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ware, Brighton and Sussex Medical School transitioned to remote
cal teaching. We discuss the early feedback from students and

Method: All students (N¼ 40) and tutors (N¼ 7) were invited to com-
plete an online feedback survey.
Results: Twenty students responded. Nine preferred remote teaching.
The teaching was described as either good (10/20) or excellent (10/20).
Small group teaching, lectures and student lead seminar sessions all
received positive feedback. Students preferred sessions that were inter-
active. One hour was optimal (17/20). There was no consensus over
class size. 15/20 (75%) would like remote teaching to continue after the
pandemic.
All tutors responded. There was a preference towards shorter sessions:
45 minutes (2/7) one hour (5/7). Tutors found virtual sessions less inter-
active (6/7). All tutors would like remote teaching to continue after the
pandemic. Three suggested extending teaching to remote surgical
ward rounds.
Concern was raised by both students and tutors regarding the absence
of practical skills.
Conclusions: The value of remote teaching has been highlighted by
COVID-19. Our feedback recommends a transition towards blended
learning; using the convenience of remote teaching to help augment
traditional medical school teaching.
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Introduction: During Covid-19 pandemic, operation theatres limit the
number of staff during each session, which causes a decrease in train-
ing opportunity. To counteract this lapse, the Orthopaedic Research
Institute (ORI) designs an innovative training session. During the na-
tionwide lockdown, the closure of the Institute allowed for the transfer
of the VirtaMed ArthrosTM (VA), to our NHS facility. VA is a surgical
simulator which enables the participant to practise knee arthroscopy.
Method: Participants with little arthroscopic experience were included
in the study. Three fellowship-trained surgeons conducted daily teach-
ing sessions. Participants were taught necessary arthroscopic skills be-
fore undertaking training modules on diagnostic arthroscopy. 90% of
the participants attended the session at least three times.
At the end of every module, VA generates a score based on parameters
which include procedure duration, visualisation of key structures and
iatrogenic chondral damage. Structure questionnaires were also used
to analyse feedback.
Results: The overall confidence and module scores progress with each
subsequent session. A keystone of success is the location and ease of
access to the simulator.
Conclusions: Surgical simulators are a useful tool for surgical educa-
tion and training. We should encourage their use in the future, espe-
cially in the UK surgical training programme.
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