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Complete eradication of chronic lymphocytic leukemia with
unusual skin involvement of high mitotic index after time-limited
venetoclax/obinutuzumab treatment
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1 | CASE PRESENTATION

A 51-year-old male patient was presented with large skin
masses of the chest wall that were pathologically proven to be
chronic lymphocytic leukemia/small lymphocytic lymphoma
(CLL/SLL) with Ki67:70%. The patient was treated with the
time-limited venetoclax/obinutuzumab combination for 12
cycles and CLL/SLL including the skin component was set
in complete remission.

A 51-year-old male patient was presented with skin masses,
10 X 5 cm (Figure 1), in May 2019. Biopsy showed CLL/SLL:
diffuse infiltration by small lymphocytes with the immunophe-
notype (IF) of CD5+, CD23+, CD79a+>CD20+. Ki67% ex-
pression was 70%. Mild lymphocytosis (lymphocytes=13910/
mm?®) and lymphadenopathy without splenomegaly/hepatomeg-
aly in computed tomography (CT) scans were also present. CLL
was IgVH unmutated, and deletion 17p/TP53 mutations were
negative. The patient was treated with the novel time-limited
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FIGURE 2 Skin presentation after 6 cycles of venetoclax-
obinutuzumab
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FIGURE 3 Skin presentation at the end of treatment

combination of venetoclax/obinutuzumab' from July 2019 until
July 2020. The CLL skin component responded impressively
(Figure 2 and Figure 3). Complete remission in CT scans and
bone marrow biopsy was confirmed at the end of treatment.
Undetectable CLL minimal residual disease (MRD) in periph-
eral blood and bone marrow by 8-color flow cytometry was also

confirmed. CLL skin involvement is a rare clinical presentation
especially at diagnosis. Ki67>45% is associated with more ag-
gressive biology of Non-Hodgkin lymphomas.? Our case indi-
cates that the novel time-limited treatment with the venetoclax /
obinutuzumab combination can eradicate the CLL disease, even
with unusual and biologically aggressive presentations.
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