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A B S T R A C T   

A tannin-based adsorbent was synthesized by pomegranate peel tannin powder modified with 
ethylenediamine (PT-ED) for the rapid and selective recovery of palladium and gold. To char
acterize PT-ED, field emission scanning electron microscopy (FE-SEM), energy-dispersive X-ray 
spectroscopy (EDS-Mapping), and Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy (FT-IR) were used. 
Central composite design (CCD) was used for optimization. The kinetic, isotherm, interference of 
coexisting metal ions, and thermodynamics were studied. The optimal conditions, including Au 
(III) concentration = 30 mg L− 1, Pd (II) concentration = 30 mg L− 1, adsorbent mass = 26 mg, pH 
= 2, and time = 26 min with the sorption percent more than 99 %, were anticipated for both 
metals using CCD. Freundlich model and pseudo-second-order expressed the isotherm and kinetic 
adsorption of the both metals. The inhomogeneity of the adsorbent surface and the multi-layer 
adsorption of gold and palladium ions on the PT-ED surface are depicted by the Freundlich 
model. The thermodynamic investigation showed that Pd2+ and Au3+ ions adsorption via PT-ED 
was an endothermic, spontaneous, and feasible process. The maximum adsorption capacity of 
Pd2+ and Au3+ ions on PT-ED was 261.189 mg g− 1 and 220.277 mg g− 1, respectively. The prob
able adsorption mechanism of Pd2+ and Au3+ ions can be ion exchange and chelation. PT-ED (26 
mg) recovered gold and palladium rapidly from the co-existing metals in the printed circuit board 
(PCB) scrap, including Ca, Zn, Si, Cr, Pb, Ni, Cu, Ba, W, Co, Mn, and Mg with supreme selectivity 
toward gold and palladium. The results of this work suggest the use of PT-ED with high selectivity 
and efficiency to recover palladium and gold from secondary sources such as PCB scrap.   

1. Introduction 

Precious metals are widely used in various areas such as the electronic industry, production of catalysts, production of corrosion- 
resistant materials, and production of jewelry, due to their special physicochemical properties, including high conductivity and 
corrosion resistance [1–3]. Today inexpensive technology constantly replaces old technology, creating a huge waste stream of obsolete 
electronic equipment. Electronic waste (e-waste) contains large amounts of precious metals such as Au and Pd, as well as base metals 
such as Cu, Zn, Ni, and Pb. Therefore, each ton of PCB on average includes 0.35 kg gold, 0.21 kg palladium, and 130 kg copper, which 
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gold and palladium have a significant economic value. For this reason, e-waste may be considered a secondary ore of precious metals 
[4–7]. Thus, the recovery of palladium and gold from e-waste is of significant economic and environmental importance. These metals 
can be effectively recycled from various wastes to be reused as they have finite resources that exist just in a small mass on the surface. 

The recovery method should selectively isolate the precious metals from the base metals such as zinc and copper, which usually 
exist in excess amounts compared to the precious metals. Therefore, the development of efficient methods for the recovery of precious 
metals such as gold and palladium from a wide diversity of secondary sources is required. There are various methods such as hy
drometallurgical, pyrometallurgical, solvent extraction, electrochemical extraction, adsorption with bio-sorbents, ion exchange resins, 
etc., to recover precious metals. Meanwhile, the adsorption technique with natural adsorbents is low cost, more straightforward, and 
more efficient [1–3,8]. 

According to the theory of hard and soft acids and bases, chelating agents, including N and S atoms, have a higher affinity to and 
greater selectivity for soft ions of metals such as Pd Cl2−4 . Some ligands such as 2-aminothiazole, N-aminoguanidine, Plant tannin, 
Bisthiourea, Dimethylamine, and Ethylenediamine have been used to modify phenolic compounds and tannins to adsorb metal ions 
from e-waste. These ligands increase the adsorption capacity and allow the precious metals to be selectively recovered from base 
metals by forming complexes with them [6,9–14]. 

Parameters such as the concentration of the adsorbed components, time, amount of adsorbent, and pH have been proven to affect 
the efficiency of the adsorbent. Unlike the conventional methods of investigating a process, the experimental design technique is a 
more efficient, faster and more economical method that simultaneously optimizes the influential factors and possible interactions 
between them. One type of multivariate-based methods is Central Composite Design (CCD) under Response Surface Methodology 
(RSM), which provides a more reasonable prediction of the outcome response in fewer tests with minimal error [15–25]. 

This study was designed to rapidly and selectively recover gold and at the same time palladium from PCB scrap. For this purpose, 
tannin powder from pomegranate peel was modified with ethylenediamine ligand and effective parameters were optimized in the 
adsorption process via RSM-CCD. 

2. Materials and method 

2.1. Materials 

Tannin-rich pomegranate peel was brought from Izeh County, Iran. Ethylenediamine, thiourea, formaldehyde, paraformaldehyde, 
NaOH, HAuCl4.xH2O, HNO3, HCl, and PdCl2 were bought from Merck Company. PCB scrap was obtained from a storage unit in 
Shahrekord University. 

2.2. Synthesis and modification of the adsorbent 

The tannin-rich pomegranate peel powder (28 g) was dissolved in 50 mL of NaOH solution (0.25 M) at ambient temperature, and 
then 6 mL of 37 % formaldehyde was added to it. Next, the mixture was heated to 353 K. The product was filtered after 12 h and 
ground. It was then rinsed several times with deionized water. This product dried at 338 K for 24 h. To modify the product obtained in 
the previous stage with ethylenediamine, 5 g of it was poured into a flask with 2.5 g of paraformaldehyde, and 30 mL of HCl (37 %) was 
added and the mixture was heated at 353 K for 2 h. Then 8 mL of ethylenediamine was added and stirred for 12 h at 363 K. Finally, the 
resin was filtered and rinsed several times with deionized water and dried at 338 K. It was then crushed into fine particles [6]. The 
modified tannin-rich pomegranate peel powder with ethylenediamine was called PT-ED. To characterize the adsorbent 
FE-SEM-EDS-Mapping and FT-IR were performed. 

2.3. Design of experiment 

The optimization of effective parameters in the adsorption process was accomplished using Design Expert, version 13, software. 
RSM-CCD was utilized to define the optimal value of each parameter at five levels of –α (− 2), low (− 1), center (0), high (+1), and + α 
(+2) There were ranges of factors, including Pd2+ and Au3+ ions concentration (20-60 mg L− 1), adsorbent mass (5–33 mg), contact time 
(5–33 min), and solution pH (1–5), and 26 tests were obtained in one block and a small mode. Table S1 displays the CCD experimental 
design parameters for metals adsorption by the PT-ED. Isotherm, kinetic, thermodynamic, and the effect of competing metals was 
evaluated using the optimal amounts acquired by CCD. 

2.4. Experiments of the adsorption 

Adsorption experiments designed by CCD were carried out to determine the effective factors. The thermostatic shaker at 200 rpm 
was used to shake the solutions. After the mixture was filtered, the resulting solution was used for an inductively coupled plasma mass 
spectrometry (ICP-MS) test. The adsorption percent of Pd2+ and Au3+ ions by PT-ED was computed using the following equation (1). 

% A=
Ci − Ct

Ci
× 100 (1)  

Where Ci is the initial concentration of metals and Ct is the equilibrium concentration of metals in mg L− 1. 
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After performing 26 tests designed by CCD, the optimal value of the influential parameters was determined, and using them, 
isotherm, kinetic, thermodynamic, and competition of metals tests were conducted according to the above conditions. 

2.5. Acid digestion of the real sample 

The plastic and other non-metallic materials of the PCB scrap were burned by the furnace at a temperature higher than 1023 K for 4 
h. A planetary mill was then used to grind metals into fine particles. Reverse aqua regia (56 mL) was operated for the digestion of 
metal’s fine particles (5 g) (37%w HCl (14 mL) and 69%w HNO3 (42 mL)). Then it was heated for 2 h at 473 K. In the subsequent step, 
the cooled mixture was filtered, and finally, the concentration of metals in the solution (pH = 2) was defined via ICP-MS [26]. 

3. Results and discussion 

3.1. Characterization of PT-ED 

Fig. 1 shows the FT-IR spectra of (a) tannin-rich pomegranate peel powder and (b) PT-ED. The wide peaks at 3600-3100 cm− 1 show 
the stretching vibration of the O─H group of phenolic [27–32]. The C─C bond of the ring was displayed at the wavelength 1446 cm− 1 

[12]. The small peak at 2933 cm− 1 correspond to the C─H stretching of phenolic rings [31]. The C─O stretching vibration was dis
played at 1050 cm− 1 [33]. The peaks that emerged around 1640 and 1300 cm− 1 are correlated with N–H bending and C–N stretching, 
respectively. The peak occurred at the wavelength of 1617 cm− 1 indicates N–H bending. The changes observed in 1680-1600 cm− 1 and 
1250-1050 cm− 1 regions of the spectrum (b) indicate the modification of the tannin-rich pomegranate peel powder with ethyl
enediamine [10,11]. 

Fig. 2 illustrates the results of the FE-SEM analysis. This experiment was conducted to study the PT-ED surface morphology. The 
pictures at varied magnifications showed that the PT-ED has a harsh, non-uniform, and spongy surface. Such a surface may cause 
palladium and gold ions to be adsorbed (Fig. 2 (a, b, and c)). The difference in the images of PT-ED after adsorption indicated that the 

Fig. 1. FT-IR spectra of (a) tannin-rich pomegranate peel powder and (b) PT-ED.  
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non-uniform surface of PT-ED was covered with the Pd2+ and Au3+ ions (Fig. 2 (d, e, and f)). In addition, EDS-mapping affirmed the 
adsorption of Pd and Au by the surface of PT-ED (Fig. 3 (c) and (d)). 

The results of the EDS-mapping before and after the adsorption of Pd2+ and Au3+ ions on the PT-ED are shown in Fig. 3. Fig. 3 (a) 
shows EDS elemental analysis of the presence and weight percentage of C (66.3 %), O (24.2 %), and N (9.4 %) in the PT-ED before 
adsorption and Fig. 3 (c) shows EDS elemental analysis of the presence and weight percentage of C (67.2 %), O (21.3 %), N (9.3 %), Au 
(1.2 %) and Pd (1.0 %) after adsorption by PT-ED. Mapping analysis demonstrated how the elements were scattered in a specific area of 
the PT-ED surface (Fig. 3 (b) and (d)). EDS-mapping verified the sorption of palladium and gold by PT-ED surface. 

3.2. Optimization condition of the adsorption 

Acquiring the highest influence of diverse independent factors and their accompanying interaction on a process is called opti
mization [25]. Optimization was performed to attain the maximum adsorption conditions of Pd2+ and Au3+ ions on PT-ED by CCD and 
to determine the optimal value of the factors. Table S2 shows the CCD results. Under the conditions of Au (III) concentration = 30 
mg L− 1, adsorbent mass = 26 mg, pH = 2, contact time = 26 min, and Pd (II) concentration = 30 mg L− 1, the adsorption percent for 
both metals with the desirability of 1.0 was expected to be greater than 99 %. The optimal conditions given by CCD were tested with 
three replicates, indicating a reasonable agreement between the obtained adsorption value (palladium adsorption of 99 %, and gold 
adsorption of 97 %) and the value expected from CCD. 

Fig. 2. FE-SEM of PT-ED (a, b, c) before adsorption and (d, e, f) after adsorption.  
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3.3. Analysis of variance (ANOVA) 

The results of ANOVA and statistical summary of the model for the adsorption of Au3+ and Pd2+ ions by PT-ED are shown in 
Tables S3 and S4. The significance of the model for gold and palladium is shown by F = 2294.84 and F = 6436.03, respectively. For 
gold adsorption, the terms A, B, C, D, E, AB, AC, AD, AE, BC, CE, DE, A2, B2, C2, and D2 of the model are significant at P < 0.05. The 
significant terms of the model in palladium adsorption are A, B, C, D, E, AB, AC, AE, BC, BD, BE, CD, CE, DE, A2, B2, C2, and E2 at P <
0.05. The non-significance of the lack of fit of the models compared to the pure error was revealed by F = 0.46 for gold and F = 0.08 for 
palladium, and the non-significance of the lack of fit is satisfactory. The expected R2 of 0.9936 and 0.9995 is in sensible agreement with 
the adjusted R2 of 0.9995 and 0.9998 for gold and palladium, respectively. Adequate Precision is defined as the signal-to-noise ratio 
and a proportion larger than 4 is favorable. Adequate Precision for both metals was greater than 4. 

3.4. Effect of factors interactions on palladium and gold adsorption percentage 

The simultaneous influence of effective factors, including adsorbent mass, contact time, the concentration of palladium (II) and 
gold (III), and pH, on the adsorption of gold and palladium in the binary system of Pd2+ and Au3+ ions by PT-ED was examined. The 
three-dimensional plots (3D) of the gold and palladium adsorption via PT-ED are shown in Fi. 4. 

3. 4. 1. Interaction between pH and the concentration of Pd2+ and Au3+ ions 
As shown in Fig. 4 (a), the adsorption percentage of Pd2+ and Au3+ ions raised significantly with a concurrent decrease in the 

concentration of Au3+ and Pd2+ ions and pH. At a pH of about 2 and a concentration of about 40 mg L− 1, the adsorption percentage of 
Pd2+ and Au3+ ions reached 100 %. By increasing the concentration of Au3+ and Pd2+ ions, the number of functional groups of the PT- 
ED surface becomes less than the number of Au3+ and Pd2+ ions [34–36]. As a result, the active functional groups on the PT-ED surface 
are occupied very fast, and more functional groups are needed to adsorb the desired concentration. Hence, with an increase in the 
concentration of Pd2+ and Au3+ ions, adsorption was decreased. 

3. 4. 2. Interaction of pH with the amount of adsorbent 
The percentage of adsorption of Au3+ and Pd2+ ions was decreased by simultaneously raising pH levels and reduction of adsorbent 

mass (Fig. 4 (b)). The adsorption of metal anions through the PT-ED surface is dependent on the pH of the solution, which correspond 
the form of ionization of the PT-ED functional groups that affect the number of reachable active sites. Also, the pH of the solution 

Fig. 3. EDS-Mapping of PT-ED (a) and (b) before adsorption and (c) and (d) after adsorption.  

F. Zandi-Darehgharibi et al.                                                                                                                                                                                         



Heliyon 10 (2024) e24639

6

Fig. 4. 3D graphs of gold and palladium adsorption on PT-ED adsorbent. (a) interaction between pH and concentration of Au (III) and Pd (II) ions, 
(b) interaction between pH and amount of adsorbent, (c) interaction between pH and contact time, (d) interaction between the amount of adsorbent 
and concentration of Au (III) and Pd (II) ions, (e) interaction between the concentration of Au (III) and Pd (II) ions and contact time and (f) 
interaction between the amount of adsorbent and contact time. (For interpretation of the references to colour in this figure legend, the reader is 
referred to the Web version of this article.) 
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affects the ionization form of the metals in the solution [37,38]. 
The active sites of the PT-ED surface increase by increasing the PT- ED amount. Thus, the PT-ED could adsorb a large number of ions 

[34,39]. The pH less than 3 causes protonation (positive surface charge) of the PT-ED, and at this pH, the species of gold and palladium 
anions are Au Cl−4 and Pd Cl2−4 [29,40–45]. Therefore, Au Cl−4 and Pd Cl2−4 anions are absorbed by the positive charge of the PT-ED. 
Accordingly, these conditions are favorable for the adsorption of Au3+ and Pd2+ ions. 

Fig. 4. (continued). 
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3. 4. 3. Interaction between time and pH 
Fig. 4 (c) illustrates that with a simultaneous decrease in pH and a rise in time, the adsorption percentage of Au3+ and Pd2+ ions has 

increased significantly. In this situation, a decrease in pH causes the PT-ED surface charge to be positive and the Au Cl−4 and Pd Cl2−4 

species to increase in the solution [42]. Also by increasing the contact time, the PT-ED found enough time to adsorb Au3+ and Pd2+ ions 
[19]. 

The possible rate of Au3+ and Pd2+ adsorption by the PT-ED is defined using the contact time. At pH equal to 1, about 20 min of time 

Fig. 4. (continued). 
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Fig. 5. Scheme of the probable mechanism of palladium and gold sorption by the PT-ED. (For interpretation of the references to colour in this figure 
legend, the reader is referred to the Web version of this article.) 
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is needed for the adsorption percentage to reach 100 %, indicating the rapid adsorption of Au3+ and Pd2+ ions on the PT-ED surface. 

3. 4. 4. Interaction of the amount of adsorbent with Au3+ and Pd2+ ions concentration 
As shown in Fig. 4 (d), with the simultaneous increase in the mass of the PT-ED and decrease in the concentration of Au3+ and Pd2+

ions, the adsorption percentage of palladium and gold was increased, which was significant for the adsorption of palladium ions. The 
number of active places on the PT-ED surface was raised with an increase in the amount of PT-ED. Moreover, the number of Pd2+ and 
Au3+ ions in the solution was diminished with a decrease in concentration [18,34,39,46]. Therefore, the large number of functional 
groups and the small number of ions in the solution cause an increase in the percent of Pd2+ and Au3+ ions adsorption by PT-ED. In 
addition, the significant adsorption percentage of palladium on the PT-ED surface indicates the remarkable affinity of PT-ED to adsorb 
Pd2+ ions. 

3. 4. 5. Interaction between the concentration of Pd2+ and Au3+ ions and time 
The interaction of Au3+ and Pd2+ ions concentration with time is shown in Fig. 4 (e). A redaction in the concentration and, 

simultaneously, an increase in the time cause the gold ions adsorption percent to rise and palladium ions sorption percent to increase 
significantly. Few ions in the solution and the increased time lead to an increase in the sorption [39,40]. These findings indicate that 
low concentration of Au3+ and Pd2+ ions and long-term shaking time increase the adsorption of Pd2+ and Au3+ ions on the PT-ED 
surface. In addition, the significant increase in the palladium adsorption percentage shows the high affinity of PT-ED to it. 

3. 4. 6. Interaction between adsorbent mass and time 
The interaction of adsorbent mass with time is displayed in Fig. 4 (f). With the simultaneous rise of PT-ED mass and contact time, 

the percentage of palladium ions adsorption was increased significantly and the percent of Au3+ sorption was raised. Increasing the 
amount of PT-ED causes an increase in the active functional groups on the surface of the PT-ED and increasing the contact time causes 
more metal ions to be adsorbed [19,39]. Thus, long-term shaking time and a large number of active places of the PT-ED lead to a rise in 
the amount of Pd2+ and Au3+ ions adsorption on the surface of the PT-ED. Furthermore, a significant increase in the palladium 
adsorption percentage signifies the excellent affinity of PT-ED to Pd2+ ions. 

3.5. Mechanism of Au3+ and Pd2+ adsorption on PT-ED surface 

The mechanism of adsorption of gold and palladium by adsorbents made with nitrogen-containing ligands in an acidic medium 
through ion exchange, electrostatic attraction, reduction, and chelation has been suggested in various studies [6,11,47]. 

Acidic conditions lead to the protonation of amine groups and the positive charge on the surface of the adsorbent containing them, 
while at pH less than 3, gold and palladium anions become chloro-complexes (Au Cl−4 and Pd Cl2−4 ). Therefore, Au Cl−4 and Pd Cl2−4 
anions are attracted to the PT-ED surface using electrostatic forces and anion exchange. Amine groups can form a 5-membered chelate 
complex with Pd Cl2−4 anions and coordinate with Au Cl−4 [6,11]. As a result, it is possible that nitrogen atoms in acidic pH with Pd Cl2−4 
and Au Cl−4 anions lead to the formation of the 5-membered chelate complexes. 

Consequently, the mechanism of palladium and gold adsorption by PT-ED may be ion exchange and chelation. A scheme of the 
probable mechanism of palladium and gold sorption by the PT-ED surface has been suggested in Fig. 5. 

3.6. Isotherms models 

Conventional isotherms of Dubinin-Radushkevich (D-R), Freundlich, Temkin, and Langmuir were used to examine the adsorption 
isotherm of gold and palladium on PT-ED [48–58]. The adsorbent capacity and the interaction between the adsorbent and the 
adsorbate are expressed by the adsorption isotherm. In the Langmuir model, the adsorbent surface is assumed to be homogeneous with 
adsorption sites having the same energy, and the adsorption of the adsorbed ingredient on the adsorbent surface is considered as a 
single layer [48–50]. The linear Langmuir equation (2) is as follows: 

Ce

qe
=

1
QmkL

+
Ce

Qm
(2)  

Where Ce is the equilibrium concentration of the solute adsorbed (mg L− 1), qe is the solute adsorbed amount per unit mass of the 
adsorbent (mg g− 1), Qm is the maximum capacity of the adsorbent (mg g− 1). 

RL is calculated by the following equation (3): 

RL =
1

1 + (kL × C0)
(3)  

Where C0 is the initial concentration of the adsorbed component (mg L− 1) and KL is the Langmuir constant. The separation parameter 
RL indicates the desirability of the adsorption process in such a way that RL = 0 explains the irreversible adsorption process, RL > 1 
exhibits the disfavored adsorption process, 0 < RL < 1 confirms the eligible adsorption process, and RL = 1 denotes linear adsorption 
process [48,49,58]. 
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The Freundlich model illustrates the adsorption process of the adsorbed molecules as multilayers on a heterogeneous adsorbent 
surface with various adsorption sites [48,49,54]. The linearized Freundlich equation (4) can be shown as follows: 

log qe = log KF +
1
n

log Ce (4) 

The Freundlich constant is n, representing the surface inhomogeneity in the sorption system. The n value less than 1 (n < 1) points 
to the chemical adsorption process, n value of 1 (n = 1) represents the linear adsorption process, and the value greater than 1 (n > 1) 
implies the physical adsorption process [48,51,57]. KF is the second Freundlich constant that depends on the adsorption capacity. A 
plot of log Ce versus log qe provides a straight line, and the 1/n and KF are calculated by the slope and the intercept of the line. 

The state in which the heat of the adsorption dwindles linearly with the increase of adsorption capacity is defined by the Temkin 
model [48,49]. The Temkin equation (5) is presented below: 

qe =B1 ln KT + B1 ln Ce (5)  

Tamkin’s constants are B1 (J mol− 1) and kT (L g− 1), the former is related to the heat of the adsorption reaction, which is commensurate 
with the highest binding energy, and the latter is the equilibrium binding constant. A plot of qe versus ln Ce gives a straight line, and 
the values of B1 and KT could be acquired from the line’s slope and intercept, respectively. 

D-R expresses the mechanism of adsorption via the Gaussian distribution of energy on a heterogeneous surface [49,58]. The 
following equation (6) indicates the linear form of the D-R model: 

ln qe = ln Qs − βε2 (6) 

The plot of ln qe versus ε2 shows a straight line, and the values of β and ln Qs could be acquired from the slope and intercept of the 
line. 

The isotherm for both metals follows the Freundlich model with the value of R2 being 0.956 and 0.938 for gold and palladium, 
respectively (Table S5). Therefore, the surface of the PT-ED is heterogeneous and both metals adsorption on the PT-ED surface is done 
in several layers. RL was 0.062–0.284 for gold and 0.064–0.289 for palladium, indicating the favorable adsorption processes of the two 
metals. Table 1 shows the adsorption capacity of several adsorbents for gold and palladium. The highest adsorption capacity of PT-ED 
for Pd2+ and Au3+ was 261.189 mg g− 1 and 220.277 mg g− 1, respectively, indicating the PT-ED’s good tendency to adsorb Au3+ ions 
and its excellent affinity to adsorb Pd2+ ions in comparison to other adsorbents. 

3.7. Investigation of kinetic 

To understand the interplay between the adsorbed component and the adsorbent, kinetic analyses were executed with the intra- 
particle diffusion, pseudo-first-order (PFO), Elovich, and pseudo-second-order (PSO) models [57,67–72]. When diffusion occurs in 
a monolayer where the change in the amount of sorption with time is proportional to the vacant places on the adsorbent surface, the 
model is PFO [49,68,72]. equation (7) of this model is shown below: 

Log (qe − qt)= Log qe − k1t (7) 

The rate constant of PFO is K1 (min− 1), the mass of adsorbed at time t (min) is qt, and the mass of adsorbed at saturation is qe 
(mg g− 1). 

The chemical interactions between the solute and the surface of the adsorbent are represented via the PSO model [49,68,72]. 
equation (8) of this model is as follows: 

t
qt
=

1
k2 + q2

e
+

t
qe

(8) 

Table 1 
Comparison of adsorption capacities of several adsorbents and time needed to reach equilibrium for Pd2+ and Au3+ ions adsorption.  

Adsorbents Adsorption capacity (mg g− 1) pH Time (h) References 

Au (III) Pd (II) Au (III) Pd (II) Au (III) Pd (II) 

DAVF-PT 535 214 2 3 24 24 [42] 
GA 315.450 – 2 – 0.5 – [58] 
poly-Cys-g-PDA@GPUF 1082.6 784.5 1 M HCl 1 M HCl 0.5 0.5 [59] 
GO 108.342 80.775 6 6 5 2.5 [60] 
UiO-66-NH2 495 167 1 1 0.75 0.75 [61] 
MPIDC – 60.2 – 5.45 – 1.75 [62] 
AC – 35.70 – 2 – 1.67 [63] 
BPMC – 43.48 – 2 – 1.67 [63] 
silica-based Thiol scavenger – 105 – 1 M HNO3 – 1 [64] 
Zn–Al–LDH@ZIF–8 163 177 3.5 3.5 0.33 0.33 [65] 
PPF resin – 111.11 – 5 – 14 [66] 
PT-ED 220.277 261.189 2 2 0.43 0.43 This work  
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Where K2 (min− 1) is the rate constant of PSO and qe (mg g− 1) is the amount of solute adsorbed in equilibrium. 
Chemisorption is expressed via the Elovich model [48,49]. The equation of the Elovich model can be depicted using the following 

equation (9): 

qt =
1
β

ln(t) +
1
β

ln(αβ) (9)  

Which α (mgg− 1 min− 1) indicates the initial speed of the adsorption reaction and β (g mg− 1) shows the range of the surface coverage and 
activation energy. 

The speed control step and the steps affecting the speed of the sorption process are defined by the intra-particle diffusion [48,58, 
69]. equation (10) of this model is as follows: 

qt = kdiff t1/2 + C (10)  

Where Kdiff and C represent the intra-particle diffusion rate constant and boundary surface layer thickness, respectively. 
The main parameters of kinetic models are demonstrated in Table S6. For both metals, the R2 value of the PSO model was the 

nearest value to 1 (R2 = 0.999) and it was greater than the R2 value of the other models. Thus, the PSO model is suited to characterize 
the kinetic of Pd2+ and Au3+ adsorption processes on the PT-ED surface. In addition, the qe values obtained and computed by the PSO 
model are very near to each other, indicating that this model is very fit for displaying the testing data. These findings reveal the in
teractions of Pd2+ and Au3+ ions with the PT-ED surface may be chemical. Table 1 shows the time needed to achieve PT-ED equilibrium 
in comparison to various adsorbents. The adsorption of gold and palladium onto PT-ED achieves equilibrium in a briefer time as 
compared to other adsorbents, showing the rapid adsorption of Pd2+ and Au3+ ions by PT-ED. 

3.8. Thermodynamic investigation 

The impact of temperature on Pd2+ and Au3+ ions adsorption at various temperatures was examined. The entropy (ΔS0), enthalpy 
(ΔH0), and Gibbs free energy ( ΔG0), as thermodynamic parameters, were calculated by the following equations 11–13 [73–78]. 

Kd =
Cads

Ce
(11)  

Ln Kd = −
ΔH0

RT
+

ΔS0

R
(12)  

ΔG0 = − RTLn Kd (13)  

Where Kd is the distribution coefficient of adsorption, Cads is the value of Pd2+ and Au3+ ions adsorbed via the PT-ED at equilibrium (mg 
L− 1), Ce is the quantity of Pd2+ and Au3+ ions remaining at equilibrium (mg L− 1), T (K◦) is the temperature of the solution, and R (8.314 
J mol− 1 K− 1) is the universal gas constant. The quantity of ΔS0 and ΔH0 was measured from the slope and intercept of the Ln Kd plot 
against 1T. 

As shown in Table S7, the percent of gold and palladium adsorption by PT-ED increased with an increase in temperature. An 
entropy value greater than zero (ΔS0 > 0) denotes an increase in disorder. Gibbs free energy less than zero (ΔG0 < 0) means that the 
process of adsorption is spontaneous. The endothermic process of gold and palladium adsorption by PT-ED is confirmed with an 
enthalpy greater than zero (ΔH0 > 0). 

Fig. 6. Influence of co-existing metals in the PCB scarp on gold and palladium adsorption. (For interpretation of the references to colour in this 
figure legend, the reader is referred to the Web version of this article.) 
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3.9. Influence of co-existing metals in the real sample on the gold and palladium adsorption 

Metals existent in the real sample matrix could influence the adsorption of palladium and gold by the PT-ED. Consequently, it is 
necessary to test the selectivity of the PT-ED to palladium and gold in the company of competing metals. The PT-ED evaluation for the 
recovery of gold and palladium in the matrix of waste PCB in the presence of competing metals with different concentrations was 
accomplished under optimal conditions, including adsorbent mass = 26 mg, pH = 2, and contact time = 26 min (Fig. 6). As is observed 
in Fig. 6, PT-ED has shown a very high selectivity for adsorbing gold and palladium compared to other metals, and its tendency to 
adsorb other metals was negligible and close to zero. Base metal ions exist in the acidic medium in cationic or neutral species, but 
palladium and gold ions exist in the anionic form in this medium [11,29,42,47]. Therefore, the PT-ED does not tend to adsorb base 
metal ions because of its positive surface charge. 

Metal ions with ligands that have more or less electronegative donor atoms have a greater preference for complex formation. 
Chelating agents with nitrogen atoms are effective for the selective adsorption of precious metal ions. According to Pearson’s theory, 
ethylenediamine tends to adsorb soft metals such as palladium and gold due to the existence of soft nitrogen atoms and does not tend to 
adsorb hard or medium metals. N donor atoms have a weak tendency to form complexes with base metals in less acidic solutions [79, 
80]. 

Table 2 indicates the mass of adsorbent and co-existing metals of different adsorbents for the adsorption of gold and palladium. A 
small mass of PT-ED recovered gold and palladium from a larger number of co-existing metals existing in the PCB scrap compared to 
other adsorbents. 

3.10. Reusability of PT-ED 

The adsorption efficacy of the regenerated PT-ED was assessed in three consecutive cycles and experimental conditions, including 
Au (III) concentration = 30 mg L− 1, Pd (II) concentration = 30 mg L− 1, pH = 2, temperature = 303 K, adsorbent mass = 26 mg, and 
contact time = 26 min. The elution of precious metals adsorbed on the surface of PT-ED was done using thiourea in HCl (0.5 M: 2 M) 
and the shaking time was 4 h [58]. As shown in Fig. 7, the adsorption percent of the PT-ED is more than 90 % in three cycles for both 

Table 2 
Comparison of adsorbent mass and the number of co-existing metals of various adsorbents for gold and palladium adsorption.  

Adsorbents Metal Adsorbent Mass (mg) Competing Metals References 

DMA-PP gel Au/Pd 10 Ni, Zn, Cu, Fe, Pt [14] 
PT-GO Au/Pd 50 Ag [36] 
UiO-66-NH2 Au/Pd 10 Cu, Ni, Co, Zn [61] 
Mag-GO@MBT/SDS NPs Au/Pd 30 Fe, Mn, Cu, Pb, Zn, Co, Mo, Ni, Cr, Cd [79] 
PT-ED Au/Pd 26 Si, Zn, Pb, Ba, Ni, Ca, Co, Cr, Mn, Cu, Mg, W This work  

Fig. 7. Reusability of PT-ED.  
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metals. These results represent the ability of PT-ED to be regenerated and reused; therefore, the use of PT-ED could be economical. 

4. Conclusion 

In this study, the powder of pomegranate peel tannins was modified with ethylenediamine ligand. The modified adsorbent was used 
for the rapid and selective recovery of Pd2+ and Au3+ ions from waste PCB. The optimal conditions, including Au (III) concentration =
30 mg L− 1, adsorbent mass = 26 mg, pH = 2, contact time = 26 min, and Pd (II) concentration = 30 mg L− 1 with the sorption percent 
more than 99 %, was anticipated with a 0.1 desirability using CCD for both metals. The sorption percent obtained with three repli
cations under optimal conditions was 97 % for gold and 99 % for palladium, which was in good agreement with the expected values. 
The adsorption isotherm for both metals was determined by the Freundlich model (R2 = 0.956) for gold and (R2 = 0.938) for 
palladium. The PSO model (R2 = 0.999) expressed the adsorption kinetic of Pd2+ and Au3+ ions on PT-ED. The thermodynamics of Pd2+

and Au3+ ions adsorption by the PT-ED was an endothermic (ΔH◦ > 0), straightforward (ΔS◦ > 0), and spontaneous (ΔG◦ < 0) process. 
The highest capacity of the PT-ED to adsorb Pd2+ and Au3+ ions was 261.189 mg g− 1 and 220.277 mg g− 1, respectively. A small mass of 
the PT-ED rapidly recovered gold and palladium from the competing metals in PCB scrap, including Ca, Zn, Si, Cr, Pb, Ni, Cu, Ba, W, Co, 
Mn, and Mg with excellent selectivity toward gold and palladium. The results of this research indicate the potency of PT-ED with high 
selectivity and efficiency in recovering gold and palladium from secondary sources such as PCB scrap. 
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