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Perianal abscesses exist in various forms depending on the lo-
cation. In the present case, lipoma-like abscess was observed.

A 34-year-old Japanese man with no relevant medical his-
tory presented to our outpatient clinic with the chief com-
plaint of anal pain. On examination, he was found to have a 

soft perianal tumor that resembled a lipoma (Figure 1). We 
decided to perform surgical resection under spinal saddle 
block anesthesia in the lithotomy position. Operative find-
ings and examination of the resected specimen revealed that 
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Abstract
Perianal abscesses exist in various forms depending on the location. Clinical ex-
amination and endorectal ultrasound (EUS) may be useful for the diagnosis of anal 
tumor.
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F I G U R E  1   Perianal soft tumor
F I G U R E  2   Surgically resected specimen. Pathological findings: 
benign cystic tissue. Diagnosis: anal fistula

www.wileyonlinelibrary.com/journal/ccr3
mailto:﻿
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4618-3629
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
mailto:s8037@nms.ac.jp


      |  3557KOGO et al.

the tumor included yellow fluid. The tumor was diagnosed as 
anal fistula, and not a lipoma (Figure 2).

Deep perianal abscesses are often diagnosed not by in-
spection but by palpation. In addition, superficial perianal 
abscesses can be diagnosed by visual inspection.1,2 However, 
in our case, the abscess was relatively superficial in the peri-
anal area with the shape of a soft tumor, similar to that of a 
lipoma.
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