
Sensing Capabilities of Single Nanowires
Studied with Correlative In Situ Light and
Electron Microscopy
Lilian M. Vogl, Peter Schweizer, Peter Denninger, Gunther Richter, and Erdmann Spiecker*

Cite This: ACS Nano 2022, 16, 18110−18118 Read Online

ACCESS Metrics & More Article Recommendations *sı Supporting Information

ABSTRACT: Modern devices based on modular designs require
versatile and universal sensor components which provide an
efficient, sensitive, and compact measurement unit. To improve
the space capacity of devices, miniaturized building elements are
needed, which implies a turning away from conventional micro-
cantilevers toward nanoscale cantilevers. Nanowires can be seen as
high-quality resonators and offer the opportunity to create sensing
devices on small scales. To use such a one-dimensional
nanostructure as a resonant cantilever, a precise characterization
based on the fundamental properties is needed. We present a
correlative electron and light microscopy approach to characterize
the pressure and environment sensing capabilities of single
nanowires by analyzing their resonance behavior in situ. The high
vacuum in electron microscopes enables the characterization of the intrinsic vibrational properties and the maximum quality
factor. To analyze the damping effect caused by the interaction of the gas molecules with the excited nanowire, the in situ
resonance measurements have been performed under non-high-vacuum conditions. For this purpose, single nanowires are
mounted in a specifically designed compact gas chamber underneath the light microscope, which enables direct observation of
the resonance behavior and evaluation of the quality factor with dependence of the applied gas atmosphere (He, N2, Ar, Air)
and pressure level. By using the resonance vibration, we demonstrate the pressure sensing capability of a single nanowire and
examine the molar mass of the surrounding atmosphere. Together this shows that even single nanowires can be utilized as
versatile nanoscale gas sensors.
KEYWORDS: correlative in situ microscopy, nanowire, resonance, quality factor, sensing

Microcantilevers1−3 are already successfully imple-
mented in mass sensing devices, offering a
sensitivity down to the subpicogram range.4−6 The

performance of such a cantilever based device depends on the
resonance frequency and sharpness of the resonance peak, i.e.,
quality factor.7,8 While for mass sensing applications the
frequency shift is used,9,10 the corresponding quality factor
additionally depends on the ambient medium and scales
inversely with the pressure in the measurement regime.11,12

Cantilevers have also been used for pressure sensing, however,
their applicable pressure range13 is restricted by their
dimensions. To expand the pressure range, the size of the
cantilevers has to be further reduced: A beam with a thickness
in the nm range can significantly broaden the measurable range
and further shift it to higher values.7 Cantilevers produced by
microfabrication technology14 are difficult to make sufficiently
small while maintaining a high enough quality. One potential
alternative is nanowires, which can have a very small size while

being single-crystalline with a low defect concentration. Such
metallic nanowires can be produced by physical vapor
deposition,15,16 electrodeposition,17 or indirect means via a
thermally induced conversion mechanism.18

However, a drawback of nanowires is that their cross-
sectional shape19 and therefore their resonance behavior can
strongly vary across a batch. Therefore, a precise character-
ization of the vibrational properties of nanowires is required
before they can be used for sensing. The analysis of the
individual nanowire properties is essential to create functional
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arrays which can be further integrated in next-generation
sensing devices.20,21 Several sensitivity records regarding
mass,22 gas concentration,23 or force24 based on single
nanoresonators have already been reported showing the great
potential of nanowires. However, the precise microscopic
analysis of the vibrational behavior on small scales and in
different environments is still pending.
In this study, we demonstrate the sensing capabilities of

single nanowires by using correlative in situ light and electron
microscopy. The ability to observe one-dimensional nano-
structures with light optical methods offers the opportunity to
characterize the vibrational behavior not only in a vacuum but
also under realistic application of related conditions. The
damping arising from intrinsic and extrinsic effects can be
described by the quality factor of the resonance vibration. The
intrinsic quality factor25 crucially depends on the micro-
structure and surface quality of the nanowire. Our correlative
analysis in the electron microscope with idealized high-vacuum
conditions enables the clear assignment of intrinsic nanowire
properties. The extrinsic damping observed underneath the
light microscope can be attributed to the interaction of the gas
molecules with the vibrating nanocantilever26 and depends on
the pressure and the type of the surrounding atmosphere. Our
comprehensive study introduces an innovative microscopy
setup to characterize the quality factor on small scales and
reveals the pressure and gas sensitive resonance behavior of
single nanoscale cantilevers.

RESULTS
Resonance Measurements and Quality Factor Anal-

ysis. To analyze the vibration properties of a single nanowire
in dependence of the surrounding environment, resonance
measurements are performed in situ in light microscope LM
and scanning electron microscope SEM. The general setup for
resonance measurements is universal and independent of the
ambient medium. Depending on whether the experiment is
performed in a high vacuum (SEM) or at higher pressures
(LM), the sharpness of the resonance peak and therefore the
quality factor changes.27 The dimensionless quality factor Q is
defined by the resonance frequency FResonance and the
bandwidth F2 − F1:

=Q
F
F F
Resonance

2 1 (1)

For a resonance curve, F1 and F2 describe the frequencies,
where 1/ 2 of the maximum attainable amplitude Amax is
reached. For both setups in SEM and LM, electrical
excitation28 is used to excite the resonance with defined
frequency and to further perform frequency sweeps. To
achieve this, an electrode is arranged perpendicular to the
sample (see Figure 1) and a waveform generator applies a
sinusoidal AC voltage. By sweeping through the appropriate
frequency range, the resonance vibration with maximum
amplitude can be detected. The maximum amplitude depends
on several factors such as electrode−wire distance and applied

Figure 1. Illustration of the experimental setup and workflow. In order to analyze the vibrational properties of a single nanowire under
different conditions, the resonance measurements (via electrical excitation) are performed correlatively in SEM and LM. (a) Setup for the
light microscopy study. The nanowire is attached to a micromanipulator mounted in a compact gas chamber underneath the light
microscope. The electrical excitation is realized with a metal tip (AC electrode) attached to a second micromanipulator. The frequency
sweep revealed the largest oscillation amplitude (directly observable in the LM image) at the resonance frequency of 40.68 kHz. (b)
Subsequently, the sample is transferred to the SEM, where correlative resonance measurements are performed (green box: images taken
during frequency sweep). The resonance frequency is again at 40.68 kHz. The SEM images show an interference pattern of the scanning
electron beam and the oscillating nanowire. (c) Exemplary comparison of resonance curves in LM and SEM of a different wire. In SEM, the
nanowire reveals a sharp resonance at 80.1 kHz with a high intrinsic quality factor of Q = 1130. The resonance curve recorded in LM at a
pressure of 120 mbar (ambient air) shows a much broader resonance curve corresponding to a strongly reduced extrinsic quality factor of Q
= 21.
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AC voltage. However, the calculation of the quality factor is
not affected by a changing maximum amplitude as it is solely
based on the shape of the resonance peak.
For our study we used PVD grown gold nanowires with high

structural quality.15 To perform resonance measurements,
freestanding conductive nanowires are required, so that they
can vibrate freely and can respond to the applied AC voltage.
During preparation of the correlative experiments, several
nanowires have been attached to tungsten tips in advance. In
SEM and LM, a fixed micromanipulator setup consisting of
two manipulators is used, which allows a precise alignment of
the nanowires with respect to the second electrode tip. Figure
1 illustrates the resonance measurements in LM and SEM and
the correlative workflow. To avoid any effect of contamination
of the nanowire by long-term electron beam imaging,
resonance measurements were first performed in the light
microscope and subsequently in the electron microscope.
Additionally, the exposure to the electron beam was limited by
using short-term exposures and low currents (<100 pA).
Correlative In Situ Light and Electron Microscopy.

Despite the small scale, nanowires and their resonance
behavior can be imaged and analyzed under certain conditions
with LM (see Supporting Information 1). The resolution of a
conventional light microscope is in the range of ∼400 nm29

and is given by the diffraction limit according to the Abbe30 or
Rayleigh criterion.31 The Rayleigh criterion states that,
depending on the wavelength λ of the light source and the
numerical aperture NA of the objective lens, two object points
are separated in the image if their distance exceeds 0.61 λ/NA.
In this study, we analyzed nanowires with a thickness in the
range 180−350 nm and lengths of 25−38 μm. Even though the
thickness of the nanowires is below the resolution limit, the
nanowires are clearly revealed in the LM images since they
occur as isolated nanowires in the resonance setup. The
nanowire contrast is broadened by the point spread function of
the optical system but this does not hinder the analysis of
nanowire resonance which adds additional broadening (Figure
1c, bottom). If the resonance amplitude exceeds the resolution
limit, even two separated nanowire images appear since the
contrast is dominated by the turning points of the oscillation.
By evaluating the broadening of the contrast at the nanowire
tip, the resonance amplitude can be determined as a function
of the excitation frequency. From the resulting resonance curve

the quality factor can be extracted with high precision, as
demonstrated by Figure 1c (top). To analyze the resonance
behavior of single nanowires under different gas atmospheres
and pressure conditions, a compact pressure chamber for the
light microscope was developed; see Figure 1a. The chamber
(stainless steel, wall thickness 3 mm) allows a minimum
pressure of 10 mbar and a polymer window enables the in situ
observation of the resonance vibration. For the experiment,
long working distance objectives with a numerical aperture of
0.6 and magnification of 50× are used. After completion of the
LM experiments, the nanowire sample is transferred to the
SEM where correlative resonance sweeps are performed; see
Figure 1a,b. While in the light microscope a smooth
broadening of the nanowire contrast during frequency sweep
is observed, the SEM images show an interference pattern of
the scanning electron beam and the oscillating nanowire.
Figure 1c compares exemplarily correlative data for a nanowire
obtained in the light microscope (120 mbar, ambient air) and
SEM (10−6 mbar). The maximum of the resonance peak is
located at 80.1 kHz and is independent of the pressure
condition. However, the quality factor and therefore the
sharpness of the resonance behavior changes with the pressure.
In SEM, the intrinsic quality factor Q is measured to be 1130.
The resonance measurement in the light microscope shows a
much broader resonance peak corresponding to a quality factor
of Q = 21. This changing quality factor forms the basis for the
sensing capabilities of the nanowire.
Gas Flow Regimes Defined by the Knudsen Number.

Depending on the pressure level, different effects of a
surrounding gas on a vibrating beam have to be taken into
account. The gas flow regimes are defined according to the
Knudsen number Kn, which depends on the mean free path λ
and the width of the cantilevered beam w:

=K
wn (2)

Conventionally, Kn > 10 signifies the free molecular flow
regime with a transition zone between 10 > Kn > 0.01 and
finally a continuum flow in 0.01 < Kn.

12 Depending on the
cantilever size and geometry, the exact transition of the
molecular to the continuum regime can vary.32 Based on our
measurement we define interaction regions for our nanocanti-
lever with the gas molecules (see Supporting Information 2).

Figure 2. Pressure dependent resonance behavior. (a) Some exemplary LM images (greyscale) used for the evaluation. (b) Maximum
amplitude at the resonance frequency of 21.7 kHz with increasing pressure for different atmospheres (ambient air, nitrogen, helium).
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The high vacuum in the SEM gives us access to the intrinsic
region (Kn ≫ 10), where the influence of gas molecules on the
beam vibration can be neglected.33 Hence, the sharpness of the
nanowire vibration only depends on the intrinsic properties
like the surface quality and microstructure. Within our
measurement region (10 > Kn > 1), the interaction of the
gas molecules with the vibrating beam cannot be further
neglected and the damping of the beam scales directly with the
pressure.
Maximum Amplitude. As described above, the resonance

frequency of the nanowire is located at the maximum
vibrational amplitude (for one vibrational mode19). The
quality factor is independent of the actual amplitude, which
depends on the strength of excitation and is a universal
parameter to compare different resonance data. However, the
information on the maximum amplitude can be used as an
illustrative tool to examine the pressure dependent resonance
behavior of a single nanowire. Providing the same excitation
conditions during repeated frequency sweeps at different
pressure levels, the changing maximum amplitude at the
resonance frequency can directly be observed. Figure 2
compares the attained amplitude at the resonance frequency
Fresonance = 21.7 kHz and shows the corresponding exemplary
LM images used for the evaluation. Staying at the resonance
frequency, the pressure (45−150 mbar) has been increased in
order to directly observe in situ the effect on the resonance
amplitude. In general, the nanowire shows the same pressure-
dependent behavior in different gas environments: At the

lowest set pressure value of 45 mbar, the nanowire has the
maximum resonance amplitude. Increasing the pressure
reduces the resonance amplitude significantly. After reaching
120 mbar, the maximum vibration amplitude tends toward a
constant value. The decreasing amplitude in dependence of the
pressure already indicates the impact of the gas molecules on
the nanowire oscillation. The nanowire reaches the highest
amplitude in helium atmosphere and the lowest one in
ambient air.
Quality Factor Analysis: Pressure Dependency and

Effect of the Used Gas Atmosphere. To gain more
information about the pressure dependent resonance behavior,
complete frequency sweeps over the resonance peak are
recorded. Figure 3a compares the resonance curves of a
nanowire recorded at different pressure levels (ambient air). At
the frequency Fresonance = 67.5 kHz the maximum resonance
peak is reached. To illustrate the symmetric vibration, light
microscopic images at Fresonance and at nearby frequencies (67
kHz/68 kHz) are shown. At 80 mbar, the resonance vibration
of the nanowires is clearly revealed with a maximum amplitude
of 2.4 μm. At 130 mbar, the amplitude already decreases
significantly resulting in a value of 1.2 μm at resonance
frequency. By increasing the pressure further to 200 mbar the
vibration at resonance is reduced to the smallest detected value
of 400 nm. To analyze such small beam deflections precisely,
an automated image analysis routine (implemented in Python)
has been introduced which evaluates line profiles across the
vibrating nanowire at the nanowire tip (Supporting Informa-

Figure 3. Quality factor analysis. Pressure dependent resonance behavior: (a) Resonance curves for different pressure levels (ambient air)
and exemplary LM images at the resonance frequency 67.5 kHz and at 67 kHz/68 kHz. (b) Corresponding Q factor analysis with
dependence on the pressure. Inset: SEM image at the resonance frequency and the highest quality factor. Effect of the gas atmosphere on the
nanowire vibration: (c) Exemplary LM images at the resonance frequency FResonance = 80.1 kHz and nearby frequencies (50 mbar). The plot
on the left side compares the normalized resonance curves for different gas environments (helium, nitrogen, argon). (d) Measured quality
factor with dependence on the pressure and the gas environment. Gray shaded area: measurement region. Inset: Linear relationship of
quality factor and inverse pressure (1/mbar).

ACS Nano www.acsnano.org Article

https://doi.org/10.1021/acsnano.2c04848
ACS Nano 2022, 16, 18110−18118

18113

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acsnano.2c04848/suppl_file/nn2c04848_si_001.pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsnano.2c04848?fig=fig3&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsnano.2c04848?fig=fig3&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsnano.2c04848?fig=fig3&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsnano.2c04848?fig=fig3&ref=pdf
www.acsnano.org?ref=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1021/acsnano.2c04848?urlappend=%3Fref%3DPDF&jav=VoR&rel=cite-as


tion 3). The trend of a decreasing resonance amplitude and the
complete quality factor analysis (see Figure 3a) illustrate the
pressure dependent vibration behavior of the nanowire. The
correlative resonance measurement of the nanowire in the
SEM reveals a quality factor Q = 1320 within the intrinsic
region. In the light microscopy setup (45−200 mbar), a clear
trend for the quality factor with increasing pressure is
observed. The trend of a decreasing quality factor with
increasing pressure is not only observed for ambient air but
also for other gas environments. However, the impact of the
gas molecules on the nanowire vibration depends on their
molar mass. Figure 3c compares exemplarily the effect of the
different gas molecules on the beam vibration at the same
pressure of 50 mbar. The resonance frequency of the nanowire
is located at FResonance = 80.1 kHz, which is also confirmed by
the complementary resonance measurement in the SEM. The
LM images show the symmetrical shape of the resonance peak.
In a helium atmosphere, the resonance vibration of the
nanowire is clearly visible with a high maximum amplitude. In
an argon atmosphere, the nanowire vibration is significantly
suppressed and the resonance peak is broadened. The quality
factor analysis at 50 mbar reveals values of QHelium = 110 in
helium and QArgon = 42 in argon, respectively. In a nitrogen
atmosphere, the quality factor shows an intermediate value of
QNitrogen = 90. The intrinsic quality factor of the nanowire is
subsequently measured in the SEM resulting in a value of QSEM
= 1130. Figure 3d summarizes the pressure dependent quality
factors for the different environments. With increasing
pressure, the quality factor decreases and finally tends toward
a constant value. The relative values of the quality factors
depend on the gas environment. Helium has a low molar mass
of 4 g/mol, compared to argon with 40 g/mol. Therefore, the
sharpness of the resonance peak differs for each gas
atmosphere. In helium, the highest values for the quality
factor are reached. In argon at the same respective pressure
level, the resonance peak is broader with a much lower quality
factor. By plotting the measured quality factors as a function of
the inverse pressure (in 1/mbar), a systematic trend becomes
visible; see the inset in Figure 3d. Here, only pressure values
from the gray shaded area are taken into account,
corresponding to the measurement region of the nanowire.
Within this pressure range of around 50−250 mbar, an inverse
linear relationship of the pressure to the quality factor can be

observed. In the molecular gas flow regime, the collisions of
the molecules with the beam crucially affect the oscillating
motion of the nanowire. The corresponding damping strongly
depends on the molar mass of the gas molecules, which is
reflected in the absolute values of the quality factor but also in
different slopes of the curve. Below 50 mbar, the quality factor
increases significantly, indicating the transition to the intrinsic
region. At around 300 mbar, the quality factor converges
toward a constant value.

DISCUSSION
The total quality factor of the nanowire constitutes itself by the
intrinsic (Qintrinsic) and the extrinsic factors (Qextrinsic):

25

= +
Q Q Q
1 1 1

intrinsic extrinsic (3)

Using the intrinsic quality factor Qintrinsic obtained in SEM and
the measured total quality factor, the extrinsic quality factor
Qextrinsic can be calculated. In the following section, the extrinsic
quality factor is used to demonstrate the gas and pressure
sensing capability of single nanowires. Moreover, the intrinsic
effects on the quality factor are discussed.
Extrinsic Effects. The reason for the gas dependent

resonance behavior can be explained by the colliding gas
molecules with the nanobeam. A gas molecule with a high
molar mass has a strong damping effect on the oscillating
motion of the beam. With decreasing molar mass the observed
damping effect gets weaker. This direct correlation between
the type of gas molecule, the pressure and the quality factor is
generally the foundation for sensing applications based on
resonance vibrations. Within the molecular flow regime, the
Christian model34,35 can be used to describe the resonance
behavior of a cantilevered beam:

= i
k
jjj y

{
zzzQ

R T M

P
w f

2

/
mol

3/2
0 m

(4)

The quality factor Qmol depends on beam specific parameters
(beam width w, density ρ, resonance frequency f), as well as on
the pressure P and the molar mass Mm of the surrounding
atmosphere. The effect of gas temperature T enters through
the thermal energy term R0T with the universal gas constant R0
= 8.314 J/kmol. In the course of the last years, several other

Figure 4. Demonstration of the gas and pressure sensing capability of single nanowires based on resonance vibrations. (a) Molar mass of the
gas molecules extracted from the measurements in Figure 3 using the Christian model (eq 4) and comparison with the theoretical values
showing excellent agreement. (b) Effect of the beam width on the gas-sensitive pressure regime. For the calculation the collision diameter of
air is used.
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models36,37,26 have been proposed. However, the Christian
model has been successfully applied as a universal simple
approach38 and several independent experiments have proven
its applicability to describe the beam behavior on large
scales.32,13 By going down to smaller scales and using
nanowires as the resonating beam structure, the dimension
of the beam changes from mm to nm. However, the quality
factor is still influenced by the atmospheric (pressure/gas)
conditions.
To verify our measured quality factors and to prove the gas

sensing capability of the single nanowire, we applied the
Christian model in order to extract the molar mass from our
experimental data. The resulting values are depicted in Figure
4a and are compared to the calculated values for the different
environments showing good agreement. For this calculation, a
wire with a width of 295 nm was used. The width was
estimated in SEM by tilting the wire so that the actual area
interacting with the gas molecules is visible. The mean values
are obtained by calculating the molar mass for the different
pressure−quality factor pairs and then taking the average. The
error bars are based on the standard deviation of those
experiments. The calculation of the molar mass is limited by
experimental uncertainties (discussed in Supporting Informa-
tion 4) as well as shortcomings in the Christian model.
Nevertheless, our experiment demonstrates that the effect of
damping caused by the gas molecules can be used for sensing
even with single nanowires.
This is of key interest since the nanoscale dimension of the

cantilever beam significantly increases the gas-sensitive
pressure range as illustrated in Figure 4b. Decreasing the size
of the resonating beam leads to a shift and broadening of the
sensitive range. As described above, the Knudsen number
depends on the beam width and the mean free path, which is a
specific value describing the atmospheric conditions. While we
can adapt the beam dimensions by choosing a specific
nanowire, the mean free path λ is given by the pressure P
and the collision diameter d of the gas molecule:

= k T
d P2

.
1B

2 (5)

with the Boltzmann constant kB and the temperature T. For
example, under normal pressure (∼1000 mbar) with a collision

diameter of dair = 4.19 × 10−10 m,32 the mean free path is given
by λ = 66 nm.39 To achieve a molecular gas flow under these
conditions, the beam width has to be of the same size or even
smaller, meaning w ≤ 66 nm. By using nanowires, these beam
widths can be achieved and the sensing capable pressure range
can be extended to higher values. In Figure 4b, the sensing
range for microsized cantilevers with a width of 1.5 μm is
compared to the range achieved by nanowires with different
widths. The nanowire (w = 180 nm; see Supporting
Information 5) shows a systematic pressure and gas dependent
resonance behavior between 40 and 290 mbar. The range for
the microsized cantilever is more restricted and only the range
between 5 and 30 mbar can be sensed, assuming the same
atmospheric conditions. The range for the measurement region
is shifted for different gas atmospheres, as the collision
diameter changes. Therefore, helium with a small collision
diameter of dHe = 2.6 × 10−10 m40 is easier to measure up to
higher pressures with resonant based sensing devices.
Intrinsic Effects. As described in the results part, the

measured quality factor of the nanowires in the SEM is as high
as Q > 1000. The resonance sharpness in a high vacuum
depends on the intrinsic nanowire properties. The surface
quality, like roughness or inhomogeneities, and the micro-
structure affect the measured quality factor in the SEM. In the
course of this study, we analyzed the resonance properties of
multiple metal (gold, copper) nanowires in SEM to character-
ize the intrinsic quality factor. Moreover, we established a
workflow (Supporting Information 6), including TEM plan-
view and cross-section analysis of a previously resonated
nanowire to get the link between the microstructure and the
observed quality factor in SEM. We observed the impact of
different intrinsic effects on the quality factor of metal
nanowires. Figure 5 presents our findings with exemplary
STEM images and illustrates the effect on the intrinsic quality
factor. In the light microscopy part of this study, we have
deliberately chosen gold nanowires as the sample system. In
contrast to copper, which naturally forms a native oxide layer
on the surface, gold is known for its chemical inertness and
stability. With our setup for resonance measurements, we
observed the highest quality factors (Q ≥ 1000) for single
crystalline gold nanowires with low defect concentration,
which are characterized by a high surface quality. Such gold

Figure 5. Illustration of the impact of microstructure and surface quality (intrinsic effects) on the intrinsic quality factor of metal nanowires.
Representative STEM images of metal nanowires. Low quality factors are observed for nanowires, which show inhomogeneities and voids on
the surface. In contrast to that, high quality factors are achieved with single crystalline nanowires, which show a smooth surface. Defect
structures like twin grain boundaries also affect the intrinsic quality factor, however, not as much as the surface quality.
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nanowires are suitable candidates for resonating devices, as
their intrinsic vibrational properties enable sensing with low
noise level. On the other hand, the lowest quality factors (Q ≤
300) are observed for nanowires with a poor surface quality
(Supporting Information 7). Especially copper nanowires show
a rough surface with voids and dimples. Interestingly, we see
that defect structures like grain boundaries or stacking faults do
not affect the intrinsic quality factor as much as the surface
quality. Twin grain boundaries in metal nanowires are likely
formed during the growth process. As a defect, they act as a
barrier during the vibration motion and decrease the quality
factor.19 We conclude that the surface quality, including
roughness and voids, has the greatest impact on the quality
factor. By continuing our basic ideas, we can even think of
replacing the relatively expensive material gold by transition
metal oxides. As example, molybdenum oxide nanowires
combine a high chemical stability with excellent mechanical
properties41 and smooth surface,42 implying outstanding high
quality factors.

CONCLUSION
As shown in the literature, nanowires have versatile application
possibilities in electrical,43,44 optical,45,46 and sensor47,48

devices. With this study, we demonstrate the sensing capability
of single nanowires by using correlative microscopy techniques.
The analysis of the resonance properties of a single nanowire is
a fundamental part in creating building units for future sensing
devices. In particular, it forms the basis for an in-depth
understanding of functional nanowire arrays. The demon-
strated ability to directly reveal and analyze the resonance
behavior of single nanowires in the light microscope enables
experiments for sensing studies and applications under ambient
conditions. In combination with correlative electron micros-
copy, the intrinsic and extrinsic quality factor can be analyzed
consistently for the same nanowire. Moreover, by complement-
ing the resonance measurements with high-resolution TEM
analyses the intrinsic vibrational behavior and quality factor
can be related to the microstructural and surface properties of
the nanowire. We show that the resonance behavior of a single
nanowire observed in situ in the light microscope sensitively
depends on the gas environment, which can be exploited for
measurement of the gas pressure and molar mass of the
surrounding medium. We believe that the correlative workflow
devised in the present work can be used and further adapted to
analyze the functionality of promising nanostructures for
sensor applications.

METHODS/EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
The light microscopy experiment was done in a Nikon LV100ND
microscope, equipped with a long working distance objective
LWD50x. The correlative SEM experiment was done in a
ThermoFischer Helios Nanolab 660 FIB/SEM. The TEM studies
for the intrinsic quality factor evaluation was performed with a
ThermoFischer Titan Themis3 300 TEM.

For resonance measurement, a single nanowire was attached to a
tungsten tip suitable for Kleindiek MM3A-EM micromanipulators.
Based on the specifications of the micromanipulators, the tips can be
positioned with a resolution better than 1 nm. For each experiment
(one nanowire tested in different conditions), the electrodes are kept
at a constant position. Long-term drift is counteracted with minor
readjustments. However, the accuracy is limited in the light
microscope by the resolution. The depth of the field with the used
objective is around 1 μm. Given that the wires remain in focus during
vibration, we can estimate an upper limit of the rotational

misorientation of about 5°. The effect of a misalignment is a change
in maximum amplitude. To excite the nanowire in the resonance
frequency, a waveform generator Rigol DG1022Z with a frequency
range of 1 μHz to 25 MHz and a sample rate of 200 MSa/s is used. A
sinusoidal wave with 2 Vpp is applied for excitation, and the frequency
is swept through the interesting frequency range (1 μHz resolution,
range normally between 1 and 200 kHz). To measure the pressure
difference between the laboratory and the gas chamber, we use a
mechanical differential pressure gauge from Wika (class 1.6). To
obtain the absolute pressure values, we measured the ambient
pressure in the laboratory using a Greisinger GMH absolute scale
barometer (accuracy 2 mbar).
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