innate immunity in the mouse intestine.
Amino Acids 2014, 46, 2403–2413. [CrossRef]

68. Ren, W.; Wang, K.; Yin, J.; Chen, S.; Liu, G.; Tan, B.; Wu, G.; Bazer, F.W.; Peng, Y.; Yin, Y. Glutamine-induced
secretion of intestinal secretory immunoglobulin A: A mechanistic perspective. Front Immunol. 2016, 7, 503.
[CrossRef]

69. Jiang, Q.; Chen, J.; Liu, S.; Liu, G.; Yao, K.; Yin, Y. L-glutamine at-tenuates apoptosis induced by endoplasmic
reticulum stress by activating the IRE1alpha-XBP1 axis in IPEC-J2: A novel mech–Anism of L-glutamine in
promoting intestinal health. Int. J. Mol. Sci. 2017, 18, 2617. [CrossRef]

70. Wang, B.; Wu, Z.; Ji, Y.; Sun, K.; Dai, Z.; Wu, G. L-glutamine enhances tight junction integrity by activating
CaMK kinase 2-AMP-activated protein kinase signaling in intestinal porcine epithelial cells. J. Nutr. 2016,
146, 501–508. [CrossRef]

71. Yi, D.; Hou, Y.; Wang, L.; Ouyang, W.; Long, M.; Zhao, D.; Ding, B.; Liu, Y.; Wu, G. L-glutamine enhances
enterocyte growth via activation of the mTOR signaling pathway independently of AMPK. Amino Acids
2015, 47, 65–78. [CrossRef]

72. Smith, R.J. Glutamine metabolism and its physiologic importance. J. Parenteral. Enteral. Nutr. 1990, 14, 40–44.
[CrossRef]

73. Swaid, F.; Sukhotnik, I.; Matter, I.; Berkowitz, D.; Hadjittofi, C.; Pollak, Y.; Lavy, A. Dietary glutamine
supplementation prevents mucosal injury and modulates intestinal epithelial restitution following acetic
acid induced intestinal injury in rats. Nutr. Metab. (Lond.) 2013, 10, 53. [CrossRef]

74. Ueno, P.M.; Oria, R.B.; Maier, E.A.; Guedes, M.; de Azevedo, O.G.; Wu, D.; Willson, T.; Hogan, S.P.; Lima, A.A.;
Guerrant, R.L.; et al. Alanyl-glutamine promotes intestinal epithelial cell homeostasis in vitro and in a
murine model of weanling undernutrition. Am. J. Physiol. Gastrointest. Liver Physiol. 2011, 301, 612–622.
[CrossRef]

75. Wang, J.; Chen, L.; Li, P.; Li, X.; Zhou, H.; Wang, F.; Li, D.; Yin, Y.; Wu, G. Gene expres–sion is altered in piglet
small intestine by weaning and dietary glutamine supplementation. J. Nutr. 2008, 138, 1025–1032. [CrossRef]

76. Li, Y.; Xu, B.; Liu, F.; Tan, L.; Li, J. The effect of glutamine-supplemented total parenteral nutrition on nutrition
and intestinal absorptive function in a rat model. Pediatr. Surg. Int. 2006, 22, 508–513. [CrossRef]

77. Zhang, W.; Frankel, W.L.; Singh, A.; Laitin, E.; Klurfeld, D.; Rombeau, J.L. Improvement of structure and
function in orthotopic small bowel transplantation in the rat by glutamine. Transplantation 1993, 56, 512–517.
[CrossRef]

78. Frankel, W.L.; Zhang, W.; Afonso, J.; Klurfeld, D.M.; Don, S.H.; Laitin, E.; Deaton, D.; Furth, E.E.; Pietra, G.G.;
Naji, A.; et al. Glutamine enhancement of structure and function in transplanted small intestine in the rat.
JPEN J. Parenter. Enteral Nutr. 1993, 17, 47–55. [CrossRef]

79. Domeneghini, C.; Di Giancamillo, A.; Bosi, G.; Arrighi, S. Can nutraceuticals affect the structure of intestinal
mucosa? Qualitative and quantitative microanatomy in L-glutamine diet-supplemented weaning piglets.
Vet. Res. Commun. 2006, 30, 331–342. [CrossRef]

80. Mandir, N.; Goodlad, R.A. The effects of glutamine on intestinal epithelial cell proliferation in parenterally
fed rats. Gut 1999, 44, 608–614. [CrossRef]

81. Liu, G.; Ren, W.; Fang, J.; Hu, C.A.; Guan, G.; Al-Dhabi, N.A.; Yin, J.; Duraipandiyan, V.; Chen, S.; Peng, Y.;
et al. L-glutamine and L-arginine protect against enterotoxigenic Escherichia coli infection via intestinal innate
immunity in mice. Amino Acids 2017, 49, 1945–1954. [CrossRef]

82. Zhang, X.Q.; Li, J.S.; Li, N.; Li, Y.S.; Fan, X.H. Trophic effect of enteral rehabilitative therapy in rat small
bowel transplantation. Transplant. Proc. 2005, 37, 2351–2353. [CrossRef]

83. Marc Rhoads, J.; Wu, G. Glutamine, arginine, and leucine signaling in the intestine. Amino Acids 2009, 37,
111–122. [CrossRef]

84. Weiming, Z.; Ning, L.; Jieshou, L. Effect of recombinant human growth hormone and enteral nutrition on
short bowel syndrome. J. Parenter. Enteral. Nutr. 2004, 28, 377–381. [CrossRef]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1006/jsre.1995.1025
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00726-014-1793-0
http://dx.doi.org/10.3389/fimmu.2016.00503
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijms18122617
http://dx.doi.org/10.3945/jn.115.224857
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00726-014-1842-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/014860719001400402
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1743-7075-10-53
http://dx.doi.org/10.1152/ajpgi.00531.2010
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/jn/138.6.1025
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00383-006-1693-9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/00007890-199309000-00005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/014860719301700147
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11259-006-3236-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/gut.44.5.608
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00726-017-2410-9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.transproceed.2005.03.122
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00726-008-0225-4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0148607104028006377


Nutrients 2019, 11, 1941 18 of 19

85. Byrne, T.A.; Morrissey, T.B.; Nattakom, T.V.; Ziegler, T.R.; Wilmore, D.W. Growth hormone, glutamine, and
a modified diet enhance nutrient absorption in patients with severe short bowel syndrome. J. Parenter.
Enteral. Nutr. 1995, 19, 296–302. [CrossRef]

86. Seguy, D.; Darmaun, D.; Duhamel, A.; Thuillier, F.; Cynober, L.; Cortot, A.; Gottrand, F.; Messing, B.
Growth hormone enhances fat-free mass and glutamine availability in patients with short-bowel syndrome:
An ancillary double-blind, randomized crossover study. Am. J. Clin. Nutr. 2014, 100, 850–858. [CrossRef]

87. Darmaun, D.; Hayes, V.; Schaeffer, D.; Welch, S.; Mauras, N. Effects of glutamine and recombinant human
growth hormone on protein metabolism in prepubertal children with cystic fibrosis. J. Clin. Endocrinol.
Metab. 2004, 89, 1146–1152. [CrossRef]

88. Donmez, R.; Oren, D.; Ozturk, G.; Kisaoglu, A.; Ozogul, B.; Atamanalp, S.S. The combined effects of glutamine
and growth hormone on intestinal anastomosis in the rat intra-abdominal sepsis model. J. Surg. Res. 2013,
182, 142–145. [CrossRef]

89. Duska, F.; Fric, M.; Waldauf, P.; Pazout, J.; Andel, M.; Mokrejs, P.; Tůma, P.; Pachl, J. Frequent intravenous
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