@’PLOS ‘ ONE

CrossMark

click for updates

E OPEN ACCESS

Citation: Dalwani MS, McMahon MA, Mikulich-
Gilbertson SK, Young SE, Regner MF, Raymond KM,
et al. (2015) Female Adolescents with Severe
Substance and Conduct Problems Have Substantially
Less Brain Gray Matter Volume. PLoS ONE 10(5):
€0126368. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0126368

Academic Editor: Hidenori Yamasue, University of
Tokyo, JAPAN

Received: November 10, 2014
Accepted: April 1,2015
Published: May 22, 2015

Copyright: © 2015 Dalwani et al. This is an open
access article distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Aftribution License, which permits
unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are
credited.

Data Availability Statement: Data are available
upon request due to imposed ethical restrictions
related to patient consent. Requests may be sent to
the corresponding author, Mr. Manish S. Dalwani, or
Dr. Joseph T. Sakai ( joseph.sakai@UCDenver.edu).

Funding: This research was supported by the
National Institute of Drug Abuse (NIDA) grants
DA009842, DA011015, DA034604, DA031761 and
the Kane Family Foundation.

Competing Interests: T. Crowley recently served on
the National Advisory Council of the National Institute

RESEARCH ARTICLE

Female Adolescents with Severe Substance
and Conduct Problems Have Substantially
Less Brain Gray Matter Volume

Manish S. Dalwani' *, Mary Agnes McMahon', Susan K. Mikulich-Gilbertson', Susan
E. Young', Michael F. Regner?, Kristen M. Raymond’, Shannon K. McWilliams', Marie
T. Banich'3, Jody L. Tanabe'-?, Thomas J Crowley', Joseph T. Sakai'

1 Departments of Psychiatry, University of Colorado School of Medicine, Denver, CO, United States of
America, 2 Departments of Radiology, University of Colorado School of Medicine, Denver, CO, United
States of America, 3 Institute of Cognitive Science and Department of Psychology & Neuroscience,
University of Colorado, Boulder, CO, United States of America

* manish.dalwani@ucdenver.edu

Abstract

Objective

Structural neuroimaging studies have demonstrated lower regional gray matter volume in
adolescents with severe substance and conduct problems. These research studies, includ-
ing ours, have generally focused on male-only or mixed-sex samples of adolescents with
conduct and/or substance problems. Here we compare gray matter volume between female
adolescents with severe substance and conduct problems and female healthy controls of
similar ages. Hypotheses: Female adolescents with severe substance and conduct prob-
lems will show significantly less gray matter volume in frontal regions critical to inhibition
(i.e. dorsolateral prefrontal cortex and ventrolateral prefrontal cortex), conflict processing
(i.e., anterior cingulate), valuation of expected outcomes (i.e., medial orbitofrontal cortex)
and the dopamine reward system (i.e. striatum).

Methods

We conducted whole-brain voxel-based morphometric comparison of structural MR images
of 22 patients (14-18 years) with severe substance and conduct problems and 21 controls
of similar age using statistical parametric mapping (SPM) and voxel-based morphometric
(VBMB) toolbox. We tested group differences in regional gray matter volume with analyses
of covariance, adjusting for age and 1Q at p<0.05, corrected for multiple comparisons at
whole-brain cluster-level threshold.

Results

Female adolescents with severe substance and conduct problems compared to controls
showed significantly less gray matter volume in right dorsolateral prefrontal cortex, left ven-
trolateral prefrontal cortex, medial orbitofrontal cortex, anterior cingulate, bilateral
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somatosensory cortex, left supramarginal gyrus, and bilateral angular gyrus. Considering
the entire brain, patients had 9.5% less overall gray matter volume compared to controls.

Conclusions

Female adolescents with severe substance and conduct problems in comparison to similar-
ly aged female healthy controls showed substantially lower gray matter volume in brain re-
gions involved in inhibition, conflict processing, valuation of outcomes, decision-making,
reward, risk-taking, and rule-breaking antisocial behavior.

Introduction

Substance use disorders (DSM-IV [1]) and conduct disorder (DSM-IV [1]), strongly comorbid
in adolescents [2], are characterized, in part, by the presence of very risky behaviors [3-5] and
are associated with severe health [6,7] and economic problems [8,9]. Structural abnormalities
in the brain have been reported in adolescents with substance use disorders and conduct disor-
der [10-13] but most of these studies (including our previous work [11]) have utilized male-
only or mixed-sex samples. The goal of this study was to test for structural differences in gray
matter (GM) volume in female adolescents with severe substance and conduct problems (SCP)
compared to similar aged female healthy controls.

Conduct disorder, while less prevalent in girls than boys, is the second most common psy-
chiatric diagnosis in adolescent girls, with a US adolescent prevalence of about 10% [14]. Con-
duct disorder is a psychiatric disorder of children and adolescents who show a persistent
pattern of behavior in which the basic rights of others, or societal norms or rules, are violated.
Conduct disorder in girls is associated with later antisocial personality disorder, early pregnan-
cy, and increased overall mortality [15]. Substance use disorders are also highly prevalent in ad-
olescence and are strongly associated with conduct problems [16-23], and this is true in both
genders [24] and in Asian, as well as Western, countries [25]. For example, Crowley et al.
(2001) [26] demonstrated that in adolescent patients (n = 87, both genders) the severity of sub-
stance problems and the severity of conduct problems strongly correlate (r = .43). The presence
of conduct problems in middle childhood is predictive of developing later substance problems
[27], suggesting that conduct and antisocial behavior problems are not simply the result of sub-
stance-influenced decision making. Such youths with conduct problems are likely to have early
onset of substance use [28], multiple substance use disorders diagnoses [2], and persistent
courses [29]. Some such youths fail to meet the technical criteria for conduct disorder, because,
for example, strictly supervised probation controlled their behavior throughout the last year;
therefore, we refer to such youths as having “serious substance and conduct problems” (SCP).

Such diagnostic co-morbidity presents a challenge to research design. Researchers may se-
lect a “narrow” or “broad” approach. Researchers selecting the “narrow” approach recruit sub-
jects with only a single diagnosis, excluding all others (e.g., conduct disorder and no other
diagnoses). This approach has certain advantages, allowing easy interpretability of findings
(e.g., these findings are associated with this disorder). However, there are also some important
disadvantages. As stated by Krueger (1999) [30]: “.. .pure cases of mental disorder (persons
meeting the criteria for only one disorder) are not only atypical, they are also less severely im-
paired. Thus, restricting a study to pure cases limits not only the generalizability of the study,
but also the ability to detect the correlates of more severe mental disorders”. A “broad” ap-
proach, which we employ here (i.e. selecting cases with both conduct and substance problems),
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also has advantages and disadvantages. It reduces the ease of interpretation of results, but it
does allow recruitment of subjects who are more representative of the source population and
are more severely affected.

A strong literature on behavioral disinhibition (BD) further supports that such a “broad”
approach to recruitment may have certain advantages. In this literature this conduct disorder
and substance use disorder co-morbidity is not treated as a nuisance that must be cleaned. But
instead researchers have asked the question: Why do these disorders co-occur within individu-
als so much more frequently than would be expected by chance? The answer has been because
there is a common risk, for both disorders, that has a strong genetic influence. Hicks et al.
(2004) [31] in a twin-family study that considered together conduct disorder, alcohol depen-
dence, drug dependence, and antisocial personality disorder (an extension into adulthood of
conduct disorder’s antisocial behaviors) concluded that “what parents pass on to the next gen-
eration is a general vulnerability to a spectrum of [these] disorders, with each disorder repre-
senting a different expression of this general vulnerability” (see also Tully & Iacono, 2014 [23]
for a recent review). This common liability sometimes termed behavioral disinhibition (BD)
[32-35], goes by many names in the research literature (e.g., neurobehavioral disinhibition [4],
externalizing problems [33], and poor self-control [36]). While conduct disorder and individu-
al substance use disorders are moderately heritable [37-42], BD is highly heritable [32-35] and
youths may show BD problems early in life, being impulsive, exploratory, excitable, curious,
distractible, with less cautiousness, fearfulness, shyness, and inhibition, have difficulty delaying
gratification and exhibiting lower levels of self-control [36,43,44]. Youths who show BD prob-
lems early in life are more likely to develop substance problems [31,36] and exhibit adult anti-
social behaviors [36]. This mounting literature suggests that to understand this common risk
for such externalizing disorders we must study their comorbid forms. Adolescents who have
antisocial behaviors but no other externalizing behavior problems have only moderate BD;
high BD is expressed through the co-occurrence of multiple externalizing behavior problems
in a single individual. Therefore, here we recruit adolescents with serious SCP, who are usually
individuals with high BD.

Studying structural brain morphometry in adolescent females with SCP is important. First,
adolescence represents a time of dynamic brain development, especially in regions important
to self-control and decision-making [45,46]. Adolescent males and females undergo changes in
GM volume across adolescence but at different rates [47], exhibiting sexually dimorphic brain
development [48]. Therefore, studying mixed-sex samples may obscure important case-control
differences and sex-specific brain differences. Second, although adolescent females try sub-
stances of abuse at rates similar to boys, sex differences begin to emerge with greater male rates
of substance use disorder prevalence in late adolescence and early adulthood [49]. Similarly,
adolescent females compared to males have lower rates of conduct disorder prevalence [14],
problems of self-control [50], and risk taking [51]. While these prevalence differences make re-
cruitment of females with SCP more burdensome, some researchers suggest that these pheno-
typic sex differences may be driven by separate biological or genetic risks in males and females
[52,53], encouraging the study of males and females separately.

Although externalizing behavior problems in adolescent females are associated with nega-
tive outcomes [15], we find only three studies examining brain morphometry of adolescent fe-
male-only samples with SCP or related phenotypes. Fairchild et al. (2013) [54], using region of
interest method as their primary analyses, reported lower GM in bilateral insula and right stria-
tum in female adolescents with conduct disorder compared to control females. Fein et al.
(2013) [55] showed greater thalamus and putamen volumes in female adolescents with alcohol
use disorder versus controls; however, another study on female adolescents with alcohol use
disorder versus controls reported smaller prefrontal cortex [13], a brain region critical in
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inhibition, decision-making, outcome monitoring, and self-evaluation [56]. While the finding
of less GM with SCP has been relatively consistent in males [10-13], the relative lack of studies
leaves this question unresolved in females.

We previously demonstrated functional and structural deficits using whole-brain analyses
in male adolescents with SCP [11,57]. Here we follow that study by comparing a female sample
of youths with SCP and controls. The morphometric differences in female adolescents with se-
rious SCP is not known; we therefore constructed our hypotheses based on the broader knowl-
edge gained from the few structural MRI studies focusing on females with conduct disorder
and alcohol use disorder [13, 54, 55], the broader literature on the functional neural correlates
of inhibition and sensation seeking [23, 57], and on the available literature on males adoles-
cents with SCP [10-13]. However considering there is limited prior work to guide our hypothe-
ses we conducted whole-brain analyses. Hypotheses: Female adolescents with SCP will have
less GM compared to controls in frontal lobe regions involved in inhibition (i.e. dorsolateral
prefrontal cortex and ventrolateral prefrontal cortex), conflict processing (i.e. anterior cingulate
cortex), valuation of expected outcomes (i.e. orbitofrontal cortex) and the dopamine reward
system (i.e. striatum).

Methods
Ethics Statement

The Colorado Multiple Institutional Review Board approved all procedures. Subjects below 18
provided written informed assent and their parents provided written informed consent. Sub-
jects who were 18 provided written informed consent.

Inclusion Criteria

Subjects (22 patients and 21 controls) were right-handed females age 14-18 years with estimat-
ed Intelligent Quotient (IQ)>80. Patients were recruited from our university based treatment
program for severe SCP as per DSM-IV. Patients had at least one non-nicotine substance use
disorder diagnosis.

Exclusion Criteria

Individuals were excluded if they or their parents lacked sufficient English skills for assenting/
consenting, had substances present in urine or saliva about 7 days before and immediately be-
fore scanning (urine AccuTest tested for marijuana, cocaine, methamphetamine, amphet-
amine, barbiturates, benzodiazepines, MDMA, methadone, other opioids, PCP; saliva
AlcoScreen for alcohol), or if a urine test for pregnancy was positive. Additional MRI exclusion
criteria included obvious psychosis, reported or evidence of marked claustrophobia, orthodon-
tic braces, color blindness, contraindications to MR scanning (e.g., non-MR-compatible de-
vices or implanted foreign bodies), history of head injury with loss of consciousness more than
15 minutes, prior significant neurological illness, or prior neurosurgery. Subjects were not ex-
cluded for prescribed medication. Controls had no conduct disorder diagnosis, non-nicotine
substance use disorder, court convictions, or substance-related arrests, treatments, or school-
expulsions.

Assessments

Parents completed the Child Behavior Checklist [58] and a socioeconomic status survey [59].
Adolescent subjects completed a 2-3 hour session which included the Diagnostic Interview
Schedule for Children (for DSM-IV attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) and
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conduct disorder diagnoses) [60], Composite International Diagnostic Interview Substance
Abuse Module (for substance use disorder diagnoses) [61,62], a substance use recency ques-
tionnaire, Peak Aggression Score [26], Eysenck Junior Impulsiveness Scale [63], Youth Self Re-
port [26], Carroll Self Rating Scale (for depression) [64], and two subtests (vocabulary and
matrix reasoning) from the Wechsler Abbreviated Scale of Intelligence [65].

We operationalized BD as the composite of four measures of disinhibited behavior: lifetime
conduct disorder symptom counts, lifetime substance use disorder symptom counts (i.e., life-
time substance abuse and dependence symptom counts), a subset of Child Behavior Checklist
items counts (or Youth Self Report for 3 subjects with missing Child Behavior Checklist) for in-
attention and hyperactivity/impulsivity. Subjects' scores were scaled against a sample of 414
similarly aged, similarly-assessed, community female adolescents and those scores were
weighted and summed yielding a Z-score of BD relative to that community sample (for details
see http://ibgwww.colorado.edu/cadd/bd.html).

Image Acquisition

We acquired high-resolution 3D SPGR-IR T1-weighted coronal image of all the participants
from a 3T GE MR scanner using the following parameters: TR/TE/T1/Flip = 9ms/1.9ms/
500ms/10°, FOV = 227 in plane, slice thickness = 1.7mm, 256 matrix, number of slices = 124.
Total scan time was 9 minutes, 12 seconds.

Data Analyses

Patient-Control Differences: demographic, diagnostic, self-report, and behavioral
data. We used statistical tests as appropriate (including t-test, chi-square, Mann-Whitney,
and Fisher-Exact) to compare demographic and clinical measures including: age, race, and
socio-economic status, cognitive measured IQ, number of substance dependence symptoms,
substance use disorder diagnoses, and lifetime conduct disorder diagnosis. We also compared
groups’ scores for ADHD, depression, aggressiveness, impulsivity, and BD.

Patient-Control Differences—GM Volume. We used an in-house Java (www.java.com)
program to convert Dicom images into 3D analyze format and statistical parametric mapping
(SPM8; The Wellcome Trust Centre for Neuroimaging at University College London) and
Matlab (R2012a) (Mathworks Inc, Natick, MA, USA) software for data analyses. Structural im-
ages were excluded if motion artifacts were seen.

Within SPMS8, we used the Template-o-matic (TOMS; http://dbm.neuro.uni-jena.de/
software/tom/) toolbox to produce tissue probability maps (TPM) specific to our adolescent fe-
male sample. In combination with age and sex data from our sample, the TOMS8 toolbox draws
from the Pediatric MRI Data Repository created by the NIH MRI Study of Normal Brain De-
velopment (http://pediatricmri.nih.gov/nihpd/info/index.html) to create study-specific TPM
[66]. We then utilized these TPM files for brain segmentation into GM, white matter (WM),
and cerebral-spinal fluid (CSF) through the voxel-based morphology (VBMS) toolbox. VBM8
implements these segmented images in the Diffeomorphic Anatomical Registration Through
Exponentiated Lie Algebra (DARTEL) algorithm. DARTEL is a high-dimensional spatial nor-
malization technique that utilizes the segmented images to produce six templates (GM, WM,
CSF, bone, air and skull). Finally, the images were registered using the final DARTEL templates
to provide modulated GM and WM.

The term modulation means multiplying each voxel intensity by the Jacobian determinant,
which characterizes how much a voxel was stretched or contracted during normalization. Im-
ages were modulated to preserve accurate representation of volume. The modulated GM im-
ages were smoothed with a 8mm full-width half maximum Gaussian filter.
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We compared volume estimates between groups using whole-brain voxel-wise analyses of
covariance (ANCOV As), adjusting for age and IQ at p<0.05, corrected for multiple compari-
sons at whole-brain cluster-level threshold and voxel-wise p<0.005. Cluster threshold corre-
sponded to 395 voxels or 1333.1 mm® (since each voxel is 1.5 mm®). Unlike the method used in
the male adolescent sample for our previous publication [11], we did not include total gray vol-
ume as a covariate as the new segmentation methods and modulation intrinsically account for
global brain size differences.

Using the region of interest analyses toolbox called “MARSBAR” [67], we extracted mean
GM volume for each subject for any region showing a patient-control difference and illustrated
histograms for each group. MARSBAR extracts simple mean GM volumes, i.e. averages were
unadjusted for any variables in the SPM model.

Secondary Analyses. Using these average GM volumes for the 9 clusters (or regions of in-
terest (ROIs)) estimated from MARSBAR, a ROI approach was implemented for all the sec-
ondary analyses. Each ROI and the total GM volume (for total 10 measures) served as separate
dependent variables in ANCOV As fit in SAS v9.4 (http://support.sas.com/documentation/cdl/
en/statug/63033/HTML/default/viewer.htm#statug_glm_sect049.htm) as follows:

1. Because ADHD and depression are often comorbid with conduct disorder and substance
use disorders [2], we evaluated group effects in ANCOV As adjusting for age, IQ, ADHD
and depression scores.

2. To insure that our group differences were not superseded by interactions with age or IQ (i.e.
lack of parallelism), we evaluated group effects in ANCOV As adjusting for age, IQ, and the
group by age and group by IQ interactions.

3. Finally to insure that our group differences were not driven by any medication use (see S1
Table in the supporting information section), we evaluated group effects in ANCOV As ad-
justing for age and IQ after removing the 5 controls and 9 patients who reported being on
medication (at the initial off-site interview as shown in S1 Table).

Exploratory analyses within patients. After examining and testing the primary and sec-
ondary aims, we evaluated whether GM volume was related to certain behavioral constructs
(or symptoms) in patients only, using exploratory analyses. Specifically, using whole-brain
voxel-wise regression analyses adjusting for age and IQ, we tested associations between (1) GM
volume and recency of non-nicotine substance use, (2) GM volume and conduct disorder
symptom count (z scores), and (3) GM volume and a composite construct for BD. The basic
framework in regression analyses within patients consisted of GM volume as the dependent
variable and, age, IQ, and the covariate of interest (e.g., BD, conduct disorder, etc.) as indepen-
dent variables. We then tested the voxels that showed significant positive or negative associa-
tions with covariate of interest after adjusting for nuisance covariates age and IQ. Finally the t-
map was transformed to correlation coefficient (r) (http://dbm.neuro.uni-jena.de/vbm/
threshold-and-transform-spmt-maps/).

We used the same whole-brain cluster-level and voxel-level statistical thresholds throughout
all analyses to maintain consistency.

Results

Table 1 presents patient-control comparisons. As expected, patients had significantly more
conduct disorder and substance use disorder symptoms. In addition, patients reported signifi-
cantly greater impulsivity, aggression, depression, and BD. With regards to demographic
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Table 1. Patient-Control Comparisons on Demographics, Diagnostic and Behavioral Measures.

Controls Patients p-value
(n=21) (n=22)
Demographics:
Age' (mean years (sem)) 16.67 (0.25) 16.09 (0.20) 0.08
IQ" (mean score (sem)) 103.95 (2.26) 94.26 (2.23) 0.0044
Race Caucasian (n) 13 12
African American (n) 1 1
Hispanic (n) 1 7
Other (n) 6 2
Caucasian vs. Non- 0.62
Caucasian?
Education Highest grade completed® 10.00 (0.30) 8.77 (0.17) 0.002
Socioeconomic Status'® 36.14 (3.57) 45.19 (3.34) 0.08
Diagnostic and other measures:
Eysenck Impulsivity Scale' 5.62 (1.00) 14.68 (1.23) <0.0001
Attentiot? Deficit Hyperactivity Problem score® (CBCL or YSR 1.48 (0.40) 5.68 (0.81) <0.0001
(n=6))
Aggression? (n°) 0/21 21/22 <0.0001
Carroll rating of depression’ 4.33 (0.77) 10.95 (1.23) <0.0001
No. of substance dependence symptoms® 0.24 (0.24) 13.09 (1.66) <0.0001
Lifetime DSM-IV based conduct disorder diagnosis (n)? 0/21 14/22 <0.0001
Lifetime DSM-IV based substance use disorder diagnosis (n)
Alcohol? 0/21 19/22 <0.0001
Amphetamine* 0/21 4/22 0.11
Cannabis® 0/21 20/22 <0.0001
Club Drugs* 0/21 10/22 <0.0005
Cocaine* 0/21 4/22 0.11
Hallucinogens* 0/21 1/22 1
Tobacco* 0/21 10/22 0.0005
Recency of use (mean days before scan (sem)) 9 NA 73.37 (16.54) NA
Length of Substance dependence (mean years (sem)) NA 1.563 (0.29) NA
Behavioral Disinhibition (BD Z-score) (sem))? -0.34(0.12) 4.92 (0.56) <0.0001
Significant differences are presented in bold font.
Abbreviations: sem: standard error of mean; NA: Not Applicable; CBCL: Child Behavior Check List
YSR: Youth self report; 1Q: Intelligence Quotient
DSM: Diagnostic Statistical Manual
't-test
2chi-square
3Mann-Whitney
“Fisher-Exact
&Socioeconomic status was unavailable on 6 patient families
PFor ADHD score, if parent CBCL not available (n = 6), YSR was used.
°For aggression score, controls (means (sem)) = 0(0) and Patients (means (sem)) = 5.73(0.55)
9Recency use data is not available on the first three patients due to late addition to the instrument battery
°Range of non-nicotine substance use in patients: 8-230 days before scan
fnicotine use in the 18 patients with recency use data (range 5-1440 hours; i.e. <1 day-60 days
note the maximum range is right censored i.e., 1440 hours is the maximum time recorded)
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0126368.t001
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Table 2. Whole brain analysis results where female controls showed greater GM volumes than SCP female patients.

Region

Controls>Patients

Medial Prefrontal Cortex

Sup. Fr. Gy.

Med. Fr. Gy.

ACC

Mid. Fr. Gy.

Left Ventrolateral Prefrontal Cortex
Inf. Fr. Gy.

Mid. Fr. Gy.

Right Dorsolateral Prefrontal Cortex
Sup. Fr. Gy.

Mid. Fr. Gy.

Medial Orbitofrontal Cortex

Rectal Gy.

Orbital Gy.

Cingulate Gyrus

Right Somatosensory & Motor Cortex
Postcentral Gy.

Precentral Gy.

variables, controls had obtained a significantly higher level of education and had significantly

higher IQ

Whole-Brain Analysis

As shown in Table 2, and Fig 1, VBM analyses demonstrated that patients had less GM volume
than controls in several regions: i) medial prefrontal cortex, ii) left ventrolateral prefrontal cor-
tex, iii) right dorsolateral prefrontal cortex, iv) medial orbitofrontal cortex, v) bilateral anterior
cingulated cortex, vi) right somatosensory and motor cortex, vii) left somatosensory and motor

cortex and supramarginal gyrus, viii) right angular gyrus, and ix) left angular gyrus. Table 2
provides specific details about significant gyri and Brodmann areas (BA). There were no

Laterality/BA

R,L 10
R,L 10
L 32
L9

L 11,46, 47
L 10,47

R9, 10
R9, 10

R,L 11, 47
R,L 11, 47
R,L 24, 32

R1,2,3
R4

Left Somatosensory & Motor Cortex & Supmarginal Gyrus

Postcentral Gy.
Precentral Gy.

Inf. Parietal Lobule
Right Angular Gyrus
Inf. Parietal Lobule
Sup. Parietal Lobule
Left Angular Gyrus
Inf. Parietal Lobule
Sup. Parietal Lobule
Total # of Voxels

L1,23
L4
L 40

R 40
R7

L 40
L7

# Voxels

959

1353

560

1518

721
995

1274

721

495

8596

t*

3.6

4.8

3.5

3.0

4.2
5.8

4.0

4.0

4.4

33

37

-13
52

39

43

49

48

-55.0

30

4.9

43
42

36

53

54

* t-value of the voxel with maximum GM difference in the cluster. The x,y,z co-ordinates represent the Montreal Neurological Institute (MNI) space location

of the voxel with maximum GM difference.

Abbreviations: ACC: Anterior cingulate cortex; BA: Brodmann area; Fr: Frontal; Gy: Gyrus; Inf: Inferior frontal gyrus; L: Left; Med: Medial; Mid: middle; R:

Right; Sup: Superior

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0126368.t002
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Cingulate

Gyrus,

BA 24, 32
Angular Gyrus,
BA 7,40

Right - NN 7 o

Dorsolateral
Prefrontal
Cortex,
BA9, 10

Ventrolateral
Prefrontal
Cortex,

BA 46, 47

Somatosensory
and Motor
Cortex,
BA1,23,4

Medial
Orbitofrontal ®
Cortex,

BA 11

Fig 1. Whole brain VBM analyses: Controls>Patients. The 3D color map showing various frontal and
parietal regions where Controls>Patients. Color bar represents t-value.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0126368.g001

regions where patients had significantly greater GM volume than controls. Whole brain overall
GM volume was also significantly lower in patients compared to controls (p = 0.035).

Analysis of clusters showing patient-control differences

Fig 2 illustrates histograms for each group of the MARSBAR-extracted-per-subject GM volume
from the nine clusters (or regions) of significant group differences at the whole-brain analyses.
The distributions of GM volumes for patients and controls show group mean differences but
clear overlap for all clusters. Table 3 provides within-group MARSBAR-extracted-per-subject
GM volume means, standard deviations, and percent difference in GM volume between groups
for each cluster.
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Fig 2. GM volume details of ROl where Controls>Patients. Nine panels which correspond to the clusters
of Control>Patient GM volume demonstrated with whole-brain analyses. Each panel displays two
histograms, salmon color bars indicating controls and teal color bars indicating patients. For all histograms,
the x-axis represents GM volume (intensities mapping GM volume in mL) and the y-axis represents number

of subjects.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0126368.9g002
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Table 3. ROIs where GM volumes in female controls exceeded GM volumes in SCP patients.

Cingulate Gyrus

Medial Prefrontal Cortex

Left Ventrolateral Prefrontal Cortex
Right Dorsolateral Prefrontal Cortex
Medial Orbitofrontal Cortex

Left Somatosensory Motor Cortex
Left Angular Gyrus

Right Angular Gyrus

Right Somatosensory Motor Cortex

Controls (n = 21) Patients (n = 22) Reduction (%)

Significant Cluster (from the whole-brain analyses) (meansztsd) (meansztsd) Patients p-value* p-value**
0.57+0.06 0.50£0.06 12.28 0.0007 0.0009
0.51+0.05 0.4410.07 13.73 0.001 <0.0001
0.54+0.05 0.43%0.10 20.37 0.0008 0.002
0.63+0.07 0.55+0.05 12.70 0.0005 0.0002
0.54+0.05 0.4610.06 14.81 0.0002 0.0001
0.56+0.04 0.49+0.06 12.50 <0.0001 0.0003
0.54+0.06 0.46%0.07 14.81 0.0005 0.004
0.61+0.04 0.5310.06 13.11 <0.0001 0.0001
0.56+0.07 0.48+0.07 14.29 <0.0002 0.004
685.14+52.28 620.29+77.84 9.47 0.035 0.01

Total GM Volume (ml)

The table presents GM volume in each group for ROls where controls>patients. The table also includes total GM volume for each group.

*Analyses of covariance: ROl as dependent variable and group, age and 1Q as covariates.

**Analyses of covariance: ROl as dependent variable and group, age, 1Q, depression and ADHD as covariates. The units for the 9 ROls (clusters) are
SPM units, which map intensities to gray matter volume (mL).

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0126368.1003

Secondary analyses

Testing whether ADHD and Depression influenced our primary results: ANCOV As adjusting
for age, IQ, ADHD, and depression scores showed significant patient-control differences in
mean GM volume for all nine ROIs and also for total GM, supporting that the results remain
significant (p<0.05) between patient and controls even after accounting for ADHD and de-

pression (Table 3).

Testing whether a lack of parallelism influenced our primary results: ANCOVAs adjusting
for age, IQ, Group, Group x Age and Group x IQ for each of the nine ROIs (and also total GM
volume) showed no significance for the interaction coefficients, suggesting that the group ef-
fects were not superseded by any interactions with age and IQ.

Testing whether medication use influenced our primary results: ANCOVAs adjusting for
age and IQ continued to show group differences for all nine ROIs and total GM volume after
removing the medicated subjects (5 controls and 9 patients) (see S2 Table in the supporting in-

formation for details)

Exploratory regression analyses within patients

GM and recency of non-nicotine substance use. Whole-brain regression analysis within
patients showed no regions significantly related to recency of non-nicotine substance use.

GM and BD. Whole-brain regression analysis within patients showed a significant nega-
tive association between BD and bilateral striatal GM volume (including caudate, putamen and
nucleus accumbens; left cluster size: 539 voxels and right cluster size: 471 voxels), suggesting
that higher BD was associated with smaller striatal GM volume. Fig 3A shows the strong nega-
tive association between striatum cluster and BD and the regression line at the voxel with maxi-
mum level of association in the left striatal cluster (t = -5.1, r = -0.77). Whole-brain regression
analysis within patients showed a significant positive association between BD and GM volume
in the insula cluster, (BA 13), that extends to superior temporal gyrus (BA 22), postcentral
gyrus (BA 43), and supramarginal gyrus (BA 40) (cluster size: 2088 voxels). Fig 3B shows the
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Fig 3. Whole brain regression analyses with BD within patients. Color map (Y coordinate: 25 mm) in Fig
3a showing negative association between the bilateral striatum and BD score in patients after co-varying for
age and 1Q. Color map (Y coordinate = -3 mm) in Fig 3b showing positive association between the insula and
BD score in patients after co-varying for age and IQ. The crosshairs mark the voxel with maximum
association and the regression plots below the color maps show the association between the region and BD
score for that voxel with maximum association. A 95% confidence interval will contain the true parameter
(slope) with probability 0.95. The prediction interval is an estimate of an interval in which future observations
will fall, with probability 0.95, given what has already been observed. Rt = Right.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0126368.9g003
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Fig 4. Whole brain regression analyses with conduct disorder symptom count within patients. Color
map (Y coordinate: -25 mm) showing negative association between the left somatosensory and motor cortex
region (i.e. precentral and postcentral gyrus (BA 1, 2, 3 and 4)) and supramarginal gyrus and inferior parietal
lobule (BA 40)) and BD score in patients after co-varying for age and 1Q. The crosshair marks the voxel with
maximum association and the regression plots below the color map shows the association between the
region and conduct disorder symptom count Z-score for that voxel with maximum association. Rt = Right.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0126368.9g004

strong positive association between the insula cluster and BD and the regression line at the
voxel with maximum level of association in the right insula cluster (t = 6.82, r = 0.85).

Note, our whole-brain comparison did not show any group differences in the striatum. But
because we utilized a cluster threshold criterion in our analyses, even highly significant differ-
ences in small regions would be missed. We therefore extracted GM volume for each subject
from the striatum clusters that our exploratory analyses suggested had a negative association
with BD in patients. We then tested post hoc if there were any group differences in the two stri-
atum clusters (left and right) after adjusting for age and IQ (see S1 Text for more details) and
found no significant group differences in the striatum.

GM and Conduct Disorder. Whole-brain regression analysis within patients showed a
significant negative association between conduct disorder symptom count and GM volume in
one frontoparietal cluster (size: 634 voxels; cluster description: left somatosensory and motor
cortex region, supramarginal gyrus, and inferior parietal lobule). Fig 4 shows the strong nega-
tive association between this frontoparietal cluster and conduct disorder and the regression
line at the voxel with maximum level of association (t = -5.1, r = -0.77).

Discussion

The goal of this study was to examine structural GM differences between female adolescents
with SCP and similar aged female controls; we extend the limited literature available [54] by
presenting whole brain structural analysis comparing adolescent females with severe external-
izing behavior problems to healthy controls, though prior work has focused on related pheno-
types, namely conduct and alcohol use disorders. We demonstrate widespread regions of
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smaller GM volume in female adolescents with SCP, especially in frontal and parietal regions,
and 9.5% smaller overall whole brain GM volume compared to controls.

In frontal lobes, patients showed in all 5 clusters identified in whole-brain analyses more
than 10% smaller GM volumes than controls (See Table 3; largest GM difference was observed
in ventrolateral prefrontal cortex). The prefrontal cortex covers 29% of the total cortex and
plays a central role in executive function and goal-directed behavior [68]. BA11, BA24, BA25
form the ventral prefrontal cortex and are involved with behaviors associated with reward and
emotions; BA32, BA9 and BA44 form the dorsal prefrontal cortex and are involved with inhibi-
tory control, working memory, and appraisal of errors; BA11, BA25 form medial prefrontal
cortex and play a role in salience attribution [68]. In the past, we have reported functional
widespread hypoactivation in prefrontal cortex in males with SCP [57]. Smaller GM volumes
observed here in anterior cingulate cortex (BA32) and dorsolateral prefrontal cortex (BAS,
BA9, BA10) may reflect dysfunction and result in poor decision-making, impairment in inter-
nal awareness, problems with error detection, and disinhibited antisocial and drug-using be-
havior [36,47]. Similarly, smaller GM in ventromedial prefrontal cortex (BA11, BA25) could
reflect disrupted inhibitory control in individuals with substance use disorder leading to impul-
sivity and poor control over behavior [68]. Our results are consistent with the growing litera-
ture on functional and structural brain differences in adults with antisocial and substance use
disorders implicating deficits in frontal regions [69].

As for parietal regions, females with adolescent SCP showed in all clusters more than 10%
reductions in GM volumes, compared with controls (see Table 3). Frontoparietal networks
likely play important roles in executive function and decision-making [70]. For example, the
angular gyrus activates in moral judgment tasks, is a key region in individuals with antisocial
problems, and has been implicated in rule-breaking behavior [71]. Smaller angular gyri ob-
served here in patients may reflect a neuroanatomical locus for this component of the behav-
ioral pathology.

Although our patients had significantly higher ADHD and depression scores, the patient-
control differences were largely unaffected by controlling for ADHD and depression (along
with age and IQ) in our secondary analyses. Thus, our secondary analyses support that our
clusters exhibiting patient-control differences were not driven by differences in these comorbid
disorders. Our secondary analyses also provide evidence that our primary results showing
group differences in GM volumes were not driven by medication effects nor invalidated by in-
teractions of group with age or IQ.

Our design is cross sectional and our “broad” approach to subject recruitment regarding co-
morbidity limits the ability to absolutely link findings with one disorder or another. Our study
was mainly designed to evaluate group differences and thus, brain morphometry associated
with SCP in adolescent females. However, we considered it important to investigate (through
regression analyses) whether particular diagnoses or traits were associated with one finding vs.
another. These exploratory analyses should of course be interpreted with caution but can pro-
vide useful information for hypothesis generation in future studies. One limitation of our
cross-sectional design is that it cannot determine if these clusters of smaller GM volumes repre-
sent lower GM as an effect (i.e., atrophy from repeated drug exposure), pre-existing GM defi-
cits as a cause (i.e., differences that pre-date drug exposure), or some combination thereof.
Thus, we conducted exploratory analyses to further characterize the relationship between
structure and behavior. First, we examined within-patients whether GM volume was associated
with recency of drug use. If drug exposure leads to the GM volume loss and such loss improves
with abstinence as has been suggested by some adult studies [72], we would expect GM vol-
umes to increase with length of abstinence from drugs of abuse. In contrast to this expectation,
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these regression analyses failed to produce any positive or negative associations between GM
volume and recency of drug use.

Second, we sought to test whether GM volume was associated with BD. Given that BD has
been conceptualized as a pervasive and highly heritable trait [35] that predicts the development
of substance use disorder [4], strong associations of GM volume with BD might suggest a pre-
disposing neural substrate for substance use disorder. Interestingly, those within-patient analy-
ses demonstrated that higher BD scores are associated with smaller GM volume in striatum.
The striatum and nucleus accumbens play a critical role in brain reward circuitry implicated in
the craving properties of drugs of abuse [73]. One study of a large community sample of
healthy adolescents (n = 226) found that smaller striatal volumes are associated with greater
risk taking [74], a major feature of BD. Another group reported that problems of striatal sensi-
tivity are related to problems of behavioral controls and predicts substance use problems later
in life [75]; the higher BD association with smaller striatum observed in our study expands our
understanding of this functional relationship, demonstrating this structure-behavior relation-
ship in a clinical population, although it remains to be seen if this association predates patholo-
gy. The insula has been implicated in empathic processing, and increased insula GM volume
has been reported in boys with conduct problems and callous-unemotional traits compared to
boys without these problems [76]. Our study extends this finding, reporting a positive correla-
tion between BD and insular GM volume in female SCP. Finally, despite our reasons for re-
cruiting a sample of female adolescents with high BD, we recognize that some brain findings
may be specific to one disorder or another. Therefore, to test whether some of our findings
were specific to conduct disorder, we conducted regression analyses within patients exploring
the relationship between GM and lifetime conduct disorder symptom count. These analyses
demonstrated one cluster in supramarginal gyrus where GM volume negatively correlated with
conduct disorder symptoms; this cluster approximately overlapped with one of the clusters in
the patients-versus-controls whole-brain comparison. Thus smaller GM volume in this supra-
marginal gyrus (BA 40) cluster may be more specific to conduct disorder and not BD or sub-
stance use disorder.

Although, we see substantial lower GM in the inhibition system of female adolescents, we
did not see any group difference in the striatum (also see S1 Text). Our exploratory analyses
demonstrated a negative association between patient’s striatum GM volume and BD. Tully and
Tacono (2014) [23] suggested that individuals with comorbid externalizing disorders suffer
both from a hyperactive (increased activation) dopaminergic reward system and a dysfunction-
al hypoactive (diminished activation) inhibition system. They further attribute individuals with
substance use disorders to have more problems in the reward circuitry and individuals with an-
tisocial problems to have more problems in the inhibition system. In contrast Fairchild et al.
(2011) [54] showed GM difference in the striatum in female adolescents with conduct disorder.
A longitudinal prospective design is needed to examine the developmental brain morphometry
associated with antisocial and drug problems.

Our results must be viewed within the context of the following study limitations: (1) Our de-
sign cannot determine if smaller GM volumes in female adolescents with SCP antedate drug
use. However, our analyses do provide support that adolescent females, with an average of only
a few years (1.53 + 0.29) of heavy drug involvement have widespread regions of smaller GM
volume in several frontoparietal clusters. (2) Our study focuses on adolescent females, and the
results cannot be extrapolated to adolescent males though we can compare them to our previ-
ous study. Relative to our results in adolescent males [11], females with SCP appear to show
strikingly more widespread GM changes relative to controls. (3) Several of our subjects were on
medications, and medication effects cannot be absolutely ruled out. However, our analyses
after removing subjects on medication (S2 Table) were consistent with our primary findings.
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Conclusions

Comorbid substance use disorder and conduct disorder are major economic and societal con-
cerns, often causing great harm to those individuals suffering with these disorders. We demon-
strate that adolescent females with SCP, after only a few years of heavy substance use, show
smaller GM volumes than controls across broad cortical regions, including some that are asso-
ciated with decision-making, conflict processing, evaluation of outcomes, and inhibition.

These results are a critical first step but future longitudinal work to both monitor youths from
a young age and follow adolescent females with SCP during prolonged abstinence could help in
understanding the pre-existing neuronal structural vulnerability to SCP, the adverse effects of
chronic drug use, and whether substance-induced GM volume changes remit with abstinence.
If a causal link between substance use and GM volume loss can be established, that information
could be incorporated into prevention efforts with younger children. If substance-induced GM
volume changes remit with abstinence, such information might be utilized to enhance motiva-
tion of SCP adolescent females in treatment.

Supporting Information

S1 Text. Examination of striatum GM volume difference between controls and patients.
(PDF)

S1 Table. List of subjects who were prescribed some form of medication at the initial inter-
view and at the time of the MRI.
(PDF)

S2 Table. Region of interest analyses without the medicated subjects. The region of interest
(ROIs) where GM volumes in female controls exceeded volumes in SCP patients after exclud-
ing subjects on medication.

(PDF)

Acknowledgments

The authors acknowledge the MR physicist Yiping Du, PhD and the MR technician Deb Singel
from the Brain Imaging Center at University of Colorado for their technical support.

Author Contributions

Conceived and designed the experiments: TJC MTB JTS MSD SKMG KMR. Performed the ex-
periments: TJC MSD KMR. Analyzed the data: MAM MSD SKMG SKM. Contributed re-
agents/materials/analysis tools: MAM MSD SKMG SKM. Wrote the paper: MSD MAM SKMG
SEY MFR KMR SKM MTB JLT TJCJTS. Statistical experts: SKMG MSD.

References
1. American Psychiatric Association (2000) Diagnostic and statistical manual of mental disorders (4" ed.,
textrev.).

2. Crowley TJ, Riggs PD (1995) Adolescent substance use disorder with conduct disorder and comorbid
conditions. NIDA Research Monograph 156: 49—111. PMID: 8594479

3. Weinberg NZ, Rahdert E, Colliver JD, Glantz MD (1998) Adolescent substance abuse: a review of the
past 10 years. Journal of the American Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry 37:252-261.

4. Tarter RE, Kirisci L, Mezzich A, Cornelius JR, Pajer K, Vanyukov M, et al. (2003) Neurobehavioral disin-
hibition in childhood predicts early age at onset of substance use disorder. American Journal of Psychi-
atry 160: 1078—-1085. PMID: 12777265

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0126368 May 22, 2015 15/19


http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchSingleRepresentation.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0126368.s001
http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchSingleRepresentation.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0126368.s002
http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchSingleRepresentation.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0126368.s003
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8594479
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12777265

@’PLOS ‘ ONE

VBM Study of Female Adolescents with Substance and Conduct Problems

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24.

25.

26.

Crowley TJ, Raymond KM, Mikulich-Gilbertson SK, Thompson LL, Lejuez CW (2006) A risk-taking
"set" in a novel task among adolescents with serious conduct and substance problems. Journal of the
American Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry 45:175-183.

Bardone AM, Moffitt TE, Caspi A, Dickson N, Stanton WR, Silva PA (1998) Adult physical health out-
comes of adolescent girls with conduct disorder, depression, and anxiety. Journal of the American
Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry 37: 594-601.

Harrison PA, Fulkerson JA, Beebe TJ (1998) DSM-1V substance use disorder criteria for adolescents: a
critical examination based on a statewide school survey. American Journal of Psychiatry 155: 486—
492. PMID: 9545993

Foster EM, Jones DE, Group CPPR (2005) The high costs of aggression: Public expenditures resulting
from conduct disorder. American Journal of Public Health 95: 1767. PMID: 16131639

Belfer ML (2008) Child and adolescent mental disorders: the magnitude of the problem across the
globe. Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry 49: 226-236. doi: 10.1111/j.1469-7610.2007.
01855.x PMID: 18221350

Huebner T, Vloet TD, Marx |, Konrad K, Fink GR, Herpertz SC, et al. (2008) Morphometric brain abnor-
malities in boys with conduct disorder. Journal of the American Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychi-
atry 47:540-547.

Dalwani M, Sakai JT, Mikulich-Gilbertson SK, Tanabe J, Raymond K, McWilliams SK, et al. (2011) Re-
duced cortical gray matter volume in male adolescents with substance and conduct problems. Drug
and alcohol dependence 118: 295-305. doi: 10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2011.04.006 PMID: 21592680

Sterzer P, Stadler C, Poustka F, Kleinschmidt A (2007) A structural neural deficit in adolescents with
conduct disorder and its association with lack of empathy. Neuroimage 37: 335-342. PMID: 17553706

Medina KL, McQueeny T, Nagel BJ, Hanson KL, Schweinsburg AD, Tapert SF (2008) Prefrontal cortex
volumes in adolescents with alcohol use disorders: unique gender effects. Alcoholism: Clinical and Ex-
perimental Research 32: 386—394. doi: 10.1111/j.1530-0277.2007.00602.x PMID: 18302722

Pajer K, Stein S, Tritt K, Chang C-N, Wang W, Gardner W (2008) Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and
Mental Health. Child and adolescent psychiatry and mental health 2:28. doi: 10.1186/1753-2000-2-28
PMID: 18837974

Zoccolillo M, Rogers K (1991) Characteristics and outcome of hospitalized adolescent girls with con-
duct disorder. Journal of the American Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry 30: 973-981.

Grella CE, Hser YI, Joshi V, Rounds-Bryant J (2001) Drug treatment outcomes for adolescents with co-
morbid mental and substance use disorders. J Nerv Ment Dis 189: 384-392. PMID: 11434639

Disney ER, Elkins IJ, McGue M, lacono WG (1999) Effects of ADHD, conduct disorder, and gender on
substance use and abuse in adolescence. Am J Psychiatry 156: 1515—1521. PMID: 10518160

Clark DB, Kirisci L, Moss HB (1998) Early adolescent gateway drug use in sons of fathers with sub-
stance use disorders. Addict Behav 23: 561-566. PMID: 9698986

Young SE, Mikulich SK, Goodwin MB, Hardy J, Martin CL, Zoccolillo MS, et al. (1995) Treated delin-
quent boys' substance use: onset, pattern, relationship to conduct and mood disorders. Drug Alcohol
Depend 37: 149-162. PMID: 7758404

Kuperman S, Schlosser SS, Kramer JR, Bucholz K, Hesselbrock V, Reich T, et al. (2001) Developmen-
tal sequence from disruptive behavior diagnosis to adolescent alcohol dependence. Am J Psychiatry
158: 2022—-2026. PMID: 11729019

Marmorstein NR, lacono WG (2001) An investigation of female adolescent twins with both major de-
pression and conduct disorder. J Am Acad Child Adolesc Psychiatry 40: 299-306. PMID: 11288771

Costello EJ, Mustillo S, Erkanli A, Keeler G, Angold A (2003) Prevalence and development of psychiat-
ric disorders in childhood and adolescence. Arch Gen Psychiatry 60: 837—844. PMID: 12912767

Tully EC, lacono WG (2014) An Integrative Common Liabilities Model for the Comorbidity of Substance
Use Disorders with Externalizing and Internalizing Disorders. In Sher K. (Ed.), The Oxford Handbook of
Substance Use Disorders (Vol 2). New York: Oxford University Press. doi: 10.1093/oxfordhb/
9780199381708.013.20

Heath AC, Bucholz KK, Madden PA, Dinwiddie SH, Slutske WS, Bierut LJ, et al. (1997) Genetic and en-
vironmental contributions to alcohol dependence risk in a national twin sample: consistency of findings
in women and men. Psychol Med 27: 1381-1396. PMID: 9403910

Chong MY, Chan KW, Cheng AT (1999) Substance use disorders among adolescents in Taiwan: prev-
alence, sociodemographic correlates and psychiatric co-morbidity. Psychol Med 29: 1387—1396.
PMID: 10616944

Crowley TJ, Mikulich SK, Ehlers KM, Whitmore EA, MacDonald MJ (2001) Validity of structured clinical
evaluations in adolescents with conduct and substance problems. J Am Acad Child Adolesc Psychiatry
40: 265-273. PMID: 11288767

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0126368 May 22, 2015 16/19


http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9545993
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16131639
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1469-7610.2007.01855.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1469-7610.2007.01855.x
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18221350
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2011.04.006
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21592680
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17553706
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1530-0277.2007.00602.x
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18302722
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1753-2000-2-28
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18837974
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11434639
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/10518160
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9698986
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/7758404
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11729019
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11288771
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12912767
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199381708.013.20
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199381708.013.20
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9403910
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/10616944
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11288767

@’PLOS ‘ ONE

VBM Study of Female Adolescents with Substance and Conduct Problems

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42,

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

Fergusson DM, Horwood LJ, Ridder EM (2007) Conduct and attentional problems in childhood and ad-
olescence and later substance use, abuse and dependence: results of a 25-year longitudinal study.
Drug and alcohol dependence 88: S14-S26. PMID: 17292565

Hopfer CJ, Crowley TJ, Hewitt JK (2003) Review of twin and adoption studies of adolescent substance
use. Journal of the American Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry 42: 710-719.

Myers MG, Brown SA, Mott MA (1995) Preadolescent conduct disorder behaviors predict relapse and
progression of addiction for adolescent alcohol and drug abusers. Alcoholism: Clinical and Experimen-
tal Research 19: 1528—-1536. PMID: 8749822

Krueger RF (1999) The structure of common mental disorders. Arch Gen Psychiatry 56: 921-926.
PMID: 10530634

Hicks BM, Krueger RF, lacono WG, McGue M, Patrick CJ (2004) Family transmission and heritability of
externalizing disorders: a twin-family study. Arch Gen Psychiatry 61: 922-928. PMID: 15351771

Hicks BM, Schalet BD, Malone SM, lacono WG, McGue M (2011) Psychometric and genetic architec-
ture of substance use disorder and behavioral disinhibition measures for gene association studies. Be-
havior genetics 41:459-475. doi: 10.1007/s10519-010-9417-2 PMID: 21153693

Krueger RF, Hicks BM, Patrick CJ, Carlson SR, lacono WG, McGue M (2002) Etiologic connections
among substance dependence, antisocial behavior and personality: Modeling the externalizing spec-
trum. Journal of abnormal psychology 111:411. PMID: 12150417

lacono WG, Malone SM, McGue M (2008) Behavioral disinhibition and the development of early-onset
addiction: common and specific influences. Annu Rev Clin Psychol 4: 325-348. doi: 10.1146/annurev.
clinpsy.4.022007.141157 PMID: 18370620

Young SE, Friedman NP, Miyake A, Willcutt EG, Corley RP, Haberstick BC, et al. (2009) Behavioral
disinhibition: liability for externalizing spectrum disorders and its genetic and environmental relation to
response inhibition across adolescence. Journal of abnormal psychology 118:117. doi: 10.1037/
20014657 PMID: 19222319

Moffitt TE, Arseneault L, Belsky D, Dickson N, Hancox RJ, Harrington H, et al. (2011) A gradient of
childhood self-control predicts health, wealth, and public safety. Proceedings of the National Academy
of Sciences 108: 2693-2698. doi: 10.1073/pnas.1010076108 PMID: 21262822

Eaves LJ, Silberg JL, Hewitt JK, Rutter M, Meyer JM, Neale MC, et al. (1993) Analyzing twin resem-

blance in multisymptom data: genetic applications of a latent class model for symptoms of conduct dis-
order in juvenile boys. Behav Genet 23: 5-19. PMID: 8476390

Eaves LJ, Silberg JL, Meyer JM, Maes HH, Simonoff E, Pickles A, et al. (1997) Genetics and develop-
mental psychopathology: 2. The main effects of genes and environment on behavioral problems in the
Virginia Twin Study of Adolescent Behavioral Development. J Child Psychol Psychiatry 38: 965-980.
PMID: 9413795

Slutske WS, Heath AC, Dinwiddie SH, Madden PA, Bucholz KK, Dunne MP, et al. (1998) Common ge-
netic risk factors for conduct disorder and alcohol dependence. J Abnorm Psychol 107: 363-374.
PMID: 9715572

Silberg JL, Rutter M, Meyer JM, Maes H, Hewitt JK, Simonoff E, Pickes A, Loeber R, (1996) Genetic
and environmental influences on the covariation between hyperactivity and conduct disturbance in ju-
venile twins. J Child Psychol Psychiatry 37: 803-816. PMID: 8923223

Hewitt JK, Silberg JL, Rutter M, Simonoff E, Meyer JM, Maes H, et al. (1997) Genetics and develop-
mental psychopathology: 1. Phenotypic assessment in the Virginia Twin Study of Adolescent Behavior-
al Development. J Child Psychol Psychiatry 38: 943-963. PMID: 9413794

Stallings MC, Corley RP, Hewitt JK, Krauter KS, Lessem JM, Mikulich SK, et al. (2003) A genome-wide
search for quantitative trait loci influencing substance dependence vulnerability in adolescence. Drug
Alcohol Depend 70: 295-307. PMID: 12757967

Moffitt TE (1993) The neuropyschology of conduct disorder. Dev Psychopathol 5: 135-151.

Rose RJ (1998) A developmental behavior-genetic perspective on alcoholism risk. Alcohol Health Res
World 22: 131-143. PMID: 15706788

Spear LP (2000) The adolescent brain and age-related behavioral manifestations. Neuroscience & Bio-
behavioral Reviews 24:417-463.

Steinberg L (2010) A dual systems model of adolescent risk-taking. Developmental psychobiology 52:
216—224. doi: 10.1002/dev.20445 PMID: 20213754

Giedd JN, Blumenthal J, Jeffries NO, Castellanos FX, Liu H, Zijdenbos A, et al. (1999) Brain develop-
ment during childhood and adolescence: a longitudinal MRI study. Nature neuroscience 2: 861-863.
PMID: 10491603

Lenroot RK, Giedd JN (2006) Brain development in children and adolescents: insights from anatomical
magnetic resonance imaging. Neuroscience & Biobehavioral Reviews 30: 718-729.

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0126368 May 22, 2015 17/19


http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17292565
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8749822
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/10530634
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15351771
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10519-010-9417-2
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21153693
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12150417
http://dx.doi.org/10.1146/annurev.clinpsy.4.022007.141157
http://dx.doi.org/10.1146/annurev.clinpsy.4.022007.141157
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18370620
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/a0014657
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/a0014657
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19222319
http://dx.doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1010076108
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21262822
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8476390
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9413795
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9715572
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8923223
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9413794
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12757967
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15706788
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/dev.20445
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20213754
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/10491603

@’PLOS ‘ ONE

VBM Study of Female Adolescents with Substance and Conduct Problems

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.
60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (2013) Results from the 2012 National
Survey on Drug Use and Health: Summary of national findings (HHS Publication No. (SMA) 13-4795,
NSDUH Series H-46). Rockville, MD: Available: http://www.samhsa.gov/data/NSDUH/
2012SummNatFindDetTables/NationalFindings/NSDUHresults2012.pdf. Accessed July 2014.

Matthews J, Ponitz CC, Morrison FJ (2009) Early gender differences in self-regulation and academic
achievement. Journal of Educational Psychology 101: 689.

Harris CR, Jenkins M, Glaser D (2006) Gender differences in risk assessment: Why do women take
fewer risks than men. Judgment and Decision Making 1: 48—63.

Kendler KS, Prescott CA, Myers J, Neale MC (2003) The structure of genetic and environmental risk
factors for common psychiatric and substance use disorders in men and women. Archives of general
psychiatry 60: 929-937. PMID: 12963675

Silberg J, Rutter M, D'Onofrio B, Eaves L (2003) Genetic and environmental risk factors in adolescent
substance use. Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry 44: 664—676. PMID: 12831111

Fairchild G, Hagan CC, Walsh ND, Passamonti L, Calder AJ, Goodyer IM (2013) Brain structure abnor-
malities in adolescent girls with conduct disorder. Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry 54: 86—
95. doi: 10.1111/j.1469-7610.2012.02617.x PMID: 23082797

Fein G, Greenstein D, Cardenas VA, Cuzen NL, Fouche J-P, Ferrett H, et al. (2013) Cortical and sub-
cortical volumes in adolescents with alcohol dependence but without substance or psychiatric comor-
bidities. Psychiatry Research: Neuroimaging 214: 1-8. doi: 10.1016/j.pscychresns.2013.06.001 PMID:
23916536

Eslinger PJ, Flaherty-Craig CV, Benton AL (2004) Developmental outcomes after early prefrontal cor-
tex damage. Brain and Cognition 55: 84-103. PMID: 15134845

Crowley TJ, Dalwani MS, Mikulich-Gilbertson SK, Du YP, Lejuez CW, Raymond KM, et al. (2010) Risky
decisions and their consequences: neural processing by boys with antisocial substance disorder. PLoS
One 5:e12835. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0012835 PMID: 20877644

Achenbach TM, Edelbrock C (1991) Child behavior checklist. Burlington (Vt) 7.
Hollingshead AB (1975) Four factor index of social status.

Shaffer D, Fisher P, Lucas CP, Dulcan MK, Schwab-Stone ME (2000) NIMH Diagnostic Interview
Schedule for Children Version IV (NIMH DISC-V): description, differences from previous versions, and
reliability of some common diagnoses. Journal of the American Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychi-
atry 39:28-38.

Robins LN, Wing M, Helzer M, Babor TF, Burke J, Farmer MD, et al. (1988) Diagnostic Interview. Arch
Gen Psychiatry 45: 1069—1077. PMID: 2848472

Cottler LB, Schuckit MA, Helzer JE, Crowley T, Woody G, Nathan P, et al. (1995) The DSM-IV field trial
for substance use disorders: major results. Drug and alcohol dependence 38: 59-69. PMID: 7648998

Thompson LL, Whitmore EA, Raymond KM, Crowley TJ (2006) Measuring impulsivity in adolescents
with serious substance and conduct problems. Assessment 13: 3—15. PMID: 16443715

Carroll BJ, Feinberg M, Smouse PE, Rawson SG, Greden JF (1981) The Carroll rating scale for depres-
sion. |. Development, reliability and validation. The British Journal of Psychiatry 138: 194-200. PMID:
7272609

Wechsler D (1999) Wechsler abbreviated intelligence scale. San Antonio: The Psychological
Corporation.

Wilke M, Holland SK, Altaye M, Gaser C (2008) Template-O-Matic: a toolbox for creating customized
pediatric templates. Neuroimage 41: 903-913. doi: 10.1016/j.neuroimage.2008.02.056 PMID:
18424084

Brett M, Anton J-L, Valabregue R, Poline J-B (2002) Region of interest analysis using an SPM
toolbox [abstract] Presented at the 8th International Conference on Functional Mapping of the Human
Brain, June 2—6, 2002, Sendai, Japan. Available on CD-ROM in Neurolmage, Vol 16, No 2.

Kalivas P, Volkow N (2011) New medications for drug addiction hiding in glutamatergic neuroplasticity.
Molecular psychiatry 16: 974—986. doi: 10.1038/mp.2011.46 PMID: 21519339

Tanabe J, Tregellas JR, Dalwani M, Thompson L, Owens E, Crowley T, et al. (2009) Medial orbitofron-
tal cortex gray matter is reduced in abstinent substance-dependent individuals. Biological psychiatry
65: 160-164. doi: 10.1016/j.biopsych.2008.07.030 PMID: 18801475

Stevens MC, Kiehl KA, Pearlson GD, Calhoun VD (2007) Functional neural networks underlying re-
sponse inhibition in adolescents and adults. Behavioural brain research 181: 12-22. PMID: 17467816

Raine A, Yang Y (2006) Neural foundations to moral reasoning and antisocial behavior. Social cognitive
and affective neuroscience 1:203-213. doi: 10.1093/scan/nsl033 PMID: 18985107

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0126368 May 22, 2015 18/19


http://www.samhsa.gov/data/NSDUH/2012SummNatFindDetTables/NationalFindings/NSDUHresults2012.pdf
http://www.samhsa.gov/data/NSDUH/2012SummNatFindDetTables/NationalFindings/NSDUHresults2012.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12963675
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12831111
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1469-7610.2012.02617.x
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23082797
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.pscychresns.2013.06.001
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23916536
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15134845
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0012835
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20877644
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/2848472
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/7648998
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16443715
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/7272609
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuroimage.2008.02.056
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18424084
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/mp.2011.46
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21519339
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.biopsych.2008.07.030
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18801475
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17467816
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/scan/nsl033
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18985107

@’PLOS ‘ ONE

VBM Study of Female Adolescents with Substance and Conduct Problems

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

Pfefferbaum A, Sullivan E, Mathalon D, Shear P, Rosenbloom M, Lim KO (1995) Longitudinal changes
in magnetic resonance imaging brain volumes in abstinent and relapsed alcoholics. Alcoholism: Clinical
and Experimental Research 19: 1177-1191. PMID: 8561288

Volkow ND, Wang G-J, Telang F, Fowler JS, Logan J, Childress A-R, et al. (2006) Cocaine cues and
dopamine in dorsal striatum: mechanism of craving in cocaine addiction. The Journal of neuroscience
26: 6583-6588. PMID: 16775146

Schneider S, Peters J, Bromberg U, Brassen S, Miedl SF, Banaschewski T, et al. (2012) Risk taking
and the adolescent reward system: a potential common link to substance abuse. American Journal of
Psychiatry 169: 39-46. doi: 10.1176/appi.ajp.2011.11030489 PMID: 21955931

Lahat A, Perez-Edgar K, Degnan KA, Guyer AE, Lejuez CW, Ernst M, et al. (2012) Early childhood tem-
perament predicts substance use in young adults. Translational psychiatry 2: e157. doi: 10.1038/tp.
2012.87 PMID: 22948382

De Brito SpA, Mechelli A, Wilke M, Laurens KR, Jones AP, Barker GJ, et al. (2009) Size matters: In-
creased grey matter in boys with conduct problems and callous-unemotional traits. Brain: awp011.

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0126368 May 22, 2015 19/19


http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8561288
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16775146
http://dx.doi.org/10.1176/appi.ajp.2011.11030489
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21955931
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/tp.2012.87
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/tp.2012.87
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22948382

